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necks symbolize love, which is the
supreme virtue in Christianity.
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From the Editor’s Desk

Rev. Kevork George Terian

Korean artist named Elder Rhee. It

is not a painting, but a picture
created by writing thousands of words in
shaded letters with a fine-tipped pen. It is
actually the entire New Testament written
out by hand. There are about 185,000
words handwritten on a unique scroll
with an average of a thousand words per
line. The work took the artist two years to
complete. The amazing scroll is only 6 feet
long and 4 feet wide. The letters are
drawn in such a way to create a picture of
Jesus Christ surrounded by 27 angels who
represent the 27 books of the New
Testament. The artist wishes to convey the
message that the New Testament reveals
the person and work of Jesus Christ.

Our God did not simply write us a letter
instructing us what to do and how to live.
He did not send us a heavenly angel to act
as His representative. He did not send us
a prophet to declare His laws from a
mountaintop. He sent us His only Son to
reveal His enormous love, His character,
His will and His readiness to forgive
penitent sinners. The Infinite Creator
became an infant!

When Jesus returned to His hometown,
Nazareth, after His baptism in the Jordan
River, He stood up in the synagogue and
read Isaiah 61:1-2. That passage
constitutes a brief summary of the
Messiah’s mission: to preach good news
to the poor, to bind up the brokenhearted,
and to proclaim freedom for the captives.

Booker T. Washington was born a slave
who, after emancipation, became a
famous educator. In his autobiography
entitted Up From Slavery he tells the
following experience. “The most trying
ordeal I was forced to endure as a slave
boy was the wearing of a new flax shirt
that was made of coarse and rough fiber.
Whenever I wore it, it felt like a hundred
small pins were piercing through my skin.
My brother John, who was several years

T here is an amazing piece of art by a

older than I, generously agreed to wear
my prickly shirt in my stead until it was
broken in.” Jesus came to this world to
share the human experience and to take
our burdens upon Himself without
participating in our sin.

Today, people still ask, “Why did Jesus
come to our planet?” In addition to the
answers already given, I will
enumerate a few more, cognizant of
the fact that the list is by no means
exhaustive.

(1) In Mark 1:14, we are told that
Jesus came to proclaim the good
news of the Gospel. When we sinned,
God did not forsake us, but He sent
His only Son, in the likeness of human
flesh, to redeem us. Our Savior
willingly, without any external
coercion, left the glories of heaven
and came to this sin-cursed world, not
only to dwell among us, but also to
bear our sins. He who knew no sin,
came to die in the sinners” place. The
Son of God condescended to become the
Son of Man in order that we, through faith
in Him, might become the sons and
daughters of God and share in His eternal
life.

The Gospel is a message of utmost
urgency and encouragement. Without the
Gospel, the church would be reduced to
the status of a cultural society. Preaching
the Gospel is the proclamation of the good
news of salvation, not only the giving of
good advice. A preacher is a publisher of
glad tidings. At the center of the Christian
Gospel is the announcement that God has
not left us alone as orphaned children.
One of the peculiar names given to Jesus
is “Immanuel” which literally means
“God with us.” Our Earth is the planet
that was visited by God.

In 1994, two Americans answered an
invitation from the Russian Department
of Education to teach morals and ethics
(based on Biblical principles) in the public

schools. They were invited to teach at
prisons, business establishments, the fire
and police departments, and at a large
orphanage.

It was near the holiday season when, for
the first time, the orphans heard the
traditional =~ Christmas story. The
Americans told the orphans about Mary

God sent us His only Son

to reveal His enormous love,
His character, His willand
His readiness to forgive
penitent sinners.

and Joseph arriving in Bethlehem and
finding no room at the inn, had to stay at
a stable, where Jesus was born and placed
in the manger. Throughout the story, the
children, according to one of the
Americans, “sat in amazement as they
listened. Some sat on the edges of their
stools, trying to grasp every word.”

As a follow-up activity to the story, each
child was given three small pieces of
cardboard to make a crude manger. Each
child was also given a small yellow
napkin to be torn into strips and carefully
laid in the manger for straw. Small
squares of flannel from a discarded
nightgown were used for the baby’s
blanket. A doll-like baby was made from
pieces of tan-colored felt.

As they made their way around the
room to observe the children, this is what
one of the Americans noted: “All went
well until I got to one table where little
Misha sat. He looked to be about 6 years
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The Gospel is a vast
rescue operation for

people who have lost
their bearings.

old and had finished his project. As I
looked at the little boy’s manger, I was
startled to see, not one, but two babies in
the manger. Quickly, I called for the
translator to ask the lad why there were
two babies in the manger.”

The observer goes on to note that Misha
very accurately recalled the story that had
been told until he came to the part where
Mary put Jesus in the manger. Then,
Misha started to ad-lib. He made up his
own ending to the story as he said, “And
when Maria laid the baby in the manger,
Jesus looked at me and asked me if I had
a place to stay. I told him ‘I have no mama
and I have no papa, so I don’t have any
place to stay.” Then Jesus told me I could
stay with him. But I told him I couldn’t
because I didn’t have a gift to give him
like everybody else did. But I wanted to
stay with Jesus so much, so I thought
about what I had and hoped that it could
be a useful gift for him. I thought maybe if
I kept him warm, that would be a good
gift. So I asked Jesus, ‘If I keep you warm,
will that be a good enough gift?” And
Jesus told me, ‘If you keep me warm, that
will be the best gift anybody ever gave
me.” So I got into the manger, and then
Jesus looked at me and he told me I could
stay with him - for always.”

As little Misha finished his story, his
eyes brimmed full of tears that splashed
down his little cheeks. Putting his hand
over his face, his head dropped to the
table and his shoulders shook as he
sobbed and sobbed. The little orphan had
found someone who would never
abandon or abuse him, someone who
would stay with him ALWAYS!”

Suppose you had been one of those coal
miners trapped several hundred feet
below the surface of the earth in West
Virginia, a couple of years ago. What
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would be the greatest words you could

hear under those circumstances? Would

they not be “I am found”? The Gospel is

a vast rescue operation for people who

have lost their bearings. The Gospel

rescues us from a meaningless existence.

We are living in an age of
estrangement. People are estranged
from God, the source of their being. Is
this not the meaning of sin? After all, sin
is rebellion against God’s authority. Sin
is trying to live as if God does not exist.

Our sin separates us from God, but

wonder of wonders, our sin does not
separate God from us! At times we desire
to flee away from God, but He does not
abandon us. When we declare war against
God, He does not declare war against us.
His attitude towards us remains one of
unconditional love. How much easier it
would have been for God to either leave
us to our own devices when we first
sinned, or to rain fire down from heaven
and destroy us for our sin! The fact that
He did not resort to such actions shows
that He has no hostility towards us, and
that He did not remain distant. Through
Jesus Christ, God is closer to us than our
heart that beats within our chest.

(2) In Luke 19:10, we are told that Jesus
came to our world to seek and to save the
lost sheep. All of us, without any
exception, have sinned and lost our way.
Like a good shepherd, Jesus leads His lost
sheep to the fold of safety.

The Bible is a very unflattering book
because it dares to tell us the truth
about ourselves. If it is flattery that we
are seeking, we had better leave the
Bible unopened and unread. In Isaiah
53:6, we find the following highly
uncomplimentary fact: “We all, like
sheep, have gone astray; each of us has
turned to his own way.” This verse
contains the central truth about
human nature. We have a propensity
for getting ourselves thoroughly lost.
Men and women feel lost in the
complexities of modern life. We
constantly complain about the
multiplication of conveniences which
cause us so much inconvenience to get
them, to pay for them and to maintain
them.

The Bible declares that we, human
beings, not only feel lost and get lost, but
that we also go astray in a particular way.
We lose our way like sheep, which means

that we deviate from the right path by our
own carelessness, inattention and
negligence. Whenever we lose our way,
we cannot place the blame on our
neighbors, or on our special circumstances;
we have only ourselves to blame. This is
confirmed by the Bible, “Everyone has
turned to his own way.”

Most of us don’t drive into trouble; we
gradually drift and slide into it by
following the impulses of our desires. We
do not, for instance, say to ourselves, “Let
us pollute Lake Erie by making it a
wastebasket for our factories.” We do not
say, “Let us kill all the fish and fill the lake
with toxic chemicals.” The fact is that we
have created a new Dead Sea by our
continuous carelessness and indifference,
despite warnings raised by concerned
citizens and scientists over a long period
of time.

Being lost should not be the last
condition of the sheep. We all need to
have a caring shepherd. A football team
cannot function without a coach. A
symphony orchestra cannot perform
without a conductor. A regiment of
soldiers cannot go to battle without a
captain. A school cannot operate without
a principal. We all need the Good
Shepherd, Jesus, because He has the
passion to seek out lost sinners, and He
has the power to save them.

Jesus Christ was not like a roving
reporter looking for sensational stories to
tickle the fancy of the curious. He roamed

passion to seek out
lost sinners, and He
has the power to
save them.

the

highways and the byways
aggressively looking for the troubled and
seeking those in distress. As long as we
follow Jesus, we are not in the “Lost
Articles” section, but in the “Lost and
Found” department.

Just as a sheep’s place is with the flock,



our place is with fellow pilgrims in the
church. Christ's great prayer was that,
under God, there would be one flock. We
all need one another. I can get along well
with anyone who believes in a higher
power, but I find it impossible to get
along with someone who believes he,
himself, is the highest power. The
safety and wellbeing of the sheep are
ensured only when they listen
attentively to their Master’s voice.

(3) In John 10:10, Jesus declares, “I
came that they may have life and
have it abundantly.” The Greek word
used for “life” in this verse is not
“bios”, which refers to our physical
existence, but rather the word “zoi”
was selected because it signifies an
energetic and uncommon life that is
perpetually renewed. Undoubtedly,
the abundant life is eternal life that
only Jesus can impart. Millions of
people around the world have all the
necessities of life, but paradoxically,
they find no meaning in life. They
have everything to live with, but
nothing to live for!

It is an incredible misfortune that the
Christian faith has been misrepresented as
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The safety and
wellbeing of the
sheep are ensured
only when they
listen attentively to
their Master’s voice.

putting the lid on life, and subtracting
from the enjoyment of life by diminishing
its pleasures. To be sure, Jesus denounces
all forms of perverted pleasure and self-
indulgence, especially if their pursuit
inflicts indignity or pain upon others.
Christianity does not mean the restriction,
but rather the genuine enhancement of
life as God meant it to be. When a person
surrenders himself to Jesus, he becomes
liberated from the slavery of pride, anger,
hatred, lust, egotism and spiritual
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blindness.

The Apostle John, in the epilogue of his
Gospel, says the following about Jesus:
“In Him was life and that life was the light
of men”(John 1:4). Here we find another

Through our
connection with
Jesus, we are
enlightened, acquire
the ability to think
clearly, perceive
reality without having
delusions, and weigh
matters objectively.

dimension to abundant living. Through
their connection with Jesus, human beings
are enlightened, acquire the ability to
think clearly, perceive reality without
having delusions, and weigh matters
objectively.

On March 15, 1994, Deputy Sheriff
Lloyd Prescott was teaching a class for
police officers at the Central Library in
Salt Lake City. During a break, he
stepped into the hallway and saw a
gunman forcing 18 hostages into a
nearby room. Prescott, who was dressed
in civilian clothes, fell in line with the
group and became the 19th hostage.
When the gunman announced the order
in which the hostages would be
executed, Prescott identified himself as a
police officer. A scuffle ensued and

Prescott, in self defense, shot the gunman,
but all the hostages were released
unharmed.

Like officer Prescott, Jesus dressed
Himself like one of us, and entered our
world to ransom us because we were held
hostage to sin and in danger of spiritual
death. In Philippians 2:6-8, the Apostle
Paul says that Christ, who had equal
status with God, set aside His divine
privileges, and condescended to come to
this world in human likeness to save us.

Paul Harvey tells a story about a
modern man who was not a scrooge. He
was a kind, decent man, generous to his
family, and upright in his dealings with
others. But he had one problem: he did
not believe in the doctrine of incarnation
proclaimed by churches at Christmas
time. It just didn’t make sense to him and
he was too honest to pretend otherwise.
He just could not swallow the "Jesus story"
about God coming to earth as man. “I'm
truly sorry to distress you,” he told his
wife, “but I'm not going with you to
church this Christmas Eve.” He said he’d
feel like a hypocrite if he did. So, he
decided to stay home, but promised to
remain awake until his wife and children
returned from church. He stayed, they
went.

Shortly after the family drove away in
the car, snow began to fall. He went to the
window to watch the flurries getting
heavier and heavier, then went back to
his fireside chair and began to read his
newspaper. Minutes later, he was startled
by a thudding sound. Then another and
another. At first, he thought someone
must be throwing snowballs against his
living room window. When he went to the
front door, he found a flock of birds
huddled miserably in the snow. They had
been caught in the storm and in their
desperate search for a shelter, they had
tried to fly through his large landscape
window.

He couldn’t let the poor creatures lie
there and freeze. He remembered the barn
where his children stabled their pony.
That would provide a warm shelter, if he
could direct the birds to it. He quickly put
on his coat and galoshes, trampled
through the deepening snow to the barn,
opened the door wide, and turned on a
light. But the birds did not come in. He
figured food would entice them in and he
hurried back to the house, fetched bread
crumbs, sprinkled them on the snow
making a trail to the lighted and wide
open doorway of the stable, but to his
dismay, the birds ignored the bread
crumbs, and continued to flap around
helplessly in the snow.

He tried directing them into the barn by
walking around them and waving his
arms, but they scattered in every direction
without going into the warm and lighted
barn. Then he realized they were afraid of
him. To them, he reasoned, “I am a
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flesh, but not of the
flesh; therefore, He is
able to vanquish sin
and death in the
same region where
they had won their
victories.

strange and terrifying creature; if only I
could think of some way to let them know
they can trust me, that I'm not trying to
hurt them, but to help them!” But how?
Any move he made tended to frighten
and confuse them. They just would not
follow his directions. They would not be
led because they feared him. “If only I
could be a bird myself,” he thought. “If
only I could be a bird and mingle with
them and speak their language, and tell

An
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them not to be afraid, and show them the

way to the safe, warm barn! But I'd have

to be one of them, so they could see and
hear and understand.”

At that moment the church bells began
to ring. The sound reached his ears
above the howling of the wind. He stood
there listening to the church bells
pealing the glad tidings of Christmas.
He sank to his knees in the snow and
prayed, “Lord, forgive my unbelief.
Now I can understand why you had to
become like one of us.”

(4) In John 9:39, Jesus says, “For
judgment I came into this world.” One
evidence for the reality of judgment is
our conscience. We cannot do wrong and
feel right. We become inwardly torn
apart when we go against what we know
is the revealed will of God. Another

example is that we cannot do wrong and
expect to get a good result. If we do not
first seek the Kingdom of God and His
righteousness, then our whole life will go
haywire and become completely
unmanageable.

During World war II, a British preacher
made the following observation: “We
ignored the ringing of church bells, now
they ring to warn us of air raids; we left
the churches half-empty, now they are in

If you enjoy reading the FORUM, and derive a spiritual benefit from
it, we appeal to you to help us defray part of the cost of publishing
by sending a tax-deductible gift to the following address:

AEUNA Office

616 N. Glendale Ave., Suite 23
Glendale, CA 91206

Please specify that your gift is for the FORUM.
If you know people who might enjoy receiving our journal, please send their
names and addresses to the editor, and we will see to it that they receive the

FORUM free of charge.

ruins; the money we wouldn’t give to the
churches is taken from us in taxes; the
nights we wouldn’t pray, we spend now
in fear by huddling in air-raid shelters.”

