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From the Editor’s Desk

Rev. Kevork George Terian

and she was excited to see what

special thing her husband was going
to do. She secretly hoped for breakfast-in-
bed or a bouquet of roses. When the
special day finally arrived, no breakfast
was served and no roses had been
delivered. In fact, it seemed that her
husband had completely forgotten her
birthday!

In the afternoon of that day, her husband
handed to her their baby boy and said,
“He’s got a present for you.” She cringed
because she knew that meant the baby
had a messy diaper. Though it irritated
her that she had to change diapers on
her birthday, she grabbed the baby and
diaper wipes and prepared for the
worst. To her delight, she found, in the
perfectly clean diaper, a jewelry box
containing an exquisite necklace of
string pearls, a wonderful present from
her laughing husband. Well, that was a
wonderful surprise, even if it was a bit
unorthodox. There are some surprises
that are plain fun, while others leave us
shaking our head.

The crude environment of Jesus’ birth
is certainly a surprise. Doesn’t it seem a
little bit absurd that the Creator of life
would be born in a damp, foul-smelling
stable? I don’t mean to be rude by this line
of questioning, but is that the way you
would have planned the birth of your
son? Would you have arranged the birth
of your son to take place among animals?
Would you have planned to announce the
birth of your son to some despised
shepherds who were at the lowest rung of
the social ladder? I would not have
planned it that way.

If you were searching for a king, you
would not be looking for someone like
Jesus. Who would have guessed that the
King of kings would be born in a stable
like an animal? Who would have guessed
that the King of kings would be a

I isa Turner’s birthday was coming up

carpenter in a tiny village? Jesus was not
the kind of king that the world was used
to. Kings were born on silk sheets in
ornate palaces. Kings led mighty armies;
Jesus led a bunch of wuneducated
fishermen. Kings rode on pure-bred
stallions; Jesus walked the dusty roads.
Kings lived in well fortified castles; Jesus
had no place to lay His head. Kings wore
fancy clothes adorned with jewels; Jesus
never wore a glamorous garment. Kings
were followed by princes and nobles;
Jesus was followed by sinners, tax
collectors and social outcasts. Jesus was
not the kind of king the world expected.

through power, wealth, or
manipulation, feel threatened
by King Jesus because He is
opposed to injustice and the

Did you ever wonder about the reaction
of those Magi who came from the East?
They noticed an unusual star in the night
sky and knew that a heavenly King had
been born. The bright star led them to
Jerusalem, and they headed straight for
the palace of King Herod. They must have
been surprised to find out there had been
no new births at Herod’s palace. They
must have been surprised when they did
not see any festivals welcoming the new-
born King. So, they asked with great
surprise, “Where is He who has been born
King of the Jews? We saw His star in the
East and have come to worship Him.”
Nobody in Jerusalem seemed to know
who and where the new King was.

In fact, Herod was greatly disturbed. He
was the reigning king and if a new king
were born outside of his family, it meant
he could be deposed. Matthew the
evangelist informs us that all Jerusalem
was disturbed as well (Matthew 2:3). If
there were a new king born while the
current king was still on the throne, it
meant trouble and bloodshed to come.

King Herod summoned his scholars to
an urgent meeting at the palace and asked
them where the new king would be born.
The scholars dug out the prophecies and
concluded that the new king must have
been born in Bethlehem, a sleepy little

town seven miles south-east of

Jerusalem.

Imagine how surprised the Magi
must have been when, upon their
arrival in Bethlehem, they were led to
the place where Jesus lay, and instead of
a royal household, they encountered a
poor peasant family. The Magi must
have been dumbfounded! They must
have scratched their heads wondering
if this was indeed the King they were
searching for! The humble
surroundings seemed incredible!

We, today, face the same dilemma:
will we worship Jesus as King? Those

who rule the world through power,
wealth, or manipulation, feel threatened
by King Jesus because He is opposed to
injustice and the oppression of the weak.

The only reason the Magi found Jesus
was because they actively search for Him.
There were Jews living in Persia at that
time and it is logical to conclude that the
Magi, in their pursuit of knowledge,
studied the religious literature of the Jews
and became acquainted with their
Messianic expectations. The term “Magi”
is a title the Zoroastrian Persians gave to
learned men who had attained the highest
level of education in theology, science and
astronomy:.

The first people who visited and
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worshiped the Christ Child were humble
Judean shepherds who represented the
lowest social class. The Magi, on the other
hand, represented the aristocratic class,
the nobility and the social elite. The
shepherds represented the Jews, while the
Magi represented the Gentiles. The
shepherds represented the illiterate
people with no formal education, while
the Magi represented the scholars who
had attained the highest education. This is
very significant because it shows that
Jesus can save both Jews and Gentiles,
people from all social classes and from all
levels of education.

In the summer of 1975, when we lived in
Bloomington, Indiana, my younger sister
who resides in Jerusalem visited us. My
wife and I decided to give our guest a
special treat by taking her and her two
children to the King’s Island Family
Entertainment Center, near Cincinnati,
Ohio. The journey eastward began on an
early Monday afternoon, and after a trip
that seemed long and tedious, the
shadows of the evening found us in the
northern suburbs of Cincinnati. My two
children and their two nieces jumped for
joy when I announced that we would

Magi found Jesus
was because they
actively searched
for Him.

begin looking for
accommodations.

Our enthusiasm, however, was short-
lived, for we soon discovered that all
motels in the vicinity of King’s Island had
posted “No Vacancy” signs. As the
children became restless, we reasoned
among ourselves, that the best thing to do
was to drive into Cincinnati and try our
luck there. We thought that a large city,
like Cincinnati, would certainly have a
vacant hotel-room for the night. What we
did not take into account was the

overnight
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possibility of getting lost in a large,
unfamiliar city.

By now, all the children were sound
asleep and the adults were exhausted. To
make matters worse, during our search
for a motel in Cincinnati, we had a blow-
out, a punctured tire. What had begun as
a joyous vacation was soon transformed
into torture. A pick-up truck driver, who
happened to pass by, noticed two women
and four children were left stranded by
the roadside, while a helpless man was
trying to fix a flat tire. He was kind
enough to stop, inquire about our
problem, and lend us a hand. To make a
long story short, this stranger guided us to
a lack-luster motel where, to our great joy,
a vacant room was found. At last, we
found a place of rest for our bone-weary
limbs.

In recalling this experience, I wonder
how Mary and Joseph must have felt
when they were turned away from the inn
in Bethlehem after they had traveled 90
miles on the back of a donkey over hilly
terrain! During this Christmas season, a
“No Vacancy” sign is still posted on the
hearts of many men and women. There
are, of course, many reasons for the

flashing of a “No Vacancy” sign. Let us

consider a few of them.

Unfortunately, Christ is rejected by
many people because of their pre-
occupation with worldly matters. The
inn-keeper, who refused to provide
accommodation, harbored no ill-will
toward Mary and Joseph. It was simply
a matter of other guests arriving first.
How true this is of many today. They are
not intentionally irreligious, but their
hearts are occupied by so many earthly
concerns, there is no room left for Christ.
The demands of modern living press
upon us from so many directions that

there is no time left for prayer, Bible study,
and religious contemplation. We have to
be careful not to allow the cares of the
world to choke up our spiritual life.

About five decades ago in England,
primary-age children were fascinated by a
radio program, during which contestants
tried to reach a parent by telephone, and
the one completing the call first, won a
prize. Many times, the most enthusiastic
caller lost because of receiving a busy
signal. Often when God tries to
communicate with us, He receives many

Often when God tries to

communicate with us,
He receives many busy
signals from us, because
we waste our precious
time discussing trivial
matters of no eternal
significance.

busy signals from us, because we waste
our precious time discussing trivial
matters of no eternal significance.

Christ will never force His way into our
lives. In Revelation 3:20, He is portrayed
as gently knocking and patiently waiting
at the door of our heart which must be

opened from within. It is important to
notice that Christ never knocks down the
door to get to us. We must choose to
either invite Him in, or keep the door
tightly shut. Those who are concerned
only about earthly matters will always
display a “No Vacancy” sign to Christ.

Other people refuse Christ because He
arrives at an unexpected time when they
do not feel the need of a Savior. To those in
the prime of life, enjoying prosperity and
a good fortune, Christ comes too soon
with His demand of allegiance. Their
attitude seems to say, “Come back, Lord,
when I am old and gray, and I will give
you the remainder of my life that is
shattered and wrecked by riotous living.”
Regretfully, for such procrastinators a
more convenient day may never come. I
have witnessed numerous people who
came to accept Christ through tragedy,
but seldom have I seen a conversion
because of super-abundance. It is sad that
some see no farther than the nose on their
face, and lack the wisdom to make the
right choice.

Another group ignores Christ because of
poor priorities. The inn-keeper of
Bethlehem misjudged his priorities. Had
he been willing to accommodate the Holy
Family, he would have enjoyed greater
success. Pilgrims visiting shrines in the
Holy Land would still be arriving at his



inn. Many tourist attractions in this
country have historical significance today
because they can boast that “George
Washington slept here.” Opportunities
often knock once and then disappear
forever. One of the most urgent needs
today is the wisdom to choose the
important things in life.

The story is told of a little, crippled boy
who desired to have a leading role in the
Christmas play organized by his class. He
longed to be Joseph, but that part was
awarded to the teacher’s favorite student.

In mind the fact that a
vacancy Is the only
place that Christ

can fill.

He would have been satisfied to be one of
the wise men, but those parts went to rich
students who could dress in exquisite
garments that made them look like kings.
He was even rejected as a shepherd, for no
one could imagine a shepherd on
crutches. The only part that remained to
him was that of the inn-keeper. His little
heart ached as he dreaded the act of being
rude and uncaring for weary travelers.

When the night for the play arrived, the
school auditorium was packed. The
curtains were pulled aside and the play
began with Joseph’s knock on the door of
the inn. The crippled boy flung open the
door of the inn and shouted at the top of
his voice, “Come in! I have been expecting
you.” The audience roared and a
thunderous applause broke out.

What a wonderful world this would be
if all signs above the hearts of professed
Christians flashed “Vacancy!” We have to
bear in mind the fact that a vacancy is the
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only place that Christ can fill. No
Christian need be lonely, for our Savior’s
name is Immanuel which means “God
with us.” The supreme assurance of
Christmas is that God has not forgotten to
fulfill human need.

I am reminded of a senior American
prisoner of war who always saw the good
signs in life. Torture was a good sign
because it would eventually end. Fridays
were good signs because fish was served.
The approaching of Christmas was
always a good sign because prisoners of

war might be released during the

holidays. A total of seven Christmases

passed before he was released from a

Japanese jail. His perpetual optimism

saved his life and served as an

inspiration to those around him. If there
could be good signs in a miserable

Japanese POW camp, there certainly are

many around us. The person who does

not have Christmas in his heart, will
never find it under a tree. Christmas is
not a date, but a state of mind.

Usually, the Christmas spirit fades
away when the Christmas decorations
are taken down, but it should not be this
way among true believers. Every

Christian ought to have a constant
Christmas in his/her heart filled with a
spirit of goodwill, friendship and
generosity.

In a cartoon a man says, “Every year I
am despondent through Thanksgiving,
depressed through Christmas, and
suicidal through the New Year’s Day. The
one lesson in life I hope to teach my
children is ‘If you can survive December,
you will be able to survive anything.”
Admittedly the accelerated pace and
activities of the holiday season can take
their toll. However, instead of getting
caught up in other people’s expectations,
we have to make a decision about what
the celebration of Christ’s birth means
personally to wus. Christmas is not
something to survive but rather to
celebrate.

I read about two women who were
feasting on a sumptuous dinner at a grand
hotel. When asked what the special

The supreme
assurance of
Christmas is that God
has not forgotten to
fulfill human need.

occasion was, one of them said, “We are
celebrating the baby’s birthday.” Since no
child was visible, the inquisitive waiter
asked, “But where is the baby?” “Oh,”
replied the mother, “he is sleeping
comfortably in his crib and does not know
anything about our celebration.” In the
rush of Christmas shopping, dinner
parties and gaiety, it is easy to forget the
Christ Child who should be at the center
of all our festive celebrations. Let us
expect to find Jesus present at His own
birthday party.

I want to emphasize that the historical
event of Christ’s birth does not save us. To
be saved, we must allow Jesus Christ to be
re-born in us. Phillip Brooks brings out
this thought in a beautiful Christmas
hymn: “O holy child of Bethlehem!

Descend to us, we pray;
Cast out our sin and enter in;
Be born in us today.”

