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A little boy was drawing a picture when
his mother asked, “Whose picture are
you drawing?" Without any hesitation,
he said he was drawing God's

picture. When the astonished mother
commented, “But nobody knows what
God looks like," the boy smiled and said,
“They will know when | am done!”

That's exactly what God did through
Jesus' incarnation. He expressed
Himself in human form. In other words,
He revealed His nature and character
to us in a way that we can understand.
The Famous British theologian, John
Stott, the acknowledged leader of the
world-wide Evangelical Movement, and
whom Time Magazine ranked among
the 100 most influential people in 2005,
says, “In Jesus of Nazareth, the divine
revelation is personal, historical,
visible, audible and tangible.’

Let us explore how this profound
statement is true and study its
implications for us today.

1. Jesus is God's Personal Revelation
God did not send to us an abstract idea
couched in a philosophy; nor did He
send us a rulebook. Instead, He came
to us in a Person who is approachable,
easily accessible and to Whom we can
relate. When someone sends us a letter
or a textbook, we get information, but

From the Editor's Desk

By Rev. Kevork George Terian

How the Birth ﬁf Jesus Christ
Cgamge:b tﬁc Wor@

or the Better

when someone visits us personally, we get to know their heart, their character and the essence of their nature. When the incarnate Son
of God, visited our world, we have had a personal encounter with Him because He plainly states, "Anyone who has seen Me, has seen
the Father"(John 14:9). In Christianity, we are not just following a religion; we are walking with a Person who knows us by our personal

name and Who cares for us individually.

2.Jesus Is Rooted in History

Jesus lived in a specific time period, place and culture. He was born in Bethlehem, raised in Nazareth and crucified in Jerusalem, under

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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Pontius Pilate, the Roman Governor of the Province of Judea. His life is recorded, not only in the Bible, but is also acknowledged by
non-Christian historians, such as Josephus, Tacitus, Pliny the Elder and others. This proves that Christianity is neither a legend nor a
myth. Archaeological excavations have unearthed the synagogue of Capernaum, the Pool of Bethesda, the old city of Jericho, the home
of Joseph and Mary in Nazareth, and other locations that are associated with Jesus' life and ministry. Our faith is not blind because it is
built on solid historical facts.

3. Jesus Made God Visible

People saw Jesus, touched Him and witnessed His actions. They saw Him calm storms, give sight to the blind, heal lepers, feed hungry
people and raise up the dead. On the Mount of Transfiguration, the privileged disciples saw His full divine glory unveiled. He did not
hide in a cave like a hermit, but publicly revealed Himself and disclosed the reason for His incarnation: He came to seek and to save
the lost. God allowed Himself to be seen by human eyes.

The statement that “Jesus is the exact representation of the invisible God" is a core Christian belief found in Colossians 1:15 and
Hebrews 1:3 that states, “Jesus is the radiance of God's glory and the exact picture, or icon, of His being.’ Because God is transcendent
and invisible, Jesus acts as the ultimate and perfect revealer of His being and character. Jesus is not a partial reflection of God, but His
“exact” imprint. This means that there are no distortions or missing pieces; all of God's divine nature is fully present in Jesus. Through
His life and ministry, Jesus makes all of God's attributes of unselfish love, compassion, holiness, purity, humility and justice fully visible
and comprehensible to people. The Bible affirms the truth that “in Christ, all the fullness of the Deity was pleased to dwell” (Colossians
1:19). This verse reinforces the undeniable truth that Jesus is not a lesser Deity because He shares the very essence of God's nature in
its fullness.