The famous historian, Arnold Toynbee
says, “Fourteen of the twenty-one great
civilizations vanished into dust, not by
external defeat, but by inner decay
because they became instruments that
God could no longer use.” Judgment
means that God sets a limit to immoral
practices and unjust policies. Societies
that are contrary to God’s will, may
endure for some time, but like a
Christmas tree severed from its roots, they
eventually will collapse and die. No one
can do wrong and expect to get a
permanently good result from it. Evil has
no enduring power. Judgment is God’s
intervention in our affairs, frustrating our
purposes when we oppose His will.

Jesus was born in the flesh, but not of the
flesh; therefore, He is able to vanquish sin
and death in the same region where they
had won their victories. The mighty
Roman Empire disintegrated, and the
Sanhedrin, the Jewish Religious Council
that condemned Jesus to death, no longer
exists, but the love of God revealed in the
Manger of Bethlehem and on the Hill of
Calvary endures forever. @
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Dear Editor,

I read with great interest the two articles about
“Predestination and Free Will” in your spring issue and
also the letters in response that appeared in your fall issue.
One of these letters carried the signatures of five of our
Pastors who belong to the new generation and most of
whom, if not all, are less than 30 years old. I am very
proud of our young ministers and happy that young
members of our church are dedicating their lives to serve
God. At the same time, I am concerned that they are
adopting a doctrine that is certainly foreign to the
Armenian Evangelical Church.

I have been attending Armenian Evangelical Churches
regularly for almost fifty years now and had never heard
of “predestination” until a few years ago when my
younger brethren Pastors started graduating from certain
Theology Schools. In fact, these young Pastors never
preach predestination from the pulpit because they know
well enough that it will only create confusion and
misunderstanding in the minds of the congregation.

My brethren Pastors feel confident of their position
because they have found several verses in the Bible that
support election or predestination and yet they ignore
John 3:16, which assures salvation to ALL that believe
since God loved the WHOLE world, and that certainly
includes everybody. Therefore, everybody is loved by God
and is chosen by God to be saved and yet only those who
believe will be saved. I certainly believe that Jesus died for
everybody and not just for those who are “chosen”.

The Apostle Paul himself repeats this in Romans 1:16
where he says of the Gospel “...it is the power of God to
salvation for everyone who believes,..” and in Romans
2:11, “For there is no partiality with God.”

If I were to believe that I was predestined to be saved
while my poor neighbor did not have a chance in heaven
because he was predestined to be condemned, then I
become like the Pharisee who said: “God I thank you that
I am not like other men...” while the tax collector said,
“God be merciful to me a sinner”(Luke 18:9-14). Jesus
accepted the plea of the tax collector and rejected that of
the Pharisee.

Faith is a decision made by our free will; we cannot be
predestined to have faith just like a computer that is
preprogrammed to run in a certain manner. If salvation is
by predestination, then faith becomes useless and
meaningless. There is no room for faith in the doctrine of
predestination. There is no room for hope in the doctrine
of predestination because those who were not predestined
to be saved truly have no hope. Finally, there is no room
for love in the doctrine of predestination because that
would mean that God only loves those whom he elects
and hates the rest of mankind. How can God, the perfect
Father, in his infinite love, condemn his sons to death even
before they were born! It's like saying that charcoal is
white; it is meaningless.

Faith, hope and love are the main pillars of Paul’s
Christian faith, and I am afraid that those who accept the
doctrine of predestination misunderstand or misinterpret
what the Apostle really had in mind.

Nazareth E. Darakjian, M.D.
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Dear Rev. Terian,

I want to thank you and the Forum staff for the
wonderful journal that you lovingly prepare each quarter.
It is a wonderful avenue of expression for our AEUNA
community and I see it as a gem whose splendor we all
enjoy.

The phrase “the elephant in the room” is used to focus
our attention on the fact that an incredibly important issue
that is highly relevant to all other topics being discussed is
on everyone’s mind, but no one is speaking up about it.

Let’s take the situation one step farther. Let’s talk about
what might happen next if we don’t identify the elephants
and tackle them. Someone recently introduced me to the
concept of “slow death” within organizations. Slow death
is a situation in which people know there are problems, but
fail to act; they do not want to rock the boat; they do not
want to risk disruptions; they want to keep doing things as
they have been and let someone else figure it out later, or
better yet, maybe it will go away; they do not wish to take
on the personal risks that standing up to the issues might
require; they do not want to risk schism. In such a
situation, the problems continue to fester beneath the
surface, slowly and imperceptibly sucking the life out of
the organization.

To me the concept of slow death is no different than the
evils we face everyday. As Christians, we know the life of
Christ was the antithesis of this. His life on earth
epitomized growth and challenge and spiritual splendor.
We know He fought on a daily basis against slow death.
He loved to use everyday examples to teach people how to
fight the slow death. He taught us that to combat it, we
need a firm belief in God and all that He represents -
unwavering confidence in God’s love, and a deep desire to
accept the challenges before us.

We have only to answer a few simple questions to
understand this. Do the gifts of individual members have
an opportunity for full expression within our churches?

Dear Rev. Terian,

I would like to thank you from the depths of my heart for
publishing "Life Is What's Happening Outside the Black
Spot" article written by Lacreta Scott, in the December 2007
issue of the Forum. The Lord has used it to teach me a
valuable lesson for which I am very grateful.

Sirvart Saboundjian
Décines, France
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How do we address differences in religious
understanding? Have we advanced as an organization?
What have we given back to the community? Are we
meeting the needs of our people spiritually, emotionally,
and physically?

I would love to see the AEUNA combat this slow death
with full vigor. I would love to see the AEUNA start off by
identifying the elephant in the room. Ask yourself this
question: What is it that causes me to feel pain when I
think of our community? The answers to this question will
help us see the elephant and begin our journey of
transformative growth. This will be the first step to
stopping and hopefully reversing that which keeps us from
achieving our full spiritual potential.

Respectfully yours,
Susan Jerian, MD
Oak Park, CA

In their joint letter objecting to the articles on Calvinism in
the June 08 issue, the five cosigners state that they
considered expressing their opposing views, but chose not
to because it would have led to “an unedifying war of
words.” I'm not entirely sure how to evaluate that
statement.

On the one hand, it suggests that for these young men,
respectful debate of opposing theological views is simply
impossible  without the discussion becoming
unmanageably belligerent. This is one area where pastors
should offer their flocks a paradigm of courteous, irenic,
yet substantial discourse. That these present and future
church leaders are unable to do so is troubling, to say the
least.

On the other hand, it shows a high degree of self-control
coupled with a keen insight into one’s own shortcomings.
These traits are not only inherently laudable, but they are
especially necessary for pastors who must set an example
of humility and moral behavior for their congregations.

If pride is indeed the chief sin, then it follows that
humility ought to be the chief virtue. In that case, the five
cosigners are ultimately to be praised for exercising a
wisdom beyond their years and holding their fire in this
public setting. If respectful engagement is out of the
question, then silence is the next best thing.

David Bogosian
Glendale, California
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owhere in the world rehglons,
N other than Christianity, is there an

equivalent assertion of divinity
entering human time and space as He did
on that first Christmas. The Transcendent,
Omnipotent Deity became human. In
Apostle Paul’s words, “He took upon
Himself the form of a servant, being born
in the likeness of men” (Philippians. 2:7).
Here is the heart of the Christian faith:
God became man in order to set free the
sinful humanity from the bondage of sin;
in order to be a bridge between heaven
and earth. This was, and still is, God’s
greatest gift to mankind.

Unless we understand what Christmas
means and whose birthday we celebrate,
it will be no different than any other day
of the year. We can embellish it, as most of
us will, with family and friends, but it will
be a day of new and wonderful hope only
if we put Christ in Christmas.

In declaring to the world what they
believed about Jesus Christ, the early
Church used these words, “I believe in
one Lord, Jesus Christ . . . God of God,
Light of Life, Very God of Very God, who
for us men and for our salvation came
down from heaven.”

The God we find in Christmas is a God
who revealed Himself as a loving and
giving God—a God who loved mankind
so much that He gave His Son for their
salvation.

The Loving God

God came for us and for our salvation. He
came to save us from a life separated from
God. Sin had driven us away from God. A
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" Rev. Dr. Vahan H. Tootikian
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horde of enemies descended upon us—
hatred, fear, greed, lust and loneliness.

The world is alienated from God -
people with their guilt, their brokenness,
their separation from the source of their
lives; humans without hope in the world;
humans in cruel competition with their
fellowmen whom they disdain. This is the
world God loved so much that He sent
His Son to save — a world filled with lives
lost to God.

Jesus Christ, God Incarnate, came to
save us for a life returned to God. He
came to this world and gave His life to
reopen the passageway between human
beings and their Lord. Here, with our sins
forgiven, we can walk with God again.

The Impact of the Loving God

At Christmas time we think of Bethlehem,
that little Judean town, where Christ was
born. Bethlehem was the meeting place
where two thousand years ago some
interesting people converged on: the
angels hovered over the adjoining hills
with their message; the wise men from the
East, led by a star, ended their long and
weary journey there; Herod’s troops
swept down its streets and left death and
lamentation in their wake.

All had come because a child was born
in Bethlehem. Jesus Christ, the Lord of
lords, left His heavenly home to walk the
ways of men. The heavenly hosts sang
their ecstasies, the shepherds looked on in
wonder, the wise men lavished their gifts,
and hell lashed out through Herod’s
swordsmen.

We, too, may have a Bethlehem where

we can join with the humble and the great
to adore the Lord, and where the Lord
Himself awaits our worship. Bethlehem is
in our hearts. Here in our hearts we either
receive Him or reject Him. At Christmas
time, let us ponder again the wonder of
His coming and make room for Him in
our lives.

The Giving God

More than two thousand years ago, at the
first Christmas, God gave mankind His
greatest Gift. In the person of Jesus Christ,
He gave Himself to humankind; He
became “Emmanuel” (which means “God
with us”).

Whether one uses the metaphor of God
as a loving parent or shepherd or king,
God'’s character, God’s heart, is pictured
as a giving heart. God loves to give and
His motive for giving is love. God does

Jesus came to thls
world to reopen the
passageway between
human beings and
thelr Lord

not give to us because we have done
anything to deserve His Gift. Like a
parent showering birthday presents on a
beloved child, or a lover giving precious
gifts to his beloved, or a hero giving his
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life to save the life of a stranger, God gives
for the joy of giving and for His love of
humankind.

The Impact of the Giving God

God'’s giving is a wonderful model for us
to follow. His great Gift has engendered
freedom and joy in people so that
Christmas has become a festival of gifts.
Gift giving is a beautiful custom,
especially during the holy season of
Christmas. Gift giving to the needy is
even more blessed. But tragic it is if the
myriad of lesser gifts that pass from
person to person should distract human
beings from the most unique gift, which is
theirs through the Christ Child. For it is in
Him, and in Him alone, that we have the
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gift of a glorious and endless life.

Following God’s example of giving, St.
Luke relates in his Nativity account that
when the angel told Mary she was to be
the vehicle of bringing His gift to
mankind, her response was “I am the
Lord’s servant. May it be to me as you
have said” (Luke 1: 38).

Mary gave herself fully, and by doing so
she gave one of the best gifts a person
could possibly give. Her willingness to
submit to God’s will and become the
mother of the Incarnate Son of God was a
response to God’s supreme demonstration
of love.

Likewise, the Wise Men from the East,
when they found the newborn King, gave
Him their gifts of gold, frankincense and

myrrh as well as themselves in homage.
Thus, Christmas is a reminder of God’s
Gift to mankind, and mankind’s response
to that Gift. We give because God has first
given to us. And the best gifts we can give
are those that are expressions of love, care
and concern, a part of our own selves.

In Christmas we celebrate the coming of
Christ. Through His life Christ made God
visible for all to see—the loving and the
giving God. Now we are faced with the
challenge of making Christ so real that
people can see Him through us. 6

Rev. Dr. Vahan H. Tootikian is the Executive
Director of the Armenian Evangelical World
Council

The Day After Christmas

decorations a month before

Christmas. Our children’s focus is
usually on Christmas morning. They wake
up and open their presents. Then we go to
church and come home for a big meal. Then
it’s over. At the end of the day, when all the
gifts have been opened and there’s nothing
under the tree, then Christmas is over. For
many it is anticlimactic. However, what
comes after Christmas is perhaps the most
important part about it. I always used to
look forward to the after Christmas sales.
The day after Christmas was important. It is
still important for many reasons.

In Luke 2:17-20, we read, “When they had
seen him, they spread the word concerning
what had been told them about this child,
and all who heard it were amazed at what
the shepherds said to them. But Mary
treasured up all these things and pondered
them in her heart. The shepherds returned,
glorifying and praising God for all the
things they had heard and seen, which were
just as they had been told.”

In a few days Christmas will be over. The
presents will have been opened and the
decorations put away. Let me ask you a
simple question, what will you do after the
Christmas Celebration? This passage says
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a round our house we start putting up

By Stephen Sheane

that there are three ways that we are to
respond to Christmas.

1. Pondering - verse 19

After Christmas is good time to reflect on
what you have just seen and heard. How
many times have you heard the Christmas
story? I'm sure most of you could come up
here today, and tell the story. You have
heard enough sermons, prayed enough
prayers and rubbed up against the truth
long enough that your heart is calloused so
that the real truth cannot penetrate deep
into your daily life. Familiarity breeds
contempt. The first way to respond to the
Christmas message is to make it fresh in
your heart by pondering it in a new way.

A chauffeur had driven the chemistry
professor to dozens of speaking
engagements. He had heard the same
canned speech scores of times. He said on
the way to another engagement, "Professor,
I believe I could give your speech myself;
I've heard it so often." The professor said,
"T'll bet you $50 you can’t." "You're on," said
the chauffeur. He stopped the car and the
two exchanged attire. They came to the
banquet and the chauffeur dressed in a
tuxedo, sat at the head of the table and was
introduced. He stood up and gave the

speech exactly as he had heard it so many
times before. There was a standing ovation
when he was finished. The emcee got up
and said, "You know, we are so fortunate to
have such a fine resource with us tonight,
and since we have a little extra time, let’s
have some questions and answers." The first
question was asked and the chauffeur stood
there dumbfounded, clearing his throat in
nervousness. Finally with a flash of insight
he said, "You know, that’s just about the
dumbest question I have ever heard. In fact
itis so dumb I bet even my chauffeur could
answer that question!"

If you think about it, some Christmas
traditions are very strange. The greeting on
one  Christmas card goes like this:
“Christmas is just plain weird. What other
time of year do you sit around staring at a
dead tree in your living room and eat candy
out of your socks.” There are some things
about the whole Christmas story that are
amazing and unusual. A virgin teenager
gets pregnant. Visits by angels. Caesar’s tax.
The trip to Bethlehem but no room in the
Inn. God’s Son born in a stable. It is all too
incredible to believe. You have heard this
story so many times, but have you ever
stopped to really think about it?

C.S. Lewis said, "We don’t need to be told



new ideas so much as we need to be
reminded of old truths.”

This Christmas we remember again the
true meaning of Christmas. God gave
Himself for us. He was born as one of us so
that each of us might be born again into the
family of God. That baby born in Bethlehem
is the Savior of all of us. Let's not forget the
real reason for Christmas this year.

There was a wealthy European family that
decided to have their newborn baby
dedicated in their enormous mansion.
Dozens of guests were invited to the
elaborate affair, and they all arrived dressed
elegantly. After depositing their wraps on a
bed in an upstairs room, the guests were
entertained royally. Soon the time came for
the main purpose of their gathering: the
infant’s dedication ceremony. But where
was the baby? No one seemed to know. The
child’s governess ran upstairs and returned
with a desperate look on her face. Everyone

God is most
glorified in us when
we are most
satisfied in Him.

searched frantically for the baby. Then
someone recalled having seen him asleep on
one of the beds. The baby was on a bed all
right—buried beneath a pile of coats,
jackets, and furs. The object of that day’s
celebration had been forgotten, neglected,
and nearly smothered. The baby whose
birthday we celebrate at Christmas is easily
hidden beneath the piles of traditions and
cultural observances of the season. We need
to enter every Advent season asking,
"Where’s the baby?"