This Christmas. may you join the angels
in rejoicing, the shepherds in believing,
and the wise men in seeking. €

Editor’s Note: Due to the deteriorating financial
condition of the Armenian Evangelical Union of
North America (AEUNA), the executive officers
decided to have the Forum published biannually
(twice a year), instead of quarterly. Therefore, in
2010, the Forum will be published only twice:
once in April, and the second time in October. We
hope that the financial status of our Union will
soon start to improve, and when that happens,
we will revert to our practice of publishing the
Forum every quarter beginning in 2011.
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Journ

By Asien Surmeian

woman on a train. From the moment

she stepped on she made a scene just
about everything. She was rude, crude and
agitated with everyone. Nothing seemed to
please her. When she arrived at the station
where she was to finally get off, the
conductor said, “Ma’am, you left something
behind.” Frowning, she turned back and

Te he story is told of a frustrated

asked the conductor what it w e
conductor responded, “A very . bad
impression!” "

Our life on earth is like a train ride. We
each get on the train of life at different
stations and at different times. The length of
our life’s journey is in God’s hands. Some
get off unexpectantly early; others enjoy a
longer ride. Nevertheless, sooner or later we
all arrive at a station where, ready or not, it’s
time to get off. The important question is:
What have we left behind? With the
'I')_eginning of a new year, this question
- becomes even more important. As we look

" -"forwar.d' to the coming twelve months, the

élﬁmgortant question should be: How can
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we live so that some day the memory we
leave behind would be a blessed one for
those we love?

Setting a good Christian example is the
most precious legacy any parent can leave
his children—an eternal inheritance of a
personal relationship with God taught at
home. Although a child may eventually
make his own choice, statistics show that
the majority of devoted Christians owe their
early commitment to God to their parents
and their early Christian training. Many
materially over-privileged children are, at
the same time, spiritually underprivileged.

The Apostle Paul instructs young

Timothy, “Set the believers an example in
speech uct, in love, in faith, in
purity” . 412). And for Christian

household-rules, he says in Colossians 4:5 —
6, “Be wise in the way you act toward
outsiders; make the most of every
opportunity. Let your conversation be
always full of grace, seasoned with salt, so
that you may know how to answer
everyone.” As Christ’s followers, it is

As we look forward to
the coming twelve
months, the all-
Important question
should be: How can we
live so that some day
the memory we leave
behind would be a
blessed one for those
we love?

important to always be gracious in all that
we say, and be an example in all that we do.
“Seasoned with salt” means that our
conversation should be in good taste. Just as
salt adds flavor to food, our conduct and
conversation should encourage further
dialogue—make others “thirsty” for what
we say so that they would want to hear
more of the Good News of eternal life
through Jesus Christ.

As we continue our journey in this New
Year, and since we haven't yet arrived at our
“station,” let’s keep in mind that the greatest
legacy we can leave behind is a spiritual one
that no amount of money can buy. Then
whenever our train reaches its final station,
we won't be concerned about what
impression we left behind! @
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Resolutions

for the New Year

By Rev. Kevork George Terian

make great promises to ourselves about

what we are going to do in the New Year,
and then we abandon our new resolutions
before the end of January. I want to suggest
that you make four commitments that will
make a radical difference in your life if you
follow through on them.

I tis that time of the year when many of us

(1) Commit yourself to forget your failures.
The Apostle Paul advises us “to forget what is
behind and strain forward to what lies ahead,
to press on towards the goal for which God
has called us in Christ Jesus” (Philippians
3:13-14). I don’t know of a more relevant and
practical advice for us at the start of 2010. God
does not want you to live your life

If you have caused ariftina
relationship by your selfish
actions and unkind remarks,
then you have the
responsibility to do everything
you can to restore it.

imprisoned by your past. For many of us
failures are painful memories. God’s Word
urges us not to allow ourselves to be bogged
down by our past failures. Stop torturing
yourself about what you did or did not do.
God does not want you to go through life
branding yourself as a failure.

(2) Commit yourself to give up your
grudges. “Bear with each other and forgive
each other whatever grievances you may
have against one another. Forgive as the Lord
forgave you” (Colossians 3:13). A grudge is a
deep and ongoing resentment that we
cultivate in our hearts against someone else.
A grudge is an unforgiving spirit that leads to
negative attitudes and harmful actions.

I want to remind you that grudges are self-
destructive. When you hold a grudge against
someone, you will hurt yourself as much, if
not more, than the person against whom your
hatred is directed. Eight years ago, a man was
killed in Utah by a parcel bomb, and
then a couple committed suicide a
week later. It turned out that the
couple who killed themselves had
sent the bomb because of a grudge
they had against the targeted victim.

Make no mistake about it, if you keep
harboring a grudge, it will eventually
destroy you, if not physically, certainly
emotionally and spiritually. It will
make you a bitter and twisted person.

(3) Commit yourself to restore
ruptured relationships. “If it is possible,

as far as it depends on you, live at peace
with everyone” (Romans 12:18). If you
have caused a rift in a relationship by
your selfish actions and unkind remarks,
then you have the responsibility to do
everything you can to restore it. Keith
Drury, who is a brilliant writer from the
Wesleyan Church says, “Restitution deals
with more than property. It is also going
back and making things right for hurtful
things you have said or done.”

(@) Commit yourself to turn your back on
your transgressions. After the American
Civil War was over, and all the slaves had
been set free, some slaves chose to remain
with their masters and continue to do what
they were told. They were emancipated, but
they chose to live as slaves. Jesus came to our
world to liberate us from the slavery and
tyranny of sin, yet many of us choose to live
in subjection to it. “Do not let sin control the
way you live, and do not give in to its hurtful
desires” (Romans 6:2). €@
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few years ago, we visited the
A beautiful Cathedral of our Lady of

the Angels in central Los Angeles.
It wasn’t the magnificent twelve-story
structure, which seats 3000 worshippers,
nor the architecture designed without
right angles, nor the stunning three
million dollar bronze doors that most
impressed me. It was a water feature that
caught my attention as I walked toward
the cathedral: a dedication to the story of
The Woman at the Well.

One of the most powerful narratives
during Jesus’s life is His encounter with
an unnamed Samaritan woman of
questionable repute who approached
Jacob’s well where Jesus sat resting after a
long journey. The story is told in exquisite
detail in John’s gospel, chapter four. Jesus
asks the woman to give Him a drink. She
is taken aback, asking “You are a Jew and
I am a Samaritan woman. How can you
ask me for a drink?” At that time, the
Jews had no dealings with the Samaritans.
Furthermore, Jewish orthodoxy stated
that water would be unclean from a
container that had been handled by
Samaritans and other gentiles.

Jesus uses the opportunity to lead the
woman gently away from physical thirst
when he says, “If you knew the gift of
God and who it is that asks you for a
drink, you would have asked Him and He
would have given you living water.” This
leads to quite an exchange that ends with
the woman saying, “Sir, give me this
water so that I won't get thirsty and have
to keep coming here to draw water.”

8| Forum
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God's

Spirit

By Maynard Kuljian

Having brought her along to this point,
Jesus delivers a coup de grace: “Go, call
your husband, and come back.” This
leads her to confess that she has no
husband, after which Jesus affirms her
honesty and tells her He knows about her
previous five husbands and her present
live-in. This evokes an amazed
exclamation, “Sir, I can see that you are a
prophet.”

Now that she thinks He is a prophet, she
brings up what was a well known
difference of opinion between Jews and
Samaritans: “Our fathers worshipped on

One of the few times
Jesus actually revealed
His identity was to an
unknown and
disrespected Samaritan

this mountain; but you Jews claim that the
place where we must worship is in
Jerusalem.” Jesus declares, “Believe me,
woman, a time is coming, when you will
worship the Father neither on this
mountain, nor in Jerusalem ....Yet a time
is coming and has now come when the
true worshipers will worship the Father
in spirit and truth, for they are the kind of

worshipers the Father seeks. GOD IS
SPIRIT, AND HIS WORSHIPERS
MUST WORSHIP IN SPIRIT AND IN
TRUTH.

The impact of this discussion so
impressed the woman that she, believing
Him to be a prophet, said, “I know that
the Messiah, called Christ, is coming.
When He comes, He will explain
everything to us”. Then follows what is
one of the few times Jesus actually
declared who He was: “I WHO SPEAK
TO YOU AM HE.” For Jesus to offer this
pearl to this lone, unknown, probably
disrespected woman, speaks volumes
about Himself and His ministry.

Having emphasized that God is Spirit, I
exit the story of the woman at the well.
She excitedly leaves her water jar at the
well and hurries back to her neighbors to
tell them what happened. The ending is
highly successful. Jesus stays with the
Samaritans for two days and many in the
village come to believe in Him.

I shift now to modern day phenomena
which I believe relate to God’s Spirit in
our world. The first mention that God’s
Spirit was involved in the Creation
appears in the earliest words in the
Genesis narrative.

“In the beginning God created the
heavens and the earth.

Now the earth was formless, and
empty; darkness

was over the surface of the deep, and
the Spirit of God

was hovering over the waters.”



At this time, when we know so much
about our universe, one of the greatest
questions challenging astronomers is the
nature of so-called Dark Energy and Dark
Matter, which pervade all of space. Both
of these are invisible to any of our senses

Could it be that the Spirit of
God everywhere surrounds
us, holding every atom in
our bodies and in the

universe together?

or instruments, but have been observed
and even measured by their effects. The
mass of Dark Matter, as currently
calculated, far exceeds the total mass of all
the observed galaxies in the universe. The
mere fact that space itself has “mass” is
foreign to science. No one has the slightest
idea what Dark Matter is.

Dark Energy has been likened to
“gravity in reverse,” and is causing all the
galaxies to be accelerating outward into
space and away from each other. A
hundred years ago, Einstein’s equations
required a “fudge factor,” what he called a
“cosmological constant,” to make them
work. Today we recognize that he was
correct (in spite of his own doubts back
then) that this corresponds exactly to Dark
Energy! Again, our ignorance is total.

Gravity and Magnetism are two
phenomena we live with every day, yet
we have no idea what they are. As
confident as we are about the physical
laws and formulas concerning them,
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gravity stubbornly refuses to fit into a
“Theory of Everything”, a goal of General
Relativity that continues to baffle the
minds of our most brilliant physicists.

We have no idea what is the field
around an ordinary permanent magnet.
We simply call this field “lines of force.”
Nor do we understand electromagnetism,
the relation between electrons and the
magnetic field. Basically, whenever an
electron moves, whether in a conductor or
in a vacuum, or in free space, or in our
brain and nerves, a magnetic field
develops around such a current. Every
electric motor depends on this fact.
Conversely, whenever a magnetic field is
moved relative to a conductor, such as the
magnetic field in a generator rotating past
the stationary field wires in that
generator, electrons in those wires are
forced to move, generating an
electromotive force, or voltage. We do not
have even a hypothesis to explain these
relationships.

Could there be higher physical laws we
do not know and cannot detect? Could it
be that the Spirit of God everywhere
surrounds us, holding every atom in our
bodies and in the universe together? In
the New Testament, there are several
allusions: Hebrews 1:3: “The Son is the
radiance of God’s glory and the exact
representation of His being, sustaining
all things by His powerful word...”
Colossians  1:16: “For by Him were all
things created; things in heaven and on
earth, visible and invisible...and in Him
all things hold together”. Though science
has named two forces inside atoms, from
which we and the universe are all made,
nobody knows what they are.

Jesus’s words: “Are not five
sparrows sold for two pennies? Yet
not one of them is forgotten by God.
Indeed, the very hairs of your head

are all numbered. Don’t be afraid;

you are worth more than many

sparrows” (Luke 12:6,7). We are
known in infinite detail.

Further affirmation that God’s Spirit is
closer than we think is stated by Jesus:

“Where two or three come together
in my name, there am I with

them”.(Matthew 18:20).

Great comfort and strength come from
knowing that God is not far off. Paul, in
Acts 17:28 declares, “For in Him we live
and move and have our being.”

King David, a very imperfect man,
finally — realized this when he
acknowledged God'’s presence in his life:

“Praise the Lord, O my soul; all my
inmost being, praise His holy
name.

Praise the Lord, O my soul, and
forget not all His benefits—

Who forgives all your sins and heals
all your diseases,

Who redeems your life from the pit
and crowns you with love and
compassion,

Who satisfies your desires with good
things so that your youth is
renewed like the eagle’s”

(Psalm 103).