4, Jesus Made God's Message Audible

" . .
Jaw CK'(LS"{: 15 tKC ﬁ@@&ﬁ; mo S‘l: People heard Jesus teach, preach, pray, comfort, rebuke

and proclaim the arrival of the Kingdom of God. Jesus
didn't just talk about truth; He declared the truth because
Comq)eeic an nae rcee,\)ai-[on He was the embodiment of all truth. In total amazement,
the people said, “No one ever spoke the way this Person
fb K K speaks”(John 7:46). At His baptism and transfiguration, "the
9 0od tn Auman Lstorg

Father's voice was heard saying. “This is My beloved Son
in whom | am well pleased,"

Just think how much comfort and joy we experience
whenever we hear the voice of a loved one, especially in times of hardship! Hearing the voice of Jesus, through the Gospels, floods our
hearts with genuine joy and inner peace, and gives us direction and guidance as we journey through life. Are we listening everyday to
the thousands of confusing and misleading voices on the internet but neglecting the one voice that really matters?

5. Jesus Made God a Tangible Reality

Jesus had a physical body—He touched and was touched. He held children in His arms, washed feet and broke bread, with His hands.
After His glorious resurrection He said, “Touch Me and seg, a ghost does not have flesh and bones as you see Me have"(Luke 24:39).
Jesus showed His hands and feet that bore the marks of the crucifixion to a group of bewildered disciples to prove to them that they
were not seeing an apparition, but a real and tangible person.

In and through Jesus, God didn't just speak about Himself; He actually revealed Himself. He entered our world in a way that could be
personally known, historically verified, seen, heard and personally experienced. Therefore, John Stott’s statement is true because Jesus
Christ is the fullest, most complete and final revelation of God in human history.

The positive impact of Jesus' sinless life and His matchless teachings has been unsurpassed in the history of our world. By introducing
the concepts of unconditional love, unlimited forgiveness, the dignity and intrinsic value of every human life, He exerted a tremendous
influence on the formation of a new series of sublime moral and ethical standards that transformed the social fabric of the ancient
world and demolished its violent, inhuman and demeaning practices. The emphasis on showing compassion, caring for the poor and
helping the marginalized, reshaped our entire legal system that regulated human behavior and interactions on the basis of justice and
unbiased fairness.

God is no longer distant and far away. Through Jesus' incarnation, He came near and dwelt among us. Today, you and | can feel and
enjoy His presence with us in worship, prayer, Bible study and the love of His people.
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From the Minister to the Union

R Honoring God with Our Lives

By Rev. Hendrik Shanazarian

| like the chorus of the hymn Count Your Blessings by Johnson Oatman, Jr.. Count your blessings. Name them one by one. Count your
many blessings, see what God has done! In some versions the last line reads: And it will surprise you what the Lord has done. The hymn
encourages us to recognize God's many blessings even as we go through challenging times. Such situations make it difficult for us to
remember God's protection and comfort. When we have struggles in life, our attention often easily shifts from what we have to what we
don't have or what we have lost.

In Deuteronomy 8, Moses tells the people to remember all that God has done for them and warns them not to forget to honor Him for His
blessings after they enter the Promised Land and prosper (vv. 1-18). The unfortunate reality is that we tend to be forgetful creatures who
take God's work in our lives for granted no matter the situation. This happens when we go through trials but also when we are at ease.
It is crucial to remember our blessings in order to be good stewards and remain thankful for all that God has given us. In Deuteronomy,
Moses says: Praise the Lord your God for the good land he has given you...remember the Lord your God, for it is he who gives you the
ability to produce wealth (8:10,18).

" .
Christian Stewardship is a topic that is preached on at least Cou‘n't gour @@@55 1‘ng,j . J\( anme.

once in many churches, usually toward the end of the year.

Unfortunately, sometimes this is done mainly when churches

try to encourage members to give more to balance the church 't enm oneé one.. Coun't Our
budget. | have been raised in a church where our pastor taught g g

us that Stewardship is an approach to life. The Scriptures teach

us that everything we may think we have and whoever we may ma;ng @eﬁs 5ing5’ see O()Kai 9 orb

think we are, it all belongs to God. We own nothing but are given

stewardship over God's treasures. Some call stewardship a ’"

lifestyle or a way of life. In a booklet prepared by the Evangelical as Q) one.!