2. Praising - verse. 20

The shepherds had witnessed the world’s
greatest birth announcement. I am sure you
have heard and read those words many
times, but let me just highlight one word
and that is the word YOU. “But the angel
said to them, "Do not be afraid. I bring you
good news of great joy that will be for all the
people. Today, in the town of David, a
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Savior has been born to you; he is Christ the
Lord. This will be a sign to you: You will
find a baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a
manger" (Luke 2:19-20).
The angel said to the shepherds: “I bring
YOU good news of great joy. A Savior has
been born to YOU. This is a sign for YOU.
YOU will find the baby.. The angel’s
message to the shepherds was that Jesus is
YOUR Savior, YOUR King, YOUR Christ,
YOUR gift — straight from God.
At our house, the gifts are all out and the
girls have been having a great time going
around and finding out which ones are
theirs. They can tell which gift is which
because their gifts have their names on
them. The message of the angels is that Jesus
is YOUR gift this Christmas.
The fact that Jesus came for you means
that you need to respond to his incredible
gift. What will YOU do with Jesus? How
will YOU personally respond? Don’t look at
the person sitting beside you. Don’t look at
the worship teams or the pastor. God’s gift
is for YOU and YOU have to determine how
you will respond. You respond through
praising Him.
Someone once said, “We have become a
generation of people who worship our
work, work at our play and play at our
worship.” Leonard Sweet wrote: “Our pews
are occupied by people who want to be
moved, but who don’t want to move.” We
crave the experience of worship, but don't
work towards it; however, worship is what
we were created for. God is most glorified in
us when we are most satisfied in Him.
In Matthew 22:37-38 Jesus says, “Love the
Lord your God with all your heart, and with
all your soul, and with all your mind. This
is the first and greatest commandment.”
What do we offer God? Giving gifts at
Christmas — what do you give to the person
who has EVERYTHING? We offer Him our
love. How do we do that? The verse we
have already read tells us how to do it. God
wants us to love Him in three ways:
a. God wants us to love Him thoughtfully
— with our minds

b. God wants us to love Him passionately
— with our heart and soul

c. God wants us to love Him practically
— with all our strength

God created the entire universe and He
created you, but there are three things God
does not have unless you give them to Him.
He doesn’t have your attention (mind), or

your affection (heart), or your ability
(strength), until you give them to Him.

3. Proclaiming - verses 17-18

The third way we respond to the gift of
Christ this Christmas is by proclaiming
Him. Treasuring Christ is something we do
by not keeping Him to ourselves, but by
making Him known to the whole world.

Luigi Tarisio was found dead one
morning. He had lived in poverty, but in his
home were found 246 exquisite violins that
he had crammed into an attic. In his very
devotion to the violin, he had robbed the
world of all that music all the time he
treasured them; others before him had done
the same, so that when the greatest of his
collection, a Stradivarius, was first played it
had had 147 speechless years. Yet, how
many of Christ’s people are like old Tarisio?
In our very love of the church, we fail to
give the glad tidings to the world; in our
zeal for the truth, we forget to publish it.
When shall we all learn that the Good News
needs not just to be cherished, but needs to
be told? All people need to hear it. Saving
knowledge is diffused over the earth, not
like sunlight, but like torchlight, which is
passed from hand to hand.

Just like the shepherds who went away
that first Christmas to tell everyone they
met, there are so many who have yet to
come and see Jesus. Like the angels who
interrupted the shepherds' sleep, the world
today needs the light of Christ to come and
wake us up from our sleep and point us to
the One who can truly save.

Isaiah 9:6 states, “For to us a child is born,
to us a Son is given, and the government
will be on His shoulders. And He will be
called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.”

During the American Revolution, the
Battle of Blue Licks was fought at the stream
that bears that name. The battle never
should have been fought, for it was fought
after the war was over! News traveled
slowly in those days. Blue Licks is in
Kentucky, and there was no quick
communication over the Appalachian
mountains. No one knew the war was over.
In a sense, Christ won the victory over evil
at Calvary. All that is left for us to do is tell
the good news. 6

Editor’s Note: Rev. Stephen Sheane is the pastor
of the Evangelical Church in Kuwait.
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New Commitments
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tis that time of year again when, in a fit
I of optimism, many of us make great
promises to ourselves about what we

are going to do in the New Year that we

God does not want
you to live your life
Imprisoned by
your past.

G o

usually abandon about the second week in
January. This year I am determined it is
going to be different. I have made a New
Year’s resolution I know I will be able to
keep for the whole of 2009. Are you ready?
Here it is: I have decided to eat more and
exercise less. Now, I might well be able to
keep this resolution, but it wouldn’t make
a great deal of difference to my life, except
perhaps to increase my waist size by
several inches.

Today, I want to talk to you about some
resolutions, some commitments, which I
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" Philippians 3:13-14

guarantee Will makea !'ardi;ﬂ difference in
my life and your life if you follow through
on them. In fact, what I want to do is to
offer to you a way of starting the New Year
which could significantly change your life.
Here is what I want to suggest to you: if
you will make four commitments that God
in His Word encourages you to make, I
guarantee you that the start of 2009 could
become one of the most significant events
in your life. I want to challenge you to
make four new commitments for this New
Year.

1. COMMIT YOURSELF TO FORGET
YOUR FAILURES

The Apostle Paul gives this advice:
“Forgetting what is behind and straining
forward to what lies ahead, I press on
towards the goal for which God has called
me heavenwards in Christ Jesus”(
Philippians 3:13-14). This advice from
God’s Word has stood the test of time. I
don't know of any more relevant and
practical advice for us than this one. God
does not want you to live your life
imprisoned by your past.

For many of us our failures are painful
memories. Maybe for you it is a memory
of how you failed in a relationship. You
made the wrong decisions, said and did

for the New Year

the wrong things and the relationship
ended. Some of you who are parents
probably know that you failed your
children in some way. Many of us are
aware that we have failed our parents and,
it'’s more than likely, that many of us know
that most of all we have failed ourselves in
some ways.

What God’s Word is saying is that we
must not allow ourselves to be bogged
down by our past failures. We don’t have
to dwell on our past so that it stops us
moving forward into the future that God
has for us.

I think that the start of a New Year is a
good time for you to rise to that challenge
and say to yourself, “I am going to, with
help of God, forget my past. I am going to
stop torturing myself about what I did or
didn’t do.” This New Year is a good time
to stop being chained to your past failures.
God is saying here in His Word that He
doesn’t want you to go through your life
branding yourself as a failure.

2: COMMIT YOURSELF TO GIVE

UP YOUR GRUDGES
I want you to listen to these words from
the book of Colossians because in them
you'll hear the second challenge I believe
God wants you to rise to if you want to
make 2009 a significant turning point in



your life .“Bear with each other and
forgive each other whatever grievances
you may have against one another.
Forgive as the Lord forgave
you”(Colossians 3:13). Did you catch that
challenge? God is challenging you directly
and personally to give up your grudges.
That is what He means when He says
forgive each other whatever grievances
you may have against one another.

What's a grudge? A grudge is a deep
ongoing resentment that we cultivate in
our hearts against someone else. A grudge
is an unforgiving spirit that leads to
unforgiving attitudes and unforgiving
actions. Harboring a grudge is about
nursing a dislike for someone.

What you need to know is that grudges
are dangerous because they are
destructive.

Grudges destroy marriages.
Grudges break up families.
Grudges ruin friendships.
Grudges split churches.

Let’s be honest enough to admit that one
of the scandals of the Church is the
grudges that Christians hold against one
another. Today, if you know you are
holding a grudge against someone, then
God has something to say to you. He says,
“Give it up.”

I want to remind you that grudges are
not just destructive; they are also self-
destructive. When you hold a grudge

A grudge is an
unforgiving spirit that
leads to unforgiving
attitudes and
unforgiving actions.

fels

against someone, you will hurt yourself as
much and perhaps more than you will
hurt the person you are holding it against.

Several years ago, there was a tragic
example of just how destructive grudges
are. A man was killed by a parcel bomb
and then a couple committed suicide a
week later. It turned out that the couple
who had committed suicide had sent the
bomb because of a grudge that the man
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had against his intended victim.
Ultimately that man’s grudge destroyed
his life.

Make no mistake about it, if you keep
harboring a grudge, then it will eventually
destroy you, if not physically, certainly
emotionally and spiritually. It will make
you a bitter and twisted person. The book
of Job, in chapter 21, describes people who
“Have no happiness at all, they live and
die with bitter hearts.” Do you really want
that to be your epitaph?

Do you remember that parable that Jesus
told about the servant who was forgiven a
huge debt by the king and then refused to
forgive someone else a tiny amount? Jesus
said his unforgiving spirit landed him in
prison. Max Lucado makes this interesting
comment in one of his books. He says,
“Unforgiving servants always end up in
prison. Prisons of anger, guilt and
depression.”

God says to you in His word “don’t
sentence yourself to prison.” Set yourself
free. Give up your grudges, “forgive each
other whatever grievances you may have
against one another.”

According to God’s Word the way to
give up a grudge is to forgive a grievance.
Notice what God is saying here. He isn't
asking you to ignore whatever the person
has done to you. He isn’t asking you to
pretend it did happen. He doesn’t ask you
to condone it, to pretend it didn’t matter.
What God asks you to do is to forgive the
grievance.

I am absolutely certain that there are
people who need to give up their grudges
and forgive the grievance they have
against someone else. Some of you need to
forgive the grievance you have against
your parents for what they did or didn’t
do. Some of you need to forgive your
children for the same reason. Some of you
need to forgive a partner for emotional or
physical abuse. Some of you need to give
up the grudge you have against someone
at work because of the way they have
treated you. Some of you need to give up
the grudge that stems from an argument
you had with someone. Some of you
probably need to give up grudges you
have against other people in your
congregation. God says that that deep-
seated resentment you have against
people has to go. What better time to make
that difficult decision to forgive than the
start of a new year!

Don’t tell God you can’t forgive, because
what you really mean when you say that is
that you won’t forgive. If Christ can
forgive you your sin despite its involving
the pain of the cross, then surely you can
give up your grievance whatever the cost.
The question is, will you do it?

3: COMMIT YOURSELF TO RESTORE
YOUR RELATIONSHIPS

Every time I turn on my computer, a little

window pops up that asks if I want to run

a check to see if my programs are all

working properly. God in His word issues

The Lord wants you to do
everything you can to
restore any relationships
that have gone wrong

in your life.

a very similar invitation. It is the invitation
not to check to see if our computer
software is working properly, but to check
whether our personal relationships are
working properly. Here is how the Lord
issues that challenge, “If it is possible, as
far as it depends on you, live at peace with
everyone” (Romans 12:18). The important
phrase here is, “as far as it depends on
you.” God, by using this phrase is
personally challenging each one of us to
do all we can to restore our relationships.
The Lord wants you to do everything you
can to restore any relationships that have
gone wrong in your life. Some
relationships might have gone wrong in
your life because of what other people
have done, and they might well not want
that relationship restored. God recognizes
that. That is why He starts by saying “If
it's possible.”

But let's be honest, some of our
relationships have gone wrong because of
what we have done, haven’t they? When
God’s Word says here, “as far as it
depends on you, live at peace with
everyone,” it is saying if you have caused
a rift in a relationship, then you have a
responsibility to do everything you can to
restore it. That everything includes the one
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thing we all probably find most difficult:
asking for forgiveness. Am I the only
person who finds it hardest to say, “I am
sorry” to the people I am closest to? I
wonder how many marriages are not all
they should be or could be simply because
someone won’t say, “I was wrong, I am
sorry, will you forgive me?” I am certain
that some of us who are married need to
ask forgiveness for those “harsh words
and cutting remarks” that have really
wounded our partners over the years.
Keith Drury is a brilliant writer from the
Wesleyan Church and in one of his books
he touches on this whole subject of
restoring relationships when talking about
restitution. This is what he says:
“Restitution deals with more than
property. It is also going back and making
things right for hurtful things I've said or
done. It’s far easier for me to tell you some
story than to tell you of the difficult and
painful times I've had to ask my wife, my
boys, my boss, friends and secretary to
forgive me. Restitution is asking
forgiveness for harsh words, quick
tongue, or cutting remarks. It is asking
forgiveness from a brother you hurt, a
mother you caused heartache to, or a
former spouse which you maligned.
Restitution is confessing and seeking
forgiveness from an old business partner,
neighbor, or roommate. It is admitting my
past errors in relationships and humbly
seeking forgiveness from the one I've hurt.
And it's harder to make personal
restitution than property restitution.”

4. COMMIT YOURSELF TO TURN YOUR
BACK ON YOUR TRANSGRESSIONS
Last year, I read a book about the
American Civil War because apparently
one of the leading confederate generals
was called General Petticrew. I didn’t find
out much about my name’s sake, but one
of the most interesting things I did
discover was that after the war was over
and the slaves had been set free, many
slaves decided to stay with their former
master and continue to do what they were
told. They were set free but they chose to

live as slaves.

The New Testament says that is exactly
how many Christians choose to live. Christ
died to set them free, the Holy Spirit has
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given them the power to be free, but just
like those former slaves, they still choose
to obey their old master, sin. Listen to
these words, “Do not let sin control the
way you live, do not give in to its lustful
desires ... we are no longer slaves to
sin”(Romans 6:2). This is the last challenge
that I believe, if you will rise to meet, will
make this New Year truly significant for
you. When God says, “Do not let sin
control the way you live, do not give in to
its lustful desires,” He is challenging you

s your spiritual life
crippled because you
have learned to live
with your besetting sin?

to turn your back on your transgressions.

I had the photocopier engineer here the
other week. He turned on the machine and
the display panel flashed, “Error code”.
He looked at and said, “Same old fault.”
He then explained that each model of
photocopier usually has a particular way
of going wrong that happens time and
time again. That is a principle that is as
true in the spiritual world as it is in the
electronic world. Christian writers used to
talk about something called besetting sins.
What they meant by besetting sins were
particular sins that a particular Christian
was prone to doing time and time again.
For most of us, when we are saved, we
give up certain sins easily, but there are
other things that we know are wrong that
we really struggle with. Those are our
besetting sins. Many of us end up
choosing to give in to our besetting sins
and become conditioned to living double
lives.

A man I knew had a huge growth on the
neck that he ignored and refused to have it
checked medically. Whenever I advised
him to consult a doctor, his standard reply
was: “I won't do anything about it; I have
just learned to live with it.” That sums up

too many Christians’ attitude to their
besetting sin. They won't do anything
about it because they learned to live with
it. T have to ask you, “Is your spiritual life
crippled because you have learned to live
with a besetting sin?” Do you have a quick
temper that you constantly give into? Do
you have a caustic tongue that loves to
assassinate other peoples’ characters or
wound their feelings? Have you learned
to live with that critical and judgmental
attitude you know is wrong? Is there a
sexual sin that you keep on giving in to?
Have you been going too far with your
boyfriend or girl friend? Have you been
secretly logging on to pornography sites
on the Internet time and time again? God
in His word challenges you to turn your
back on that sin whatever it is. Stop letting
it control the way you live. He wants you
to stop obeying your old master.

Let's be clear about this: Jesus’ death
broke the power of sin, and the Holy Spirit
can give us the power to resist sin;
therefore, you don’t have to go into this
New Year still being defeated by the same
old sin. You can have the victory over it.
God says you are no longer a slave to sin,
so don’t live like one or act like one.

It all boils down to this: Will this New
Year be just a calendar changing event for
you, or are you willing to rise to these
challenges from God’s Word, and make
these commitments that will make it a life
changing event?

Are you willing to make these four
commitments for 2009?

Will you commit yourself to forget your
failures?

Will you commit yourself to give up
your grudges?

Will you commit yourself to restore your
relationships?