About Our Author: Maynard Kuljian is a
retired electronics engineer/inventor. His
talent in this area was evident as a young
student at Caltech, where he interrupted his
studies to attend seminary. He pastored a
church in Laguna Beach for a time until his
natural gift for electronics took priority. His
inventions have been sprinkled throughout
many well-known electronics firms. He
retired to his vineyard home following the
sale of his electronics manufacturing
company that marketed his latest invention.
Maynard and his wife Grace Llive in
Healdsburg, California.

Have you ever wondered why God announced the greatest birth
in human history to a few shepherds on a hillside overlooking

the town of Bethlehem, and to a few wise men from the East?

Perhaps it was because they were quiet enough to listen,
eager enough to learn, and available enough to follow.
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How Wi

They Know?

plucked up my courage and decided

to take the challenge of going to an
inner city neighbourhood with a team of
believers to share my faith with others. At
that time, evangelizing was a nerve-
wracking experience for me; not only was
I coming out of my box, but I was coming
out of what felt like a million comfort
zones! But on that particular evening,
despite feeling a little nervous, I knew

I still remember the very first time I

We are called to be
witnesses for Christ by
reflecting Him in the
way we live our lives
and also by the words
we speak
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By Laurie Konyalian

that this was what I really wanted to do
and was compelled to do it! Taking all the
encouragement I had received from two
dear friends of mine, I was excited to take
the plunge and was ready to go!
Apartment after apartment, as my team
mate and I knocked on people’s doors in
the attempt to share Jesus with a few of
them, I was not only shocked to find that
people were actually willing to talk to
perfect strangers on the subject of faith,
God and the purpose of life, but I was
astonished to see how so many people in
a North American city like Montreal, were
completely ignorant of the Gospel!

If we think about it for a moment, we
cross paths with people every day-
whether they be extended family
members, friends, co-workers, clients, or
random strangers that we rush by as we
scurry through our day -life is all about
people and our interaction with them.
The question is what kind of impact do
we have on the people who come into our
lives? If we take a look at the book of Acts,
we see that Jesus Himself calls us to be

people of eternal impact. Acts 1:8 in the
Amplified version says:

“But you shall receive power (ability,
efficiency, and might) when the Holy
Spirit has come upon you, and you
shall be My witnesses in Jerusalem
and all Judea and Samaria and to
the ends (the very bounds) of the
earth.”

In this verse we see that Jesus Himself is
calling us to be people of eternal impact
by being His witnesses! But have you ever
wondered what it means to be a witness
for Christ? Simply put, a witness gives
credible evidence to the truth! We are
called to be witnesses for Christ by
reflecting Him in the way we live our lives
and also by the words that we speak. In
the book of Acts we see that the disciples
lived lives that reflected Christ but they
also spoke out boldly and proclaimed
Jesus to the people around them!

By talking with people at their door or
on the street, I have had the chance to



share Christ with university students,
tourists, couples and teenagers; with
Muslims, Buddhists, Atheists, Jews,
Hindus, Satan worshippers, and nominal
Christians alike. The more I share my
faith with people, the more I am
confronted with two inescapable truths.

communicate
the Good News
to people.

Firstly, there are still people beyond count
in North America who have serious

misconceptions concerning who Jesus is
and what He has done for them; and
secondly, that we, as believers, cannot
expect unbelievers around us to be able to
grasp and believe the Gospel by simply
observing the way we live our lives as
Christians.  How will they know,
understand and believe the Gospel unless
someone stops them in their tracks and
explains it to them? The Great
Commission at the end of the book of
Mark, which has been to all believers, is so
simple:

“And He said to them, “Go into all
the world and preach the gospel to
every creature.” Mark 16:15 (NK]J)

In the verse above, the word “Go”is a
verb that speaks of movement and action,
and is coupled with the verb to “preach”
which means to be a herald, to publish, to
proclaim, to announce openly something
which has been done. This means that we
need to verbally communicate the Good
News to people!

Much to my surprise, I have come across
people who have actually thanked me for
sharing my faith with them. One incident
that I will never forget was when I shared
my faith with a woman who had just
recently emigrated from China to Canada
whom I will call Ruth. Ruth had no
friends at that time and was rather lonely
in her small apartment. But that particular

We need to verbally
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day when I sat across from her and shared
the Gospel with her, I was both moved
and shocked to hear that she had never
heard of the Name of Jesus before and
didn’t even know who He was but asked
me, “Who is Jesus?” As I explained to
Ruth who Jesus is and what He did on the
Cross out of His unconditional love for
her, tears welled up in her eyes! She was
so moved that by the end of the
conversation we prayed together, and she
invited Christ into her heart! I kept in
touch with Ruth after that to see how she
was growing in her faith. She told me that
she was happy to be going to Church and
thanked me for sharing Jesus with her!

Another story worth recounting was
when I was passing out tracts one Friday
night downtown. That hot summer
evening, I spent a long time just handing
out tracts to passers-by and did not have
the chance to speak with anyone. Having
the desire to converse with people, I
prayed that the Lord would make a way
so that I could share Him with someone-
anyone! A couple of minutes after I
prayed, I gave a tract to a tall French
Canadian whom I will call Pierre. Pierre
did not stop to talk with me, but returned
a couple of minutes later to ask me what
Church I attend! I answered Pierre’s
question and spoke briefly with him only
to tell him how much God loves him. As
soon as I said that simple sentence, this
big, tall man began to shed tears as he
stood before me. He told me of how he
had been running away from God
because of marital problems, was no
longer going to Church and felt far away
from God. After listening to his story, I
encouraged Pierre to go to God with his
problems and not run away from Him!
By the end of the conversation, Pierre
thanked me and went on his way, his
countenance was lifted!

It has been about two years since I first
started evangelizing door to door and on
the street. It has been a great adventure
that has been so rewarding. Other team
members and I have had the chance to
hug strangers on the street who felt
abandoned, to visit the lonely who had
not been visited in a long time, to share
the peace of Jesus with the confused and
troubled! The stories could go on and on.
But each and every story speaks of who
Jesus is and how He touches people’s

lives with His love. In essence it’s all
about Jesus and He gets all the glory!

As you read this article, you may be
thinking that sharing the Gospel with
others is a good idea but is not necessarily
something you should busy your
schedule with or make a priority in your
list of things to do during the week; and
that the task of sharing the Gospel with
others is something that only church
Pastors and Theology school graduates
should strive to fulfill. But I am fully
persuaded that the extraordinary God we
worship wants to use ordinary people like
you and I to be carriers of the Gospel as
well! The Bible clearly says that we are the
light of the world (Matthew 5:14) and the

| have had the chance to
hug strangers, to visit the
lonely and to share the
peace of Jesus with the
confused and troubled.

salt of the earth (Matthew 5:13)! We are
ambassadors of Christ (2 Corinthians
5:20); that means that we, as believers, are
His representatives and messengers on
this earth to those who are lost and

without Christ! Furthermore, 2
Corinthians 5:18, states that God Himself
has given every believer the ministry of
reconciliation. This means that by both
deed and word we are to aim at bringing
others back into fellowship with their
Creator. This verse in the amplified Bible
reads as follows:

“But all things are from God, Who
through Jesus Christ reconciled us to
Himself [received us into favor,
brought us into harmony with
Himself] and gave to us the ministry
of reconciliation [that by word and
deed we might aim to bring others
into harmony with Him].”

In addition to this, 2 Timothy 4: 2a in the
NKJV states: “Preach the word! Be ready
in season and out of season.” This means
we are to be ready and to seize every
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possible opportunity to preach Christ!
There may be people in your vicinity that
God wants YOU to reach out to with His
love. Whether they are family members
or coworkers, God wants YOU
specifically to reach out to them because
He has placed them in YOUR sphere of
influence!

Talking to people around us about Jesus
may be intimidating; after all, they may
snigger at what we have to say and may
reject Him entirely. This has definitely
happened to me on many occasions. But
when I go out to share my faith with
others, I refuse to focus on the possibility
that people may reject the Good News.
Rather I focus on the privilege of sharing
the Truth with them, who Christ is to me
and how He has changed my life. Many
people are lonely and are looking for
others to listen to them. Therefore, when
the opportunity arises, I take the time to
just listen to what they have to say before
I begin to speak - to understand where
they are coming from, their views on God,
and their search for life’s meaning, so that
when I begin to share with them, it will be
effective and Christ will become real to
them. No one would want to listen to us
as believers if we were to just bash them
with Bible verses. People all around us
are starving for God’s love and need to see
that we are sharing Christ with them
because we genuinely care for them!
Sharing Jesus with others has not only
strengthened my faith, but it has brought
me so much joy as well!

There are may be other thoughts that
cross our minds when we think of sharing
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our faith with others. Here are just a few
of them:

-“I haven’t been trained to share Gospel
with people, so I wouldn’t want to do so
because I wouldn’t know what to say”; or

-“I am too young/too old to do this”; or

-“You don’t know the difficulties I am
facing in my personal life, I have way too
many problems  of my own to be
thinking about sharing the gospel with
others”; or

-“I am too busy with work to be
thinking about doing this.”

All these thoughts are simply excuses
that we, as believers, make in order to
avoid stepping out and sharing our faith
with others! Sharing the Gospel with
others is not a cumbersome task; it is easy
and can be integrated in a practical way in
everyday life. For example, you can build
a friendship with a co-worker and share
your testimony of how you came to Christ
with them one day over lunch. Or you
can give a Gospel tract along with the tip
you leave for the waiter when you dine
out. You can give a tract to the attendant
at the gas station when you pay for gas. If
you are a university student, you can
share Christ with one of your professors
at the end of the semester, by sharing your
testimony in a Christmas card or a letter
along with giving a Bible as a Christmas
gift! If you commute to work by bus, train
or subway, you can share Christ with the
person that sits next to you along the way.
All these are examples that I have
personally done and have found to be
effective!

I would like to encourage you that no

matter how young or old you are, or
whatever circumstance or trial you face in
life, God wants to use you as you are, so
the glory of who He is will be displayed
through you! When I first ventured out to
share my faith with others, I felt
inadequate and wasn’t sure how I was
going to say what I wanted to say ,or what
it would sound like to the people who
would listen to me. But one thing
propelled me to move forward and that
was that I had met Jesus Christ Himself,
whose love had changed my life and He
had become a true Treasure to me. It was
this Treasure that I wanted to share with
my world!

Paul writes in Romans 1:16 in the
NKJV:

“For I am not ashamed of the gospel
of Christ, for it is the power of God
to salvation for everyone who
believes,”

And again in 2 Timothy 1:7 (NKJV):
“For God has not given us a spirit of
fear, but of power and of love and
of a sound mind.”

As you step out in faith and share Jesus
with your world, God will give you
everything you need in order to be a witness
for Him- the boldness, the courage and all the
words that He wants you to say! Today is a
brand new opportunity for you to shine
brightly for Jesus! Today you can do all
things through the One who empowers you
from within! @

If you enjoy reading the FORUM, and derive a spiritual benefit from
it, we appeal to you to help us defray part of the cost of publishing
by sending a tax-deductible gift to the following address:

AEUNA Office

616 N. Glendale Ave., Suite 23
Glendale, CA 91206

Please specify that your gift is for the FORLUM.
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Dr. Puzs

Puzant Krikorian was born in Aintab, Turkey, on July 18, 1909, to Coffing and Lucia Krikorian.
In 1919, having survived the genocide, the family was deported and moved to Aleppo Syria, Beirut
Lebanon and Larnaca Cyprus, for short periods of time before settling in Jerusalem, Palestine.
Because of all the events in his life, Puzant did not receive a formal education until he was a teenager.
Showing academic achievement, and upon the advice of his oldest brother, Samuel, his parents sent
him to Beirut, Lebanon, to study medicine at the American University of Beirut.

In 1935, he graduated from medical school and moved to Tripoli, Lebanon, to work at the Presbyterian
Mission Hospital as second in command under Dr. Boys. In 1941, he married Margaret Badeer. While
in Tripoli, two of their children, Jane and Eileen, were born.

In 1949, they moved to Beirut, Lebanon, where they established the Christian Medical Center hospital.
He partnered with Dr. Peter Manoogian , and Augustine Badeer, Margaret’s brother, who acted as the
hospital administrator. For twenty-six years the CMC hospital served primarily the Armenian
community, and all others who walked through the doors of the hospital. Their third and forth
children, John and Claire, were born in Beirut.

