
Vol. XXXIII | DECEMBER 2009 | No. 3forumforum
Ljurjrg7jh Gtf9jig7j Lg7 Gufkg9ghgigh Tjyupfgh :g4k1hgpf9p

The Quarterly Journal of the Armenian Evangelical Union of North America

Reflections on the
Birth of Jesus

and the New Year
90th Annual Meeting 

of the AMAA
&

20th Anniversary of the
Armenian Children’s 

Milk Fund



In This Issue...

3 From the Editor’s Desk
Some reflections on the birth of Christ

6 Life’s Journey
A pertinent message for the New Year

7 Resolutions for the New Year
Recommends that we make four important commitments

8 God’s Spirit
A theological and scientific discussion about the activities 
of God’s Spirit

10 How Will They Know?
Encourages us to be involved in personal evangelism

13 In Memoriam
Dr. Puzant C. Krikorian

14 Newsbriefs
• Rakel Dink inspires crowds in Fresno
• 90th annual meeting of the AMAA &

20th anniversary of Armenian Children’s Milk Fund
• Merdinian Student’s Astounding Aptitude in Math
• 11th Biennial Conference of AEWF Western Region
• Anie Manoushagian’s service to the elderly in Watertown, MA
• A renowned researcher: Dr. Barbara Hovsepian

20 ≥Dylyupj?uh Grkyu0y7÷
Sf9> :g9dfu H> Kg9gdqfgh

22 Jtgrkyupjuhom Jtgrkyupfh= )gdyut I'g5h=
Sf9> G9g Cg29fgh

24 T4giy7pj Gtjrm Tf9kjhfgh Sg9zg9gh=h Hf9r

25 Tf9kjhfgh Sg9zg9ghj ™ººª-™º¡º 
Kg9f49aghj Sf9gtyuko

27 Book Review
Rev. Markarian’s ‘The Thirsty Enemy’: 
A Story of War, Faith and Passion

FORUM: The Quarterly Journal of the Armenian Evangelical Union of
North America is published in March, June, September, and
December of each year by the AEUNA, 616 N. Glendale Ave.,
Suite 23, Glendale, CA 91206, USA. 

Copyright © 2001, the Armenian Evangelical Union of North
America.

Publications Committee and Editorial Board: 
Rev. George Kevork Terian (Chair and Forum Editor-in-Chief)
E-Mail: agter@adelphia.net

Rev. Barkev N. Darakjian (Armenian Editor)
Elise Kalfayan (Assistant to the Editor-in-Chief)
Rev. Yesayi Sarmazian
Linda A. Chalison
Rev. Avedis Boynerian 
Rev. Joseph Matossian (Ex-officio)
Rev. Ron Tovmassian (Ex-officio)

Opinions expressed are those of the authors and do not imply the
official endorsement of the AEUNA, nor of any of its constituent
churches.

Brief letters (400 words or less) are strongly encouraged, and must
include the writer’s name and address. Letters may be edited for
space and clarity. Please send to the editor:

Kevork George Terian
2940 Sparrow Dr.
Fullerton, CA 92835 - USA
E-mail: agter@adelphia.net

Unsolicited articles are also welcomed. However, before preparing
manuscripts for submission, please contact the editor at the above
address for authors’ guidelines. Submitted materials are subject to
editorial review and modification prior to publication. 

For circulation matters (additions, deletions, or modifications to
the mailing list), contact the editor at the address shown above .

Design and Production: Doctorian Productions
2355 E. Washington Blvd.
Pasadena, CA 91104
(626) 791-4560
www.docprod.com

Vol. XXXIII | DECEMBER 2009 | No. 3

Forum

Cover: The twin peaks of Ararat are a fitting symbol of our
national identity; whereas, the open Bible reveals the
foundation of our Christian faith. The two columns
represent the Old and the New Testaments. In Armenian
miniature art, the two peacocks with their intertwined
necks symbolize love, which is the supreme virtue in
Christianity. 

2 | Forum DECEMBER 2009



Forum | 3

From the Editor’s Desk
Rev. Kevork George Terian

L isa Turner’s birthday was coming up
and she was excited to see what
special thing her husband was going

to do. She secretly hoped for breakfast-in-
bed or a bouquet of roses. When the
special day finally arrived, no breakfast
was served and no roses had been
delivered. In fact, it seemed that her
husband had completely forgotten her
birthday!

In the afternoon of that day, her husband
handed to her their baby boy and said,
“He’s got a present for you.” She cringed
because she knew that meant the baby
had a messy diaper. Though it irritated
her that she had to change diapers on
her birthday, she grabbed the baby and
diaper wipes and prepared for the
worst. To her delight, she found, in the
perfectly clean diaper, a jewelry box
containing an exquisite necklace of
string pearls, a wonderful present from
her laughing husband. Well, that was a
wonderful surprise, even if it was a bit
unorthodox. There are some surprises
that are plain fun, while others leave us
shaking our head.

The crude environment of Jesus’ birth
is certainly a surprise. Doesn’t it seem a
little bit absurd that the Creator of life
would be born in a damp, foul-smelling
stable? I don’t mean to be rude by this line
of questioning, but is that the way you
would have planned the birth of your
son? Would you have arranged the birth
of your son to take place among animals?
Would you have planned to announce the
birth of your son to some despised
shepherds who were at the lowest rung of
the social ladder? I would not have
planned it that way.

If you were searching for a king, you
would not be looking for someone like
Jesus. Who would have guessed that the
King of kings would be born in a stable
like an animal? Who would have guessed
that the King of kings would be a

carpenter in a tiny village? Jesus was not
the kind of king that the world was used
to. Kings were born on silk sheets in
ornate palaces. Kings led mighty armies;
Jesus led a bunch of uneducated
fishermen. Kings rode on pure-bred
stallions; Jesus walked the dusty roads.
Kings lived in well fortified castles; Jesus
had no place to lay His head. Kings wore
fancy clothes adorned with jewels; Jesus
never wore a glamorous garment. Kings
were followed by princes and nobles;
Jesus was followed by sinners, tax
collectors and social outcasts. Jesus was
not the kind of king the world expected.

Did you ever wonder about the reaction
of those Magi who came from the East?
They noticed an unusual star in the night
sky and knew that a heavenly King had
been born. The bright star led them to
Jerusalem, and they headed straight for
the palace of King Herod. They must have
been surprised to find out there had been
no new births at Herod’s palace. They
must have been surprised when they did
not see any festivals welcoming the new-
born King. So, they asked with great
surprise, “Where is He who has been born
King of the Jews? We saw His star in the
East and have come to worship Him.”
Nobody in Jerusalem seemed to know
who and where the new King was.

In fact, Herod was greatly disturbed. He
was the reigning king and if a new king
were born outside of his family, it meant
he could be deposed. Matthew the
evangelist informs us that all Jerusalem
was disturbed as well (Matthew 2:3). If
there were a new king born while the
current king was still on the throne, it
meant trouble and bloodshed to come.

King Herod summoned his scholars to
an urgent meeting at the palace and asked
them where the new king would be born.
The scholars dug out the prophecies and
concluded that the new king must have
been born in Bethlehem, a sleepy little

town seven miles south-east of
Jerusalem.

Imagine how surprised the Magi
must have been when, upon their
arrival in Bethlehem, they were led to
the place where Jesus lay, and instead of
a royal household, they encountered a
poor peasant family. The Magi must
have been dumbfounded! They must
have scratched their heads wondering
if this was indeed the King they were
searching for! The humble
surroundings seemed incredible!

We, today, face the same dilemma:
will we worship Jesus as King? Those

who rule the world through power,
wealth, or manipulation, feel threatened
by King Jesus because He is opposed to
injustice and the oppression of the weak.

The only reason the Magi found Jesus
was because they actively search for Him.
There were Jews living in Persia at that
time and it is logical to conclude that the
Magi, in their pursuit of knowledge,
studied the religious literature of the Jews
and became acquainted with their
Messianic expectations. The term “Magi”
is a title the Zoroastrian Persians gave to
learned men who had attained the highest
level of education in theology, science and
astronomy.

The first people who visited and
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worshiped the Christ Child were humble
Judean shepherds who represented the
lowest social class. The Magi, on the other
hand, represented the aristocratic class,
the nobility and the social elite. The
shepherds represented the Jews, while the
Magi represented the Gentiles. The
shepherds represented the illiterate
people with no formal education, while
the Magi represented the scholars who
had attained the highest education. This is
very significant because it shows that
Jesus can save both Jews and Gentiles,
people from all social classes and from all
levels of education.

In the summer of 1975, when we lived in
Bloomington, Indiana, my younger sister
who resides in Jerusalem visited us. My
wife and I decided to give our guest a
special treat by taking her and her two
children to the King’s Island Family
Entertainment Center, near Cincinnati,
Ohio. The journey eastward began on an
early Monday afternoon, and after a trip
that seemed long and tedious, the
shadows of the evening found us in the
northern suburbs of Cincinnati. My two
children and their two nieces jumped for
joy when I announced that we would

begin looking for overnight
accommodations.

Our enthusiasm, however, was short-
lived, for we soon discovered that all
motels in the vicinity of King’s Island had
posted “No Vacancy” signs. As the
children became restless, we reasoned
among ourselves, that the best thing to do
was to drive into Cincinnati and try our
luck there. We thought that a large city,
like Cincinnati, would certainly have a
vacant hotel-room for the night. What we
did not take into account was the

possibility of getting lost in a large,
unfamiliar city.

By now, all the children were sound
asleep and the adults were exhausted. To
make matters worse, during our search
for a motel in Cincinnati, we had a blow-
out, a punctured tire. What had begun as
a joyous vacation was soon transformed
into torture. A pick-up truck driver, who
happened to pass by, noticed two women
and four children were left stranded by
the roadside, while a helpless man was
trying to fix a flat tire. He was kind
enough to stop, inquire about our
problem, and lend us a hand. To make a
long story short, this stranger guided us to
a lack-luster motel where, to our great joy,
a vacant room was found. At last, we
found a place of rest for our bone-weary
limbs.

In recalling this experience, I wonder
how Mary and Joseph must have felt
when they were turned away from the inn
in Bethlehem after they had traveled 90
miles on the back of a donkey over hilly
terrain! During this Christmas season, a
“No Vacancy” sign is still posted on the
hearts of many men and women. There
are, of course, many reasons for the

flashing of a “No Vacancy” sign. Let us
consider a few of them.

Unfortunately, Christ is rejected by
many people because of their pre-
occupation with worldly matters. The
inn-keeper, who refused to provide
accommodation, harbored no ill-will
toward Mary and Joseph. It was simply
a matter of other guests arriving first.
How true this is of many today. They are
not intentionally irreligious, but their
hearts are occupied by so many earthly
concerns, there is no room left for Christ.
The demands of modern living press
upon us from so many directions that

there is no time left for prayer, Bible study,
and religious contemplation. We have to
be careful not to allow the cares of the
world to choke up our spiritual life.

About five decades ago in England,
primary-age children were fascinated by a
radio program, during which contestants
tried to reach a parent by telephone, and
the one completing the call first, won a
prize. Many times, the most enthusiastic
caller lost because of receiving a busy
signal. Often when God tries to
communicate with us, He receives many

busy signals from us, because we waste
our precious time discussing trivial
matters of no eternal significance.

Christ will never force His way into our
lives. In Revelation 3:20, He is portrayed
as gently knocking and patiently waiting
at the door of our heart which must be
opened from within. It is important to
notice that Christ never knocks down the
door to get to us.  We must choose to
either invite Him in, or keep the door
tightly shut. Those who are concerned
only about earthly matters will always
display a “No Vacancy” sign to Christ.

Other people refuse Christ because He
arrives at an unexpected time when they
do not feel the need of a Savior. To those in
the prime of life, enjoying prosperity and
a good fortune, Christ comes too soon
with His demand of allegiance. Their
attitude seems to say, “Come back, Lord,
when I am old and gray, and I will give
you the remainder of my life that is
shattered and wrecked by riotous living.”
Regretfully, for such procrastinators a
more convenient day may never come. I
have witnessed numerous people who
came to accept Christ through tragedy,
but seldom have I seen a conversion
because of super-abundance. It is sad that
some see no farther than the nose on their
face, and lack the wisdom to make the
right choice.

Another group ignores Christ because of
poor priorities. The inn-keeper of
Bethlehem misjudged his priorities. Had
he been willing to accommodate the Holy
Family, he would have enjoyed greater
success. Pilgrims visiting shrines in the
Holy Land would still be arriving at his

| FROM THE EDITOR’S DESK |

The only reason the
Magi found Jesus
was because they
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for Him.
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inn. Many tourist attractions in this
country have historical significance today
because they can boast that “George
Washington slept here.” Opportunities
often knock once and then disappear
forever. One of the most urgent needs
today is the wisdom to choose the
important things in life.

The story is told of a little, crippled boy
who desired to have a leading role in the
Christmas play organized by his class. He
longed to be Joseph, but that part was
awarded to the teacher’s favorite student.