Will you commit yourself to turning
your back on your transgressions?

This New Year will really be something
to celebrate if you’ll ask for God’s
forgiveness and refuse to remain a slave to
sin. €

Editor’s Note: Rev. James Petticrew is the pastor
of Saint Matthew's Nazarene Church in Paisley,
Renfrewshire, Scotland.
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Bad Impulses

Three bad impulses
come to mind.

First is self-pity. Feeling sorry for
ourselves comes very naturally! It usually
starts in childhood when jealousy over
who got the larger cookie kicks in. But it
can easily continue into adulthood. Why?
Because at times, life is clearly unfair.

Some seem to have the Midas touch
with all that they do; others see their
efforts fail time after time. Some suffer
physical pain while others are amazingly
healthy. Some lose loved ones who are
very young; others are untouched by such
tragedies. It is natural to go inward when
we are weighed down by losses.

However, there is a huge difference
between mourning a loss and falling into
self-pity. Mourning is time-limited; self-
pity is a way of life. Self-pity is addictive.
Like all narcotics, it gives momentary
pleasure. And, self-pity, as with other
addictions, separates us from others.

I know a woman who has had a number
of bad things happen to her in her life.
How does she handle them? By
complaining all the time. She can twist
even a good thing in her life into
something bad. Who wants to be around
her? No one.

Catch yourself the first moment you
begin to wallow in self-pity. Refuse the
emotion. In current jargon, “Just don’t go
there!” If you do, you will be sorry and so
will all those who have to live around
you. Let the old mantra “count your
blessings” run through your head to ward
off self-pity.

T
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How human we are! We want to do the right thing,
but sometimes our emotions get in the way, and
we are tempted to give in to bad impulses.

Envy, closely related to self-pity, is
another bad impulse. The envy-bug can
bite anyone, at any time, at any stage of
life. Envy sets in when we feel insecure.
We compare ourselves to others. And
there are endless ways to compare. Other
people’s children seem to be more
outstanding than ours; other people are
better looking than we are; other people
have more prestige than we do. The list
goes on and on.

Envy harms us to the core; it eats at our
hearts. We hurt ourselves dreadfully
when we are envious. Proverbs warns,

ST T Sy, S T

“He who seeks
vengeance must dig
two graves: one for
his enemy and one
for himself.”
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“Envy is rottenness of the bones.” Envy
will make you sick!

And now I have a confession to make. I
began this essay several weeks ago. I was
free of both self-pity and envy. Neither
did I have any impulse toward
vengeance, the third bad impulse on my
list. The essay felt like it was going to be
easy to write because, though I am well
acquainted with struggles against all three
noxious emotions, I thought I was safely

beyond battles with them. I was wrong.

In the past few weeks, someone inflicted
indescribable cruelty on two people I love.
What was my response? I wanted
revenge; | longed to retaliate. 1 was
obsessed with payback thoughts. If you
have never responded this way, you are
lucky. Either you have never been badly
hurt, never had friend or family
victimized, or you are just a better person
than I am!

But time passed. “Vengeance is a dish
best eaten cold,” advises an old English
proverb. When you are tempted to
revenge a wrong, wait for a cooling off
period.

Reflection also led me to think selfishly.
If I participate in revenge, what will it do
to me? I can never forget the ancient
saying, “He who seeks vengeance must
dig two graves: one for his enemy and
one for himself.” Sobering thought.

I have not changed my mind one whit
about how my loved ones were treated.
But I am not going to harm myself and
bring more misery into the world by
acting on my negative impulse. Winston
Churchill once said, “Nothing is more
costly, nothing is more sterile, than
vengeance.” Churchill was right.

An inescapable truth is that from time to
time, and sometimes surprisingly, most of
us are tempted to self-pity, envy, and
revenge. To experience these emotions is
not wrong; to cling to them is destructive.

Never ever bless your bad impulses. @

Lacreta Scott
LacretaScott@aol.com
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The Word

Became Flesh

as the season of giving. Why? Is it
because we celebrate Jesus Christ’s
birthday? If so, why don't we give the
birthday Child His deserving gift? But
instead, we give gifts to each other.
Perhaps it's because we follow God’s
example. God gave first, and no one ever
gave a more precious gift to us than God
Himself. Two thousand years ago He
gave us His Son, Jesus Christ, Whose
birth we now celebrate as Christmas.
God’s precious gift to the world is
clearly stated in John 1:14, “And the Word
became flesh and dwelt among us...” But
who is the “Word”? The Word is God, and
the verse establishes His absolute deity.
John 1:1 reads, “In the beginning was the
Word, and the Word was with God, and
the Word was God.” It declares the fact of
Christ’s timeless existence with God the
Father. “The Word became flesh,” is the
fact of His incarnation. His was a virgin
birth. The Bible says, “When the fullness of
time had come, God sent forth His Son...”
(Gallatians 4:4). God became flesh. He had

F or Christians, Christmas is known

16 | Forum DECEMBER 2008

By Asien Surmeian

and continue His timeless existence and
deity in human form. The child born in
Bethlehem was God revealed to man.
Jesus is the God-Man.

of us give gifts to each
other, but not to the
One whose birthday
we celebrate!

The glorious event of God becoming
man, God incarnate, for the sake of
mankind, was indeed foreordained before
the foundation of the world (1 Peter 1:20).
Christ came into our world to seek and to
save all humanity. He came to save us
from our sins. The real message of
Christmas is not about a baby, or gift-

elements are all there, but it's about the
God-Man, Who came to die for us and
grant us the priceless gift of eternal life
when we accept Him in our hearts by
faith.

Each Christmas, as we gather with
family and friends, let's not neglect the
true meaning of Christmas. The
celebration should remind us of God’s
grace shown to us in His precious gift of
Jesus Christ, His Son. It’s interesting that
most of us give gifts to each other, but not
to the One whose birthday we celebrate!
What gift are we planning to give Jesus
Christ this Christmas? What He desires
most from us is our devotion, faith and our
trusting open heart. Christ died, was
resurrected and ascended into heaven so
one day we might live spiritually with
Him forever! God loved us so much that
He gave first, the most precious of all, His
Son Jesus Christ, that whoever believes in
Him will not perish but have eternal life.
Let us give Him our best. After all, it is His
birthday!

A Blessed Christmas to You All! 6



| Corinthians 13 -
A Christmas \ersion

If 1 decorate My house perfectly with plaid bows, strands of
twinkling lights and shiny balls, but do not show love to my family,
T'm just another decorator.

1f 1 slave away in the kitchen, baking dozens of
cookies, preparing gourmet meals and arranging a
adorned table at mealtime, but do not show love to my
just another cook.

1f T work at the soup Kitchen, carol in the nursing home and give
all that I have to charity, but do not show love to my family, it
profits me nothing.

If 1 trim the spruce with shimmering angels and crocheted
snowflakes, attend a myriad of holiday parties and sing in the
choir’s cantata but do not focus on Christ, L have missed the point.

Love stops the cooking to hug
decorating to kiss the husband. Love is kind,
tired. Love doesn’t envy another’s home that
Christmas china and table linens.

Love doesn’t yell at the kids to get out of the way, but i thankful
they are there o be in the way:

Love doesn’t give only to those who are able to give in returty, but
rejoices in giving to those who can’t.

Love bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures
all things. Love never fails.

Video games will break, peaﬂ necklaces will be lost, golf clubs
will rust, but giving the gift of love will endure.

Christmas
beautifully
family, I'm

The Gospel
Hiddenina
Genealogical

God’s Word 18 rich and very meaningful because it
all aspects of our life. Even in the lists of

genealogies that seem SO dry and boring, we can
discover new insights. As an example, let’s look at the

relates to

list of people given us in Genesis chapter 5.1 think you
will be somewhat surprised.

Adam means “man’;

Take a look at the meaning of these names in
and you will see
peginning of
human race. “Man,
sorrowful; from the presence of God One comes down
dedicated; dying,
comfort and rest.”

Do you see the amazing kinds of treasures God has

| Golden Nuggets

Kenan/Cainan means ugorrowful”;

Mahalaleel means “from the presence of God”;
]ared means “one comes down’’;
ugedicated”;

Methuselah means “dying he shall send” (the year
that Methuselah died is the same year that God
sent the Flood);

Lamech means “t0 the poor and lowly”;

Enoch means

Noah means #comfort and rest”.

order
the Gospel gpelled out in the very
the story of God’s dealings with the
appo'mted and subject to death, is

he shall send to the poor and lowly

_ buried in His Word for those who diligently seek
Seth means appomted G Him? Here we find a brief sketch of Christ's mission to
Fnosh means “subject tO death”; our world
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The Foundation of the Christian Faith

Donald Miller, in his excellent book, Searching for God, tells about
Speaking to this group of Bible students, he told them he was going

going toa Bible college where he taught one of the classes-

to present the plan of salvation, but he was going to leave

out one key olement, and they were to listent carefully so that at the end they could tell him what it was.

He began by saying that mankind is sinful and separated from God, @

nd he pointed out many of the sins of our culture —

euthanasia, abortion, homosexuality, drug use, etc. He talked about the need to repent and backed it up with geveral
scriptures. He used a real Jife example of a bridge being out, and how a man shot flares just OVer the top of cars t0 get them

to stop and not drive over the bridge to their death.

He again quoted Scripture that talked about the wages of sin being death, and how we have to avoid spiritual death at any
cost. He talked about the beauty of morality, and told the story of a man who avoided being unfaithful to his wife when faced
with the opportunity to cheat, and how his marriage blossomed after that and became petter than ever. He talked about
heaven and how wonderful it would be — streets of gold and gates of pearl with a beautiful river running through it. He
said all this could be theirs if they only believed, repented and honored God. Not only would heaven be theirs, but real

meaning and fulfillment would be realized in their lives right here and now.

He then asked the students t0 tell him what was left out of the story: There was absolute silence in the room- These were

students who had grown up in evangelical churches. They attended a Bible college where they had studied theology: They
had read the Bible and taken classes in both the Old and New Testaments. Only two weeks before, they had taken an
evangelism class and knocked on hundreds of doors in an attempt t0 lead people to Christ. Miller said that the students sat

there for several uncomfortable minutes. Finally he wrote, “None of the forty-five students in the class realized 1 had

presented a gospel without once mentioning the name of Jesus.”

If there is anything the story of the Shepherd and the sheep tells us, it is that the Christian life is not about going through

a few steps SO that we can avoid hell and get to heaven; it i about a relationship that takes place between the Shepherd and

His sheep. It is not about getting into the fold, for that is never mentioned; it is about following the Shepherd.

The Most Important
Things in Life

Erma Bombeck once said,
*1f | had my \ife to live over again...”

"] would have gone to bed when 1 was sick instead of
pretending the earth would g0 into a holding pattern if 1
weren't there for the day.

" would have burned the pink candle sculpted like a
rose before it melted in storage-

"] would have talked less and listened more.

"I would have invited friends OVer to dinner even if the
carpet was stained, or the sofa faded.

"] would have eaten the popcorn in the "good" living
room and worried much less about the dirt when
someone wanted to light a fire in the fireplace:

"] would have taken the time tO listen to MY
grandfather ramble about his youth.

"] would never have insisted the car windows be rolled
up on a summer day because my hair had just been
teased and sprayed.
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"] would have sat on the lawn with my children and
not worried about grass stains-

" would have cried and laughed less while watching
television, and more while watching life.

"T would never have bought anything just because it
was practical, wouldn't show soil, or was guarar\teed to
last a lifetime.

"Instead of wishing away nine months of pregnancy,
T'd have cherished every moment and realized that the
wonderment growing inside me was the only chance in
life to assist God in a miracle.

"When my kids kissed me 'rmpetuously, 1 would never
have said, "Later: Now go get washed up for dinner.”

"There would have been more "1love you's." More "T'm

"But mostly, given another shot at life, 1 would seize
every minute.. look at it and really see it.. live it... and
never give it back.

"Stop sweating the small stuff. Don't worry about who
doesn’'t like you, who has more, Of who's doing what.

"Instead, let’s cherish the relationships W€ have with
those who DO love us."

The toys, the titles, the promot'rons, the events, at the
end of life, they don't really matter. Relationships do-



| Am the New Year

T am an unspoiled page in your book of time. I am your

next chance at the art of iving: 1 am your opportunity to
practice what you have learned about life during the st
twelve months. All that you sought and didn’t find is
hidden in me, waiting for you to search it pbut with more

determ'mation.

All the good that you tried for and didn’t achieve is

mine to grant when you have fewer conflicting desires.

All that you dreamed but didn't dare to do, all that you
hoped but did not will, all the faith that you claimed but
did not have - these slumber lightly, waiting to be

awakened by the touch of a strong purpose-

1 am your opportunity to renew you allegiance to Him

who said, "Behold, I make all things new.”

\West Point's

»Harder Right” Prayer

This quotation is from the "Cadet’s Prayer" that is
repeated every Sunday in chapel services at West Point:
"Make us choose the harder right instead of the easier
wrong, and never tO be contented with half truth when
the whole truth can be learned. Endow us with courage
that is born of loyalty to all that is noble and worthy, that
scorns to compromise with vice and injustice, and knows

no fear when right and truth are in ]eopardy.”
Editor’s Note: This prayer is very fitting for the New Year.

| GOLDEN NUGGETS |

4500th Anniversary

of the Armenian Calendar

Posted by the “Qbserver”

The year 2008 marks the

4500th

anniversary of the victory of the

Armenian Patriarch Hayk against Bel
at the battle of Hayots Dzor (south of
Lake Van). Movses Khorenatsi \Y
century historian) depicted Bel as
the head of the ovil forces trying to

*¥ conquer the world. Patriarch Hayk

was engaged in peaceful work on
the Armenian plateat, when Bel
made an attempt {0 subjugate him.

Hayk killed Bel with his trident (the triple spear) arrow
shot from his wide bow in the battle of Hayots DzoT-

forces of darkness, oppression and injustice.

Hayk's victory symbohzed the victory of freedom OVer the

The struggle against foreign invadors forms the axis of
the millenia-long history of Armenia. Hayk’s victory,
standing at the very source of that struggle, became a
symbol of future victories: The day of Hayk's victory was
marked as the starting point of the Armenian calendar and

if our calculations are correct, August 11, 2003 marked the

4500th anniversary of the birth of the Armenian calendar.

While the figure of 4500 is much smaller then the 5768th
car of the Hebrew calendar, it i certainly much greater
than the 1429th year of the Islamic calendar, ot the 2008th of
the Gregorian Of Julian calendars. Indeed, we are @ very
ancient people who have survived even though the odds

have been stacked against us-

Comforters

When 1 Was Diagnosed With Cancer:

My first friend came and expressed his shock by saying,
"] car't believe that you have cancer.

1 always thought you were so active and healthy."

He left and 1 felt alienated and somehow very different.

My second friend came and brought me information
about different treatments being used for cancer- He said,
mWhatever you do, don't take chemotherapy- It's a poison!”
He left and T felt scared and confused.

My third friend came and tried to answer my "whys?"
with the statement,

"perhaps God 18 disciplining you for some sin in your life?"
He left and 1 felt guilty.

My fourth friend came and told me,
"If your faith is just great enough, God will heal you.”
He left and T felt my faith must be inadequate.

My fifth friend came and told me to remember that,
w All things work together for good.”
He left and T felt angry:

My sixth friend never came atall.
1 felt sad and alone.

My seventh friend came and held my hand and said,
"] care, V'm here, 1 want to help you through this.”
He left and T felt LOVED!

Written by Linda Mae Richardson
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What Matters Most in Life

When “Old Blue Eyes” died in May of 1998, at the age of 82, everyone agreed: There will never be another Sinatra. He

he billboard

had an amazing career; he evenl topped Elvis! He held the record of 40 consecutive years with a song on t

charts. One of those chart topping songs was “1 Did It My Way” that has become @ theme song for many Americans.