During the years in Lebanon, Puzant Krikorian served in many ecclesiastical, communal, educational
and medical organizations to improve the state of the Armenian population that arrived in Beirut after
the genocide, and demonstrated the love of Christ by his actions. In 1975 Puzant and Margaret moved
to Fresno California where they have lived ever since. Margaret passed away on August 1, 2008.
Puzant followed her on October 31, 2009.

Jane Havoonjian, Eileen Shahbazian, John Krikorian, Claire Shakelian and their families would like to
thank all who have expressed their love and prayers. We celebrate Puzant’s life and the rich legacy
he left us of loving God and unselfishly serving people. If there is one verse in the Bible that would
characterize Dad’s life, it would be 1 Thessalonians 4:11-12, “Make it your ambition to lead a quiet life,
to mind your own business and to work with your hands, just as we told you, so that your daily life
may win the respect of outsiders, and so that you will not be dependent on anybody.”

Donations, in lieu of flowers, may be made to AMAA for the benefit of KCHAG, the Christian
Endeavor Summer Camp in Lebanon. Please make checks to the AMAA KCHAG Fund. Checks may
be sent to AMAA, 31 W. Century Rd., Paramus, NJ 07652. Credit card donations may also be made

at www.amaa.org.

- Submitted by Hovannes and Jane Havoonjian
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Rakel Dink

Inspires Crowds
at First Armenian

Prebyterian

Church in Fresno

Hundreds of people from throughout
the Golden State visited First
Armenian Presbyterian Church in Fresno
on October 2 and 3, 2009, to hear the
inspiring testimony of Rakel Yagbasan
Dink. Mrs. Dink, widow of the martyred
Istanbul journalist Hrant Dink, visited
FAPC as part of the church’s harvest
season focus on the persecuted church,
worldwide.

Arriving early in the week of September
30, 2009, Mrs. Dink called on the clergy of
the Armenian churches in Fresno and
Fowler, visited leading organizations in
the Armenian community and toured a
number of businesses. She also spent time
in fellowship with the FAPC Session and
Board of Deacons.

Mrs. Dink’s October 2, 2009 presentation
was in the Armenian language and her
October 3, 2009 presentation was
primarily in the English language. Each
talk was preceded by special music and a
screening of the acclaimed European
documentary, “Hrant Dink: Mercy and
Truth Have Met Together”. This October
2008 motion picture was a production of
Net for God, part of the Chemin Neuf
Community of Lyon, France.

A native of Malatya, Hrant Dink grew
up in the Gedikpasha Armenian
Orphanage of Istanbul and the Tuzla
Armenian Children’s Camp of Marmara,
where he met his future bride. In the
Lenten season of 1996, Dink founded
AGOS Weekly, the only newspaper in the
Republic of Turkey to be published in
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Mrs. Rakel Dink at FAPC

both Armenian and Turkish. As the
founding editor-in-chief, Dink focused on
Turkish-Armenian relations, the need for
democratization of the nation, and the
rights and roles of minority communities
in Anatolia.

Prosecuted three times for allegedly
denigrating Turkishness under the Penal
Code, Dink was assassinated on January
19, 2007 as he returned to the AGOS
editorial offices. Four days later, more
than 100,000 citizens marched in his
funeral procession, many carrying signs
reading, “We are all Armenians, we are all
Hrant Dink.”

Since Hrant Dink’s passing, Rakel Dink

has spoken at home and abroad about her
husband’s ideals and aims, her enduring
Christian faith, and the pressing need for
greater justice in the land of her birth.
Appearing before Turkish judicial
authorities, she prayed for mercy for her
husband’s killers, “with the love and
justice of Jesus Christ, one who knows
and sees all.”

Mrs. Rakel Dink called Rev. Mgrdich
Melkonian personally after the event to
thank him and FAPC, and to note that she
had been very blessed by the time she
shared with FAPC.

- Reported by Philip Tavlian, Esq.
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90th Annual Meeting of AMAA Celebrates
20th Anniversary of
Armenian Children’s Milk Fund

he Armenian Missionary Association

of America (AMAA) held its 90th
annual meeting in Providence, Rhode
Island, from October 16-18, marking a
significant milestone not just for the
missionary organization, but also for the
Armenian Children’s Milk Fund, which is
celebrating its 20th anniversary this year.
The Armenian Children’s Milk Fund, an
all-volunteer organization, which works
in partnership with the AMAA, has been
sending life-saving infant formula to
Armenia since 1989 and was AMAA’s
highlighted affiliated organization at their
annual banquet this year.

Over 100 people attended the AMAA
meeting, including AMAA board
members, Armenian Evangelical
ministers, church representatives, chapter
delegates, worldwide mission partners
and friends from all over the world. On
Friday, October 16, all were welcomed by
Rev. Mgo Mekredijian, pastor of the host
church, The Armenian Euphrates
Evangelical Church of Providence, R.I,

Andy Torigian, AMAA Executive Director presenting a
Certificate of Appreciation to Dr. & Mrs. Albert & Sue Phillips

By Ani A. Janbazian, DMD

with introductory greetings by Dr. H.
Steven Aharonian, President of the
AMAA. A seminar Investing and Financial
Stewardship was presented by speakers
Harold  Nahigian,  President  of
Nationwide Investments & Insurance, Inc.
as well as Todd Polyniak, CPA, Principal
and Director of accounting and auditing
at Sax, Macy, Fromm & Co., AMAA’s
independent auditors. Following the
seminar, the AMAA Board of Directors
meeting began where all who were
present heard the updates and reports of
the activities as well as a discussion of
future plans.

The 90th annual meeting began on
Saturday, at 9:30 am at the Crowne Plaza in
Warwick, R.I., with reports from officers
and administrators, as well as from the
numerous committees, affiliated boards,
organizations, churches and chapters.
The names of the newly elected members
were announced as follows: H. Steven
Aharonian M.D., Charles Bilezikian, Rev.
Ara Guekguezian, Berjouhy Gulesserian,

Lucy Janjigian, Aram

R. Minnetian, Robert

Messerlian, Carol

Bezirganian  Perez,

M.D., and Michael

Voskian, D.M.D.

The annual meeting
banquet was held that
evening in The Bristol
Ballroom  at  the
Crowne Plaza where
all members and
guests were
welcomed by Andrew
Torigian, Executive
Director of AMAA,
followed by an
invocation by Rewv.
Mgo  Mekredijian.

Guests of the evening
and the participants in

i

Jean Marie Papelian, Esq., Armenian Children’s Milk
Fund Chair with Lilit Galstyan of Vanadzor, Armenia

the program were introduced by the
Master of Ceremonies, Melanie
Zeitounian of the host church. Warm
greetings were given by H. Steven
Aharonian, M.D. (AMAA President), Rev.
Joseph Matossian (Minister to Armenian
Evangelical Union of North America),

Rev.  Joel  Mikaelian  (Armenian
Evangelical Union of France President),
Rev. Harout Selimian (Armenian

Evangelical World Council President) and
Rev. Dr. René Leonian (AMAA Armenia
Representative). The highlight of the
evening was the celebration of the 20th
anniversary of the Armenian Children’s
Milk Fund, where the organization’s chair
Jeanmarie Papelian, Esq. acknowledged
the fund’s milestone with a video
presentation that depicted the 20 years of
bringing life-saving infant formula to the
children of Armenia. In addition to the
video presentation, a special guest, Lilit
Galstyan, from Vanadzor, Armenia, was
introduced. Lilit was one of the thousands
of infants from Armenia who received the
infant formula during the first few years
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Andy Torigian, AMAA Executive Director a Framed letter from Mr. Henry
Morganthau to Mr. Stephen Philibosian from 1916 and picture of Mr.
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beautiful musical program
followed with soloist
Gohar Manjelikian and
pianist Levon Hovsepian.
Andy Torigian presented
to Dr. Albert Phillips and
his wife Sue a certificate of
appreciation for all their
work in coordinating and
leading a medical team to
Armenia in July 2009.
They gave a presentation
of the work accomplished
there and shared their
appreciation for the hard
work of their entire team.
Also, a letter from Mr.
Henry Morganthau to Mr.
Stephen Philibosian from
1916 and picture of Mr.
Morganthau were
beautifully mounted and
presented by  Andy
Torigian to Mrs. Joyce Stein in

Morganthau to Mrs. Joyce Philibosian Stein in honor of the generosity of honor of the generosity of her

her father, Mr. Stephen Philibosian

of her life when she was unable to breast
feed because she and her mother were
both suffering a life threatening infection
from tainted well water. Without the
formula, she may not have been alive
today. Now 17 years old and healthy, Lilit
gave an emotional testimony and a word
of gratitude and thanked the AMAA and
the Milk Fund for their support. A

father, Mr. Stephen

Philibosian, in both time and
finances to assist needy Armenians. A
benediction by the Rev. Dr. Vahan
Tootikian concluded the evening’s
banquet.

The 90th Annual Meeting Worship
Service and Installation of AMAA officers
were held the next morning at The
Armenian Euphrates Evangelical Church.
Rev. Avedis Boynerian, moderator of the

AEUNA, presented the Armenian sermon
with Rev. Greg Haroutunian delivering
the English sermon. Executive Director
Andy Torigian gave a service of
remembrance “to those AMAA members
who concluded their earthly pilgrimage
during the past year and joined the heavenly
audience.” The service was concluded
with the installation of the newly elected
AMAA Board members by the Rev. Dr.
Vahan Tootikian, Executive Director of the
Armenian Evangelical World Council.

The entire weekend would not have
been possible without the tireless efforts
of the AMAA staff, The Armenian
Euphrates Evangelical Church, their
minister Rev. Mgo Mekredijian and the
Church Council for hosting the meeting
and the ladies of the church for preparing
the lunches and dinners, as well as Carlos
and Nancy Taraktzian of the host church
for playing a key role in handling the
weekend’s logistics.

This year’s 90th annual meeting was
once again a success, bringing all
participants together in fellowship to
praise God for the AMAA and its services
in 24 countries around the world.

The AMAA serves the religious,
educational and social needs of Armenian
communities around the world. The
AMAA was founded in 1918 in Worcester,
MA and was incorporated in New York in
1920. AMAA is a 501(c)(3) non-profit
organization.

grade

graders.

a 6th
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abilities.

The Merdinian Administration, Faculty, and Staff are extremely
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Merdinian Student’s
Astounding Aptitude in Math

GREGOR GRIGORIAN,
student,
Hopkins University Talent Search
SCAT Test, which is rendered to 9th
His results are notable.
Gregor has performed in the 99th percentile in the Math section,
scoring higher than 99% of the 9th graders on a national scale.

proud of Gregor’s profound accomplishment and success.

Every year the Johns Hopkins University Center for Talented
Youth recognizes students” high academic talents through their
participation in challenging above-level tests designed to
measure a student’s mathematical and/or verbal reasoning
Each year a number of Merdinian Middle School
students participate in this contest.
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2009 AEWF Retreat:
Serving the Lord with Gladness

he 11th Biennial Conference of the

Armenian Evangelical Women’s
Fellowship Western Region, was held in
September 25-27, 2009, at the Embassy
Suites Hotel, in San Luis Obispo,
California. The weekend was filled with
loving fellowship, insightful teaching and
energized worship. The theme was
“Serve the Lord with Gladness” (Psalm
100:2).

Chaplain Major Lucy Der Garabedian,
our keynote speaker, is a chaplain in the
U.S. Army, currently stationed in Hawaii.
Originally from Beirut and a graduate of
Haigazian University and the Near East
School of Theology, Major Lucy is also
presently working on her Doctor of
Divinity Degree at Erskine Theological
Seminary in South Carolina.

She shared some of the highs and lows
of her ministry experiences in the military.

By Lisa Kradjian

Despite dealing with death and the
psychological turmoil of soldiers and
their families every day, she is still able,
through Jesus Christ’s grace, love and
power, to serve Him with gladness.

Major Lucy also cited Genesis 29 and the
story of Rachel and Leah, comparing their
experiences as women (the beautiful and
the unwanted) and what the attendees
could learn from both sisters when they
choose to focus on serving and praising
the Lord, instead of dwelling on their
circumstances.

Straight from the retreat, Major Lucy
headed to Arizona, to meet with a
homecoming troop of soldiers from
Afghanistan, and their families, to assist
with counseling and re-integrating them
into family and civilian life.

Outgoing AEWF  Chair, Houri

Melkonian, led the group with her

wonderful brand of energy, love and
humor. The worship team of Cynthia
Ketenjian, Melissa Ishkanian and Searan
Salibian kept the group’s minds and
hearts set on the Lord with a combination
of both old and new hymns and songs,
with the lyrics projected onscreen by Nyri
Minassian.