He would have been satisfied to be one of
the wise men, but those parts went to rich
students who could dress in exquisite
garments that made them look like kings.
He was even rejected as a shepherd, for no
one could imagine a shepherd on
crutches. The only part that remained to
him was that of the inn-keeper. His little
heart ached as he dreaded the act of being
rude and uncaring for weary travelers.

When the night for the play arrived, the
school auditorium was packed. The
curtains were pulled aside and the play
began with Joseph’s knock on the door of
the inn. The crippled boy flung open the
door of the inn and shouted at the top of
his voice, “Come in! I have been expecting
you.” The audience roared and a
thunderous applause broke out. 

What a wonderful world this would be
if all signs above the hearts of professed
Christians flashed “Vacancy!” We have to
bear in mind the fact that a vacancy is the

only place that Christ can fill. No
Christian need be lonely, for our Savior’s
name is Immanuel which means “God
with us.” The supreme assurance of
Christmas is that God has not forgotten to
fulfill human need.

I am reminded of a senior American
prisoner of war who always saw the good
signs in life. Torture was a good sign
because it would eventually end. Fridays
were good signs because fish was served.
The approaching of Christmas was
always a good sign because prisoners of

war might be released during the
holidays. A total of seven Christmases
passed before he was released from a
Japanese jail. His perpetual optimism
saved his life and served as an
inspiration to those around him. If there
could be good signs in a miserable
Japanese POW camp, there certainly are
many around us. The person who does
not have Christmas in his heart, will
never find it under a tree. Christmas is
not a date, but a state of mind.

Usually, the Christmas spirit fades
away when the Christmas decorations
are taken down, but it should not be this
way among true believers. Every

Christian ought to have a constant
Christmas in his/her heart filled with a
spirit of goodwill, friendship and
generosity.

In a cartoon a man says, “Every year I
am despondent through Thanksgiving,
depressed through Christmas, and
suicidal through the New Year’s Day. The
one lesson in life I hope to teach my
children is ‘If you can survive December,
you will be able to survive anything.’”
Admittedly the accelerated pace and
activities of the holiday season can take
their toll. However, instead of getting
caught up in other people’s expectations,
we have to make a decision about what
the celebration of Christ’s birth means
personally to us. Christmas is not
something to survive but rather to
celebrate.

I read about two women who were
feasting on a sumptuous dinner at a grand
hotel. When asked what the special

occasion was, one of them said, “We are
celebrating the baby’s birthday.” Since no
child was visible, the inquisitive waiter
asked, “But where is the baby?” “Oh,”
replied the mother, “he is sleeping
comfortably in his crib and does not know
anything about our celebration.” In the
rush of Christmas shopping, dinner
parties and gaiety, it is easy to forget the
Christ Child who should be at the center
of all our festive celebrations. Let us
expect to find Jesus present at His own
birthday party.

I want to emphasize that the historical
event of Christ’s birth does not save us. To
be saved, we must allow Jesus Christ to be
re-born in us. Phillip Brooks brings out
this thought in a beautiful Christmas
hymn: “O holy child of Bethlehem!

Descend to us, we pray;
Cast out our sin and enter in;
Be born in us today.”

This Christmas. may you join the angels
in rejoicing, the shepherds in believing,
and the wise men in seeking.

Editor’s Note: Due to the deteriorating financial
condition of the Armenian Evangelical Union of
North America (AEUNA), the executive officers
decided to have the Forum published biannually
(twice a year), instead of quarterly. Therefore, in
2010, the Forum will be published only twice:
once in April, and the second time in October. We
hope that the financial status of our Union will
soon start to improve, and when that happens,
we will revert to our practice of  publishing the
Forum every quarter beginning in 2011.
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Te he story is told of a frustrated
woman on a train. From the moment
she stepped on she made a scene just

about everything. She was rude, crude and
agitated with everyone. Nothing seemed to
please her. When she arrived at the station
where she was to finally get off, the
conductor said, “Ma’am, you left something
behind.” Frowning, she turned back and
asked the conductor what it was. The
conductor responded, “A very bad
impression!”

Our life on earth is like a train ride. We
each get on the train of life at different
stations and at different times. The length of
our life’s journey is in God’s hands. Some
get off unexpectantly early; others enjoy a
longer ride. Nevertheless, sooner or later we
all arrive at a station where, ready or not, it’s
time to get off. The important question is:
What have we left behind? With the
beginning of a new year, this question
becomes even more important. As we look
forward to the coming twelve months, the
all-important question should be: How can

we live so that some day the memory we
leave behind would be a blessed one for
those we love?

Setting a good Christian example is the
most precious legacy any parent can leave
his children—an eternal inheritance of a
personal relationship with God taught at
home. Although a child may eventually
make his own choice, statistics show that
the majority of devoted Christians owe their
early commitment to God to their parents
and their early Christian training. Many
materially over-privileged children are, at
the same time, spiritually underprivileged. 

The Apostle Paul instructs young
Timothy, “Set the believers an example in
speech and conduct, in love, in faith, in
purity” (1 Tim. 4:12). And for Christian
household rules, he says in Colossians 4:5 –
6, “Be wise in the way you act toward
outsiders; make the most of every
opportunity. Let your conversation be
always full of grace, seasoned with salt, so
that you may know how to answer
everyone.” As Christ’s followers, it is

important to always be gracious in all that
we say, and be an example in all that we do.
“Seasoned with salt” means that our
conversation should be in good taste. Just as
salt adds flavor to food, our conduct and
conversation should encourage further
dialogue—make others “thirsty” for what
we say so that they would want to hear
more of the Good News of eternal life
through Jesus Christ.

As we continue our journey in this New
Year, and since we haven’t yet arrived at our
“station,” let’s keep in mind that the greatest
legacy we can leave behind is a spiritual one
that no amount of money can buy. Then
whenever our train reaches its final station,
we won’t be concerned about what
impression we left behind!

As we look forward to
the coming twelve
months, the all-
important question
should be: How can we
live so that some day
the memory we leave
behind would be a
blessed one for those
we love?

Life’s
Journey

By Asien Surmeian



I t is that time of the year when many of us
make great promises to ourselves about
what we are going to do in the New Year,

and then we abandon our new resolutions
before the end of January. I want to suggest
that you make four commitments that will
make a radical difference in your life if you
follow through on them.

(1) Commit yourself to forget your failures.
The Apostle Paul advises us “to forget what is
behind and strain forward to what lies ahead,
to press on towards the goal for which God
has called us in Christ Jesus” (Philippians
3:13-14). I don’t know of a more relevant and
practical advice for us at the start of 2010. God
does not want you to live your life

imprisoned by your past. For many of us
failures are painful memories. God’s Word
urges us not to allow ourselves to be bogged
down by our past failures. Stop torturing
yourself about what you did or did not do.
God does not want you to go through life
branding yourself as a failure.

(2) Commit yourself to give up your
grudges. “Bear with each other and forgive
each other whatever grievances you may
have against one another. Forgive as the Lord
forgave you” (Colossians 3:13). A grudge is a
deep and ongoing resentment that we
cultivate in our hearts against someone else.
A grudge is an unforgiving spirit that leads to
negative attitudes and harmful actions. 

I want to remind you that grudges are self-
destructive. When you hold a grudge against
someone, you will hurt yourself as much, if
not more, than the person against whom your
hatred is directed. Eight years ago, a man was
killed in Utah by a parcel bomb, and
then a couple committed suicide a
week later. It turned out that the
couple who killed themselves had
sent the bomb because of a grudge
they had against the targeted victim.
Make no mistake about it, if you keep
harboring a grudge, it will eventually
destroy you, if not physically, certainly
emotionally and spiritually. It will
make you a bitter and twisted person.

(3) Commit yourself to restore
ruptured relationships. “If it is possible,
as far as it depends on you, live at peace
with everyone” (Romans 12:18). If you
have caused a rift in a relationship by
your selfish actions and unkind remarks,
then you have the responsibility to do
everything you can to restore it. Keith
Drury, who is a brilliant writer from the
Wesleyan Church says, “Restitution deals
with more than property. It is also going
back and making things right for hurtful
things you have said or done.”

(4) Commit yourself to turn your back on
your transgressions. After the American
Civil War was over, and all the slaves had
been set free, some slaves chose to remain
with their masters and continue to do what
they were told. They were emancipated, but
they chose to live as slaves. Jesus came to our
world to liberate us from the slavery and
tyranny of sin, yet many of us choose to live
in subjection to it. “Do not let sin control the
way you live, and do not give in to its hurtful
desires” (Romans 6:2). 

Resolutions
for the New Year

By Rev. Kevork George Terian

If you have caused a rift in a
relationship by your selfish
actions and unkind remarks,
then you have the
responsibility to do everything
you can to restore it.
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A few years ago, we visited the
beautiful Cathedral of our Lady of
the Angels in central Los Angeles.

It wasn’t the magnificent twelve-story
structure, which seats 3000 worshippers,
nor the architecture designed without
right angles, nor the stunning three
million dollar bronze doors that most
impressed me. It was a water feature that
caught my attention as I walked toward
the cathedral: a dedication to the story of
The Woman at the Well.

One of the most powerful narratives
during Jesus’s life is His encounter with
an unnamed Samaritan woman of
questionable repute who approached
Jacob’s well where Jesus sat resting after a
long journey. The story is told in exquisite
detail in John’s gospel, chapter four. Jesus
asks the woman to give Him a drink. She
is taken aback, asking “You are a Jew and
I am a Samaritan woman. How can you
ask me for a drink?”  At that time, the
Jews had no dealings with the Samaritans.
Furthermore, Jewish orthodoxy stated
that water would be unclean from a
container that had been handled by
Samaritans and other gentiles.

Jesus uses the opportunity to lead the
woman gently away from physical thirst
when he says, “If you knew the gift of
God and who it is that asks you for a
drink, you would have asked Him and He
would have given you living water.” This
leads to quite an exchange that ends with
the woman saying, “Sir, give me this
water so that I won’t get thirsty and have
to keep coming here to draw water.”

Having brought her along to this point,
Jesus delivers a coup de grace: “Go, call
your husband, and come back.” This
leads her to confess that she has no
husband, after which Jesus affirms her
honesty and tells her He knows about her
previous five husbands and her present
live-in. This evokes an amazed
exclamation, “Sir, I can see that you are a
prophet.” 

Now that she thinks He is a prophet, she
brings up what was a well known
difference of opinion between Jews and
Samaritans: “Our fathers worshipped on

this mountain; but you Jews claim that the
place where we must worship is in
Jerusalem.” Jesus declares, “Believe me,
woman, a time is coming, when you  will
worship the Father neither on this
mountain, nor in Jerusalem ….Yet a time
is coming and has now come when the
true worshipers will worship the Father
in spirit and truth, for they are the kind of

worshipers the Father seeks. GOD IS
SPIRIT, AND HIS WORSHIPERS
MUST WORSHIP IN SPIRIT AND IN
TRUTH. 

The impact of this discussion so
impressed the woman that she, believing
Him to be a prophet, said, “I know that
the Messiah, called Christ, is coming.
When He comes, He will explain
everything to us”. Then follows what is
one of the few times Jesus actually
declared who He was: “I WHO SPEAK
TO YOU AM HE.”  For Jesus to offer this
pearl to this lone, unknown, probably
disrespected woman, speaks volumes
about Himself and His ministry.

Having emphasized that God is Spirit, I
exit the story of the woman at the well.
She excitedly leaves her water jar at the
well and hurries back to her neighbors to
tell them what happened. The ending is
highly successful. Jesus stays with the
Samaritans for two days and many in the
village come to believe in Him. 

I shift now to modern day phenomena
which I believe relate to God’s Spirit in
our world. The first mention that God’s
Spirit was involved in the Creation
appears in the earliest words in the
Genesis narrative. 

“In the beginning God created the
heavens and the earth.

Now the earth was formless, and
empty; darkness

was over the surface of the deep, and
the Spirit of God 

was hovering over the waters.”

God’s 
Spirit

By Maynard Kuljian

One of the few times
Jesus actually revealed
His identity was to an
unknown and
disrespected Samaritan
woman.
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At this time, when we know so much
about our universe, one of the greatest
questions challenging astronomers is the
nature of so-called Dark Energy and Dark
Matter, which pervade all of space. Both
of these are invisible to any of our senses

or instruments, but have been observed
and even measured by their effects. The
mass of Dark Matter, as currently
calculated, far exceeds the total mass of all
the observed galaxies in the universe. The
mere fact that space itself has “mass” is
foreign to science. No one has the slightest
idea what Dark Matter is.

Dark Energy has been likened to
“gravity in reverse,” and is causing all the
galaxies to be accelerating outward into
space and away from each other. A
hundred years ago, Einstein’s equations
required a “fudge factor,” what he called a
“cosmological constant,” to make them
work. Today we recognize that he was
correct (in spite of his own doubts back
then) that this corresponds exactly to Dark
Energy!  Again, our ignorance is total.

Gravity and Magnetism are two
phenomena we live with every day, yet
we have no idea what they are. As
confident as we are about the physical
laws and formulas concerning them,

gravity stubbornly refuses to fit into a
“Theory of Everything”, a goal of General
Relativity that continues to baffle the
minds of our most brilliant physicists. 