When Sinatra died, he left family and friends, plus a world full of fans who grieved his loss. He also left behind
millions of dollars in cash and assets: cars, houses, land and stocks. He Jeft all of his platinum and gold rec
Grammys, and his Oscar. When Francis Albert Sinatra died, he left behind exactly what you and 1 will leave

when our days ont Earth are over. HE LEFT BEHIND EVERYTHING.

Just like all of us will someday do, Frank Sinatra 1eft this world to stand face-to-face pefore Jesus Christ. When God
asks him, “Frank, why should 1let you into my Heaven?,” he won't have the courage to sing, oF even say the words, “1

did it my way-” When we stand before the Lord in heaven our self achievement and accomplishments,
great, will not count for anything.

1f we are going t0 receive the Kingdom of Heaven, then we must be “poor in spirit.” God’s eternal T
be given to those who die to self and live for Christ. Only one answer matters when we stand face to

no matter how

eward will only
face before the

Living God, “Jesus Christ is my Lord and my Savior. Everything 1 did for myself counts for nothing; Lam saved by grace,

through faith in Christ alone.”

The Disintegration
Did You Know? of a Church

1. Psalms is the only book quoted by Satan.

2. Atleast6 people wrote this collection of sONgs Somebody, Anybody, and Nobody:
prayers, and praises. Though David didn’t The church had some tasks to perform and Everybody was
write all of them, he did write more than half asked to help... Everybody was sure that Somebody
of them. Other authors include Asaph (chief have performed them... Anybody could have pet
choir director for David), Sons of Korah them... But did you know who performed them? Nobody-.- It
(musicians), Ethan, Solomon and Moses. ended up that Everybody blamed gomebody when Nobody did

3. The book of Psalms contains the longest and what Anybody could have done---

shortest chapters in the Bible.

Let me share a story with you about some church people. It's
about four people in the church whose names were Everybody,

Then the church grounds needed some work, and Somebody

was asked to help... But Somebody got mad, because Anybody

4. Ttis the longest book of the Bible. could have done it and after all, it was really Everybody’s job...
5. It contains the exact middle chapter of the In the end the work was given t0 Nobody, and Nobody did a
Bible — Psalm 118. That's right - there are 594 fine job-.-
chapters pefore and after Psalm 118. Now, if On and on it went... Whenever work was to be done, Nobody
you add those two together (594 + 594), you could always be counted on... Nobody visited the sick, Nobody
get 1188. Take that number and tumn it info gave his time, Nobody shared his faith... In short, Nobody was
118:8. What does it say? “It is better to take a very faithful member..-
refuge in the LORD than to trust in man.” Finally the day came when Somebody Jeft the church and took

Anybody and Everybody with him... Guess wh
Nobody! Isn't that a sad story?

Editor’s Note: Don't let this ever happen to your church.
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Twenty Ways
to Transform

Your Children
Into Rebels

10.

Never eat together as a family.

Never have weekly, monthly, or annual
family outings that children can look
forward to as a family unit.

Talk to your children, but not with them;
never listen to their concerns.

Punish your children in public, and
never praise them or reinforce their
positive behavior.

Always solve their problems and make
their decisions for them.

Leave the responsibility of teaching
morality and spiritual training to the
schools and the church.

Never let your children experience
adventure, risk taking, meeting new
challenges, going through frustration
and discouragement.

Threaten your children.

Expect your children to get A’s in all
subjects at school.

Always pick up after your children, and
don’t encourage them to accept
responsibility.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

Discourage your children from talking
about their feelings (anger, sadness, fear,
etc.).

Be overprotective, and don’t teach your
child the meaning of the word
“consequence.”

Make your children feel that their
mistakes are unpardonable sins.

Put your children off when they ask,
IlWhy?/l

Lead your children to believe that you
are perfect and infallible.

Keep your home atmosphere in a state
of chaos.

Never tell your children how much you
love them, and never discuss your
feelings with them.

Never hug them or display affection in
front of them.

Always expect the worse, and never
give them the benefit of the doubt.

Don’t ever trust them.

- Compiled by Rick Davis
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Devoted

to be Caring

ne of the
Obest ways
to move

forward is to
look backward
and learn from our past failures and successes
and those of others. Looking back to the lives
of the first century believers, we realize how
CARING they were to one another (Acts 2:42-
46, 4:32-35).

Undoubtedly, the first century believers and
church made an enormous impact on many
individuals in their community. If we want to
make an impact, then, we need to be
“devoted” (Acts 2:42) as were the first century
believers.

To what were they devoted? They were
devoted to the apostles’ teaching, the
fellowship, the breaking of bread, praying,
sharing everything, selling their possessions
and goods, giving to the needy, meeting
together in the temple courts, eating together
with glad and sincere hearts, praising God,
and enjoying the favor of all the people (Acts
2:42-46).

In Acts 2:42 we read, “They devoted
themselves to the FELLOWSHIP.” Fellowship
in Greek means “to share something in
common.” Indeed, the rest of the passage
underscores this concept, for we learn that the
first century believers were all TOGETHER
(44), met TOGETHER in the temple courts
(46), and ate TOGETHER (46).

Acts 4:32-35 give us an INSIDE LOOK at
how the first century believers and church
CARED for one another. Their care for one
another was the result of their UNITY. Their
unity was one of HEART and MIND,
PURPOSE, LOVE, and CONCERN for one
another.

Let’s consider each of these characteristics.
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“They devoted themselves” (Acts 2:42a).

By Rev. Avedis Boynerian

First, a unity of HEART and MIND: “All
the believers were one in HEART and MIND.
No one claimed that any of his possessions
was his own, but they shared everything they
had” (4:32). When the Holy Spirit took charge
of the lives of these believers on the day of
Pentecost, He produced a unity of HEART
and MIND among them. They experienced
ONENESS, a UNITY which they could never
have produced on their own.

The diverse multitude, which gathered from
all nations and tongues, was melted together
into a union which was a UNITY in HEART
and MIND among the believers. They were
TOGETHER, and they were ONE. They could
express their LOVE, CARE, and CONCERN
for one another freely and openly. “No one
claimed that any of his possessions was his
own, but they shared everything they had”
(32). They acknowledged to one another that
they were ONE. They said, “What's mine is
yours; what's yours is mine.” That is, indeed,
a powerful acknowledgement of their UNITY
and ONENESS! Only God could do this, for it
is something born of Him and His Spirit!

We can experience this kind of UNITY when
we yield to the Holy Spirit. To experience
what the first century believers and church
did, we must value COMMUNITY over
ISOLATION. We are not here on our own.
God created us to be in COMMUNITY with
one another. He made us to HAVE personal
relationships, to SHARE what we have, and to
BUILD into the lives of the people around us.
Deep within us we all long to be close to
others, to be part of a COMMUNITY, to be in
tune and in touch with each other.

The first century believers and church
valued COMMUNITY over ISOLATION.
They wanted to be TOGETHER. They wanted
to be CONNECTED to one another.

Consequently, to be a CARING church, we are
encouraged to value COMMUNITY, DEVOTION

to one another, TOGETHERNESS,
CONNECTEDNESS to one another.

Second, a UNITY in PURPOSE: “With
great power the apostles continued to testify
to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus, and much
grace was upon them all” (33). The first
century believers were not only one in
HEART and MIND but also ONE in their
PURPOSE. Their purpose was to TESTIFY to
the resurrection of the Lord Jesus. They were
experiencing great power and grace, and that
kept them to continually TESTIFY to the
resurrection of the Lord Jesus.

There is nothing quite like a church that is
united in PURPOSE. Unity in PURPOSE
produces an even greater sense of
COMMUNITY among us. That is why it is so
important to move from a unity in HEART
and MIND into a practical unity of PURPOSE.
The whole purpose of our being ONE is not to
relax in our oneness, but to join TOGETHER
in a common PURPOSE, and TESTIFY to the
resurrection of the Lord Jesus in word and
deed.

The first century believers and church
experienced UNITY in PURPOSE because
they valued MINISTRY over SELFISHNESS.
To have what the first century believers and
church had, we must value MINISTRY over
SELFISHNESS.

To have a UNITY of PURPOSE, we need to
have everyone on board, pulling together,
sharing the load, and getting involved. It
really goes back to the word “devoted” (2:42).
We need to be completely “devoted” -
committed and sold-out to the fellowship — to
the life, ministry, and witness of the church. It
is up to us to decide to be supportive,
involved, and active participants in the task

and



God has called us for and entrusted to us. One
way we can do that is by becoming ACTIVE
and SUPPORTIVE members of our individual
churches because God is looking for ACTIVE
and SUPPORTIVE members - members who
are fully “devoted” to MINISTRY and not
SELFISHNESS, members who are willing to
TESTIFY to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus.

Third, a UNITY in LOVE and CONCERN:
“There were no needy persons among them.
For from time to time those who owned lands
or houses sold them, brought the money from
the sales and put it at the apostles’ feet, and it
was distributed to anyone as he had need”
(34-35). As a result, NO ONE LACKED
ANYTHING! This was a spontaneous
expression of what God through His Spirit
had done in their MINDS and HEARTS.
God's Spirit led them to voluntarily and
joyfully SHARE their possessions with one
another. THEY DID NOT HOLD
ANYTHING BACK in their lives that they
thought could be used to help someone in
need. That is what we want people to say
about us: “These are Christians who really
CARE about one another! They go out of their
way to HELP one another.”

The first century believers valued PEOPLE
over POSSESSIONS. That was something
which was born from within, not something
which was imposed from without. They
CARED, and so they gave. They CARED
enough to give and give sacrificially. Itis very
difficult to tell someone that Jesus loves them
if we are not willing to love them first. And
one way of loving them is by SHARING what
we have with others who are in need.

A man named Lucian lived between 120
and 200 AD. He was a Greek satirist and
opponent of everything religious, which he
grouped together as superstitions. Yet, when
he saw the generosity of the Christian church
he wrote: “Itis incredible to see the fervor with
which the people of that religion help each
other in their wants. They spare NOTHING.
Their first legislator [Jesus] has put it in their
heads that they are brothers (and sisters).”

In these two passages (Acts 2:42-46; 4:32-35)
God is telling us, quite clearly, that our
possessions are only a MEANS by which His
work can be accomplished. They are NOT
ours, they are His, and we ought to hold them
in such a way that when He desires to use
them, we are able to GIVE them gladly.
Sometimes we forget that EVERYTHING that
we have in life belongs to God: our money, our
house, our cars, and even our very lives. And
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the reality is that God is letting us use
whatever is His! The Psalmist rightly declares,
“The earth is the Lord’s and everything in it”
(24:1). We can say a lot about a person’s
Christian faith and maturity by their GIVING.
People who have truly surrendered to Christ
reflect their commitment in their GIVING.
There are many things we desire to do for
God and His people, some of which we may
not be able to do. But ONE thing all of us can
do is to GIVE and SHARE what we have.
However, first, we need to be willing to GIVE.

someone that Jesus
loves them if we are not
willing to love them first.

We need to be willing on a regular basis to
give to the ministry of our churches and those
in need. We need to be willing to GIVE
generously and sometimes even sacrificially.

What happened in the life of the first century
believers and church can happen to us, too.
We, too, can be filled with the power of the
Spirit, be united in our HEARTS, MINDS,
PURPOSE, LOVE, and CONCERN for one
another.

We can become people who make a
difference in the lives of the individuals who
are around us. But, we need to value first,
COMMUNITY over ISOLATION, —which is
based upon our unity in HEART and MIND;
second, MINISTRY over SELFISHNESS,
which comes from our unity in PURPOSE;
and third, PEOPLE over POSSESSIONS,
which flows from our unity in LOVE and
CONCERN for one another.

Many years ago, a pastor had a small farm
with some chickens. He and his wife would
sell the eggs but never give them away for
free. Even close relatives were told, “You have
to pay for the eggs.” As a result, a lot of people
complained, “The pastor and his wife do not
practice what they preach. They make all that
money, pastoring a 700-member church, yet
they do not even have an ounce of decency to
give some of it away to those who are in need.
They are hypocrites!”

For years, the pastor and his wife never
defended themselves. But after the pastor’s
wife passed away, the truth came out. The
profit from the sale of the eggs was used to
support two elderly widows in the church.
The pastor and his wife had seen a need in
their church and had made the decision to
meet that need in Jesus’ name.

That is what CARING Christians and
churches do! They look for NEEDS that they
can meet, and then they meet them! They do
not care about publicity. They do not care
about being acknowledged. All they CARE
about is communicating the LOVE of GOD to
those who need it most.

That is one of the things we admire about
the church in Acts. Those first century
believers were eager to SHARE their blessings
with each other. And it got to the point where
non-Christians were saying, “Wow! This is a
CARING group of people. Thave NEVER met
such nice people in my whole life. Romans
believe in helping people only if they can pay
them back. But, these people will help you
even if you cannot give back! THEY CARE
ABOUT EVERYBODY! If believing in Jesus
Christ will make me more like that, then count
me in! That's what I want for my life!”

A pastor had a farmer friend in his
congregation, and as they were talking over
the fence one day, the pastor asked him, “Tell
me, if you had a hundred horses, would you
give me ten?”

The farmer said, “Certainly.”

The pastor asked, “If you had a hundred
cows, would you give me five?”

The farmer said, “Yes.”

Then the pastor asked, “If you had two pigs,
would you give me one?”

The farmer said, “Now come on, pastor. You
know I have only two pigs!”

God is GRACIOUS and CARING! When
we DEVOTE ourselves to Him and His Spirit,
He works among us; He makes us
GRACIOUS and CARING, and gives us unity
in HEART, MIND, PURPOSE, LOVE, and
CONCERN for one another.

Charles Spurgeon, the great English
preacher, was once invited by a wealthy
church member to preach in his church to help
the members raise funds to pay off a debt. The
man told Spurgeon that he could stay either in
his country, town, or beach house.

Spurgeon wrote back and said, “Sell one of
your houses and pay the debt yourself.”

How true! “Charity begins at home!” 6
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Rev. Dr. Soghomon
Nuyujukian

Rev. Dr. Soghomon Nuyujukian was born in Aleppo, Syria, on March
1, 1923, to Deuvlet and Lucia Nuyujukian, who were refugees from
Aintab, Turkey, where Soghomon's four older siblings were born.
Although his father was a master weaver and designer, times were
hard, and Soghomon left school after the eighth grade to work in the
family business eighteen hours a day. Two years later, with scholarship
aid, he completed high school and one year of college before enrolling
in a five-year combined program at the Near East School of Theology
and the American University in Beirut, Lebanon.

Returning to Aleppo after graduation in 1948, Soghomon served as
assistant to the minister of his home church, Emmanuel Armenian
Evangelical Church, where he soon became the senior pastor. He then
married Matilde Cholakian. However, Matilde was soon diagnosed
with lymphoma. After nine years of marriage, Matilde died, leaving
behind eight-year-old Jessy and six-year-old Hratch.

In 1959, he married Hilda Cholakian. That year, Rev. Nuyujukian left
the Aleppo church in the hands of his associate pastor and went, with
his family, to Alexandria, Egypt, to fill the desperately needed position
of a pastor. During their time in Egypt, Hilda gave birth to Ara.

In 1962, Rev. Nuyujukian was invited to Beirut, Lebanon, to serve as
secretary of the Armenian Evangelical Union of the Near East. Two
years later, Christine was born. In 1968, he became the pastor of the First
Armenian Evangelical Church of Beirut where he served until 1974,
when he moved to America to pastor the Ararat Armenian Evangelical
Church in Salem, New Hanpshire.

While at the Salem Church, Rev. Nuyujukian enrolled at Andover-
Newton Theological Seminary to pursue further studies. He received
his Doctorate of Ministry, cum laude, in 1979.

In 1980, he was called to the Armenian Martyrs" Congregational
church in Havertown, PA, where he served until 1988.