Lutheran Church, they teach that Stewardship is the recognition

that God has entrusted us with the message of the Gospel of grace that we share through our expression of love for God and our
neighbor. In this approach, stewardship invites us to look in three different directions. We first need to look at God as the source of all
things, who out of love came down to us. Then we need to acknowledge everything God has entrusted to our care and express our
love and thankfulness to Him. Finally, we must recognize the needs of those around us and use our God given resources to reach out to
them with God's love.

In this article my goal is to take some time to consider the gifts we have received from God. We need to discover and acknowledge all
the resources He has entrusted to our care, as individuals and as a Church. This needs to be a daily discipline we develop in our lives.
Out of His love, God has granted us different talents, opportunities and material possessions. The more we recognize these blessings,
the more we will be thankful. As a result, we will respond to God's love by using the resources He has provided for the purpose of
serving and honoring Him.

As good stewards we use God's gifts to achieve success and productivity in different areas of life. We use our God given abilities to
care for our families, our personal needs and also to serve God's kingdom through participation in the church, support of missionary
endeavors and involvement in other charitable organizations. | thank God for those who have found ways to be good stewards of
the talents, abilities and gifts God has entrusted to them. My prayer is that we may all work together to discover such assets in our
congregation and find ways to use them to express our love for God, our congregation and our neighbors. Using our talents and
abilities for such purposes is good stewardship and an expression of our gratitude to God.

Time is one of God's greatest gifts. He gives us one lifetime to work, serve, praise and love. An important aspect of stewardship is to
manage the time He has given us responsibly. How do we use our time as individuals and as a congregation? What are we doing with
the time God has entrusted to us? How much of our daily, weekly, or monthly schedule is used to express our love for God, His church
and our neighbors? Each of us should carefully assess our use of time for one typical week. How much time do we spend on different
activities? Does this assessment of how we spend our time match our spiritual values? Are there ways we could better use our time,
individually and as a congregation to love God and to serve our church family and the broader community? The proper use of our time
is a significant aspect of good stewardship and an expression of our gratitude to God.

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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Money is a powerful force in our lives. Jesus reminds us: Where your treasure is, there your heart will be also (Luke 12:34). God is
concerned about how we exercise stewardship over all the material resources He has entrusted to us, not just a fraction of it. He cares
about how we earn it, the way we manage it, the things we buy with it and even our methods for saving and/or investing it. While
teaching about God's kingdom, Jesus used the example of servants who invested money entrusted to them by their master. The one
who invested wisely was commended as a good and trustworthy servant! However, whether they invested wisely or foolishly, in the
end they were all accountable to the Master.

Many books have been written about Christian principles for handling money. One of the more important principles in that regard is
tithing and | want to share some thoughts on that subject today. Many Christians argue that tithing is an 0ld Testament law and since
we have been freed from the law by Christ, we do not need to tithe. My pastor back in Iran used to teach that if someone under the law
gives 10% out of abligation, under grace, we should eagerly go beyond that out of thanksgiving. We do not tithe to obey the law and
earn merit; we tithe in response to God's grace. Tithing is simply an expression of gratitude to God for blessing our lives. It is about
trusting God and His provision; caring about God's work; participating in His mission and trusting His church and its leadership.

First Peter 4:10-11 is a powerful passage on stewardship. It reminds us that we are called to be faithful stewards of God's grace in all
its forms. Stewardship is not limited to our time or money—it includes our gifts, talents, schedules, and every aspect of what we think,
say, and do.

God calls us to use the gifts we have received to serve Him and others with the strength He provides, so that in everything, He may be
praised and His name glorified. We are not owners but managers, entrusted to handle God's resources with integrity and accountability
to Christ, our Master. Our calling is not for personal gain or recognition, but for service and for God's glory.

Let us, therefore, examine our lives through the lens of a steward of God's grace. With His help and guidance, may we make
stewardship not just a nice idea, but a way of life.
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From now on all generations will call me blessed for
the Mighty One has done great things for me~holy is
his name. - Luke 1:48c-49

Have you ever contemplated the overwhelming
message of love represented in the Christmas story.