We have no idea what is the field
around an ordinary permanent magnet.
We simply call this field “lines of force.”
Nor do we understand electromagnetism,
the relation between electrons and the
magnetic field. Basically, whenever an
electron moves, whether in a conductor or
in a vacuum, or in free space, or in our
brain and nerves, a magnetic field
develops around such a current. Every
electric motor depends on this fact.
Conversely, whenever a magnetic field is
moved relative to a conductor, such as the
magnetic field in a generator rotating past
the stationary field wires in that
generator, electrons in those wires are
forced to move, generating an
electromotive force, or voltage. We do not
have even a hypothesis to explain these
relationships. 

Could there be higher physical laws we
do not know and cannot detect? Could it
be that the Spirit of God everywhere
surrounds us, holding every atom in our
bodies and in the universe together? In
the New Testament, there are several
allusions: Hebrews 1:3: “The Son is the
radiance of God’s glory and the exact
representation of His being, sustaining
all things by His powerful word…”
Colossians  1:16: “For by Him were all
things created; things in heaven and on
earth, visible and invisible…and in Him
all things hold together”. Though science
has named two forces inside atoms, from
which we and the universe are all made,
nobody knows what they are.

Jesus’s words:   “Are not five
sparrows sold for two pennies? Yet
not one of them is forgotten by God.
Indeed, the very hairs of your head

are all numbered. Don’t be afraid;
you are worth more than many
sparrows” (Luke 12:6,7). We are
known in infinite detail.

Further affirmation that God’s Spirit is
closer than we think is stated by Jesus:

“Where two or three come together
in my name, there am I with
them”.(Matthew 18:20).

Great comfort and strength come from
knowing that God is not far off. Paul, in
Acts 17:28 declares, “For in Him we live
and move and have our being.” 

King David, a very imperfect man,
finally realized this when he
acknowledged God’s presence in his life:

“Praise the Lord, O my soul; all my
inmost being, praise His holy
name.

Praise the Lord, O my soul, and
forget not all His benefits—

Who forgives all your sins and heals
all your diseases,

Who redeems your life from the pit
and crowns you with love and
compassion,

Who satisfies your desires with good
things so that your youth is
renewed like the eagle’s”

(Psalm 103).

About Our Author: Maynard Kuljian is a
retired electronics engineer/inventor. His
talent in this area was evident as a young
student at Caltech, where he interrupted his
studies to attend seminary. He pastored a
church in Laguna Beach for a time until his
natural gift for electronics took priority. His
inventions have been sprinkled throughout
many well-known electronics firms. He
retired to his vineyard home following the
sale of his electronics manufacturing
company that marketed his latest invention.
Maynard and his wife Grace live in
Healdsburg, California.

Could it be that the Spirit of
God everywhere surrounds
us, holding every atom in
our bodies and in the
universe together?

Have you ever wondered why God announced the greatest birth
in human history to a few shepherds on a hillside overlooking
the town of Bethlehem, and to a few wise men from the East?

Perhaps it was because they were quiet enough to listen,
eager enough to learn, and available enough to follow.
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I still remember the very first time I
plucked up my courage and decided
to take the challenge of going to an

inner city neighbourhood with a team of
believers to share my faith with others.  At
that time, evangelizing was a nerve-
wracking experience for me; not only was
I coming out of my box, but I was coming
out of what felt like a million comfort
zones! But on that particular evening,
despite feeling a little nervous, I knew

that this was what I really wanted to do
and was compelled to do it! Taking all the
encouragement I had received from two
dear friends of mine, I was excited to take
the plunge and was ready to go!
Apartment after apartment, as my team
mate and I knocked on people’s doors in
the attempt to share Jesus with a few of
them, I was not only shocked to find that
people were actually willing to talk to
perfect strangers on the subject of faith,
God and the purpose of life, but I was
astonished to see how so many people in
a North American city like Montreal, were
completely ignorant of the Gospel!  

If we think about it for a moment, we
cross paths with people every day-
whether they be extended family
members, friends, co-workers, clients, or
random strangers that we rush by as we
scurry through our day –life is all about
people and our interaction with them.
The question is what kind of impact do
we have on the people who come into our
lives? If we take a look at the book of Acts,
we see that Jesus Himself calls us to be

people of eternal impact.  Acts 1:8 in the
Amplified version says:

“But you shall receive power (ability,
efficiency, and might) when the Holy
Spirit has come upon you, and you
shall be My witnesses in Jerusalem
and all Judea and Samaria and to
the ends (the very bounds) of the
earth.”

In this verse we see that Jesus Himself is
calling us to be people of eternal impact
by being His witnesses! But have you ever
wondered what it means to be a witness
for Christ? Simply put, a witness gives
credible evidence to the truth!  We are
called to be witnesses for Christ by
reflecting Him in the way we live our lives
and also by the words that we speak.  In
the book of Acts we see that the disciples
lived lives that reflected Christ but they
also spoke out boldly and proclaimed
Jesus to the people around them!  

By talking with people at their door or
on the street, I have had the chance to
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How Will 
They Know?

By Laurie Konyalian

We are called to be
witnesses for Christ by
reflecting Him in the
way we live our lives
and also by the words
we speak.
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share Christ with university students,
tourists, couples and teenagers; with
Muslims, Buddhists, Atheists, Jews,
Hindus, Satan worshippers, and nominal
Christians alike.  The more I share my
faith with people, the more I am
confronted with two inescapable truths.

Firstly, there are still people beyond count
in North America who have serious
misconceptions concerning who Jesus is
and what He has done for them; and
secondly, that we, as believers, cannot
expect unbelievers around us to be able to
grasp and believe the Gospel by simply
observing the way we live our lives as
Christians.  How will they know,
understand and believe the Gospel unless
someone stops them in their tracks and
explains it to them? The Great
Commission at the end of the book of
Mark, which has been to all believers, is so
simple:

“And He said to them, “Go into all
the world and preach the gospel to
every creature.” Mark 16:15 (NKJ)

In the verse above, the word “Go”is a
verb that speaks of movement and action,
and is coupled with the verb to “preach”
which means to be a herald, to publish, to
proclaim, to announce openly something
which has been done.  This means that we
need to verbally communicate the Good
News to people!  

Much to my surprise, I have come across
people who have actually thanked me for
sharing my faith with them.  One incident
that I will never forget was when I shared
my faith with a woman who had just
recently emigrated from China to Canada
whom I will call Ruth.  Ruth had no
friends at that time and was rather lonely
in her small apartment. But that particular

day when I sat across from her and shared
the Gospel with her, I was both moved
and shocked to hear that she had never
heard of the Name of Jesus before and
didn’t even know who He was but asked
me, “Who is Jesus?” As I explained to
Ruth who Jesus is and what He did on the
Cross out of His unconditional love for
her, tears welled up in her eyes!  She was
so moved that by the end of the
conversation we prayed together, and she
invited Christ into her heart! I kept in
touch with Ruth after that to see how she
was growing in her faith. She told me that
she was happy to be going to Church and
thanked me for sharing Jesus with her!

Another story worth recounting was
when I was passing out tracts one Friday
night downtown.  That hot summer
evening, I spent a long time just handing
out tracts to passers-by and did not have
the chance to speak with anyone.  Having
the desire to converse with people, I
prayed that the Lord would make a way
so that I could share Him with someone-
anyone!  A couple of minutes after I
prayed, I gave a tract to a tall French
Canadian whom I will call Pierre.  Pierre
did not stop to talk with me, but returned
a couple of minutes later to ask me what
Church I attend! I answered Pierre’s
question and spoke briefly with him only
to tell him how much God loves him. As
soon as I said that simple sentence, this
big, tall man began to shed tears as he
stood before me. He told me of how he
had been running away from God
because of marital problems, was no
longer going to Church and felt far away
from God. After listening to his story, I
encouraged Pierre to go to God with his
problems and not run away from Him!
By the end of the conversation, Pierre
thanked me and went on his way, his
countenance was lifted!

It has been about two years since I first
started evangelizing door to door and on
the street.  It has been a great adventure
that has been so rewarding. Other team
members and I have had the chance to
hug strangers on the street who felt
abandoned, to visit the lonely who had
not been visited in a long time, to share
the peace of Jesus with the confused and
troubled!  The stories could go on and on.
But each and every story speaks of who
Jesus is and how He touches people’s

lives with His love.  In essence it’s all
about Jesus and He gets all the glory!

As you read this article, you may be
thinking that sharing the Gospel with
others is a good idea but is not necessarily
something you should busy your
schedule with or make a priority in your
list of things to do during the week; and
that the task of sharing the Gospel with
others is something that only church
Pastors and Theology school graduates
should strive to fulfill.  But I am fully
persuaded that the extraordinary God we
worship wants to use ordinary people like
you and I to be carriers of the Gospel as
well! The Bible clearly says that we are the
light of the world (Matthew 5:14) and the

salt of the earth (Matthew 5:13)! We are
ambassadors of Christ (2 Corinthians
5:20); that means that we, as believers, are
His representatives and messengers on
this earth to those who are lost and
without Christ!  Furthermore, 2
Corinthians 5:18, states that God Himself
has given every believer the ministry of
reconciliation.  This means that by both
deed and word we are to aim at bringing
others back into fellowship with their
Creator.  This verse in the amplified Bible
reads as follows:

“But all things are from God, Who
through Jesus Christ reconciled us to
Himself [received us into favor,
brought us into harmony with
Himself] and gave to us the ministry
of reconciliation [that by word and
deed we might aim to bring others
into harmony with Him].”

In addition to this, 2 Timothy 4: 2a in the
NKJV states: “Preach the word! Be ready
in season and out of season.”  This means
we are to be ready and to seize every

We need to verbally
communicate 
the Good News 
to people.

I have had the chance to
hug strangers, to visit the
lonely and to share the
peace of Jesus with the
confused and troubled.

Forum | 11DECEMBER 2009



| FEATURES |

12 | Forum DECEMBER 2009

possible opportunity to preach Christ!
There may be people in your vicinity that
God wants YOU to reach out to with His
love.  Whether they are family members
or coworkers, God wants YOU
specifically to reach out to them because
He has placed them in YOUR sphere of
influence!

Talking to people around us about Jesus
may be intimidating; after all, they may
snigger at what we have to say and may
reject Him entirely.  This has definitely
happened to me on many occasions.  But
when I go out to share my faith with
others, I refuse to focus on the possibility
that people may reject the Good News.
Rather I focus on the privilege of sharing
the Truth with them, who Christ is to me
and how He has changed my life. Many
people are lonely and are looking for
others to listen to them. Therefore, when
the opportunity arises, I take the time to
just listen to what they have to say before
I begin to speak - to understand where
they are coming from, their views on God,
and their search for life’s meaning, so that
when I begin to share with them, it will be
effective and Christ will become real to
them.  No one would want to listen to us
as believers if we were to just bash them
with Bible verses.  People all around us
are starving for God’s love and need to see
that we are sharing Christ with them
because we genuinely care for them!
Sharing Jesus with others has not only
strengthened my faith, but it has brought
me so much joy as well! 

There are may be other thoughts that
cross our minds when we think of sharing

our faith with others. Here are just a few
of them:

-“I haven’t been trained to share Gospel
with people, so I wouldn’t want to do so
because I wouldn’t know what to say”; or

-“I am too young/too old to do this”; or
-“You don’t know the difficulties I am

facing in my personal life, I have way too
many problems   of my own to be
thinking about sharing the gospel with
others”; or

-“I am too busy with work to be
thinking about doing this.”

All these thoughts are simply excuses
that we, as believers, make in order to
avoid stepping out and sharing our faith
with others! Sharing the Gospel with
others is not a cumbersome task; it is easy
and can be integrated in a practical way in
everyday life.  For example, you can build
a friendship with a co-worker and share
your testimony of how you came to Christ
with them one day over lunch.  Or you
can give a Gospel tract along with the tip
you leave for the waiter when you dine
out.  You can give a tract to the attendant
at the gas station when you pay for gas.  If
you are a university student, you can
share Christ with one of your professors
at the end of the semester, by sharing your
testimony in a Christmas card or a letter
along with giving a Bible as a Christmas
gift! If you commute to work by bus, train
or subway, you can share Christ with the
person that sits next to you along the way.
All these are examples that I have
personally done and have found to be
effective!  

I would like to encourage you that no

matter how young or old you are, or
whatever circumstance or trial you face in
life, God wants to use you as you are, so
the glory of who He is will be displayed
through you! When I first ventured out to
share my faith with others, I felt
inadequate and wasn’t sure how I was
going to say what I wanted to say ,or what
it would sound like to the people who
would listen to me.  But one thing
propelled me to move forward and that
was that I had met Jesus Christ Himself,
whose love had changed my life and He
had become a true Treasure to me. It was
this Treasure that I wanted to share with
my world!  

Paul writes in Romans 1:16 in the
NKJV:
“For I am not ashamed of the gospel
of Christ, for it is the power of God
to salvation for everyone who
believes,”

And again in 2 Timothy 1:7 (NKJV):
“For God has not given us a spirit of
fear, but of power and of love and
of a sound mind.”