In 1989, his wife of thirty years was diagnosed with pancreatic cancer.
She died on May 25, 1989. Hilda’s funeral was one week before
Christine’s wedding. Badveli lived with Christine and Bruce from then
on.
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Though officially retired, Badveli took on many pastoral assignments.
These included interim pastorates in Glenside, PA; Paramus, NJ;
Chicago, IL; and Belmont and Watertown in MA.

He served as moderator of the Armenian Evangelical Union of North
America from 1994-1996. He traveled to each Armenian Evangelical
church in the US. as a representative of the Armenian Missionary
Association of America. In that capacity, he also traveled abroad to
Uruguay, Brazil, Argentina, France, Bulgaria, Greece, Turkey, Syria,
Lebanon and Armenia. On these trips he was also able to renew his
extensive friendships with the families of former parishioners.

In December 2007, Badveli was named Pastor Emeritus of the
Armenian Martyrs’ Congregational Church during the 100th
Anniversary Celebration of the founding of the church. In the spring of
2008, at the age of 85, Badveli celebrated his 60th year of Christian
ministry.

On September 14, 2008, Badveli Nuyujukian passed from this life to
life eternal. He is survived by his daughters Jessy and Christine, and
son Hratch. His son Ara died last year in an auto accident. Badveli
derived no greater pleasure than being with his extended family,
including his twelve grandchildren and four great-grandchildren. His
older brother, Kevork, lives in Massachusetts. Burial was private.

On Saturday, September 20, 2008, a memorial service was held at the
Armenian Martyrs’ Congregational Church, with nearly 200 people
filling the sanctuary. Among these were representatives from the
AEUNA, the AMAA, the UCC, local Armenian churches, and fellow
ministers. As a testament to Rev. Nuyujukian’s dedicated service, both
here and abroad, messages were also received from other Armenian
Evangelical unions and churches around the world.

Participants in this service of remembrance included the church
pastor Badveli Nishan Bakalian, Bruce and Christine Momjian, and
Badveli Nuyujukian’s grandchildren. The church choir sang I Surrender
All, the hymn that launched his journey of Christian Service, and The
Glory of the Lord (from Handel’s Messiah), which Badveli knew was
being revealed to him during his last few days. The Rev. Dr. Peter
Doghramyjj, fulfilling a promise made to his brother in Christ, preached
a message of joy and sadness, hope and promise fulfilled, drawn from
years of collegial friendship.

In lieu of flowers, gifts and charitable donations may be made to the
Armenian Missionary Association of America, Rev. Dr. & Mrs. S.
Nuyujukian Endowment Fund, at 31 W. Century Road, Paramus, NJ
07652. €



Mrs. John
(Sirpuhe) Conte

Mrs. John (Sirpuhe) Conte died
peacefully and entered her eternal home
on October 23, 2008. She was three
months away from celebrating her 100th
birthday. Sirpuhe was born in the village
of Hadjin, Turkey, and immigrated to the
United States as a young lady. She resided
in Los Angeles, California, with her
devoted parents, Yeghia and Hnazant,
brothers John and Barkev, and sisters
Azad and Mary, all of whom preceded her
in death.

In 1931 she married Stephen
Philibosian, a successful Oriental rug
merchant and philanthropist. They had
two daughters, Joyce and Louise, both of
whom survive her in California. She and
her husband later moved to Philadelphia,
enjoying their beautiful Hilltop Farm,
which later became the Armenian Sisters’
Academy of Philadelphia after the death
of Mr. Philibosian in1974.

Sirpuhe became a dedicated volunteer
for a number of organizations, and carried
on the philanthropy of her husband. Of
special interest was support for
Armenians in the Middle East, building
and renovating elementary schools in
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Lebanon, student scholarships,
supporting orphanages and providing
housing for the aged and the blind. Mrs.
Conte often traveled to the Middle East,
and was honored by the Lebanese
government with a Certificate of Merit for
her many charitable and cultural
contributions. In 1955, the Philibosian
Foundation founded Haigazian University,
the only Armenian institute of higher
learning outside of Armenia.

In 1953, she moved to California with
her daughter Louise, and was one of the
first to launch the financing of the Los
Angeles Music Center. She married John
Conte in 1962 and they soon moved to
Palm Springs where they owned and
operated the El Mirador Hotel. During
this time, they founded and operated
KMIR-TV on the grounds of the hotel,
later locating the station in Palm Desert.
The station was later sold to Journal
Broadcasting. The Contes built a home at
Eldorado Country Club, and were later
joined there by Joyce and Joe Stein,
Stephanie and Michael Landes and their
children and Louise Danelian. Four
generations at Eldorado! Mr. Conte died
in 2006.

Sirphue’s philanthropic activities in
California included the Eisenhower
Medical Center, the Virginia Waring
International Piano Competition, the
Center for East-West Medicine at UCLA,
Pet Rescue of the Desert and ARCS
(Achievement Rewards for College
Scientists) of which she was a Charter
Member. She served as a trustee of the
McCallum Theatre, and also was honored
with Northwood Institute’s Distinguished
Women’'s Award in 1978.

Mrs. Conte is survived by her
daughters, Joyce (son-in-law Joe Stein)
and Louise; grandchildren Stephanie
(husband Michael) Landes; Christina
(husband David) Segel; Leslie (husband
Rick) Berge and Stephen (wife Lulu)
Danelian. Great-grandchildren Matthew,
Christina and Stephen Landes; Stephanie
Logan; Catherine Harnish and Henry
Richard Segel, and Andrew and Emily
Smith; Christopher (wife Susan) Conte
and their children Ashley and John
Richard.

During the last four years, Sirpuhe
received attentive, faithful and loving care
from Gabriella DaCosta and Vickie
Hayworth. The family has been truly
blessed by their services.

A celebration of Mrs. Conte’s life was
held on Sunday, October 26, at 2:00 p.m.,
at the Forest Lawn Mortuary, on Ramon
Road at DaVall, in Cathedral City. Rev.
Doug Garrard, Pastor of the Palm Desert
Community  Presbyterian = Church,
presided. Sirpuhe was laid to rest with
her husband.

Gifts of remembrance may be made to
the Armenian Missionary Association of
America, 31 West Century Road,
Paramus, NJ 07652; Pet Rescue of the
Desert; Christian Schools of the Desert,
40700 Yucca Lane, Bermuda Dunes, CA
92203; and the UCLA Center for East-West
Medicine, 2428 Santa Monica Boulevard,
Suite 208, Santa Monica, CA 90404, ATTN:
Dr. Hui. 6

WE GRIEVE NOT AS THOSE
WHO HAVE NO HOPE
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The Armenian
Evangelical
World Council
Holds Meeting
In Paramus,
New Jersey

The Board of Directors of the Armenian Evangelical World Council (AEWC) held its meeting
on Friday, October 17, 2008, at the AMAA headquarters, 31 West Century Road, Paramus,
New Jersey. Representatives from five Armenian Evangelical Unions, the Armenian
Missionary Association of America (AMAA) and the Stephen Philibosian Foundation (SPF)

were in attendance.

I. Reports.
The Board received the written reports of the AEWC

Executive Director, Rev. Vahan H. Tootikian and Treasurer
Albert Momjian, Esq. for the year 2007-2008, and the oral
report of the President, Rev. Ron Tovmassian.

It also received oral reports from the representatives of the
member organizations of AEWC: Rev. Ron Tovmassian and
Rev. Joseph Matossian presented the report of the Armenian
Evangelical Union of North America; Rev. Rene Leonian
reported on the Armenian Evangelical Church of Armenia;
Rev. Samvel Kirakossian reported on the Union of Eurasia;
Rev. Megerdich Karagoezian and Rev. Haroutune Selimian
presented the report of the Union of the Armenian Evangelical
Churches in the Near East; Rev. Joel Mikaelian and Rev.
Gilbert Leonian gave a report on the Armenian Evangelical
Union of France; Dr. H. Steven Aharonian and Mr. Andrew
Torigian reported on the activities of the Armenian Missionary
Association of America (AMAA); and Mrs. Joyce Philibosian
Stein reported on behalf of Stephen Philibosian Foundation.
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II. Old Business.

a. An update on the evangelistic work in Europe. The
representatives of the Armenian Evangelical Fellowship of
Europe as well as the AMAA representatives reported that
the search for a church property in Belgium is continuing,
but as of now a property which meets the proper criteria
has not been found. Also with the AMAA assistance a few
new fellowships have been organized in Germany.

b. Protcol regarding ministers moving from one church
union to another. Whereas moving from one country to
another is a personal or family decision, leaving one union
and joining another is definitely an ecclesiastical matter that
concerns all the church unions involved.

It was reported that a committee, composed of Reverends Ron

Tovmassian, Megerdich Karagoezian, Nishan Bakalian and

Nerses Balabanian are in the process of preparing a protol

agreement on this matter and will submit their report to

AEWC Executive Committee for their consideration.
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c. Evangelism through the internet. Following a report from
Rev. Joel Mikaelian, the Council members felt that each
union should decide to consider this matter on its own.

It was resolved that the five ecclesiastical Unions of AEWC,

in consultation with one another, should decide when and

how each can start its own program of evangelism through
the internet.

ITI. New Business. Under New Business the following
items were discussed and acted upon:

1. Enhancement of the Armenian Evangelical Archives.

The Council went on record to thank the AMAA leadership for
moving the AEWC archives and the library from the former to
the present headquarters (31 West Century Road, Paramus,
New Jersey); It extended special thanks to the AMAA Field
Director, Dikran Youmshakian for his role of putting the
archival material and the library together.

The Board also expressed its special appreciattion and
gratitude to its Executive directot, Rev. Vahan H. Tootikian
for his donation of 22 leather-bound archival material which
include the following.-

(a) Four volumes of “Armenian Memorial Church Bulletin”
(1965-1975)

(b) Nine volumes of “Armenian Congregational Church
Bulletin” (1975-2005)

(c) Nine volumes of an anthology of articles covering
highlights of church activities in the U.S and abroad (
1959-2005).

The Council, once again, reiterated the importance of preserving
Armenian Evangelical historical materials and the enhancement of
the archives.

2. The establishment of a new archival branch in Yerevan,
Armenia. The Board welcomed the establishment of a new
AEWC archival branch in Yerevan, under the supervision of
the President of the Evangelical Academy of Armenia, Dr.
John Khanjian, and pledged to support it morally and
financially.

It was resolved to make an allocation of $2,000.00 for the
clerical expenses of the archives for the year 2009.

3. Recognition of Rakel Dink. The 90th anniversary banquet
of the AMAA on October 19, 2008 was an opportune time to
honor Mrs. Rakel Dink, the widow of the human rights hero
and martyr Hrant Dink. Hrant was assasinated on January 19,
2007 in Istanbul, Turkey. Since his death Rakel Dink has
become a couragious advocate of human rights in her own
right.

In token of their appreciation, admiration and love, the
AEWC and the AMAA recognize and honor Rakel Dink with a
plaque of commendation and a painting specially prepared for
this occasion by artist Lucy Janjigian. Tributes will be paid to
Mrs. Dink in Armenian and English languages by Rev. Vahan
Tootikian and Andy Torigian respectively.

4. Inquiry regarding the World Council of Churches (WCC).
The World Council of Churches, a worldwide ecclesiastical
organization of more than two hundred Protestant and
Orthodox denominations and church bodies, was founded in

1948, in Amsterdam, Holland. The Union of the Armenian
Evangelical Churches in the Near East was one of its charter
members and has been active since.

The Board discussed the issue whether AEWC would join
the WCC or leave each union to make that decision on their
own.

It was resolved that each union on its own make the
decision to join or not to join the World Council of Churches.

5. A new Armenian Chair in the University of Aleppo.
Through a mutualagreement between the University of
Yerevan and the University of Aleppo, a new Chair of
Armenian studies was established. AEWC secretary, Rev.
Haroutune Selimian, was instrumental in facilitating that
agreement.

The Board welcomed the establishment of the Armenian
Chair in the University of Aleppo and commended Rev.
Harout Selimian’s assistance in this agreement. The Board
pledged its moral support to this newly established Chair.

6. Annual Dues. Both the Treasurer and the Executive
Director emphasized the importance of paying the annual
dues in a timely fashion and paying them in American
currency lest there may be any unnecessary delays and
transactional problems.

It was suggested that payments of the annual dues by
overseas Unions be made through AMAA with a cover letter
notifying the AEWC Treasurer.

7.100th Anniversary of the Armenian massacres of Adana
and holocaust of the Armenian Evangelical leadership in
Osmanieh, Turkey. April 13, 2009 is the 100th Anniversary of
the massacres of the Armenians in Adana. On April 14, 1909,
26 Armenian Evangelical clergymen and lay leaders were
burned alive in the Armenian Evangelical Church of
Osmanieh on their way to attend the Armenian Evangelical
Annual Convention in Adana.

It was resolved to instruct all Armenian Evangelical
churches and organizations to observe on Sunday April 12,
2009 (or any day closer to that date), the 100th anniversary
of the Armenian massacres of Adana, and pay tribute to the
memory of those who were martyred in the Armenian
Evangelical Church of Osmanieh.

8. The status of the Armenian Evangelical Church of
Baghdad. Armenian Evangelical Church of Baghdad was
organized in 2004 and currently has over 250 members. On
September 28, 2008, fire destroyed part of the rented facilities
of the Church. Responding to this tragedy, AMAA made a
financial appeal to the public to rebuild.

It was reported that this church, which had formally applied
for membership into the Union of Armenian Evangelical
Churches in the Near East, has been accepted in principle and
their petition is in its final phase. It is anticipated that the
formal admission of the church by UAECNE will be in the
near future.

The Council expressed its joy that the Armenian Evangelical
Church of Baghdad will soon unite with the family of the
UAECNE.
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9. Williams Saroyan’s 100th Anniversary. The 100th
Anniversary of the renowned Armenian American writer
William Saroyan is being celebrated in the United States,
Armenia and in the Diaspora. Centenary celebrations are held
in Saroyan’s childhood hometown, Fresno, CA and in many
places by many Armenian and non-Armenian organizations.
Saroyan, the son of an Armenian Evangelical lay preacher
Armenag Saroyan of Bitlis, Turkey (former Western Armenia),
grew up in Fresno and received his Christian education in the
First Armenian Presbyterian Church of Fresno, CA. during the
ministry of Rev. Megerditch Knadjian (1912-1920).

It was resolved to mark with joy and thank God for the
100th anniversary of William Saroyan, an American
Armenian Evangelical by birth, who received his early
Christian education at the first Armenian Presbyterian
Church of Fresno, CA, and later achieved prominence in the
literary world.

10. Augmenting AEWC’s missionary outreach in Russia. In
the Diaspora, Russia is one country which has the largest
number of Armenians, many of whom unfortunately are
unchurched. The delegates from the Armenian Evangelical
Unions of Eurasia and Armenia underlined the importance of
augmenting our missionary outreach in that part of the world.

It was resolved to study the matter of missionary outreach
in Russia and ask the Unions of Eurasia and Armenia to
provide the Council with further information and ways and
means of reaching out to the unchurched Armenians.

11. The Diaspora Ministry of the Republic of Armenia. The
Republic of Armenia has recently established a new ministry,
named “The Diaspora Ministry” which, in some ways, is
similar to thar of “Committee for Cultural Relations,” of
Soviet Armenia during the Soviet period. The head of the new
ministry is Hranoush Hagopian, who recently visited Aleppo,

Syria, and had a meeting with Rev. Harout Selimian.

AEWC welcomes the creation of the Diaspora Ministry and
hopes that it will accomplish its mission through effective
programs and will culturally energize Armenians in the
Diaspora. It extends its full support to the newly established
Ministry.

12. Elections. According to AEWC Bylaws Article 5, the
officers of the Board of Directors consists of a President, Vice-
President, Secretary and a Treasurer. The terms of office are
two years commencing on January 1 and ending on Januray
31 at the expiration of two years.