Seminars included “Seeing Life’s
Challenges from God’s Perspective” led
by Dr. Ann Karagozian Sarafian, and
“Sharing Testimonials,” led by Rouzan
Bosnoyan. For the first time, the
conference also provided a professional
nurse, Rosig Der Tavitian, and a
professional counselor, AEWF Founder
Roseann Emerzian Saliba.

The banquet, put on by the ladies of
Calvary  Armenian  Congregational
Church in San Francisco, was an enjoyable
evening featuring a prime rib buffet, a
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talent show, an Armenian Evangelical
Church quiz, a “Guess the Pastor’s Wife”
baby picture quiz, and a slide show of
AEWF conferences over the years.

The Sunday morning worship service
was led by Minister to the Union, Rev.
Joseph Matossian, who preached sermons
in Armenian and English and
administered Holy Communion.

The outgoing board of AEWF was
commended for their years of service:
Houri Melkonian, Chair; Grace Kurkjian,
Vice Chair; Maral Arikian, Secretary;
Souzi Baghdikian, Treasurer; Suzie
Matossian, Advisor; and Members at
Large Mary Lou Bagdasarian, Geraldin
Tahejian, Rouzan Bosnoyan, Sevan
Balabanian, Angel Bedirian, and Marie
Birebirian.

e, e 3
The 2009 committee With Speaker Liicy

The incoming AEWF Board was elected
and installed as follows: Diana
Jamgotchian, Chair; Marie Birebirian, Vice
Chair; Maral Arikian, Secretary; Hasmig
Sherbetjian, Treasurer; Leda Kissoyan,
Historian; Advisors Suzie Matossian and
Houri Melkonian; and Members at Large
Renee Tovmassian, Sue Khushigian, Arpi
Haleblian, Angel Bedirian, Kathy
Jenanian and Nora Balabanian.

More than 110 ladies attended the
conference, and the AEWF looks forward
to everyone returning for the retreat in
2011. As Chairman, Houri stated: “God
willing, we will see you in two years —and
you will bring a friend with you.”
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Profile of a Dedicated Christian
Anie Manoushagian Brings
Her Skills and Compassion
to Elderly Armenians in the Community

Anie Manoushagian’s kind and
nurturing nature is not only part of
her personality, but is what has aided in
her success as a nurse for more than 35
years. She earned her degree at the
American University of Beirut, Lebanon,
in the early 70’s and remained there
working in a surgical unit. After a few
years, she traveled to Saudi Arabia where
she worked as a triage nurse and a
midwife. Upon returning to Beirut, she
refined her skills by working as an
operating room nurse. When Anie came to

the U.S. in 1979, she arrived in Boston
with a wealth of experience, and had the
opportunity to work at some of our major
hospitals in their intensive care units.

When Anie married Berj Manoushagian
in 1987, she chose to work with him at his
printing business in Cambridge, while she
continued to take courses to maintain her
nursing license. While she wasn’t actively
looking to return to nursing, she was
approached about a unique nursing
position at Arevik, a new Adult Day
Healthcare Facility located in the heart of
Watertown. She felt it was a natural fit for
her and a pleasant transition back to her
love of nursing. She is very pleased with
her work at the center and believes that
she is able to help improve the lives of the
participants who visit each day.

Each morning at Arevik, Anie checks
each participant’s blood pressure and
other health indicators, while she keeps
the kitchen staff up to date on each
person’s food needs or restrictions. Anie
also lectures on health issues, speaking in
Armenian so there will not be any vital

information that participants cannot
understand.

What’s unique about Arevik is that
everyone is Armenian; the staff members
are Armenian, the door to door
transportation is provided by Armenian
speaking drivers, and even the television
programming obtained through satellite
is all in Armenian. Moreover, members of
the local Armenian clergy come to visit
regularly. Our own Dr. Arpi Boynerian
has visited the center and lectured about
eye health.

Anie is the daughter of the Rev. Barkev
Orchanian who visits the center twice a
week to share God’s Word.

Anie has served on many Boards and
Committees at the Armenian Memorial
Church, and for two consecutive years,
she was elected to serve as Moderator.
Her smile and sweet, caring disposition
always brighten the halls of the church
and her workplace.

- Reported by Donna Boole Yerganian

A Renowned Researcher

research paper titled, Religious Beliefs, Social Support, Self-Efficacy and Adjustment

to Cancer, written by Dr. Barbara Hovsepian, member of First Armenian
Presbyterian Church in Fresno, was first published in the journal Psycho-Oncology and
then provided in summary form to nearly 20,000 readers in the October 8, 2009 issue of
the BCN (BreastCancer.Net) News. The BCN News is read in nearly every major cancer
and health organization, all the major breast cancer organizations, and major research
laboratories and universities around the world.
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« Gnfimph G Usunmony»

dup. Nwpglr U. Swpwqelbwl

pninp dwpnng>» (R. Unphp. 2.14)

«Pwyg gnfAniehtG Uwuwnnidng, npnyfAtiintit Lppunnup Aticn dhugwd'
vphown YwnwyglnpnnihGp Uunniduny' hpptie qiphGtipp Lphunnuhp

wnpwywbi pwhnphG: U.Gni2 pniph GdwG np Yp vmwpwdnih witG
wntn' Uunmwd Yp gnpéwst dtq npwykugh GwbsgGhlp Ephunnup

Good News for Modern Man — 1996.

Lhpwdwyw .-

fiwlnhuwgws tn: Zwywdwpun wnmwppbp - « NonnubiwGs»,

«UynnnubiwG», UtthwubiwGs, ty6. - whwghG
ndmwpmpemGtbp Yp upmgwGEhG wpgbyp nwunGwiny
EYtintighhG Aingtinp jwnwenhiniebiwG: Monnu Unwpbiwy 2wwn
Yywwn Yp qqun hlplghlp finG whpnn Yugmpetiwl pning
ntntiympehGttp unwbwiny, dwlwiwln np pp wimGG wy Yp
dwudunitp: M pwlh np wG skp YnGwp hp dSwnwgniebiwG nwownp
ennnu, hptiG gnpdwyhg Shuimup npytg AinG, npwtugh
fuwnuwnnyehtG Awuwnwnt: Shunu, 26npAht hp AwumG
fuwtwwnwgtiwg, N pGuinpmpepbwdp uwnwnuukp ppuwgmd,
twgnntigwt Unipp ZnghhG oglmptiwdp fuwnwnniehilp
YtpwhAwuwnwinty: M www, wh Yyepwnwpdwr UwlytnnGhw'
Monnuh vown:

- « Gnfneh1l Uunndnys, wnunulytg Unwptwp:

BltintighG fuwnwnwd tp: UG gnfimehiG nmue Usunnidng Gt
ShunuhG Awdwp np bp 2Gnpfipny Ypgwd Ep fuwnwnmyehiGp
Ytpwhwuwnwinty wyn thnpnpljus EYtntighpG dky:

Swntytingh wnheny' tpp 2wwn pwGbpnt fwdwn gnAngehnG Yn
g GtiGp Uyuunmdny, YnGw®Gp dtlpqutiq inipg pGGunynipbwG

'l nplenup tYtnkghlG wwnwlYunnuiGipm punbipuywgn
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blrpwnyty, nt gnfimphl jwynlh bpbd np jwnpwywb AwGwd &
Ubkq' ubip Unwd fingtanp wwgpwpGipmG vke: UllGon1own rl shlp
unnlwn, it ykwnp sk vnnbGwlp gnfimpehilG wwy Ghipwlwl wyG
pninp opAlmphiGGipmG, wyl pninp GmwénuGipmG
twennnuehtGGnniG Awdwn gnpu mkgwGp Uwuwnnidng 2Gnpfipny:
UiGon1pwn el gnAingeG Ynunwlp Usunmdny np wiyu BpYynhG vk
fuwnwin nt tipgwhy wwph dp tu pnnpbighp, fing sk L
wpwptipwpwp nlntuwywb G nnmpetwb Gapwnynitigwlp:
Pwyg vwpptp E nppuwwinGunp Monnu Uinwpbwih wpdwywsd
gnfAintGwyniebiwG: UG gnfimpehiG Yp juwgnGE np Ainglann
wwwinbpwqu vp 2wfintwd t Unplenuh GytmbghhG vke, m
Uunnidny 2GnpApny’ Awlnwpunwd GG yhnenplwd Yhppbnn, nt
wnpwiwy nmwpmws' winlg Yypuy:

Swpmwl wyu tnuwGwyhG, Yn ApwthpnthGp vtp whdbknp inipg
hlpGwpGimptwb Gharwplyt n dEYyhYy vEYhY ety wyG pninn
thnpdmpehGitpp npnlg Ghpwpymbgwip, nt jwnewlwi Guip,
L Ywd wwpunmitigwGp: Uwuwnmdny GeplugnietiwG kg
Yuwuwnwpmuwd wiu hGpGwpGimpehiip YnpGwy vtiq wdopwhwn
ernn, Ypluwy inmuwhfwnniptiub dwwnGliy, t Yuwd witih
funGuinfinyenlG 2GnnfAty dkgh' np wwwgfuwpnebwi wnwehG
pwyp whinh Awlnhuwbwy: luouh’Gp ophGwyGlpny.



| udpwapuywi |

w. UnGw°Gp gnfnyenG wiwy Uunmdny np UG GnuwGwd t dtip
tunonn nu uhG Awwpinniepinlp: @bptoiu wyGpw G Aywpunwugwd
tlp dbtip Yyuwwmwpws Ghrpwywi GmwendGipny, nt nhqud
fiwpunniehtliny np ufuwsd blp whwpgby wnpwunb nt wioprhG,
nt YytpkG nhwnty quibnGp: Utlp dtq 2Gnpfunnpwd Glip vtn
Gupwhympebwd, m pugwnhy nmwnwlnhG fwdwnp npnbg 2Gnpfipt
wnhpwugwd tlp v Awpunnmpbwi: wywnpunwugwsd bGp dtp
upwuwnnphliny’ hGs np vnwd £ dbq wpAwdwnpAbgnt, n
Shdwntint wikl winlg Yypwy npnlp gpymwd GG wyn 2GnpApkG:
Ugr', iwqupuugwd tlip np Yngwd thp dtip unip fjuoupny m
anhsny wlnuwGuinlty dtn
Awywnwynpnp, nt « ghifjuhG dke
nwuyuity» quuyl npwtugh w
sAwdwpdwyh fuoupy dtigh nku: UvA,
nppw”G fungnn, nppw’G uhG m
wuipwnwwiwb nupdws k dtip
fiwwpumehilp: Uipntiop Ypgw®s tlip
wnprwiwy nwihy vtp Anyupunmpebiwi
ypuwy, nt gnfiniehil g Uwuwnnidng:

p. UnGw°Gp gnfimpehtl juwynGly Uwunnidng
np Gmwwd tlp vtp duunniehilp ta
waquifinehilp: Nppwl dwn tnwd thp
qGwfiwwnbym vke' vtp wwowmoltwbhpn,
utip gnpdwyhgbbipp, AngtanpuywGbbnn,
Uppwlywl qnpdhsGhpG m puptpwupGbpp: Ubkp wgu dunnipbiuG
wwwnGwnui n’s dhuyl qUunmuwd younwugnmgwd thp, Auww
wwbipwiun quGnwd tlp: Utlp Ynpulgnmgwd tGp dtp nhppp,
Gut SwnwynyetiwG wnhelbn' GytntghhG m pGYtpnpetwd vte:
Unpulgmgwé tGp Gubi hpw't puptyudGhp: Zwwyw® vbp
wquifinahill v dohnyepibp. ... Wwndt Awpg wnwy. Uunnuwd
Gnuwtw®s £ dbp Yoshmpehilp, Gnwtw’s £ nt imhpugw®s' dtp
npudwwywbGwybipmG b wlnbuwyuwb wnppGipmG: UpGw”Gp
gnfinyeG wwy Uunnmdny np 2Gnpfip YnGE vgh npwtugh bp
Swi' GutintghhG' Ghypwywl Ywphplbpp Anquibp: UnGw®Gp
gnfineG wwy Uunnidny np vkq dnwd E puptignpéniehil
pllnt, B Ainqunt Yunphpltpp dtiqut Gnwq pwjunuwinn tinnn
wqgquyhghb &1 onwnhG:

q. UnGw’Gp gnfinemG ww] Uunndny np UG GmwGwd t dtp
fwtnuwwownniehilp: UGonipn el Awtnpp wunnuwudwihG
20nnfip L opfiimpehtl E. uwuyG wiwm. dklp Yp vnnbGulp
gnfinel jwyn Gty Uunnidny np hGp & hpw't AwGngpGhpnt b
mpwjunyetiwl wnpphipp, nt yinfuwpkG Yp wywoinblp ARwbnipp n
Up nwnGulp Awdniwwwown: Gpp Awdnpp nunlwy Guuwwnwy, nu
ww2nwunilph wnwnluyg, win ywpwquighG wb Yp nppuug
utip YtwlphG, m dtlp Yp nunbwlp wlnp qtphGhpnp:
ZwGnpGtpnt inhpwlwnt dtip wkGshG dke' vklp Yp thnpdnihGp
mph2Gtpp vheng nwpdll vtp puwfwéniphG, nt Yp yepwostGp
quinlp Y wnwpYuwtpnt, i ny pE Uunndng wyuwunytpnyp
untmomwd whdbpm:

Utp AngbnpniuphGp hpuindG
Sh wwp dkqh Aywpun, ni
wlhwihyulun punwernplGbp
pLwnt niph2 AnglivnpGlpn
YGwGphG ni yepwptpdniGphG
GYuwndwdp:

n. dbppwwtu, YnGw’Gp gnfnmpehil viwy Uunmdny np dtq
thpywsd & bp NpmnyG 8hunu Lphunnuh YewbphG
padwywptpnuinyp, UGnp Ghpwpymwd fuwgh dwAny, puyg Guth
wnpwywib ywpnyehtiny: UnGw’Gp gnfinehtl wwwy Uunnidny np
Stp 8humu Ywwnh dbp upwnhG dke, m bp Unipp nghny Yp
nwuwnhwpwyk vkq npwtugh ppwt AingannGlp ppwdp: UwyuwyG
qqn. ingtanpnuehilp YYugwaghn vp sk np dtklp
Yuuwnwpbnyebwb Awuwd Gip: nglanpnyehtGp wkwnp sk np
whdbwlwbwgnih wyl wunhGwb np dtigh hpwinilp iy
nmph2Gbipm Ypwy « ingiinp» pnlnphtl pwlbglin, qubinbp ny-
fingtinn Yud' Gintwq Angtanp Gluwntnt:
Utin fingtanpnuyenlp hpwinilp sh wwin
utigh Awwpnw, nt whthwihyuwbYwn
nwuinwinpGhnp ppumnt mph2

finqtanp Gipnt YawlphG m
YtpwptipdmbphG GQyuundwdp: Uklp,
hppt ingtannGlin, Yp thnpdnihGp
Uunwdty n qnpdty wyGwk'y' npwku ek
Govwpunyehilp vt YnnuG &, n tek
niph2 Aingtanpltp wwppbp dnwéka
wlnlp ufuwy GG, Angtanp kG, n
ndnfuph wpdwGh &G: UGYuulwd wu
Ep UnpGenuh GYtntkghhG vty Swqwd
yE6hG nt ympenphyhG ywwnGwnp,
wyuhGpl, ghpwn pGhwnwnty, hpwpnt
fingtann YtwlpG nt qunuithwnGipp nuwwnwwwpunby, nt ghpwn
ndnfup npytg hpw'r Aingtanp sppwnil Awdwn...:

Zngtunp Awywnpunnyehilp wikGEG whwinnp utmpl £ np wibpGen
Up gnpdk tytmbighlGipm e Aunwunwgbiwg Gipnt thntu-
wnwpbnnebwbg vke: ZhdGwwwonnihtlp vtpe hppt nhuwy
Ywu ggtiun gnpdwdtiny’ nuwunwwwpunnyetiwl Y klGrwnpytlp n
Up vtiynuwgltlp wywjunfi puyg Godwnwnwwku fingtionp wldbn
b AuwnwpwwbnieGitn: Nppw G wkwnp mGhGp Stp Shunwuh
funGuinfinyetiwG, t uhpny WGYtNd nt Gadwnhn
JwpmbignnniebiwG: Utilp YpGubp huwwbtu gnfinehiG g
Uwuwnmdny bpet; by 2Gnpfipny jwgnnwid Llp jwnel) dtp Ainglann
fwwpunnetwd, i mph2Ginpp nunwwwnngnt hinpdnietiw:
«LGnmbtgtp ghpwn wyGwku hGswytu np Lppunnu plnnibbg
utiq Zon Uunnidny hwnphG Awdwps: Uu £ Nonnu
UnwpbwhG ywwnmbpp nnyuh GytntkghhG: UkGp huywwtu
YuptGuyn tGp plnmbh ghpwn Rphunnup finghny, n
YupbiGuym tlip Gub uppny gnpdwyghy GniGhuy fingtann
fiwpgtipnt Uk utigh tnwpwlwndhp tnnn Aingtanp tnpugpGipm
pmiptipmt Atan: U'kiGp YnGw®Gp gnfinyehG wwy Uunnnidny np bp
2GnnpfApny jwnews tip Angtanp Awywpunietiwb, pubGp'
ulGwithwnmpbwb np Yp pwdGl vtiq niph2 Angtanp wGdtpk, m Yp
unk utiq nuuinwuwwnintnt quilnlp npnlip digh wku sk funpfhn:

Swy Uunmuwd np quihp Gnp wnwpbigpgwGhG ke Rphuwnnup
wnrwlywb puwnphG dhwlwlp, nt gnfiniphtl wwwbp np dtgh
twnpwywb Yp nwpdll vtp nhdwgpuiwd yimpdnyehiGGtipnib vk’
npwtugh fuwnuwnnptwG dte wwphlp, n gnpdwyghlp hpwnnt
fitin, nu b’ thwnphG Awdwn: UukG: @

e e
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huwunmppiGp'

huwumnmphkGk;
Owgmu YwnGk;

Ybp. Upw 2upplwl

Sermon preached at Holy Trinity Armenian Church
November 22, 2009

Gen. 1:26-31 “Wisdom Comes from Wisdom”

2hGughGtp YwnngtghG hptGg wyn Answywinp b

fimuwyww wywphuwp, npnil tpYupnehiGp 4000 UnnGEG
witgh £ | quyl wdpnnowgGtint wpnfuwmnwlpp intitig fwnpip
wwph. uwyuyb UEY dhipnG whdtp dwhiwgwl wn nlprwgphG:

Nwphuwh GuunwyG tp® hptiGp qhpliip ww2unww by
re2GuwihGtpnt (UnGyniGhpny) jwpdwymuGhpEEG b Yuubg Gty
qulinGp nn Gpyppp shwunptGul dun Gy :

Uwyuwyl' Awfunwy wiu pninphG, Amnwppppwlywb tp nn
fe2GuwihG wiu Awnpip wwphGipnt pGewgphG 3 wiqwuibhn
wenntigut jwpdwyh wnwlg wwphuwp pwlntnm t ud wy
winn wwwnbpnG YGwu Awuglbni: h*Gywku:

Upunth ek upGs §GnmGhpp gpwn EhG wwywhinynietwb
fiwdwn gqnpobnt (wgn ywphuw Gipp Yunngtny)' winGp
unngwd EhG pptiGg quiwyGtipnilG ninnuidnmiehtl unpytigGhg :
NpnyYAtiintie wwnvnyehiGp Yp jwginGl ek 2 GwdhG,
wwpquwku nniwuwbp Yupwntny Yupnnugwsd tp tplhpp
uwn Gy :

Usjuon wiy, GniGwGuwG pwGtp Yp wwwnmwAhG npnGp Yp
wwAwlhkl vtp whuhgwlywb mpwnpnyehiGp: Uguon wy, uhGs
olnnGtnp gqunnmuwd GG hpklg opwwwAhyp 2whkny W
w2tuwwnwlph 1dntiny, puwitwpwnp dwdwlwy sth nGkGwn
hptiGg quuwyGtipnilG Angtiinp nwuwnhwpwyniehil
Awgpwgpbnt:

UhGy wyn' wyu ubip Gnp ubipnilnhG, (unjuwbu yinwlywb
YJupdwpwltipnt vke) dwnptpp Yp ynuinpnihG ufuwy e dwpnng
Ynnuk AGwpmwd tgpuywgnyehiGGpny: UyGwhuh Ghipbp Yp
unpyphb npnlp dbip plnniGws yupnwwbnnmpetiwb b
phawnwbGtliwb Yawlph uvwhivwbbpp Yp yunwlqhG:

OphGuy, Ywpqg vp whAwiwwn ywndwpwGGbn YnumgwGhG
np Ypolp dwand niGigur tpp dwpnhy GnyhGpp nhwntny
uYuwl UiptG n LmuhGp ywownby: dbpswwtu whnGp Yp
winkG et Uunnwd dwpn wpwpwdp s'uintindtig, wy dwpnhy
qUwunmuwd untindtghG:

UGnGp YpukG el Uuwnnidng gnimpbwb hwunbn plun

S Ep 8hunwu Bphunnuh TGmGnEG topp nwntp wnwy,
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sjuwG: Unwily, woluwpfip uke qunlninn guip, nmwnwwwipn,
n1 ndpwlunnyehilp, wwwgnyg GG puph Uuwnnidng gnimpeht
sntGhGwniG:

My uhptth LuynkGuyhgltn, hGswtu whghuwh
2hGughGbipnibG wwwnwhtgw, dklp wy Gpypnpnuwywi
dwdwlwlwinp gpunnuiGtipnt wwwnwnwi sunwpnithGp nt
sunnlwlp thnfuwlbghy vtp Awtwwnph GodwpwnniehiGGhpp, dtn
quitwy GpniG:

Usjuon Uwwuunnidng nghG pninphu Yns Yninnk nkwh
fingiquprenwi: (@ 2GwuhG wiuon unpwiwGy Yapwny, ny ph
vphwyl dtip Gnp ubipnilnhG dunpbpp Yp wynunpk wyuwhup
qunuihwpbbpny’ wy whgbwihG w) ppwd k, b swnbipnG
fwtwwnpp Ynpdwlwsd £ ZwdwyGuywpulub Yud wy b wy
thhihunthwynpepiGGtipny :

Uwuwyl Uwunnidng juoupp nwnptp wnwg puwgwiwinonkG
qgnipwgnighp £ vkq' np pny svwlp p2GwdhhG np junidl dtp
pGunwGkywb b Awtwwnph ywphuwGhipkG Gapu: Lwwyw
pwowpwn ubtipnbilip nt plpnGtlp Ytwlph hpnnniehilp nt
wlnp Gowlwynmptwl GovwpnnmpehiGGtpn:

Zhnbiwpwp whkwp snGhlp gwwn AtinnG Gppwnt npwytugh
Uunnidng dwwnbipnt AinptipniG wwlwwnbu ppulp:

0Glnng gnph wnwgehG gnijuhG ke Yp Ywnpnwlp
untindwagnpdniiwl vwuhG: Gpp dwpnp untindtynt
dwiwlwyp Awuwr, Uunmwsd puwt. « U'kp wwwnytpny, vtp
Guwlnpbtwbi wtu dwpn pGhbp, np nmhpwwybinbl dnyn
amytipnG, tpYypGph ensnGGtpnb b pGunwGh wlwunmGatpnG,
wpnng tpyphG, m Gpyph Ypuy unnugnn pomn
unnniGGpniGs»:

Usjuon Lt dwpn wpwpwd pny] thwy np Gadwpunmpbwi
finqhG qhGp Unk, wG yhwnh Yupnmuwbwy Godwnpty np
wGwnpth £ Uunméng gniniehilp nipwbwy, nppwG wy
w2tuwpfA pwliwy dtiq Awdngty dwpnyughl qunuithwnpGipny:

U'tiip wtwp £ wlnpunwnbwip np dtp vk Yupg vp
wnlwbhoGtip Yuwd wnwibnpehtGbtin Yuwi npnlg nipugnidn
wGwnpth E: uniGhuy ghnGuwywGtn’ dhGst wiuon Yp



| huwuwnnyepiGp’ hdwunmpetGl TCwgmd WwnGk |

swlwl winbg yjwpdwp pugwwnpniphtGltn qunty:

b fwpyk tu Yupnn G vh pwlh GuiuvwnwuniehiGGinny
Ywpg dp oppGuyGlp wwy uyubny wnphtgbppkG npmG
Awunwnmuws b powulinmpetiwdp jupnmwsé opkGpGtpp
wukGuiubiyugh dwpnbG wy Yp AhwgGk:

Uwlwyl npnyfitiintie dwuGwgbunp sk win ghnnipbwd, hGsh
fiwdwp GuiupGuntih £ np GunmuwdwpwGwlwb wnnidny
vontiliwd wyu AwnpghG:

MpbdG vtip nipwnpnyehilp nupdGhny wiuopniwy
fiwwnnuwdhG, whwnh ntubhbp pL Uwuwnnidng uoupp Y'puk rk
Uwunmwd «bp Gdwlniyepilnyp vtiq untindtg»: MpbuG wiu
n’s pE dphwyl Aingltitnn GowGwyniehiG dp nibGh, wy Yupnn &
GnyGhuy dbp wyuopniwy AwpghG ywwunwuuwGbbp wmwy npnlp
3 iwyhpé Ytnbtpk Yp punyubwi:

U.. Uwwgnigp np dwpn upnn £ wnpunwnGuy hp
hlplniyebwl dwgnuhG. tpp dwpn wpwpwop ghnwlyw b
wnniny Awnpg Y pGk unbtindwanpmptiwG dwuhG, Yp AwpgGl
h?Gswyku puwunnplp jwnwe Gywt wihvwunkis :

Zwwnwy wyn ywindwpwGGhpnt puwshG, dwpnniG dhwnpp
Uunnuwd uintindtig: Grl Godwnwuniyehilp pGnniGhGp' GniGhuy
wyu 21pn nupnil vk wy, dwpn vhown vtipdws £ qUuunmuwd:
‘LniGhuy Monnu Uinwptiwip Yp pwgwwnnk (Gwn. 5:17), pk
dwpn wpwpwdp wikih Yp GwiuGnpt dtinph ke wwnpht pw
qUwunmuwd nuiwGhy nt UGnp Awgitiinnt priwg:

MpbuG, wibith 2hwnwy Awngp wkwnp £ ppuy el dwpn
p*Gewtu Uunnidng qunwithwnp GniGhuy Yupnnuigwe AGwnti,
Yuwd h*Gynt wyhwih nmgk qUiG wwownty: 2E° np dwpnniG pniG
pGwinpnyehilp Awywpunnyebiwdp kignwsd k@ hGp gk
holuty, Auyty tir Uunmwd prug:

Unntio®p Ywptih £ np Uunmuwd hGp uintindtig vkq, t
nppwl wy utinph vk pnGYnuwd pwlp, Ywnpotu vtp vke
gqugnid up Yuwy np dtp AiinmwppppnyehiGp te wdpnne
Enehilp Y'mnnk hp UntindhghG:

MpkdG, vtp hGplGmphGl E np Yp jwgnGl dbgh el nppwb wy
utinpny hGYws ppywlp, vtp funéh jwlnhdwlnpehilp t dtp
Enmptwb vk Awunwmniws Gouwnpunnyeiwb
fAinmwpnpppniehilip, Yupnn GG gnyg vy np dklp wihdwuwmn
wwyenih up wpnmhilpp skbp G ny wy vhwyG dyuGhtpk t
peheltnk punyugwsd wnwpwy vpl thp:

Lwbh nn dblp YaGnwbh Uuwnnidny Guwlniphiiny
untindnmwd tlp, vtpklwih wku sklp, wy odnniwd Llp
wqwwn Yuipny wwptint, np dbp Gpypnpn YEwnG k -

R. Stpp vtigh Uiquwn Yudp wnwwi, npnyftintie Govdwphwn nu
whytnd ukpp wn Yp wwhwiek:

Uan, Stpp ghnwlgwpwnp vhq wiuntu untindtg, npwkugh
utip ywpwpbpmehilp wwgdwGGipny stnwpnth, nt ny wy vkyp
Yupnnuwibwy pul Uwunnidng pl « (bnil Yuwdbkigunp nnp tu
utmwinp pppwd, nmptdG hu jwlgwlpnp ok G ghu wwwndbp
wpnunniehtl whwnh sppug»:

U.GAwiwwnGlp Awdngnwd Gl el wdpnne whtqtppp nm
wlinp vE9 tnwd Yhwlpp jwnwewgwt whgnpwtinnhG vty
wwwnwhAwd « Nugenvih» dp Aintiwbpny, t hGsy np wyuop
wnbinh Y'mGhGwy pGwlwl tnuwihnfunyetiwi (evolution)
wwwnwnwt k:

MptuG dwpn wpwpwdh Yawlph ywwnwnp b Guuwnwyp
wlhdwuwn ppugnt E: Npnyftint Yawlpp wwpquwtu
nwinfunipbiwb Atinn Yuwiumd nbhgnn YtpwtpniG Yp Antith:

Pwyg Anu wwnq Awnpg Up pGnt Glp: Grlt dwpnywig
wwpwd Yhwlpp wihvwun nkwptpk jwnwye Ghwe, dwnn
h*Gsnt opkGpltip AGwnbg, wd wikih 2hnwyn, h*Gsnt Yp
utnunptlp dwpnng tpp ufuwGbp Yp gnpdtG: 2°E np wlnGg
ppwdbtipp wwpq Ywlph wwhwbewd YwunhpGbpkG jwnwy
Eywd GG:

Utyn Ywpnn & puty, wyn opkGpGlinp dwiwlwlh plpwgphl
gniugwl npwkugh dnmnynipnlbp fuwnwn nt Awdbpwgiu
wwphG: {hnbtiwpwp GpyhpGhp G AwdwyGpln Awtwpwlyw
fiwdwdwyinpetiwdp opkGpltp AwunmwunbtighlG npwkugh
dwmmhy pumwpwywn Ypuny wwnhG hpwp Atan:

Grt winwtu &, niptdG finu Ywpdt Awng dp G plh:
h?Gsnt Awdwp Awdwyl woluwpfip StpdwbwughGipniG
nuwmwwwnpintg pwlwnpniG nnewyhquwb Awdwnp: h*Gynt
[@mpptpniG ppwdp swpmpehtlG Yp Gyuntibp Ywd GnyGhuy
Gupyuwhu, Swpdniph vk wnbkinh nbhgnn Yninnpwdn
wlpGnmGth Yp enth dwpnyuwig:

[OLwbtwn wlnbp wm GpyhpGhpnt pwunwpwghGpn
Auwntwpwwl npnonmuiGtnG EhG, hGy qnpd nibGh dGwuwgwsd
w2tuwpfAn wlnlg npnanwiGlipp ujuwy Awdwnbnt, i Yud
wlinGg Awtwpwlywl AwdngnuiGtinp pGGwnwwntine, tiu
whGgwinpGlpp wpnwp nwwnh YwGstne: Utp vty
fwutnwnnuwd Uunmdny pupniwyub jwnwGhoGbnG GG
npnlp utigh qghwnwygnieptl Ynt rmwb swpp pwphkG
quwqubtint:

Q.. Utip 3pn m ytpghG YEwnp: U'wipn wpwpwdh fuhnép t
Ywipp wpentG GG npnyAtntie winp Uspwphsp Unipp
Rwpniulwl whdGwinpnyehil upG k:

Stpp YwyGyuyk np Auwwwnmwgbwg Ghipu witith pwndn
dwlwpnwyh Ytwlph wlgbhlp, uppnpebwl jwwnYwbho Gipny
unnihGp, tpYGughG ywpgbiGipny wnwgGnpmnthGp t bp
pninn juouptipnyp wiwnh(p:

MptuG, ny jwngth AuwgptGuyhgGp, tpp nnip dtgh
fiwngGEp, «Bu n"Y ti», «h°Gy T Yhwlph GowGwyniphilp>,
«h”Gsnt shunwyp wkwp E pGhd», «h°Gsnt Ainghu
Govdwpuniptiwl Yp dwpwih», hdwghp np nnib YalnwGh
Uunnidny GuwbmphtGnyp uinbtindmwd tu L hGy np wy
wuopnmuwy « jubijugh» Ynyntwd dwpnhyp pubG, nniG
wwwnnwuwn tnhp Unipp {nghhG dwylp ubgnt, pnt Shpng
Ywuipp hvwlwint, UGnp luouphG wnwg Gnpmniptiwd
ftintictipny, e Uh dhugl UiGnp thwnp nt wywnpe phiptyni: @
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EVA NGELICAL SCHOOL

Urwynyph Uwihu' UtipinhGhwG
JwnpdwpwGkGi vtpu

«Y hd pwlluqhl MNunighsu, wGdwh E pne qnpony :

pwyg dwlwiwtn' «Zwy Uowynyehy wdhu, np wnhp

UpGdwyt Awy dnnnynipnpG thwnwpwGhine pp
fiwqupwdbiwy dowynyep, Awwpuwluine winyg G
fiwrwwnpny YpyGtnt UnphiG UpwGstithpG, Ubupnw
U'wownngh wowlbtipnpG fuoupp® «Ny hu pwGywghG
Nwnighsu, wGdwh £ pne gnpdny: Upnwnbic, ny dhuyG
finwgp qnpdp wldwhA £, wy Gubi wlny phipbinugwd
fwgbpEG (GgniG, winy dGnilGn wnwd gqpuywiiehlp
whdwh GG, huy wlnGginy uGninn ubipniGnGtpp whwnp
owpniGwybG gqnuwnbittp wGdwhingebwG Jke:

UtpunpGiwG <wy UibnwpwGwlwG dwpdwpwGkG Ghpu
b dwy Uowyngep jhawnmwynibguir pugdwieht winppeGbnny
b wywquwiG dkkpny :

21 Znyw. 2009-phG uyuwr AwbpkG gppbipnt, ZwihuwlwG
wpnttiunp GungGhpne G inpwGnibpGipne
gnigwfiwtnku-Jwswnpp' np owpniGwyniigue 3 opkip:

23 ZnnytdpbphG nwuwiwGnnehGp nwnpbigwe b
wwytipwnGip, nwnighsGtn, dGnnGtp G fihipbp AwGngeny
GwowlbkighG Awgyuyub Awdwnwd Gwotip: Quobipnt Judwn
pp Yuwgdwlybpwynuwd Ep OGnnw-NwngswlwG Ywqdp
Ynnuk, huy nunbihpGtpp Gnihpnuwd EhG wawybpinniebwG
G hptGg dGnnwg Ynndk: QuipkG bunp, onipe 2 dwd,
JwndwpwGh gpgwithwyhG dke Yp punitp LwljuywG
tpwdonnehl, e wwph nwGwyGbp: PwypG dky wGyhGp
wowlbnnGbn dGd wwwnbipne Uk fuwnnn Yp dqukthG, nu yp
unpykhG nnwy tie ghGh wwuinpwuwnb :

Utuopt, twnp dwdp 2-pG, JwpdwpwGh upwhpG dte
fiwtwpniwd  wpwytipnGpniG, dGnnGtipnG G AhiptipniG

2 nyunbdptip £ YnypG - wdhu pbipph, wnwunnietwG,
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Gapyuwywgnitigur gbinwpniiunwywG ywynwaghp dp
Gnthpnuwd «&wy Upwyngeh Opy-nuwl, Yuunwpnnniebwdp
CwnhykG dhGebr 2. Ywpgbpnt wowybpunniyebwt. winGp
fuwlnwywn Ytpwny wpunwuwGtighG, bGpgbighG bt
GipywywgnighG 8nYfwGGhu @ndwGbwGh «Uwehp dp
Ubtnpyp: dwlnpunyebiwt Giplwy EpG Gt inquipwpéuywG
Ywaquh wlnwuGtp G Appbp, Shnt SnGnpnpkp NikGunp
Unpniky, 2powGh nuinpYulinyebGEG 2 GhiplwywunighyGlin,

Sktp e Shy. QwGh Gt UwpphGt UwppwitwG te Skp G
Sphy. Upky & Uppjw UwppwbwG:

Swynwagph vk ywwnnly nbn mpnuwd Ep g GwfiwunwGph
wpwpnnnuebwG dp: UbtpnpGiwG JupdwpwGh GupuyhG
wowltpunGbpEG® Upkly UVwppwiwGh e pp npyGne Updwgh
ynnuk Awunwunnuwd 1000 winjwpp Yppwlywun dp
WwiGéGnibgwie nuumdGuywG qnGh Ypwy thwyniG wpnhiGp
Gtinp ptipnn wowybtpwh dp, G Lnu UGEGpup
pwnwpwwbnnebwb Ynnuk npnuwd 4 qlGwhwnmwonbp
wiGéGnibiguG UhoGwlywpgh wyG wowlbipnGtpniG npnp
hptiGg 2ppwwyuinpb dwinwybint L wnwelnpnbint
YwpnnnuehlGGlip gnigupbpwd GG: UipdwGwinp
wwtpwnGlipne pGupnyehitGp YuwiwnwptighG Upky Ge Uppjw
U'wppwibwGGhpp® AhdGniiing  wowiyipinGepniG unpnuwud
fiwpgwpwGGbpne Gu 2wpwnpnuebwby Ypwy: Uppwlwwunp
unwgwt 6-pn YupgkG Bwpnye ‘vwquipbwG, huy Shnb
SnGnpnpkp NikGunp Upniklh denwidp g Guifwnwagnbip
unwgwl Bwpnie VwquptwG, vwpby UpehoptiGhwG, Moq
UiwqbwG Gt Cnipwl GwpuinbwG:

Swynwaghpp Ybpe quwe uipdwpwGh wGopkG Mp.
hG6tGhpbwGh thwldwG fuoupny :

8nyukth



UtpunhGtwl JwupdwpwGh 2009-2010
Swpbtoppwlh dEpwuninnp

«Unwiown Lntuny,
UnpbiquyG, Upnuwn,
Un hu Lnju Twqbw’.