As you step out in faith and share Jesus
with your world, God will give you
everything you need in order to be a witness
for Him- the boldness, the courage and all the
words that He wants you to say! Today is a
brand new opportunity for you to shine
brightly for Jesus!  Today you can do all
things through the One who empowers you
from within!

An
APPEAL

If you enjoy reading the FORUM, and derive a spiritual benefit from
it, we appeal to you to help us defray part of the cost of publishing
by sending a tax-deductible gift to the following address:

Please specify that your gift is for the FORUM.

AEUNA Office
616 N. Glendale Ave., Suite 23

Glendale, CA 91206
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|  In Memoriam  |

Puzant Krikorian was born in Aintab, Turkey, on July 18, 1909, to Coffing and Lucia Krikorian.
In 1919, having survived the genocide, the family was deported and moved to Aleppo Syria, Beirut
Lebanon and Larnaca Cyprus, for short periods of time before settling in Jerusalem, Palestine.
Because of all the events in his life, Puzant did not receive a formal education until he was a teenager.
Showing academic achievement, and upon the advice of his oldest brother, Samuel, his parents sent
him to Beirut, Lebanon, to study medicine at the American University of Beirut.  

In 1935, he graduated from medical school and moved to Tripoli, Lebanon, to work at the Presbyterian
Mission Hospital as second in command under Dr. Boys.  In 1941, he married Margaret Badeer.  While
in Tripoli, two of their children, Jane and Eileen, were born. 

In 1949, they moved to Beirut, Lebanon, where they established the Christian Medical Center hospital.
He partnered with Dr. Peter Manoogian , and Augustine Badeer, Margaret’s brother, who acted as the
hospital administrator.  For twenty-six years the CMC hospital served primarily the Armenian
community, and all others who walked through the doors of the hospital.  Their third and forth
children, John and Claire, were born in Beirut.  

During the years in Lebanon, Puzant Krikorian served in many ecclesiastical, communal, educational
and medical organizations to improve the state of the Armenian population that arrived in Beirut after
the genocide, and demonstrated the love of Christ by his actions.  In 1975 Puzant and Margaret moved
to Fresno California where they have lived ever since.  Margaret passed away on August 1, 2008.
Puzant followed her on October 31, 2009.

Jane Havoonjian, Eileen Shahbazian, John Krikorian, Claire Shakelian and their families would like to
thank all who have expressed their love and prayers.  We celebrate Puzant’s life and the rich legacy
he left us of loving God and unselfishly serving people.  If there is one verse in the Bible that would
characterize Dad’s life, it would be 1 Thessalonians 4:11-12, “Make it your ambition to lead a quiet life,
to mind your own business and to work with your hands, just as we told you, so that your daily life
may win the respect of outsiders, and so that you will not be dependent on anybody.”

Donations, in lieu of flowers, may be made to AMAA for the benefit of KCHAG, the Christian
Endeavor Summer Camp in Lebanon.  Please make checks to the AMAA KCHAG Fund.  Checks may
be sent to AMAA, 31 W. Century Rd., Paramus, NJ  07652.  Credit card donations may also be made
at www.amaa.org.

- Submitted by Hovannes and Jane Havoonjian

Dr. Puzant C. Krikorian
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Hundreds of people from throughout
the Golden State visited First

Armenian Presbyterian Church in Fresno
on October 2 and 3, 2009, to hear the
inspiring testimony of Rakel Yagbasan
Dink.  Mrs. Dink, widow of the martyred
Istanbul journalist Hrant Dink, visited
FAPC as part of the church’s harvest
season focus on the persecuted church,
worldwide.

Arriving early in the week of September
30, 2009, Mrs. Dink called on the clergy of
the Armenian churches in Fresno and
Fowler, visited leading organizations in
the Armenian community and toured a
number of businesses.  She also spent time
in fellowship with the FAPC Session and
Board of Deacons.

Mrs. Dink’s October 2, 2009 presentation
was in the Armenian language and her
October 3, 2009 presentation was
primarily in the English language.  Each
talk was preceded by special music and a
screening of the acclaimed European
documentary, “Hrant Dink:  Mercy and
Truth Have Met Together”.  This October
2008 motion picture was a production of
Net for God, part of the Chemin Neuf
Community of Lyon, France.

A native of Malatya, Hrant Dink grew
up in the Gedikpasha Armenian
Orphanage of Istanbul and the Tuzla
Armenian  Children’s Camp of Marmara,
where he met his future bride.  In the
Lenten season of 1996, Dink founded
AGOS Weekly, the only newspaper in the
Republic of Turkey to be published in

both Armenian and Turkish.  As the
founding editor-in-chief, Dink focused on
Turkish-Armenian relations, the need for
democratization of the nation, and the
rights and roles of minority communities
in Anatolia.

Prosecuted three times for allegedly
denigrating Turkishness under the Penal
Code, Dink was assassinated on January
19, 2007 as he returned to the AGOS
editorial offices.  Four days later, more
than 100,000 citizens marched in his
funeral procession, many carrying signs
reading, “We are all Armenians, we are all
Hrant Dink.”

Since Hrant Dink’s passing, Rakel Dink

has spoken at home and abroad about her
husband’s ideals and aims, her enduring
Christian faith, and the pressing need for
greater justice in the land of her birth.
Appearing before Turkish judicial
authorities, she prayed for mercy for her
husband’s killers, “with the love and
justice of Jesus Christ, one who knows
and sees all.”

Mrs. Rakel Dink called Rev. Mgrdich
Melkonian personally after the event to
thank him and FAPC, and to note that she
had been very blessed by the time she
shared with FAPC.

- Reported by Philip Tavlian, Esq.

Rakel Dink
Inspires Crowds 
at First Armenian
Prebyterian
Church in Fresno

Mrs. Rakel Dink at FAPC
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The Armenian Missionary Association
of America (AMAA) held its 90th

annual meeting in Providence, Rhode
Island, from October 16-18, marking a
significant milestone not just for the
missionary organization, but also for the
Armenian Children’s Milk Fund, which is
celebrating its 20th anniversary this year.
The Armenian Children’s Milk Fund, an
all-volunteer organization, which works
in partnership with the AMAA, has been
sending life-saving infant formula to
Armenia since 1989 and was AMAA’s
highlighted affiliated organization at their
annual banquet this year.

Over 100 people attended the AMAA
meeting, including AMAA board
members, Armenian Evangelical
ministers, church representatives, chapter
delegates, worldwide mission partners
and friends from all over the world.  On
Friday, October 16, all were welcomed by
Rev. Mgo Mekredijian, pastor of the host
church, The Armenian Euphrates
Evangelical Church of Providence, R.I.,

with introductory greetings by Dr. H.
Steven Aharonian, President of the
AMAA.  A seminar Investing and Financial
Stewardship was presented by speakers
Harold Nahigian, President of
Nationwide Investments & Insurance, Inc.
as well as Todd Polyniak, CPA, Principal
and Director of accounting and auditing
at Sax, Macy, Fromm & Co., AMAA’s
independent auditors. Following the
seminar, the AMAA Board of Directors
meeting began where all who were
present heard the updates and reports of
the activities as well as a discussion of
future plans.  

The 90th annual meeting began on
Saturday, at 9:30 am at the Crowne Plaza in
Warwick, R.I., with reports from officers
and administrators, as well as from the
numerous committees, affiliated boards,
organizations, churches and chapters.
The names of the newly elected members
were announced as follows:  H. Steven
Aharonian M.D., Charles Bilezikian, Rev.
Ara Guekguezian, Berjouhy Gulesserian,

Lucy Janjigian, Aram
R. Minnetian, Robert
Messerlian, Carol
Bezirganian Perez,
M.D., and Michael
Voskian, D.M.D.  

The annual meeting
banquet was held that
evening in The Bristol
Ballroom at the
Crowne Plaza where
all members and
guests were
welcomed by Andrew
Torigian, Executive
Director of AMAA,
followed by an
invocation by Rev.
Mgo Mekredijian.

Guests of the evening
and the participants in

the program were introduced by the
Master of Ceremonies, Melanie
Zeitounian of the host church.  Warm
greetings were given by H. Steven
Aharonian, M.D. (AMAA President), Rev.
Joseph Matossian (Minister to Armenian
Evangelical Union of North America),
Rev. Joel Mikaelian (Armenian
Evangelical Union of France President),
Rev. Harout Selimian (Armenian
Evangelical World Council President) and
Rev. Dr. René Leonian (AMAA Armenia
Representative).  The highlight of the
evening was the celebration of the 20th
anniversary of the Armenian Children’s
Milk Fund, where the organization’s chair
Jeanmarie Papelian, Esq. acknowledged
the fund’s milestone with a video
presentation that depicted the 20 years of
bringing life-saving infant formula to the
children of Armenia.  In addition to the
video presentation, a special guest, Lilit
Galstyan, from Vanadzor, Armenia, was
introduced. Lilit was one of the thousands
of infants from Armenia who received the
infant formula during the first few years

90th Annual Meeting of AMAA Celebrates 
20th Anniversary of

Armenian Children’s Milk Fund
By Ani  A. Janbazian, DMD

Jean Marie Papelian, Esq., Armenian Children’s Milk
Fund Chair with Lilit Galstyan of Vanadzor, Armenia

Andy Torigian, AMAA Executive Director presenting a 
Certificate of Appreciation to Dr. & Mrs. Albert & Sue Phillips
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of her life when she was unable to breast
feed because she and her mother were
both suffering a life threatening infection
from tainted well water. Without the
formula, she may not have been alive
today. Now 17 years old and healthy, Lilit
gave an emotional testimony and a word
of gratitude and thanked the AMAA and
the Milk Fund for their support.  A

beautiful musical program
followed with soloist
Gohar Manjelikian and
pianist Levon Hovsepian.
Andy Torigian presented
to Dr. Albert Phillips and
his wife Sue a certificate of
appreciation for all their
work in coordinating and
leading a medical team to
Armenia in July 2009.
They gave a presentation
of the work accomplished
there and shared their
appreciation for the hard
work of their entire team.
Also, a letter from Mr.
Henry Morganthau to Mr.
Stephen Philibosian from
1916 and picture of Mr.
Morganthau were
beautifully mounted and
presented by Andy

Torigian to Mrs. Joyce Stein in
honor of the generosity of her
father, Mr. Stephen
Philibosian, in both time and

finances to assist needy Armenians. A
benediction by the Rev. Dr. Vahan
Tootikian concluded the evening’s
banquet.

The 90th Annual Meeting Worship
Service and Installation of AMAA officers
were held the next morning at The
Armenian Euphrates Evangelical Church.
Rev. Avedis Boynerian, moderator of the

AEUNA, presented the Armenian sermon
with Rev. Greg Haroutunian delivering
the English sermon.  Executive Director
Andy Torigian gave a service of
remembrance “to those AMAA members
who concluded their earthly pilgrimage
during the past year and joined the heavenly
audience.” The service was concluded
with the installation of the newly elected
AMAA Board members by the Rev. Dr.
Vahan Tootikian, Executive Director of the
Armenian Evangelical World Council. 

The entire weekend would not have
been possible without the tireless efforts
of the AMAA staff, The Armenian
Euphrates Evangelical Church, their
minister Rev. Mgo Mekredijian and the
Church Council for hosting the meeting
and the ladies of the church for preparing
the lunches and dinners, as well as Carlos
and Nancy Taraktzian of the host church
for playing a key role in handling the
weekend’s logistics. 

This year’s 90th annual meeting was
once again a success, bringing all
participants together in fellowship to
praise God for the AMAA and its services
in 24 countries around the world.  

The AMAA serves the religious,
educational and social needs of Armenian
communities around the world.  The
AMAA was founded in 1918 in Worcester,
MA and was incorporated in New York in
1920.  AMAA is a 501(c)(3) non-profit
organization.

Andy Torigian, AMAA Executive Director a Framed letter from Mr. Henry
Morganthau to Mr. Stephen Philibosian from 1916 and picture of Mr.

Morganthau to Mrs. Joyce Philibosian Stein in honor of the generosity of
her father, Mr. Stephen Philibosian

GREGOR GRIGORIAN, a 6th
grade student, took the Johns
Hopkins University Talent Search
SCAT Test, which is rendered to 9th
graders.  His results are notable.

Gregor has performed in the 99th percentile in the Math section,
scoring higher than 99% of the 9th graders on a national scale.
The Merdinian Administration, Faculty, and Staff are extremely

proud of Gregor’s profound accomplishment and success.
Every year the Johns Hopkins University Center for Talented

Youth recognizes students’ high academic talents through their
participation in challenging above-level tests designed to
measure a student’s mathematical and/or verbal reasoning
abilities.  Each year a number of Merdinian Middle School
students participate in this contest.

Merdinian Student’s 
Astounding Aptitude in Math



2009 AEWF Retreat: 
Serving the Lord with Gladness

By Lisa Kradjian

T he 11th Biennial Conference of the
Armenian Evangelical Women’s

Fellowship Western Region, was held in
September 25-27, 2009, at the Embassy
Suites Hotel, in San Luis Obispo,
California. The weekend was filled with
loving fellowship, insightful teaching and
energized worship.  The theme was
“Serve the Lord with Gladness” (Psalm
100:2).  