Elections took place and the following new officers were
elected for the ensuing two years, effecting January 1, 2009:
President - Rev. Haroutune Selimian; Vice-President - Rev.
Avedis Boynerian; Secretary - Rev. Joel Mikaelian; Treasurer
- Mr. Albert Momjian.

13. Appreciation

It was resolved to extend grateful thanks to the Executive
Director, Rev. Vahan Tootikian for continuing his voluntary
and faithful service to the Armenian Evangelical World
Council.

14. Venue and date of the next meeting

It was resolved to hold the 2009 meeting on Friday, October
16, at the Armenian Euphrates Evangelical Church, in
Providence, Road Island.

15. It was resolved to express the Council’s appreciation to
the Armenian Missionary Association of America for playing
host for the meeting of AEWC.

Rev. Dr. Vahan H. Tootikian
Executive Director, Armenian
Evangelical World Council

“He who confers a favor should at once forget it.

To remind a man of a kindness conferred on him,

and to talk of it, is little different from reproach.”

- Demosthenes, Greek statesman, orator (384-322 BC)
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The ordination of Pastor Hrag
Karagoezian took place on November 2,
2008, at the Glendale Armenian Church of the
Nazarene.

Hrag was born and raised in Beirut,
Lebanon, where he was an active member of
the Armenian Evangelical Emmanuel
Church. He graduated from Haigazian
University with a Bachelor of Science (B.S.)
degree, and later he attended the Near East
School of Theology where he earned the
Master of Divinity (M.Div.) degree. Following
his graduation in 2003, he served the
Armenian Evangelical Church of Ainjar for
two years as an associate pastor. In 2005, he

.

Rev. Habib Alajaji Rev. Mgrdich Melkonian

was called to serve at the
Armenian Church of the
Nazarene in Glendale and
he immigrated to the United
States. He and his fiancé,
Fabia Panjarian, were
married in 2007, and they
continue their ministry at
the same church.

The ordination service
began with songs of praise
and Rev. Habib Alajaji’s
invocation. The reading of the Apostles’ Creed
and two sermons from God’s Word followed.
The Armenian message was delivered by Rev.
Mgrdich Melkonian (Hrag's uncle), who
focused on the Prophet Jeremiah’s calling, and
the English sermon was delivered by Rev. Ron
Tovmassian who emphasized the role and

Rev. Joseph Matossian

Rev.Ron Tovmassian ~ Rev. Mgrdich Karagoezian

duties a minister performs.

After singing another hymn, two charges
were given: the first to the candidate for
ordination by Rev. Mgrdich Karagoezian, and
the second to the congregation by Rev. Habib
Alajaji. The ordination service was led by Rev.
Joseph Matossian, the Minister to the Union,
and Rev. Ron Tovmassian, who represented
the Moderator of the Armenian Evangelical
Union of North America.

The scene was very moving and highly
charged with emotion when Rev. Megrdich
Karagoezian, the father of the ordinand,
exhorted his son to be a loyal witness for Jesus
and rightly interpret the Word of God. The

Rev. Hrag Karagoezian giving the Benediction

prayer of ordination was offered by Rev. Rene
Levonian, who is the superintendent of the
Armenian Evangelical churches in Armenia.
More than a dozen local Armenian clergymen
participated in the laying on of hands
ceremony. The officers of the Glendale
Armenian Nazarene Church presented a

| Newsbriefs |

Ministerial
Ordination

N 7

ministerial robe to their newly-ordained
pastor. Rev. Joseph Matossian gave him the
ecclesiastical stoles that symbolize the pastoral
authority bestowed through ordination. After
singing the Lord’s Prayer, Rev. Hrag gave his
first Apostolic Benediction.

It was an evening of praise and
thanksgiving to Almighty God who calls
people to be ministers and workers in His
field. At the conclusion of the ordination
service, a lavish reception was held. The
congregation and invited guests mingled in
the Fellowship Hall, congratulating Rev. Hrag
Karagoezian and offering him words of
encouragement. To God be the glory.
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Lincy Foundation’s Generous
Contribution to Merdinian School

SHERMAN OAKS, CA - The Lincy Foundation has once again generously contributed $150,000 to the C. & E.
Merdinian Armenian Evangelical School. The Foundation’s President, Mr. Jay Rakow, notified the school of this
grant in a letter dated August 25, 2008. Such a gesture underscores the genuine interest that the Lincy Foundation
shows year after year, in the perpetuation of Armenian Education in the United States.

In his letter, Mr. Jay Rakow stated that this amount is allocated based on the needs and circumstances of the

school for 2008-2009 academic year.

The entire Merdinian School Family, including the Board of Directors, the administration, faculty, staff, and the
student body, is extremely grateful and proud for having the significant support of the Lincy Founcation in their
march forward. We look forward to even a brighter future.

Fire Destroys Major Part of the Armenian
Evangelical Church Building in Baghdad

Arecent communication received from
the Armenian Evangelical Church in
Baghdad, Iraq, sadly informs that a major
part of the church building was destroyed
due to military operations in the area.

On Sunday, September 28, 2008, when the
Iraqi police confronted a group of terrorists
near the Armenian Evangelical Church in [
Baghdad, heavy weapons fire struck the
church building and, the entire second floor
was engulfed in flames. The church guard
and neighbors tried to extinguish the fire,
but were not able as the fire spread rapidly.
The firemen were delayed because the
streets leading to the church were closed.
When the firemen arrived, the fire had
already consumed three Sunday school f
classrooms, the management office, and
most of the furniture and office equipment,
including computers. This was a severe blow
to the young and fledgling church.

The Armenian Evangelical Church in
Baghdad, Iraq, was established during the war and it provided
spiritual relief and hope for a striving Armenian community. Over
250 parishioners come to church to worship God every Sunday.
The church also has an active Sunday school and youth group.

The Armenian Missionary Association of America (AMAA)
supports this young church by subsidizing their rent. Any
assistance to this church and community is transmitted through
the Union of Armenian Evangelical Churches in the Near East.

We do share the sorrow of our Armenian Christian brothers and
sisters in Iraq and pray to God for peace in an area which has been

30 | Forum

devastated by war and terror acts. We also appeal to our churches
and concerned individuals to support this church with their
prayers and gifts. The building needs to be renovated and
refurbished so that our suffering people can continue to receive
spiritual nourishment.

You may send your gifts to the AMAA earmarked for Iraq
Church Reconstruction and mail it to 31 West Century Road,
Paramus, NJ. For credit card donations, please visit our website
(amaa.org) or call (201) 265-2607.
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AMAA Distributes $140,000 in College Scholarships

he Scholarship Committee of the

Armenian Missionary Association of
America (AMAA) spent almost two days
reviewing the 70 applications submitted by
Armenian students requesting scholarship
aid. The applications were thoroughly
examined and evaluated according to
academic achievement and financial need.
Fifty-nine students attending colleges and
universities in North America were granted
scholarships. The total scholarship amount
distributed in North America this year was
$125,000.

“We were very satisfied with the academic
standard of our students,” Mr. Robert
Hekemian commented, while signing the
scholarship grant letters. Only very few of
the applicants had performed near average,
with the rest having very high grades. “It is
an honor for us to be able to help,” added Mr.
Hekemian. “Hopefully one day these
students will return the favor and will step
up to help other needy students.” Mr.
Hekemian is the competent and experienced

chairman of the AMAA Scholarship
Committee which comprises eight volunteer
members. Most of the members have served
this program for over ten years.

The Scholarship Program of the AMAA
was established with one goal in mind- to
help Armenian students receive higher
education, achieve their educational goals
and thus become assets to our communities.
Hundreds of students over the years have
benefited from this program and many today
are well recognized educators, ministers,
professionals and service men or women.
Many graduates of the program have
returned the favor and have supported this
program with their financial aid. Some have
established scholarship endowment funds
with the AMAA.

In addition to the aid provided to students
studying in North America, AMAA also
distributed $15,000 in scholarships to
students in Armenia and over a quarter of a
million to Haigazian University in Beirut,
Lebanon.

Education is one of the major service
programs of the AMAA. Through its
support to kindergartens, elementary schools
and high schools in Armenia, the Middle
East, and the United States, AMAA has
played a vital role in educating and training
the next generation. Through its Child
Education Sponsorship Program, the AMAA
has helped thousands of needy students in
Lebanon and Syria.

The AMAA thanks God for the privilege of
serving the needs of our students and
acknowledges the thoughtfulness and the
generosity of great benefactors like the
Stephen Philibosian Foundation, the
Hekemian Family Fund, the Levonian
Educational Fund and many others, which
continuously support this program.

Those who are interested in supporting the
Scholarship Program can contact the AMAA
headquarters in Paramus, New Jersey or visit
AMAA’s website: amaa.org.

AMAA Announces Winners of

James Jameson Essay Contest

Alex Tavlian

Jonathan Garabedian

“Alex Tavlian of Fresno, CA, is the
winner of the James Jameson Essay
Contest this year,” announced Mr. Doug
Kurjian, Chairman of the Publications
Committee of the Armenian Missionary
Association of America (AMAA).
Tavlian’s essay in the high school
category was titled, “Adam Schiff: Friend of
the Armenian Community.”

The panel of the judges included three
other members, namely, Vartan Sahagian,
Arthur Artinian and Judith Kurjian. Alex
Tavlian, who is a member of the First
Armenian Presbyterian Church of
Fresno, received an award in the amount
of $300. “Various factors come into play
in judging the essays,” said Mr. Kurjian.
“This includes appropriateness of
material, style, clarity, content, emotion,
logic, credibility, organization,
development, maturity, diction, usage
and connection with the reader.”

In addition to Alex, three college-bound
students received awards for their essays
that were submitted along with their
scholarship applications. The winners
were Jenna Gavroian, first place, for her
essay “The Hurdle of Life”; Jonathan
Garabedian, second place, for his essay
“Major Influences that Continue to Shape
my Life”; and Lisa Der Ohanessian, third
place, for her essay “Road to Success.”
The panel of judges for this category,
along with Doug Kurjian, were Nurhan
Helvacian, Arouss Darpinian and
Berjouhi Gulesserian. The winners
received awards of $300, $250 and $200,
respectively.

The Board of Directors of the AMAA
congratulates the winners and
encourages our young students to
participate in this contest. The deadline
for next year’s contest is May 1, 2009.
Those who are interested in participating
can contact the AMAA at 201-265-2607.
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AMAA's “Children Helping Children”
Thirteenth Annual Event A Success

BELMONT, MA. The AMAA Orphan/Child Care
Committee’s 13th annual luncheon, held October
16 at the Belmont Country Club, was once again a
sparkling success, gathering area supporters in a
generous show of support to needy children in
Armenia. This year’s event featured an exciting '
live auction hosted by WCVB-TV Channel 5
Meteorologist Mike Wankum together with WBZ
Newsradio Host Jordan Rich.

Contributors and attendees represented all
Boston area churches, and continues to grow each
year. Supporters arrived early to browse the gift
items available for auction and sale, including
sports, theater, and concert tickets, as well as an
abundant variety of exciting gift packages. Guests
were entertained by a fashion show lit up by
adorable child models in fashions by Elite Bebe of
Belmont. This year’s book event featured the sale

Children participating in the Fashion Show

of novels by Armenian author Nancy Kricorian.

In her opening remarks, Mrs. Michele Simourian, the co-
founder of the AMAA Orphan/Child Care Committee, thanked
the committee members for their dedicated hard work, and
welcomed all the guests including AMAA’s Field Director, Dikran
Youmshakian, and the Rev. Samvel Kirakossian, the pastor of the
Evangelical Church in Vanatzor, Armenia.

Founded in 1918, the Armenian Missionary Association of
America (AMAA) is a nonprofit charitable organization that
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Artwork by children of Armenia
displayed for silent auction

provides services to underprivileged
youth through educational, relief, and
mission ministries. =~ AMAA is a
nonsectarian Christian organization
which renders its services to those in
need without discrimination. AMAA
operates in twenty-two countries and
often partners with other relief agencies
to aid disaster stricken areas throughout
the world.

: This luncheon was one of many similar
| functions organized by the AMAA
| Orphan/ Child Care Committee to raise
funds and provide aid to needy children
in Armenia. Thanks to the efforts of the
committee, children today have a better
chance to survive the hardships in our
homeland. They are provided with
food, clothing, medical care, education
and most of all reason to know that God loves them all. Each year
thousands of children attend summer camps, receive gifts on
Christmas and experience the joy of Easter. For additional
information, please visit AMAA .org.

Event sponsors are all volunteers who welcome new members
of all ages and all backgrounds. Anyone wishing to join the
committee or make a donation is encouraged to contact Michele
Simourian at 508-785-0569. All contributions are tax deductible.
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The Bridge to Hankavan Camp Is Repaired

PARAMUS, NJ: The Armenian Missionary
Association of America is delighted to announce
that the construction of a new bridge leading to
AMAA Sheen Shoghik Camp in Hankavan was
completed in October of 2008.

In May of 2007 the bridge leading to Hankavan
Camp in Armenia was destroyed due to the heavy
rain and the overflowing of the river near the
entrance. An urgent appeal was made to the public
asking for help to reconstruct the bridge. Thanks to
the generosity of AMAA members and friends, and
support received from Armenian Evangelical
Churches worldwide, a total of $40,000 was raised
for this purpose.

A temporary bridge was installed to the camp
providing limited access before the camp season

started in June of 2008. In August, construction of a
new and permanent bridge began, and within three
months a new bridge was installed. The total cost of
the construction was $45,000.

The AMAA Board of Directors and the AMAA
Summer Camp Committee would like to take this
opportunity to thank all those who supported this
vital project. Thanks to their generosity, the bridge
to Hankavan Camp is open.

The summer camp program in Armenia is vital for
children who come to camp to enjoy the beauty of
nature, to receive nurture, associate with friends,
play, and learn that they are loved by Christ.

“You cannot do a kindness too soon,
for you never know how soon
it will be too late.”

— Ralph Waldo Emerson, poet, philosopher (1803-1882)
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Uwwunmuwdwywyn Gmpetow
Quuipny

uwnnidny vwpntinniehilGp Shunwu Bpphuwnnuny unipp
U.‘ wnbtndmwd (paradox) upG &, wyuhlGplG npnws

pwgwwnpnmphiGGbpp wn dwuhG wiAwuylwih Yywd
whnpwiwpwiwywb ppwy Yp pnithG vkgh: Uipnwptie ndnmuwn £
fiwrtwwnwy rt Uunnwd dwpnuihG dwpdhGny jwinGnmwd &
dwpnynmpbwl, wwypwd £ dwpnnt wku, nt dwpntipnt Aan: M
nwlywithG, wbi ywpwnitiny hp wunniwdwihG unnpngbijhGepkG
(attributes), wpwmoGwd E nn tpYpughG holuwGniphiGGhp yupnithG
hplG Atwn hpphit wwwquwy, nt swpwswp vingGhl ghlp juwshG
ypwy.... Cwwnbtpm Awdwn UGd tnwd  hnpdmphilp Uunnidng
dwpnbinnpbwl wiu Apwowih nkwpp ywnpq wnwuwby vp
fiwdwnt)’ Gdwb 8hunuh dwdwGwlwyhg G niph2 YpoGbGtpm
wiwlnwé wnwuwbGipniG:
Ompw'lp jwinbh] pE Uunnidny Uwpnbnmpehilp Ywptih ok
wlpwwnt] UunniwdwiwynGnietGhG, wiuhGpG, Uunndng
dwnntimniphtlp-dwnn ppugp-Yuntith & pdpniky diqh fwdwp’
tpt Uunnuwd sjwpnGnih vkgh vtp hnpdwunnipbwb vte: OphG
utyp 8hunu Yp AwpgGl wowytipwn GhpniG.