W E hipwpwGship dGnnph gwGynuehiGp® hp

quiwyGhpniG Awdwp, fuGnpwipp, wnoppp' Uwunnidng
ninnuwd, [nu' hp AngbfiwnnpGepniG, |nup Jdke wwphy,
(nuny winweGnpnnitp: G Awwwwnwing np Lwy nwnpngp
tnwp wnppip £, Unipp Ukupnwh wGdwp (nup uthnnn
thwpnu £, wdkG UbwwbdpbphG, fiwy dGnnGtp hptGg wliohG
quitwyGlipp Yp ywGaGEG Zwy nuwpnghG:

U\GgGnn 27 wwppGbpniG GdwG, wwu wwph G
UtipnpGbwG Zwy UibinwpwGulywG dwpdwpwGp nnGbpp
(wiG pwgwd Ybipwdnunh wnwohG opp® Ukwwnbdptn 3,
2009-phG qpywpwg pGnniGig hp ApG nu Gnp wowlybpunGanG
nt winGg dGnnGkpp:

UnnwionbwG dwdp 8-hG, UwGlwwwnuinbgkG dhGebi
UhgGwywnah 8-pn Yuingh wuiytinunGipne 2wnpbinp
nunniigwG JupdwpwGh AwGnhuwupwhp: UGnGg Yp
fikunbitbp dGnnGhpnt unnuup puqdnueG dp:  Ybpwdnunp
pwguwl AwbGnhunyehGp uyjuwe wowybpnGhpnt juwnwnpwd
UdbiphybwG e LwgyulwG gnig. nifjunbipng, 23-pn
Uwnudnup wpunwuwGnyebiwdp Ge pwGh dp fingbiinp Gipgbipne
tipgtignnnietiwdp:

Uhwgbiw Zwy dnnnjuywG Gytnbkging fingpd Lbp.
ObupG Uwpenubwbp puwgdwl wnopptl tunp GhiplwGtpniG
thnfuwtGgtig hp wwingudp' UwnnuudwigniGsh Atiunbitiwg
fuouptipny® «pdwunniebwG uyhgpep Skpnep wituG k&, pung
thdwipGipp pdwunnyepiGG ne Ypenyepibp YwGwpgbiGy,

dwwnGwbotiing np UbipnpGiwG dwpdwpwGp ppphunnGiwlywG
nwumhwpwyniebwdp Ge Skpnep Jwijuny  pdwuwnnehiG Yp
swdpk Awy dwunnw? ubipnGnhG:

JwpdwpwGhu Anqupwpdniptiwb wntGwwtin' Soppe .
Zpuynp UsphpbwG nneoniGhg GhplwGbpp' 2GnpAwlwiniehiG
wnGlig fwy 0GnnGepniG, np Awlwnwy nGunbuwywh
ndnwp wwdwGGhpnt hpbGg quitwyGlipp Yp ywGEGEG Lwiy
nwnnghlG, G Junwfiignig qubnlp, np Jwpdwpwih
wwwlwb dwpdhGGbpp hptGg YwpbihG whunh pGeG npwkughp
hptGg ywGEGnwd dwlGnyGipp wGgpGhG Aiquiuwf
wmwnpbigpewl up G, npnyfAtintic, puwe wG dEgpbpnud dp
Ywuwwpbiing fAwtGgnigbwy @En LEGEnPEG, «pninp wlnGg
fiwdwn, npnlGg finquonyehiGp vip wwpunwlwbnyepGG E,
w2tuwwnwilipp Yp 2wpniGwynth, Guuwnwyp Yp gnuuntik,
(nup ywn Yp dGwy bie Gpugp tipptip sdtinGphpy

dtipohG fuoup wnGnnp nwi JupdwpwGhu wnGopkG® Mp.
8nyutth hG6tehptwlp, np hp YupghG pwph quiniuwn
dwnpetig wowytipmnyetiwb G dGnnwg, qbynigtig
fwunwunniebGEG Gepu Yuwwmwpnuwd GnpngnyehlGGepniG
JwuhG G wwyw GEpYuywgnig yundwpwGhu nwunigswljwqdG
np wwowolkEnehilp, pninpphG dwnpeting wnnne, nipwpu G
wnnhtGwikin wwnph dp:

Qwlnpuniehibp hwynibgue StpniGuywG wnoppny, npdk
twnp wowlbpnGhpp ninnniigwG nkwh nwuwpwGGtpp*
hptGg nwnighsGipnt wnwebnpnnietiwdp :

‘VwpuwdwGywwwpnkgp G niGigue hp Jbpwdnunp
fiwtGnphunyehiGp, GnG opp, dwdp 9:30-pG, pwnp
quiniuinh fuouptipny Ginye niGigwG JwpdwpwGhu nGopkG'
MNp. 8ndukh hGeEGhpwGp G GupiwdwGywwwpnkgh
wwwnwufuwGuunnt Shy. Uwyh @nhwbwbp, www
hipwpwGship nwnighy Ywipnwg pp nwuwpwGh
winiwGwgwGyp, npdk Gunp nbinhp
niGbigwt dwlopwgdwl wwh dp:

‘Vwuwdwiwwwnpnkgh 2009-2010
nwndGwywb wwptigpewGp uluwie ywienpn
opp' Nippwie’ Utiwun. 4-pG:

Rwph plewgp’ pninphG:

2npbppwpeh, Ubwwbdptp 9, 2009,
dwdp 10:00-phG UbpnpGhwG JundwpwG
wyglittighG ZwwywG «UspdtiGihwy
wnwguwunwGwih wGdGwywuqits 5
wiGinwdGtin, npnp wgtuwpfih 2npe Yp
nwnGwG* uthpinph quinnipGtipp wyghbpnt

Forum | 25



G quinGp ppwp Ywwbint Awdwp:

ZphwhuwghG Uidbphyugh Uhwgbiwg Zwy UsnwpuGuywG
GytntighGpnt UhnietiwG wiwg. Angp* dbp. 8njukih
Uwpnubwi, Anqupwpéniebwl Ywpg dp winwdGbn,
wnwiohGEG dhstie 8=pn. Yuipgtipnt wpwiybipnGbpp AwwwpnibguG
Awlnhuwupwh Gr dwihnnoniGGtpny nhdwinptighG Apipbipp:
Fuwph quinuwnp fuouptin ninntighG Yhp. 8ndutith UwenubwG,
JwpdwpwGhu AnquipwpdnyebwlG wnbGuwybn Sopp. pwyn

s ll;ll|l|llr|l'l
“ hinarintaldl
RLTE TS Fe

Fut e Sabiiiatbsie

UsehpbwG bt nGopkG Mp. Sndukth hGekGhpbwG, www
fuoup wnwt wnwnwqwunwlwih wGdGwywqih nbywdwn,
winGh gpwgbn Qoph PwpwibwG, np gk wn dky
GpYwywgnig hp pGyGpwyhgbtipp, www wowytipmnietwb
pwgwwnbg Nwpwpwnh npogwyhG ni ghGwGowGhG dwupG,
dwwnGuwlotiin np dwyp dhoun wquinwintiGy bnwd £ G
wywhwGowwkp whwnp dGwy:

FOR THE PERSON WHO HAS EVERYTHING

Some gifts you can give this Christmas are beyond monetary value:

e Mend a quarrel, dismiss suspicion, tell
someone, ‘| love you.”

e Give something away—anonymously.

e Forgive someone who has treated you wrong.

e Turn away wrath with a soft answer.
e Visit someone in a nursing home.
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e Apologize if you were wrong.

* Be especially kind to someone with whom
you work.

e Give as God gave to you in Christ, without
obligation, or announcement, or reservation,
or hypocrisy.

- C. Swindoll, Growing Strong, pp. 400-1



Book Review |

Rev. Markarian’s
‘The Thirsty Enemy’:
A Story of War,
Faith and Passion

By Ed Ackerman
From The Sunday Dispatch

PARAMUS, NJ—A rocket propelled grenade
slams into the terrace outside of the bedroom
window of the apartment he and his wife
share in West Beirut, Lebanon. It makes a
much louder sound than the routine gunfire to
which they’ve become accustomed.

A half-dozen members of a Communist
militia group, all brandishing AK 47s, pound
on the door in the middle of the night. This
scene is repeated over and over throughout a
seven-year period, with armed militia
representing the Mourabitoun, Saiqua, Druze,
Fatah, Kurds, PPS (Partie Populaire Syrienne)
and Syrian army. One night, a group storms in
with fixed bayonets, their leader ripping the
phone line out of the wall and threatening their
lives.

Abu Abed, a powerfully built militia leader
nearly as broad as he is tall, with a .45 on each
hip, who speaks with a mechanical voice box
because his own was lost in battle, becomes an
ally in smuggling tons of food through armed
blockades in order to feed thousands of
refugees.

These are just some of the events which
make the book “The Thirsty Enemy” read like
an adventure novel.

But “The Thirsty Enemy” is not a novel. It is
a memoir, the life story of John Markarian, of
West Pittston, PA.

Markarian, the 92-year-old retired college
president and ordained Presbyterian minister
who occasionally preaches at First United
Presbyterian Church on Exeter Avenue, West
Pittston, has resided in that community with

his wife Inge since 1987.

According to the book’s cover, “The Thirsty
Enemy” is “a story in which a growing faith in
God and awareness of purpose in life meet to
form the adventure. The primary setting for
the book is the city of Beirut. It tells about the
beginning steps in the creation of an institute of
higher learning and finds its theme in seven
years of war, giving a drink to the thirsty
enemy.”

Electing to remain in Beirut for the purpose
of protecting Haigazian College (now
University), of which he was founding
president, John Markarian and Inge manage to
survive a seven-year period of war, during
which life was cheap on the streets of West
Beirut, by inviting groups most would label
“terrorists” to sit down and talk over coffee.

Markarian, who has a doctorate in theology,
took inspiration from an Old Testament
proverb and repeated in the New Testament
Epistle of Paul to the Romans: “If your enemy
is hungry, give him something to eat, if he is
thirsty give him a drink for by so doing you
will heap burning coals upon his head.”

Interwoven throughout the book are
Markarian’s personal memories of growing up
as a son of a pastor, being trained in a family
member’s Oriental rug business, working as
an accountant for a public utility, graduating
with two degrees from Lafayette College and
then from Princeton Theological Seminary and
of, in 1955, accepting a challenge to launch a
new university program in Beirut.

It was the Armenian Evangelical Church that

invited Markarian, at the time in his ninth year
of teaching at Lafayette, also the alma mater of
his father and two older brothers, to launch a
new university program in Beirut for the
purpose of training leaders for the Armenian
Evangelical Church in the Near East. His first
and founding presidency of Haigazian College
ended in 1966. He served as Dean of the
Chapel and Chairman of the Religion
Department at Central College in Pella, Iowa,
for three years, returning to Beirut in 1969 to
become Director of Development and
Professor at the Near East School of Theology.
He returned to the helm of Haigazian College
in 1971 and retired in 1982.

The Markarians returned to the United
States residing in Los Angeles from 1982 until
1987 when they moved to Pennsylvania. At 92,
John Markarian is an avid tennis player and
golfer.

“The Thirsty Enemy” (pb, 450 pp, Item #335)
is published by The Armenian Missionary
Association  of  America (AMAA),
headquartered at 31 W. Century Road,
Paramus, NJ. Each copy of the book is $22.95.
To order, Please contact the AMAA at
201.265.2607, E-mail: amaa@amaa.org or visit
the website www.amaa.org
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