Chaplain Major Lucy Der Garabedian,
our keynote speaker, is a chaplain in the
U.S. Army, currently stationed in Hawaii.
Originally from Beirut and a graduate of
Haigazian University and the Near East
School of Theology, Major Lucy is also
presently working on her Doctor of
Divinity Degree at Erskine Theological
Seminary in South Carolina.  

She shared some of the highs and lows
of her ministry experiences in the military.

Despite dealing with death and the
psychological turmoil of soldiers and
their families every day, she is still able,
through Jesus Christ’s grace, love and
power, to serve Him with gladness.  

Major Lucy also cited Genesis 29 and the
story of Rachel and Leah, comparing their
experiences as women (the beautiful and
the unwanted) and what the attendees
could learn from both sisters when they
choose to focus on serving and praising
the Lord, instead of dwelling on their
circumstances.

Straight from the retreat, Major Lucy
headed to Arizona, to meet with a
homecoming troop of soldiers from
Afghanistan, and their families, to assist
with counseling and re-integrating them
into family and civilian life.

Outgoing AEWF Chair, Houri
Melkonian, led the group with her

wonderful brand of energy, love and
humor.  The worship team of Cynthia
Ketenjian, Melissa Ishkanian and Searan
Salibian kept the group’s minds and
hearts set on the Lord with a combination
of both old and new hymns and songs,
with the lyrics projected onscreen by Nyri
Minassian.  

Seminars included “Seeing Life’s
Challenges from God’s Perspective” led
by Dr. Ann Karagozian Sarafian, and
“Sharing Testimonials,” led by Rouzan
Bosnoyan.  For the first time, the
conference also provided a professional
nurse, Rosig Der Tavitian, and a
professional counselor, AEWF Founder
Roseann Emerzian Saliba.

The banquet, put on by the ladies of
Calvary Armenian Congregational
Church in San Francisco, was an enjoyable
evening featuring a prime rib buffet, a
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talent show, an Armenian Evangelical
Church quiz, a “Guess the Pastor’s Wife”
baby picture quiz, and a slide show of
AEWF conferences over the years.

The Sunday morning worship service
was led by Minister to the Union, Rev.
Joseph Matossian, who preached sermons
in Armenian and English and
administered Holy Communion.

The outgoing board of AEWF was
commended for their years of service:
Houri Melkonian, Chair; Grace Kurkjian,
Vice Chair; Maral Arikian, Secretary;
Souzi Baghdikian, Treasurer; Suzie
Matossian, Advisor; and Members at
Large Mary Lou Bagdasarian, Geraldin
Tahejian, Rouzan Bosnoyan, Sevan
Balabanian, Angel Bedirian, and Marie
Birebirian.  

The incoming AEWF Board was elected
and installed as follows: Diana
Jamgotchian, Chair; Marie Birebirian, Vice
Chair; Maral Arikian, Secretary; Hasmig
Sherbetjian, Treasurer; Leda Kissoyan,
Historian; Advisors Suzie Matossian and
Houri Melkonian; and Members at Large
Renee Tovmassian, Sue Khushigian, Arpi
Haleblian, Angel Bedirian, Kathy
Jenanian and Nora Balabanian.

More than 110 ladies attended the
conference, and the AEWF looks forward
to everyone returning for the retreat in
2011.  As Chairman, Houri stated: “God
willing, we will see you in two years – and
you will bring a friend with you.”

The 2009 committee with Speaker Lucy

The new office for the 2010 term
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Profile of a Dedicated Christian

Anie Manoushagian Brings 
Her Skills and Compassion

to Elderly Armenians in the Community

Anie Manoushagian’s kind and
nurturing nature is not only part of

her personality, but is what has aided in
her success as a nurse for more than 35
years. She earned her degree at the
American University of Beirut, Lebanon,
in the early 70’s and remained there
working in a surgical unit. After a few
years, she traveled to Saudi Arabia where
she worked as a triage nurse and a
midwife. Upon returning to Beirut, she
refined her skills by working as an
operating room nurse. When Anie came to

the U.S. in 1979, she arrived in Boston
with a wealth of experience, and had the
opportunity to work at some of our major
hospitals in their intensive care units.

When Anie married Berj Manoushagian
in 1987, she chose to work with him at his
printing business in Cambridge, while she
continued to take courses to maintain her
nursing license. While she wasn’t actively
looking to return to nursing, she was
approached about a unique nursing
position at Arevik, a new Adult Day
Healthcare Facility located in the heart of
Watertown. She felt it was a natural fit for
her and a pleasant transition back to her
love of nursing. She is very pleased with
her work at the center and believes that
she is able to help improve the lives of the
participants who visit each day.

Each morning at Arevik, Anie checks
each participant’s blood pressure and
other health indicators, while she keeps
the kitchen staff up to date on each
person’s food needs or restrictions. Anie
also lectures on health issues, speaking in
Armenian so there will not be any vital

information that participants cannot
understand.

What’s unique about Arevik is that
everyone is Armenian; the staff members
are Armenian, the door to door
transportation is provided by Armenian
speaking drivers, and even the television
programming obtained through satellite
is all in Armenian. Moreover, members of
the local Armenian clergy come to visit
regularly. Our own Dr. Arpi Boynerian
has visited the center and lectured about
eye health.

Anie is the daughter of the Rev. Barkev
Orchanian who visits the center twice a
week to share God’s Word.

Anie has served on many Boards and
Committees at the Armenian Memorial
Church, and for two consecutive years,
she was elected to serve as Moderator.
Her smile and sweet, caring disposition
always brighten the halls of the church
and her workplace.

- Reported by Donna Boole Yerganian

Aresearch paper titled, Religious Beliefs, Social Support, Self-Efficacy and Adjustment
to Cancer, written by Dr. Barbara Hovsepian, member of First Armenian

Presbyterian Church in Fresno, was first published in the journal Psycho-Oncology and
then provided in summary form to nearly 20,000 readers in the October 8, 2009 issue of
the BCN (BreastCancer.Net) News.  The BCN News is read in nearly every major cancer
and health organization, all the major breast cancer organizations, and major research
laboratories and universities around the world.

A Renowned Researcher
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Hf9g0gigh>-

Iy9hpyrj fif8fvjh ;g5gikyuthf9yu pgkf9gsg79
lghxjrgvg0 =9/ Lgigtg9k kg99f9 - ≥:18yrfgh÷,
≥G;y8yrfgh÷, Ifwgrfgh÷, funh> - glgdjh

xzyug9yupjuhhf9 io 7g9yuvgh=jhm g9dfn2 xg5hgnys
fif8fvjjh lydfuy9 7g5gaxjtyupfgh/ :18yr G5g2fgn 4gk
sgk io bdg9 jh2hbjh2 lyh kj9y8 igvyupfgh 4yu9a
kf8fiyupjuhhf9 rkghgnys, tghgughx y9 j9 ghyuhh gn io
0gt0tyu=9/ Yu 2ghj y9 gh c=9 i9hg9 j9 0g5g7yupfgh xg4ko
py8yun, j9fh dy90gijv Kjkyro 89ifv lyh, y9;=rbj
3g8g8yupjuh lgrkgk=/ Kjkyr, 4hy9lju j9 lgryuh
lgugkgvfgn, yu ehguy9yupfgte 3g8g8gr=9 onngnyuh,
7gay8fvgu Ryu9e Lydjjh 1dhyupfgte 3g8g8yupjuho
sf9glgrkgkfn/ Yu g;g, gh sf9gxg96gu Tgifxyhjgm
:18yrj t1k/

- ≥Dylyupj?uh Grkyu0y7÷, g8g8gifv G5g2fgno/
Fif8fvjh 3g8g8g0 =9/ Gh dylyupjuh kyugu Grkyu0y7 hgfu

Kjkyrjh lgtg9 y9 J9 4hy9l2ys i9vg0 =9 3g8g8yupjuho
sf9glgrkgkfn g7x wypy9ig0 fif8fvjjh t=a/

Kg9fsf9aj g5jpysm f9e 4gk eghf9yu lgtg9 dylyupjuh io
7g7khfh2 Grkyu0y7, i9hg.h2 tfh2btfb nyu9a 2hhg9iyupfgh

fhpg9ifn, yu dylyupjuh 7g7khfn J9fhm y9 7g8pgigh lghg0 =
tfbm tf9 t8g0 lydfuy9 ;g72g9hf9yuh t=a/ Gh4y]u4k p= cfh2
ty5hg9, fu ;=k2 c= ty5hgh2 dylyupjuh kgn hjupgigh g7h
eyny9 19lhyupjuhhf9yuh, g7h eyny9 hyugqyuthf9yuh fu
7gay8yupjuhhf9yuh lgtg9 by9r yuhfvgh2 Grkyu0y7 4hy9l2ys/
Gh4y]u4k p= dylyupjuh iyukgh2 Grkyu0y7 y9 g7r f9i9jh t=a
3g8g8 yu f9aghji kg9j to fur eyny9fvjh2, lyd c= p=
7g9gef9geg9 khkfrgigh hf8 x9yupfgh fhpg9iyufvgh2/
Eg7v kg9ef9 = x9xg;gkqg5o :18yr G5g2fgnj g96gig0
dylyuhgiyupfgh/ Gh dylyupjuh io 7g7kh= y9 lydfuy9
;gkf9gbt to 4glyug0 = Iy9hpyrj fif8fvjjh t=a, yu
Grkyu0y7 4hy9l2ysm lghxg9kg0 fh wypy9ig0 ij92f9o, yu
7g8pghgi kg9yug0m ghyhv s9g7/

Kg9yugh g7r f8ghgijh, io l9guj9yujh2 tf9 gh6f9o nyu9a
jh2hg2hhyupfgh fhpg9ifn yu t=iji t=iji pyufn g7h eyny9
wy96yupjuhhf9o y9yhv fhpg9iyufvgh2, yu 7g8pgigh fngh2,
fu igt ;g9kyufvgh2/ Grkyu0y7 hf9ig7yupfgh t=a
igkg9yug0 g7r jh2hg2hhyupjuho i9hg7 tfb gt1pglg9
py8yun, i9hg7 7yurglgkyupfgh tgkhfn, fu igt gufnj
3yhg9lyupjuh 4hy9lfn tfbjm y9 g;g43g9yupfgh g5gajh
2g7no ;jkj lghxjrghg7/ #1rj]h2 19jhgihf9ys>

| #tegd9gigh |

≥Dylyupj?uh Grkyu0y7÷
Sf9> :g9dfu H> Kg9gdqfgh

≥Eg7v dylyupjuh Grkyu0y7, y9yslfkfu @9jrkyrj lfk tjgvg0m
tj4k i'g5gahy9xyujh2 Grkyu0tysm je9fu df9jhf9o @9jrkyrj
7g8pgigh pgwy9jh/ Ghy74 ey79j htghm y9 io kg9g0yuj gt=h
kf8m Grkyug0 io dy90g0= tfb y9;=rbj qghcvhfh2 @9jrkyro
eyny9 tg9xyv÷ "E> Iy9hp> ™>¡¢}

Good News for Modern Man – 1996.
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|  #tegd9gigh |

g> I9hg.h2 dylyupjuh kgn Grkyu0y7 y9 Gh hyugqg0 = tf9
3y4y9 yu rjh l;g9kyupjuho/ Pf9fur g7h2g?h l;g9kgvg0
fh2 tf9 igkg9g0 hjupgigh hyugqyuthf9ys, yu xjbg0
lg9rkyupjuhys y9 rirg0 fh2 ghg9dfn g82gkh yu gh1pjh,
yu sf9=h xjkfn bghyh2/ Tfh2 tfb 4hy9lguy9g0 fh2 tf9
qg9;jiyupfgh, yu egvg5ji kg8ghxjh lgtg9 y9yhv 4hy9lju
kj9gvg0 fh2 tf0 lg9rkyupfgh/ L;g9kgvg0 fh2 tf9
r9gtkyupjuhysm jhc y9 t8g0 = tfb g9lgtg9lfnyu, yu
0j0g8fnyu gt=h ghyhv s9g7 y9yh2 b9iyug0 fh g7x 4hy9l2=h/
G7y], l;g9kgvg0 fh2 y9 i9vg0 fh2 tf9 ryu9 31r2ys yu
d9jcys ghyughg9ifn tf9
lgig5giy9xo, yu ≥vf3jh t=a
kg;gnfn÷ bg7hm y9;=rbj g]n
clgtg96gij 31rjn tfbj x=t/ G?l,
y92g?h 3y4y9, y92g?h rjh yu
gteg9kgugh xg96g0 = tf9
l;g9kyupjuho/ G9xf12 i9vg.0 fh2
7g8pghgi kghjn tf9 l;g9kyupfgh
s9g7, yu dylyupjuh kgn Grkyu0y7/