- «Uwpnply p°Gs §'pulld pJ vwupu...N1"y &J Gu:

- MMJwlp pkq SnyRwlbGtu Uypwinpsp Yp Jwpokl, nvwlp' Enhw
vwpqupkl, huly mphoGhp' Gpkvhwl juwd dwupqupkGapka
vEYp, Yp wwwinmwuppw it wowytpnGhpn:

- huly nn"ip ny Yyp ywpdltp np Lu:
Mtwnpnu' hp unynpnpbwl AwdwdwiG wnwy Yp Ghwnnth nu

Ypuk.

- hmG Bppuwnnul Gu, YalGnwbh Guwnniony lpnhG:

- Gpwlh” pbgh UpunG' 8nyGulGh npnh, Yn ywwnwuluwil
Shunw, npnyfiliinbn winhlyw plq juwgntnnp Jwnpn dp skp, wyy
hu Swynu, np Epyplpl E»: (Uwwnp. 16. 15-17):

* sk ok ko

SwphGtp 2wpniGwy wolGwd khGp Unipp TGnilnp, nt Uwunnidng
Ywupny' wu wmwph wy Yp mbkoGhbp UunniwdnpmhhG
dwpntnniptiwl wiu wolp: Uwlwyl Gykp wiytnd pywip vtlp
utip wGdhG, nt hpwpnt Ain: bpw®t £ np UunnmwdnpnhhG
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§GniGnG & np Yp wolllp: Pwyg h”Gy Yp AwrwuwnbG vtigh vtp
unniltipkG Ghpu Ywlqlnn wolwdwnbipp, vtip unwgwsd GnkpGtpp
«Unp Swphp G Unipp OGniGnh wnpeny»: Awiwpwp
fiwtwuwnhp st°G dtp GytintghGipkG wpdwqulignn upwnwgpui
tpggnnmpehtGGipp’ pwnwdwyl Yud' wyjwuwku: dwwyw’
whptwluou pwupnqGtnG nt mwywinphy wpwpnnnielGGupn...:
[@uptiiu vtiqut ndwlp Yp dunwpbptl vwilynipbwb sppwGhG
hptGg nmbtgwd « hwihwn Awiwwnp»n' vhGs dnnnynipnhG Atin
Y'tipqhl wyn pwngpwfinily tpqtipp:

Rwyg ihdw”...: N’s: Utlp 21-pn nwpnilG vk YwwnphGp wydu:
Ghunniphilp b pwlwywiniehilp nwunwd GG n jwnpwhiupwsd
utip dwGyuwlwl Awtwwnpl nt AwiwwnwihpGupp: Ukp wyu
Lphunnbbiug Gwlsgnwd tpyphG vty Awuwunmmwdtwb Gnp G
nidqhG Anuwlp vp dwyp wintwd £ npnil Ainh GuwyGlipp wdtG 6hqg
Yp gnpoéwnptiG juwjuntiint dtin Awiwwnpl nt uppniehiGGtipn:
UpluwpfwgGmpehilp (secularism) Yp nhukt wibih unpuwdwGy n
qupwninh vhengGtnnt, npwykuqh AwpwnbgGlk vbip pphunnGiwywh
pwpntl Ywd jwynGh Awiwwnpp hp uhG yhpGwlpGtpniG b
wlpwpny YuGgwnuwywpnipbwl Awn: Ugu wwidwGGbpniG Ghipptio
hGswk®u YpGwilp lunp Awdngniny tpqby vtip Uwyp GytintghhG
Uty pwngpwhnils nt junppdwuwm 2wpwlwlp np dtn
EYtntighGlipniG dkte wy Y'upgnih Shunwp dGGntwb wnolhG
wnhpny -

Unipp U.uwnnniwd, unipp b1 figop, unipp b wldwh'
flp dGup 1 juyinGhgup Juwul vap: fpnpubw” vkq:

Ugn’, YnGwip tpghy nt nneniGly Uwunnidny Uwpntinniuehilp
8huniu Lphunnuh Uty Lt nbGhGwip Gwiu

Uunniwdwywyn Gniptiwl thnpdwnniphiGp' junGupfting Unipp
OGninh duniphG wngtu, hGswtu pphG U'wlny 8hunwup
whubhnt tynn AnypiGlnG nt vnglipp: Uipnuiptis winGp hptGg
YyipwnwpdhG' nipphoGipnt wwwndbkghG hGs np wnbuwd n juwd
EpG « hwnwpwlhny bt opAGwpwbting qUunniwud»:
LVwhuwwtu, tpYGwghG AptownwyGhpp (nY hvwgnigwd thG winlg
Onpyhsh up dGnilnp' hGywku vkbp Y’ pGhlip hpwpnt dbp
vwnpwipGunny, tpgtipny bt woGwudpnmphiGGtpny...: Up
fiwnnpntiGp hpwpnt, uwyuyG, s&'Gp Gppwp «dhGste RERIEALU»,
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- LPPUSNU TUUR Gh BU3SULE3UR,
3U3SLESUR Gh UYrSNh30.h:

st'Gp nmoniGlp UnpwdhG Uwlniyp, sb'Gp pGdwitip wlnn
utip GnikpGupp - wGdbpp, n Aintiwpwn, stlp niGEGun -
wGaGwlywl ympdwnniehilp' vip @pYhshG jwinGnipbw:
Upnwptit Uunmiwd whwnh jwgnGnip vtigh U'wlny 8hunwup
ute hpptt Uwpnbinugtiw) Uunmuwsd' tet jubnptGp hput, nt
fiwwtwwnpny dnwptptiGp Uunnmwdwonibsh yYwyniehiGGlpp
wyn dwuhG: Uhwil w16 wwnbkG E np vkGp tu hujuwku
whwnh hwnwpwbhbp qUunnwd, nt tpwiunwghunniebwdp
whwh wolkbp 8huntu ®pYhshG unipp Thnibnp:

UpyGak'Gp: UwwwnnwdwiwynbnipehiGp Guiu vbip wGaGuwyw b
thnpdwnniphiGp pppunt &, npwykugh dtlp YuptGwGp
YYuwytyp Uunnidny UwpnbinnuepilGp’ 8huniu Lphuwmnup ke,
nt nmenilbp ghpwp Gpwjunwagkw G nipwju upwnny, n
fwdwdwyl vbp Awguywl wiwbnnpebwi -

Grt sniGhGwilp Uunnmiwdwiwininmpbwb hnpdwnniphilp,
hpwinilp skGp nGhGwp Gubt wmoGhint 8huniu Rphuwmnup
unipp dGnGnp: N wwuwihG wihvwuwn Yp nwnlwy
hpwpnt ywwnwpwé dtip dwnpwlpn -

QL2Qh, UtQh' ULU UhESPU
Unoptlp np wiu « Uitkiunhu»p, wiuhGpG' pwph G nipwju
mpp’ ppwwku GpewGywgGl vtq' tpp Lphunnu 8hunu Yp
6Gh n Yp jwgnlnip Gubir vbip upnhG dke, nt whypty
ytpuwnhG 6GniGn Yp 2GnpAL prpwpwbshiphu: UWLG: @

Y4tp. Mwpqbt U. Swpwqbhw
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«Ywul Ynolph,
Yuwul Zunptlbiug»

wing wwwuiunpbwli vk Jwpnwlwlg wwwbpwgip Yp

GYuwunnih vtp wqquihl wwuniinietiwl wibkGwtwlwunwagpuljub

whyptGwnwpdbpkG@  dkyp, ppuwny Guwbrt wdbGEG
dnmnypnwwl, nt Ypolw-wqquihb plnie Ypnn wmolunkG vEyp' nn
Yp thawwnwynth wdkG vmwph, nt Awdwib Awgnietiwl Ynndt:

MuwGg Ywpdhpny G. nwpnt YhumbG dnmwd win wwwntipugup
wwnuhybabtpnt nEU (nY pwnwpwlwl plnye niGkn, gngwupbptyny Gubt
YpoGulwl vwnwfhingmpehGitp:  Zhwntiwpwp, Yp tunpfhG winGp,
Jupnwlwlg wywwnbpwquh jhowwnmwynyehiGp’ ngiynsmiG £ wqqughG
wndwlwwwwnninpbwb h julinhp dnmwd Gnihpwywl gniuwdwpnp dp'
np UYp gmgwpbpt Awy dnnnynpnpG wGGymG Yuwdpp' gnp hppta
uppwqul wiwln dwnwlqué klp vtlp vtip nwpuwinp whgbugkG:

Mph2Gin Yp punpfihG et dwpnwlwlg wwwnbpuquh  dhwy
nwwwwnwnp YpoGwywl tp' Guuwwwy nmGhGuiny Awiwwnph m
Junéh wqwunniehilp, wiu ywpwquihG pphunnGiwywl fwwnph n
wwpwnwunilph wquwnyehtlp: Ubtp Yundhpny' wGuwjun wwftginy
fiwbntpd wlnp Aunwwnwdwpn ppunt AwGqudwbpp, YwpmwGwiGg
wwuwnbipuaqup ykwnp £ Guwnnth Gt AugnpiGudwpn, nt wunp hppbie
thwuwn' hotgnt tlp wyl optipkG vtigh Awuwd umpp Yyyugwpwlnyephiln,
nn dwpnhyGhpnt Ynnuk plGyniGmwsd ngnilg UpG tp, wyuhlpG' « ywub
Ypolih, nt ywul Awgptllwg>»:

ZhGotipnpn nwpnt Utp  uppwqwG  wwwndhsGhpp, BnhotG W
Qupwtghl, Yp 2tontlG Jwpnwlwlg wwwnbpuquhG YpoGwlwG
fiwGquuwlpp' hp pninp nntbwGipny’ npnGp  Yp npubtanpnihG
wwwnbpuquh GuiuoptwyhG tr qunnpnuybhG:  UwlugG wwpwyniu
syuy np Jwpnwlwlg wwwnbpwqup unniigur Gubte b julnpp
dwpnyughG wlpnbGwpwntiph ppuanmlpGtipny, hGswtu Gubtit wqquihG
hGpGmpnyG dowynyeh, e wgquihG nhiwghdh wwhwwlnwihG:

Nwpuhg Fwquinpp, Bwglytpn R., mgtg Qpwnwonwlywb Ypolp
wwpunwnply LpphunnGbiwygy wywuwnmwbGh Yypwy, m wyn GuyuwnwYhG
fiwultn Awdwp Swlp wnipptpnt GGpwplytg ny dhuglG Awyg
fingmpww GGG nt Ywlptipn, Awwyw Gwbie fivuy
GwhuwpwpnpeplGGtpp’ pnGwpwnptgny wlnGg dwpnyughG nt wqqughG
hpwintGpGtpp:  Upnwpte wlnGp  gnfimbigwlG  wu  gnig
GwwwnmwYwbbpnml Awdwn:

Unynpwpwp vtiGp Jwpmwlwlg ywinbpwuqup Yp uwhiivwbGuihwlkGp
Uawpugph Gwwwnwdwpuny gnp untighG Jwnpnmwb & hp JupumG-
yug fiwqup ghGmnpGbpp: M wwwithG, Yp djuhpwnblp dklp qutiq
wgnwpwnbny np wilinlp et Ynpulgmghl wwwntipuqup, uwluyb
pwpniuwtu ywnptghl p2GwdhhG: MNwundmphlp gnig Ynunwy vtgh
RrE Utwpwph Swlwwnmwdwpwunp' np intinh mGkgwsd tp 26 U'wghuh, 451-
hG, Awlnhuwgwt Uty Gujubpqulpp jwenpmnn 33 wwphGhipm
plpwgphG dnmnn GwlwwnwdwpunpniG: dbppwwtu, 484 @ha, dtigh
dwlop Unwpuwlyh nwolwaghpny, Awy dnmnynipnp Jwennbgut
whpwlw) YpolGwlywb m puwnwpwlwl npng wqunnphiGGtpne: Mipho
fuoupny, UiwpwinG nt Unuwpuwyp whtinihontG Yuwwnmwd GG hpwpnt:

UGonmown Ywptph s npwlw) dwpmwlwlGg Ypwd wwpwniyehilp
wwnuhyGhpkG, uwyugl, wyu ytpghGGtpp sjwennbtigwl Awulhy hptiGg
GuwwwyhG:  Uwwpwiph Gwwunwdwpwnp  ekhe ghGninpuywd
wwnwniehtling yppwgun h yhwu Awgtipnt, uwluwyl, hpwywlnetiwb
ute” wn UEYp ywnrewwyh uyhgpp Awnhuwgun wqquuhG wayhGEd
nhwnwd: Zugbp ek Ynpulgnighl Gwlwnmwdwnunp, uwyuG wiu vEYp
wywwwn  tnur  np Yyhpwnbunmptiwl  GlpwpybilG  hphlg
nwquwywpmpehtip, nt h ybpeny 2whhG «wwwnbpuwqud»p:  bpghG
fiwpnmny, wlnGp Awuwl hptiGg GuywwwyhG: Chwnwy £ np Unwpugph
Swywunwdwpnkli widhswwlbu btnp wwpuphylbp dbé  gnynuiGhp
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gqnndwnpbghG ZwywuwnwGh vke: NinGn Gpkg, 8njutth Gwennhynu,
nL pwquwprht inqitnpuywGhtn swpswpwihg dwhAnwl
tlpwnyniigwd, b Awy GuiuwpwnGip Mupulwunwb gtinh wwpnikny
13 tpYwn wwphbbp AnG wpgbjuhwy dawmn nuwnwwwpunnibgwi:
UwluwyG wyn dwiwbwlwihenghlG Zwywuwnwbh vkt tptawl Gyw
yuwpnwGbbpnt  wnbuhpny  odwmwdé  Gnp ubtipnilnGhp  npnlp
owpniliwytghlG uppwqwl wwpwpn: Swwunyuwtu Jwpnwbha
tmpopnpmp @ Jwhwl UwihynGhwb, qiup wlgwd pwpd nidbpnt
owpnGultg wnfwwwnmdp Nwpupy pwGwyhG ntd® AwgmniyughG
UnpiGpny: Cwwn swlgws, JwAwb hp pmny topp Awqunh Awubnn
dwpunhyGpny' wwowntg Uipwpwunh wiGebinniG ypuwy qunGninn Ulynnh
ghinp, W pwiupwiukg AnG nhpp pnGwd wwpuhly pwGuyhG dty
qopwgnilinp:  UyGnAtint, wi tptp wy Jugptipnt vk wy jwnpwiwy
wwpwt p2Gwdh ghGninpGhpne nkd, hGs np pwpnywiptg wnwnpohG
pwlwlypn: Usgu ytipghlp tqpulyjugmg ek pnbh nidny whwh sywnkwn
mdty dwgywywl Zwpgp:  Ltntwwpwn, 484 ehG, hvwunniehilp
mbbhgun nwohGp YGphnm Auwgng A’ Lbp nmt Quptuwln quiwnp
Unmwpuwy Ynsmwd ghinhG vkg: w2 GwghphG griuwnn wugdwGGbnG
EhG, w) YpolGwlywl wqunniphil wnwy Awy dnmnynipnhG. p) nunnptigGty
nt wpghy gpunuwonwywl dhAtwGGhpn junmgmuip wywuinwGh
AnhG Ypwy. q) yEnwlwb yupswibpbGwl tnwuonety’ Apd nuGkGugny

wpnwpnetwl . dwpnyuipG ppwnibpltipnt ywAwywGiwb
ulqpmlpp:
Uguwtu, Utwpwiph Swlwwnwdwpnny  uyuwd  JwpnwGwig

wpywdwunpniehlp wpnptGuwinpniigue - Lmwpuwyh Wwndwlywb
nwglughpny:  UGonign wyu dtyp skp Gowlwybtn np wwpuhyGinp
wuwpunehtl Ypwd EhG wuwwnbpuqih nugwnhG ypuy, uwlugl, Yp
Gowlwykp L Awgkin pupmuywl vtd jwnpwiwy wnmwpwsd EhG hnklg
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