e> I9hg.h2 dylyupjuh 7g7khfn Grkyu0y7
y9 hyugqg0 fh2 tf9 zngkyupjuho fu
gdglyupjuho/ Y?92gh zngk f8g0 fh2
dhglgkfnyu t=am tf9 ;g4k1hfghf9o,
tf9 dy90gijvhf9o, lydfuy9gighhf9o,
i9pgigh dy90jchf9h yu eg9f9g9hf9o/ Tf9 g7r zngkyupfgh
;gkqg5gu y]c tjg7h bGrkyug0 s4kgvyuvg0 fh2, lg;g
g;f9g3k dkhyug0 fh2/ Tfh2 iy9rhvyuvg0 fh2 tf9 xj92o,
hgfu 0g5g7yupfgh g5jphf9m fif8fvjjh yu ohif9yupfgh t=a/
Iy9rhvyuvg0 fh2 hgfu j9g]u eg9figthf9/ Lg;g. tf9
gdglyupjuhh yu i00jyupjuhoµ/ I'g9z= lg9v kgn> Grkyug0
hyugqg.0 = tf9 i00jyupjuho, hyugqg.0 = yu kj9gvg.0m tf9
x9gtg;ghgihf9yuh fu khkfrgigh g8eju9hf9yuh/ I9hg.h2
dylyupjuh kgn Grkyu0y7 y9 4hy9l2 i'oh= tfbj y9;=rbj J9
Kghm Fif8fvjjhm hjupgigh ig9j2hf9o lydgh2/ I9hg.h2
dylyupjuh kgn Grkyu0y7 y9 tfb t8g0 = eg9fdy90yupjuh
ohfnyu, fu lydgnyu ig9j2hf9o tfbt= hyugb eg3kguy9 f8y8
gbdgijvjh f]u 1kg9jh/

d> I9hg.h2 dylyupjuh kgn Grkyu0y7 y9 Gh hyugqg0 = tf9
lgqy7g;g4kyupjuho/ Gh4yu4k p= lgqy72o grkyug0g7jh
4hy9l2 fu 19lhyupjuh => rgig7h gug?8> tfh2 io ty5hgh2
dylyupjuh 7g7khfn Grkyu0y7 y9 J]h2 = j9g]u lgqy72hf9yu fu
yu9g3yupfgh g8eju9o, yu wy3g9=hm io ;g4kfh2 lgqy72o yu
io xg5hgh2 lgqy7g;g4k/ F9e lgqy72o xg5hg7 h;gkgi, yu
;g4kgtyuh2j g5g9ig7, g7x ;g9gdg7jh gh io kj9ghg7
tf9 ifgh2jh, yu tfh2 io xg5hgh2 ghy9 df9jhf9o/
Lgqy72hf9yu kj9ghgnyu tf9 kfhcjh t=am tfh2 io wy96yujh2
yu9j4hf9o tjayv xg96hfn tf9 2tglgqy72jh, yu io sf9g0fh2
bghyh2 nyi g5g9ighf9yu, fu yc p= Grkyu0y7 ;gkif9yso
rkf80yug0 gh6f9yu/

x> Sf9ag;=r, i9hg.h2 dylyupjuh kgn Grkyu0y7 y9 tfb
w9ig0 = J9 Y9xuy7h &jryur @9jrkyrj ifgh2jh
oh0g7gef9yutyso, Ghy9 fhpg9iyug0 3gcj tglys, eg7v hgfu
7g8pgigh 7g9yupjuhys/ I9hg.h2 dylyupjuh kgn Grkyu0y7 y9
K=9 &jryur i'g;9j tf9 r9kjh t=a, yu J9 Ryu9e Lydjys io
xgrkjg9gi= tfb y9;=rbj j9g]u lydfuy9hf9 onngh2/ Rgig7h
bdy]u4> lydfuy9yupjuho sig7gdj9 to c= y9 tfh2
igkg9fnyupfgh lgrg0 fh2/ Lydfuy9yupjuho ;=k2 c= y9
gh6hgighgvyuj g7h grkjqgh y9 tfbj j9guyuh2 kg7
yu9j4hf9yu s9g7 ≥lydfuy9÷ e5hyupjuh eghfvhfnyu, bghyh2 yc-

lydfuy9 igtm hyugb lydfuy9 higkfnyu/
Tf9 lydfuy9yupjuho j9guyuh2 cj kg9
tfbj l;g9k, yu ghwgwighigk
xgkguy9hf9 onngnyu yu9j4
lydfuy9hf9yu ifgh2jh yu
sf9gef9tyuh2jh higktgte/ Tfh2,
je9fu lydfuy9hf9, io wy96yujh2
tkg0fn yu dy90fn g7h;=]rm y9;=r p=
q4tg9kyupjuho tf]9 iy8th =, yu fp=
yu9j4 lydfuy9hf9 kg9ef9 tkg0fhm
ghyh2 r3gn fh, lydfuy9 cfh, yu
xzy32j g9zghj fh/ Ghigrig0 g]7r
=9 Iy9hpyrj fif8fvjjh t=a 0gdg0
s=qjh yu wypy9jijh ;gkqg5o,
g7rjh2h, bj9g9 2hhgxgkfn, j9g9yu

lydfuy9 ifgh2h yu dg8gwg9hf9o xgkg;g9kfn, yu bj9g9
xzy32 89ifn j9g]u lydfuy9 conngnyuh lgtg9>>>/

Lydfuy9 l;g9kyupjuho gtfh=h glguy9 tf82h = y9 guf9hf9
io dy90= fif8fvjhf9yu fu lgugkgvfgnhf9yu wy3-
7g9gef9yupfghv t=a/ Ljthg;g4kyupjuho tf9p je9fu xjtgi
igt bdfrk dy90g0fnysm xgkg;g9kyupfgh i'fhpg9ifh2 yu
io tfiyurgvhfh2 g7ng3yl eg7v q4tg9kg;=r lydfuy9 gh6f9
fu lgug2gighyupjuhhf9/ Y92g?h ;=k2 yuhjh2 K=9 &jryurj
3yhg9lyupfgh, fu rj9y7 ghif80 yu q4tg9jk
sg9yufvy8yupfgh/ Tfh2 i9hgh2 jrig;=r dylyupjuh kgn
Grkyu0y7 fp= J9 4hy9l2ys 7gay8g0 fh2 7g8pfn tf9 lydfuy9
l;g9kyupfgh, fu yu9j4hf9o xgkg;g9kfnyu wy96yupfgh/
≥Ohxyuhfv=]2 bj9g9 g7h;=]r jhc;=r y9 @9jrkyr ohxyuhfv
tfb L19 Grkyu0y7 wg52jh lgtg9÷/ G]7r = :18yr
G5g2fgnjh ;gkyu=9o L5ystj fif8fvjjh/ Tfh2 jrig;=r
ig9fhgnyu fh2 ohxyuhjn bj9g9 @9jrkyrj lydjys, yu
ig9fhgnyu fh2 hgfu rj9ys dy90givjn hy7hj]ri lydfuy9
lg9vf9yu t=a tfbj kg9gig90j2 f8y8 lydfuy9 f8eg79hf9yu fu
2y79f9yu lfk/ Tfh2 i9hg.h2 dylyupjuh kgn Grkyu0y7 y9 J9
4hy9l2ys 7g8pg0 fh2 lydfuy9 l;g9kyupfgh, orf]h2m
rhgwg5yupfghm y9 io egzh= tfb yu9j4 lydfuy9 gh6f9=, yu io
t8= tfb xgkg;g9kfnyu bghyh2 y9yh2 tfbj ;=r cfh 3y9lj9/

Kg]7 Grkyug0 y9 dgnj2 hy9 kg9f49aghjh t=a @9jrkyrj
7g8pgigh pgwy9jh tjghgh2, yu dylyupjuh kgh2 y9 tfbj
7g8pgigh io xg96h= tf9 xjtgd9gug0 wy96yupjuhhf9yuh t=am
y9;=rbj 3g8g8yupfgh t=a g;9jh2, yu dy90givjh2 j9g9yu
lfk, yu J]9 wg52jh lgtg9/ Gt=h/

Tf9 lydfuy9yupjuho j9guyuh2
cj kg9 tfbj l;g9k, yu
ghwgwighigk xgkguy9hf9
onngnyu yu9j4 lydfuy9hf9yu
ifgh2jh yu sf9gef9tyuh2jh
higktgte/



22 | Forum DECEMBER 2009

K=9 &jryur @9jrkyrj )hyuhx=h f1po xg9f9 g5ga,
Cjhgvjhf9 ig5yuvfvjh j9fhv g7x l5cgiguy9 fu
ly7gig; ;g9jr;o, y9yuh f9ig9yupjuho ¢ººº t8yh=h

gufnj = fu bg7h gtey8agvhfnyu g453gkgh2o kfufv lg9ju9
kg9j> rgig7h t=i tjnjyh gh6f9 tglgvgh g7x ohpgv2jh/

:g9jr;jh h;gkgih =9m j9fh2 bj9fh2 ;g4k;ghfn
p4hgtjhf9yu "Tyhiynhf9yu} 7g96giyuthf9==h fu igrfvhfn
bghyh2 y9 f9ij9o cig9fhgh tkhfn/

Rgig7hm lgig5gi g7r eyny9jh, lfkg2929gigh =9 y9
p4hgtjh g7r lg9ju9 kg9jhf9yu ohpgv2jh £ ghdgthf9
7gay8fvgu 7g96gijn g5ghv ;g9jr;o 2ghxfnyu fu igt gn
ghy9 ;gkf9yuh shgr lgrvhfnyu/ J.hc;=r/

I'oryuj p= tjhc 0hy8hf9o beg8 =jh g;glysyupfgh
lgtg9 dy90fnyu "g7x ;g9jr;hf9o ig5yuvfnys}m ghyh2
ty5vg0 =jh j9fhv bgugihf9yuh yu88gtkyupjuh ry9sfvhfn/
Y9yslfkfu ;gktyupjuho io 7g7kh= p= p4hgtjh,
;g9bg;=r x5hg;gho ig4g5fnys ig9y8gvg0 =9 f9ij9o
tkhfn/

G7r19 gn, hy7hghtgh eghf9 io ;gkgljh y9yh2 io
;glghafh tf9 ghtjagigh yu4gx9yupjuho/ G7r19 gn, tjhc
0hy8hf9 bdg8yug0 fh j9fhv 19g;gljio 4glfnys fu
g43gkgh2j n0yufnys, egug9g9 zgtghgi cfh yuhfhg9
j9fhv bgugihf9yuh lydfuy9 xgrkjg9giyupjuh
lg7pg7pfnyu/

Tjhc g7xm g7r tf9 hy9 rf9yuhxjh, "7gkig;=r ;fkgigh
sg9zg9ghf9yu t=a} tk2f9o io ;8ky9yujh r3gn fu tg9xyv
iy8t= lhg9yug0 fb9gigvyupjuhhf9ys/ G7h;jrj hjupf9 io
ry9sjh y9yh2 tf9 ohxyuhg0 sg9xg;fkyupfgh fu
ohkghfigh ifgh2j rgltghf9o io skghdfh/

!9jhgi, ig9d to ghlgugk ;gktgeghhf9 i'yuryuvghfh
y9 i91ho 0gdyut yuhfvgu f9e tg9xji f9ijh2o xjkfnys
rirgh G9fuh yu Nyurjho ;g4kfn/ Sf9ag;=r ghyh2 io
;hxfh p= Grkyug0 tg9x g9g9g0o c'rkf80fv, g7n tg9xji
bGrkyug0 rkf80fvjh/

Ghyh2 i'orfh p= Grkyu0y7 dy7yupfgh wgrkf9 ehgu

cigh/ G5gufn, g43g9lj t=a dkhyuy8 vguo, kg5g;gh2o,
yu xzeg3kyupjuho, g;gvy7v fh eg9j Grkyu0y7 dy7yupjuh
cyuhfhgnyuh/

Ys rj9fnj Lg79fhgijvhf9, jhc;=r ghvfgnj
Cjhgvjhf9yuh ;gkglfvgu, tfh2 gn f9i9y9xgigh fu
zgtghgiguy9 beg8yuthf9yu ;gkqg5gu ckg9yujh2 yu
cty5hgh2 wy3ghvfn tf9 lgugk2j q4tg9kyupjuhhf9o, tf9
bgugihf9yuh/

G7r19 Grkyu0y7 Lydjh eyny9jr iyc i'yu88= x=;j
lydfbg9pyut/ P4hgtjh g7r19 3y9gtghi if9;ys, yc p=
tjg7h tf9 hy9 rf9yuhxjh tk2f9o io ;8ky9= g7r;jrj
dg8gwg9hf9ysm g7n ghvfgnjh gn o9g0 =, fu 4gkf9yuh
lgugk2o iy90ghg0 = Lgtg7hgsg9gigh igt g7n fu g7n
wjnjrywg7yupjuhhf9ys/

Rgig7h Grkyu0y7 31r2o xg9f9 g5ga egvg7g7k19=h
bdyu4gvyuvf9 = tfbm y9 py7n ckgh2 p4hgtjjh y9 3yuz= tf9
ohkghfigh fu lgugk2j ;g9jr;hf9=h hf9r/ Lg;g
2gageg9 rf9kfh2 yu ohe5hfh2 ifgh2j j9y8yupjuho yu
ghy9 h4ghgiyupfgh q4tg9kyupjuhhf9o/

Lfkfugeg9 ;=k2 cyuhjh2 4gk lf5yuh f9pgnyu y9;=rbj
Grkyu0y7 tgkf9yu lfk2f9yuh gighgkfr onngh2/

)hhxyv d92j g5gajh dnyu3jh t=a io ig9xgh2
rkf80gdy90yufgh tgrjh/ F9e tg9xo rkf80fnyu
zgtghgio lgrgu, Grkyug0 orgu> ≥Tf9 ;gkif9ys, tf9
htghyupfgh ;=r tg9x ohfh2, y9 kj9g;fkfh 0ysyu
6yuif9yuh, f9ijh2j p5cyuhhf9yuh fu ohkghj ghgryuhhf9yuh,
gtey8a f9i9jh, yu f9i9j s9g7 ry8gvy8 eyny9
ry8yuhhf9yuh÷/

G7r19 fp= tg9x g9g9g0 py7n kg7 y9 q4tg9kyupfgh
lydjh bjh2 t8=, gh ;jkj ig9y8ghg7 h4tg9fn y9
ghig9fnj = Grkyu0y7 dy7yupjuho yu9ghgn, y92gh gn
g43g9l aghg7 tfb lgtybfn tg9xig7jh dg8gwg9hf9ys/

Tfh2 ;=k2 = ghx9gxg5hgh2 y9 tf9 t=a ig9d to
7gkighj4hf9 igt g5gufnyupjuhhf9 igh y9yhv yu9gvyuto
ghig9fnj =/ Hy7hjri djkhgighhf9m tjhcfu g7r19 io

Jtgrkyupjuhom
Jtgrkyupfh=

)gdyut I'g5h=
Sf9> G9g Cg29fgh

Sermon preached at Holy Trinity Armenian Church
November 22, 2009

Gen. 1:26-31 “Wisdom Comes from Wisdom”
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aghgh ghyhv 7g9tg9 egvgk9yupjuhhf9 dkhfn/
J lg9i= fr ig9y8 ft tj 2ghj hg3gxgryupjuhhf9ys

ig9d to 19jhgihf9 kgnm rirfnys kjfbf92=h y9yuh
lgrkgkyug0 fu e0g3hxyupfgte ng9yug0 19=h2hf9o
gt=hg3fngvj tg9xh gn io ljgvh=/

Rgig7h y9yslfkfu tgrhgd=ko cft g7x djkyupfgh, jh0j
lgtg9 hg3ohk9fnj = y9 Grkyug0geghgigh g5yutys
t1kfhgt g7r lg9vjh/

Yu9fth tf9 yu4gx9yupjuho xg96hfnys g7r19yug7
lgkyug0jh, ;jkj kfrhfh2 p= Grkyu0y7 31r2o i'or= p=
Grkyug0 ≥J9 htghyupjuhyso tfb rkf80fv÷/ Yu9fth g7r
y]c p= tjg7h lydfuy9 h4ghgiyupjuh to yuhj, g7n ig9y8 =
hy7hjri tf9 g7r19yug7 lg9vjh ;gkgr3ghhf9 kgn y9yh2
£ lgij9q i=kf9= io eg8ighgh/

G> G;gvy7vo y9 tg9x ig9y8 = ghx9gxg5hgn j9
jh2hyupfgh 0gdyutjh> f9e tg9x g9g9g0o djkgigh
g5yutys lg9v i'oh= rkf80gdy9yupfgh tgrjh, io lg9vh=
j.hc;=r jtgrkyupho 7g5ga figu ghjtgrk=h÷/

Lgig5gi g7x ;gktgeghhf9yu org0jh, tg9xyuh tjk2o
Grkyug0 rkf80fv/ Fp= q4tg9kyupjuho ohxyuhjh2m hy7hjri
g7r ™¡9x xg9yuh t=a gn, tg9x tj4k tf9zg0 = bGrkyug0/
Hy7hjri :18yr G5g2fgno io egvgk9= "Dg8> ∞/¡¶}, p=
tg9x g9g9g0o gufnj io hg3hk9= tf82j t=a g;9jn 2gh
bGrkyug0 xgughjn yu Ghy9 lg4ufkyu onngn/

Yu9fth, gufnj 4jkgi lg9vo ;=k2 = onng7 p= tg9x
j.hc;=r Grkyu0y7 dg8gwg9o hy7hjri ig9y8gvgu lhg9fn,
igt j.hcyu ;jkj yub= bG7h ;g4kfn/ C=. y9 tg9xyuh eyuh
ehguy9yupjuho l;g9kyupfgte nfvyug0 = fu jh2 i'yub=
j43fn, lrifn fu Grkyug0 onngn/

G9xf1.2 ig9fnj = y9 Grkyug0 jh2 rkf80fv tfb, fu
y92gh gn tf82j t=a ohi8tg0 onngh2, ig90fr tf9 t=a
bdgvyut to ig7 y9 tf9 lfkg2929yupjuho fu gtey8a
=yupjuho i'yu88= j9 Rkf80jcjh/

Yu9fth, tf9 jh2hyupjuhh = y9 io 7g7kh= tfbj p= y92gh gn
tf82ys jhig0 onngh2, tf9 38qj 7ghxjtghyupjuho fu tf9
=yupfgh t=a lgrkgkyug0 q4tg9kyupfgh
lfkg2929yupjuho, ig9y8 fh vy7v kgn y9 tfh2 ghjtgrk
;g7pyutj to g9xjuh2o cfh2 fu yc gn tjg7h tighhf9= fu
eajahf9= eg8igvg0 ky;9gi toh fh2/

@ghj y9 tfh2 ifhxghj Grkyu0y7 htghyupjuhys
rkf80yug0 fh2, tf2fhg7j ;=r cfh2, g7n 1zkyug0 fh2
gbgk igt2ys g;9fnyu, y9 tf9 f9i9y9x i=kh = - 

E> K=9o tfbj Gbgk Igt2 kyugu, y9yslfkfu q4tg9jk yu
ghif80 r=9o g7x io ;glgha=/

G7y, K=9o djkgivgeg9 tfb g7rk=r rkf80fv, y9;=rbj
tf9 7g9gef9yupjuho ;g7tghhf9ys ckg9yuj, yu yc gn t=io
ig9y8ghg7 orfn Grkyu0y7 p= ≥Xyuh igtfvg9 y9 fr
tf8guy9 onngt, yu9fth jt 7ghvgh2o c= fu bjr ;gkzfno
g9xg9yupjuh ;jkj conng7÷/

Ghlgugkhf9 lgtybyug0 fh p= gtey8a kjfbf92o yu
ghy9 t=a f8g0 ifgh2o 7g5gagvgu gha9;fkjh t=a
;gkglg0 ≥:g7pyutj÷ to lfkfugh2ys, fu jhc y9 g7r19
kf8j i'yuhfhg7 ehgigh f8gwy3yupfgh (evolution)
;gkqg5gu =/

Yu9fthm tg9x g9g9g0j ifgh2j ;gkqg5o fu h;gkgio
ghjtgrk onngnyu =/ Y9yslfkfu ifgh2o ;g9bg;=r
f8gwy3yupfgh lfk ig3yut yuhfvy8 if9;f9yuh io lfkfuj/

Eg7v lyr ;g9b lg9v to ohfnyu fh2/ Fp= tg9xighv
g;9g0 ifgh2o ghjtgrk x=;2f9= 7g5ga figu, tg9x
j.hcyu 19=h2hf9 lhg9fv, igt gufnj 4jkgio, j.hcyu io
tf8gx9fh2 tg9xyv f9e r3gnhf9 io dy90fh/ C.= y9 ghyhv
o9g0hf9o ;g9b ifgh2j ;glghag0 ig9j2hf9=h 7g5ga
fig0 fh/

T=io ig9y8 = orfn, g7x 19=h2hf9o zgtghgij ohpgv2jh
dy7gvgh y9;=rbj zy8ysyu9xhf9 3g8g8 yu lgtf9g43
g;9jh/ Lfkfugeg9 f9ij9hf9 fu lgtg7h2hf9 lgug2gigh
lgtg6g7hyupfgte 19=h2hf9 lgrkgkfvjh y9;=rbj
tg9xji 2g8g2gsg9 if9;ys g;9jh j9g9 lfk/

Fp= g7x;=r =, yu9fth lyr i'g9z= lg9v to fur ohfn/
J.hcyu lgtg9 lgtg7h g43g9lo Df9tghgvjhf9yuh
xgkg;g9kfv L9fghg9yuh y8agijbtgh lgtg9/ J.hcyu
Pyu92f9yuh o9g0o cg9yupjuh io higkfh2 igt hy7hjri
hf9ig7jr, Kg9`yu9j t=a kf8j yuhfvy8 iyky9g0o
ghohxyuhfnj io pyuj tg9xighv/

P=;fk ghyh2 g7x f9ij9hf9yu 2g8g2gvjhf9yu
lgug2gigh y9y4yuthf9h =jh, jhc dy90 yuhj thgvg0
g43g9lo ghyhv y9y4yuthf9o r3gn lgtg9fnyu, fu igt
ghyhv lgug2gigh lgtybyuthf9o 2hhgxgkfnyu, fu
7ghvguy9hf9o g9xg9 xgkj ighcfnyu/ Tf9 t=a
lgrkgkyug0 Grkyu0y7 eg9y7gigh 7gkighj4hf9h fh
y9yh2 tfbj djkgivyupjuh iyu kgh cg9o eg9j=h
bghgbghfnyu/

D> Tf9 £9x yu sf9ajh i=ko/ Tg9x g9g9g0j 3j8qo fu
igt2o g9pyuh fh y9yslfkfu ghy9 G9g9jco Ryu9e fu
Eg9y7gigh gh6hguy9yupjuh toh =/

K=9o i'gihign= y9 lgugkgvfgnhf9r gufnj eg969
tgig9xgij ifgh2j ghvhjh2, r9eyupfgh 7gkighj4hf9ys
t8yujh2, f9ihg7jh ;g9dfuhf9ys g5gahy9xyujh2 fu J9
eyny9 31r2f9yso g;9jh2/

Yu9fth, ys 7g9dfnj lg79fhgijvhf9, f9e xyu2 6fbj
lg9vh=2, ≥Fr y.s ft÷, ≥J.hc = ifgh2j h4ghgiyupjuho÷,
≥J.hcyu 4jkgio ;=k2 = ohft÷, ≥J.hcyu lydjr
q4tg9kyupfgh io 0g9guj÷, jtgvj9 y9 xyuh ifhxghj
Grkyu0y7 htghyupjuhyso rkf80yug0 fr fu jhc y9 gn
g7r19yug7 ≥3fngvj÷ iycyug0 tg9xjio orfh, xyuh
;gk9grk f8j9 Ryu9e Lydjjh 6g7ho nrfnyu, 2yu Kj9ya
igt2o jtghgnyu, Ghy9 #1r2jh g5gahy9xyupfgh
lfkfufnyu, fu tj tjg7h Ghy9 wg52 yu ;gkju ef9fnyu/

|  Jtgrkyupjuhom Jtgrkyupfh= )gdyut I'g5h= |
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T4giy7pj Gtjrm Tf9kjhfgh
Sg9zg9gh=h Hf9r
8Ow im ;angacin Ovsovxi[s5anmah e kov cor/t91

H
ogdympyr e grgin 6 amis pyrki5 a-adov;yan5

pa3x manavant` 8Ha3 M,ago3;i9 amis5 or a-i;

g\un/a3e ha3 =o.owovrtin ‘a-apanylov ir

hazaramya3 m,ago3;u5 hbardanalov anow yv

havadkow grgnylov Gorivn Skan[yliin5 Mysrob

Ma,doxi a,agyrdin q0sku` 8Ow im ;angacin

Ovsovxi[s5 anmah e kov cor/t91 Artaryv5 o[ mia3n

hra,k cor/u anmah e5 a3l nayv anow pivry.axa/

ha3yren lyzovn5 anow /novnt a-a/ craganv;ivnu

ahmah yn5 isg anonxmow snovo. syrovntnyru bidi

,arovnagyn co3adyvyl anmahov;yan me]1 

Myrdinyan Ha3 Avydaranagan War=aranen nyrs

yvs Ha3 M,ago3;u 3i,adagovyxav pazma;iv a-i;nyrow

yv a3lazan 2yvyrow1

ª! Hogd7 ª))(6in sgsav ha3yren crkyrov5 Ha3gagan

arovysdi nmo3,nyrov yv 3ov,anovernyrov

xovxahantes6waja-ku` or ,arovnagovyxav £ 0ryr1

ª£ Hodgympyrin tasavantov;ivnu tatryxav yv

a,agyrdnyr5 ovsovxi[nyr5 /no.nyr yv hivryr hajo3kow

ja,agyxin ha3gagan hamatam ja,yr1 Ja,yrov waja-

ku gazmagyrbova/ er ?no.a6Ovsovx[agan Gazmi

go.me5 isg ovdyliknyru novirova/ ein a,agyrdov;yan

yv irynx /no.ax go.me1 Ja,en ydk5 ,ovr] ª =am5

war=arani ,r]a’agin me] gu lsover Ha3gagan

yra=,dov;ivn5 yv bari y.anagnyr1 Pagin meg angivnu

a,agyrdnyr my/ da,dyrov me] qa.o. gu jzmein5 ov gu

sorwein -ovb yv cini badrasdyl1  

Ges0re ydk =amu ª6in5 war=arani srahin me]

havakova/ a,agyrdnyrovn5 /no.nyrovn yv hivryrovn

nyrga3axovyxav cy.arovysdagan 3a3dacir mu

novirova/ 8Ha3 M,ago3;i )r96ovan5 gadaro.ov;yamp

?a.igen min[yv Z7 garcyrov a,agyrdov;yan7 anonk

qantawa- gyrbow ardasanyxin5 yrcyxin yv

nyrga3axovxin #owhannes :ovmanyani 8Ga;il mu

My.r9u1 Hantisov;yan nyrga3 ein nayv hocapar2agan

gazmi antamnyr yv hivryr5 City Controller  Ovendi

Grovel5 ,r]ani osdiganov;ynen ª nyrga3asovxi[nyr5

Der yv Dig7 Jani yv Marine Mar;a3yan yv Der yv

Dig7 Greg yv Silwa Mar;a3yan1

#a3dacri me] 3adovg dy. drova/ er cnahadanki

araro.ov;yan mu1 Myrdinyan war=arani naqgin

a,agyrdnyren` Greg Mar;a3yani yv ir digno] Silwa3i

go.me hasdadova/ !))) dolari gr;anbasd mu

3an2novyxav ovsovmnagan cydni wra3 ‘a3lovn artivnk

2y-k pyro. a,agyrdi mu5 yv Los Anjylusi

ka.akabydov;yan go.me drova/ $ cnahadacryr

3an2novyxan Mi]nagarci a3n a,agyrdnyrovn oronk

irynx ,r]abadin /a-a3ylov yv a-a]nortylov

garo.ov;ivnnyr xovxapyra/ yn1 Ar=anavor

a,agyrdnyrov undrov;ivnu gadaryxin Greg yv Silwa

Mar;a3yannyru` himnovylow a,agyrdnyrovn drova/

harxarannyrov yv ,aratrov;yanx wra31 Gr;anbasdu

sdaxav ^6rt garcen #arov; Nazaryan5 isg City

Controller Ovendi Groveli 2y-amp cnahadacryr

sdaxan #arov; Nazaryan5 Naryg A;i0kynyan5 _0z

Avacyan yv <ov,an Calsdyan1

#a3daciru wyr] cdav war=arani dn0ren Br7 #owse’

Injejikyani ‘agman q0skow1
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Tf9kjhfgh Sg9zg9ghj ™ººª-™º¡º
Kg9f49aghj Sf9gtyuko

8A-av0d Lovso35

Arycagn5 Artar5

A- is Lo3s ?acya\97

A3s e ivrakan[ivr /no.ki xangov;ivnu` ir

zavagnyrovn hamar5 qntranku5 a.0;ku` Asdov/o3

ov..ova/5 lo3s` ir hocyhadornyrovn5 lo3si me] abril5

lo3sow a-a]nortovil1 Yv havadalow or Ha3 tbroxu

lo3si a.pivr e5 Sovrp Mysrobi anmar lo3su s’-o.

‘aros e5 amen Sybdympyrin5 ha3 /no.nyr irynx ancin

zavagnyru gu 3an2nyn Ha3 tbroxin1

Anxno. ª& darinyrovn nman5 a3s dari yvs

Myrdinyan Ha3 Avydaranagan War=aranu t-nyru

la3n paxa/ wyramovdi a-a]in 0ru` Sybdympyr £5

ª))(6in crgapax untovnyx ir hin ov nor a,agyrdnyrn

ov anonx /no.nyru1

A-av0dyan =amu *6in5 Mangabardyzen min[yv

Mi]nagarci *6rt garci a,agyrdnyrov ,arkyru

ov..ovyxan war=arani hantisasrahu1 Anonx gu

hydyver /no.nyrov sdovar pazmov;ivn mu1 Wyramovdi

paxman hantisov;ivnu sgsav a,agyrdnyrov gadara/

Amyrigyan yv Ha3gagan zo3c ovqdyrow5 ª£6rt

Sa.mosi ardasanov;yamp yv kani mu hocyvor yrcyrov

yrcyxo.ov;yamp1 

Miaxyal Ha3 +o.owagan Ygy.yxvo3 howiv` Wyr7

Je3sun Ma;osyanu paxman a.0;ken ydk nyrganyrovn

‘oqanxyx ir badcamu` Asdova/a,ovn[i hydyvyal

q0skyrow` 8imasdov;yan sgizpu Dero]u waqn e5 pa3x

3imarnyru imasdov;ivnn ov gr;ov;ivnu g\anarcyn95

madnan,ylow or Myrdinyan War=aranu krisdoneagan

tasdiaragov;yamp yv Dero]u waqow imasdov;ivn gu

]ampe ha3 mad.a, syrovntin1

War=aranis hocapar2ov;yan adynabyd` D0k;7

Hra3r A;ikyan o.]ovnyx nyrganyru` ,norhagalov;ivn

3a3dnyx ha3 /no.nyrovn5 or haga-ag dndysagan

t=ovar ba3mannyrov` irynx zavagnyru gu 3an2nyn Ha3

tbroxin5 yv wsdahyxovx zanonk5 or war=arani

badgan marminnyru irynx garylin bidi unyn orbeszi

irynx 3an2nova/ manovgnyru anxunyn hyzasah

dary,r]an mu yvs5 orowhydyv5 usav an me]pyrovm mu

gadarylow hancovxyal :ed Kenedien5 8polor anonx

hamar5 oronx hoca/ov;ivnu myr bardaganov;ivnn e5

a,qadanku gu ,arovnagovi5 nbadagu gu co3adyve5

lo3su wa- gu mna3 yv yrazu yrpyk [my-nir91

Wyr]in q0sk a-no.u y.av war=aranis dn0ren` Br7

#owse’ Injejikyanu5 or ir garcin pari calovsd

ma.;yx a,agyrdov;yan yv /no.ax5 zygovxyx

hasdadov;ynen nyrs gadarova/ norocov;ivnnyrovn

masin yv aba nyrga3axovx war=aranis ovsovx[agazmn

or ba,d0neov;ivnu5 polorin ma.;ylow a-o.]5 ovraq yv

artivnaved dari mu1

Hantisov;ivnu ‘agovyxav Derovnagan a.0;kow5 orme

ydk a,agyrdnyru ov..ovyxan tebi tasarannyru`

irynx ovsovxi[nyrov a-a]nortov;yamp1

Naqamangabardezu yvs ovnyxav ir wyramovdi

hantisov;ivnu5 no3n 0ru5 =amu (1£)6in5 pari

calovsdi q0skyrow ylo3; ovnyxan war=aranis dn0ren`

Br7 #owse’ Injejikyanu yv naqamangabardezi

badasqanadov` Dig7 Magi :o’alyanu5 aba

ivrakan[ivr ovsovxi[ gartax ir tasarani

anovanaxangu5 orme ydk dy.i

ovnyxav /an0;axman bah mu1

Naqamangabardezi ª))(6ª)!)

ovsovmnagan dary,r]anu sgsav 3a]ort

0ru` Ovrpa;` Sybd7 $6in1

Pari un;axk` polorin1

{oryk,ap;i5 Sybdympyr (5 ª))(5

=amu !)1))6in Myrdinyan war=aran

a3xylyxin Ha3gagan 8Armynia9 

a-acasdanavi an2nagazmen %

antamnyr5 oronk a,qarhi ,ovr] gu

ta-nan` s’iv-ki ca.ov;nyru a3xylylov
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yv zanonk irar gabylov hamar1

Hivsisa3in Amyriga3i Miaxyal Ha3 Avydaranagan

Ygy.yxinyrov Miov;yan avac howiv` Wyr7 #owse’

Ma;osyan5 hocapar2ov;yan garc mu antamnyr5 

a-a]inen min[yv *6rt garcyrov a,agyrdnyru havakovyxan

hantisasrah yv /a’o.]o3nnyrow timavoryxin hivryru1

Pari calovsdi q0skyr ov..yxin Wyr7 #owse’ Ma;osyan5

war=aranis hocapar2ov;yan adynabyd D0;k7 Hra3r

A;ikyan yv dn0ren Br7 #owse’ Injejikyan5 aba

q0sk a-av a-a-acasdanavi an2nagazmi .ygawar5

3a3dni craced Z0ri Pala3yan5 or meg a- meg

nyrga3axovx ir ungyragixnyru5 aba a,agyrdov;yan

paxadryx >arapa.i tr0,agin ov zinan,anin masin5

madnan,ylow or Ha3u mi,d azadadyn[ y.a/ e yv

bahan]ader bidi mna31

FOR THE PERSON WHO HAS EVERYTHING
Some gifts you can give this Christmas are beyond monetary value: 

• Mend a quarrel, dismiss suspicion, tell
someone, “I love you.” 

• Give something away—anonymously. 
• Forgive someone who has treated you wrong. 
• Turn away wrath with a soft answer. 
• Visit someone in a nursing home. 

• Apologize if you were wrong. 
• Be especially kind to someone with whom

you work. 
• Give as God gave to you in Christ, without

obligation, or announcement, or reservation,
or hypocrisy. 

- C. Swindoll, Growing Strong, pp. 400-1 
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PARAMUS, NJ—A rocket propelled grenade
slams into the terrace outside of the bedroom
window of the apartment he and his wife
share in West Beirut, Lebanon. It makes a
much louder sound than the routine gunfire to
which they’ve become accustomed.

A half-dozen members of a Communist
militia group, all brandishing AK 47s, pound
on the door in the middle of the night. This
scene is repeated over and over throughout a
seven-year period, with armed militia
representing the Mourabitoun, Saiqua, Druze,
Fatah, Kurds, PPS (Partie Populaire Syrienne)
and Syrian army. One night, a group storms in
with fixed bayonets, their leader ripping the
phone line out of the wall and threatening their
lives.

Abu Abed, a powerfully built militia leader
nearly as broad as he is tall, with a .45 on each
hip, who speaks with a mechanical voice box
because his own was lost in battle, becomes an
ally in smuggling tons of food through armed
blockades in order to feed thousands of
refugees.

These are just some of the events which
make the book “The Thirsty Enemy” read like
an adventure novel.

But “The Thirsty Enemy” is not a novel. It is
a memoir, the life story of John Markarian, of
West Pittston, PA.

Markarian, the 92-year-old retired college
president and ordained Presbyterian minister
who occasionally preaches at First United
Presbyterian Church on Exeter Avenue, West
Pittston, has resided in that community with

his wife Inge since 1987.
According to the book’s cover, “The Thirsty

Enemy” is “a story in which a growing faith in
God and awareness of purpose in life meet to
form the adventure. The primary setting for
the book is the city of Beirut. It tells about the
beginning steps in the creation of an institute of
higher learning and finds its theme in seven
years of war, giving a drink to the thirsty
enemy.”

Electing to remain in Beirut for the purpose
of protecting Haigazian College (now
University), of which he was founding
president, John Markarian and Inge manage to
survive a seven-year period of war, during
which life was cheap on the streets of West
Beirut, by inviting groups most would label
“terrorists” to sit down and talk over coffee.

Markarian, who has a doctorate in theology,
took inspiration from an Old Testament
proverb and repeated in the New Testament
Epistle of Paul to the Romans: “If your enemy
is hungry, give him something to eat, if he is
thirsty give him a drink for by so doing you
will heap burning coals upon his head.”

Interwoven throughout the book are
Markarian’s personal memories of growing up
as a son of a pastor, being trained in a family
member’s Oriental rug business, working as
an accountant for a public utility, graduating
with two degrees from Lafayette College and
then from Princeton Theological Seminary and
of, in 1955, accepting a challenge to launch a
new university program in Beirut.

It was the Armenian Evangelical Church that

invited Markarian, at the time in his ninth year
of teaching at Lafayette, also the alma mater of
his father and two older brothers, to launch a
new university program in Beirut for the
purpose of training leaders for the Armenian
Evangelical Church in the Near East. His first
and founding presidency of Haigazian College
ended in 1966. He served as Dean of the
Chapel and Chairman of the Religion
Department at Central College in Pella, Iowa,
for three years, returning to Beirut in 1969 to
become Director of Development and
Professor at the Near East School of Theology.
He returned to the helm of Haigazian College
in 1971 and retired in 1982.

The Markarians returned to the United
States residing in Los Angeles from 1982 until
1987 when they moved to Pennsylvania. At 92,
John Markarian is an avid tennis player and
golfer.

“The Thirsty Enemy” (pb, 450 pp, Item #335)
is published by The Armenian Missionary
Association of America (AMAA),
headquartered at 31 W. Century Road,
Paramus, NJ. Each copy of the book is $22.95.
To order, Please contact the AMAA at
201.265.2607, E-mail: amaa@amaa.org or visit
the website www.amaa.org

Rev. Markarian’s 
‘The Thirsty Enemy’: 
A Story of War, 
Faith and Passion
By Ed Ackerman
From The Sunday Dispatch

|   Book Review    |
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