In considering the incarnation, it is easy to dwell on
how wretched and undeserving we were that God had
to make this selfless sacrifice to save us. Sometimes it
seems that because we have no right to it and are so
destitute of righteousness, we should feel humbled and

abased.

Yet the Scriptures tell us that the incredible sacrifice of
the incarnation was a gift of grace. God doesn’t expect
us to deserve it nor does He want us to feel shame for
receiving it. On the contrary, His desire is that through
this divine act of love, we might realize how cherished
we are in His eyes. The message of Christmas lets us
know just how special and loved we must be that God
would do such an amazing thing for us.

Imagine someone is destitute and homeless, living

on the streets. Another person comes and gives that
person food, security and a place to live at great
personal sacrifice It is exceedingly generous, and the
person feels humbled and shocked. What have 1 done
to deserve such kindness? I am a nobody. The intent
of the giver was not to make that person feel like a
nobody, it was to help them see that they have value
and worth. In the same way, the message of Christmas
is not meant to remind us of what we do not deserve,
but to celebrate what God did to show us that He
cherishes us whether we deserve it or not.

Christmas Canticles are the songs of praise recorded
in the first two chapters of Luke’s gospel as he tells the
story of Christ’s birth. The Magnificat, is Mary’s Song
or Canticle and the verse above is just one small part
of it, that carries some profound themes.

First, the title Mighty One is a Name that praises God
as the Mighty Warrior who goes first into the battle,
winning the victory for His people. He is the one
everyone thanks and honors giving Him praise after
the battle, because without Him all would have been
lost. A biblical example of a Mighty One is David.
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Mighty in a Manger

By Rev. Ron Tovmassian, AEUNA Field Pastor

"..the title Mighty One
is & Name that (Pmises
903 as e thﬁfg
Woarrior!"

He put his life on the line because of His love for His
people. Even as they rejected and despised Him, He
remained faithful.

But what is the motivation for such a person? Why
does he go forward and risk his own life to serve
people who are helpless and unable to succeed
themselves! Is it because those people are worthless
to Him? Does he want to humiliate them? Are such
actions an indication that the people he is saving are
useless and unimportant? On the contrary the very
fact that this great and powerful leader is making this
great sacrifice on their behalf instills them with value.

It shows them he does not despise them because they
are weak, on the contrary he cares so much about
them that he is willing to fight and risk his own life to
protect and save them.

Second, Mary is portrayed as a humble person in

the Scriptures, someone who recognizes that she is
unworthy for the task she is being given. Yet, instead of
dwelling on her unworthiness and obeying out of duty
and obligation, her focus is on what this all means to
her. She takes note of the fact that God her Savior

has been mindful of her humble estate but is also
overwhelmed by the fact that generations will call me

blessed. The focus is not on her unworthiness, rather
it is on the fact that The Mighty One has acted on her
behalf. She says He has done great things for me. Not
one thing, but many things, including salvation, justice
and mercy for others who are poor, weak and lack the
ability to win the battle on their own.

Finally, it is about the greatness of God whose name
is holy. He, The Mighty One, was willing to stoop
down and remove His mantle of divinity for a time. In
Philippians 2:7, the Apostle Paul says Jesus emptied
Himself by taking the form of a bondservant and
being born in the likeness of men. The incarnation

is not just an act of selfless sacrifice; it is a love song.
This divine act of grace was not meant to make us feel
bad and turn our attention to our shame, but to make
us feel loved and to celebrate our original pedigree as
children of God, created in His image with His divine
spark living inside of us.

There is a story of a knight who captured a huge
treasure in a quest for his king. When he returned to
the castle, he felt his job was done, so he disappeared
and went on with his duties. The king heard about
his heroic efforts and called for him. Upon his arrival
the king placed the biggest, most valuable jewel of

the treasure before him saying: I give you this gift

as a token of my esteem for you as a cherished and
most valuable son of my kingdom. The knight was
overwhelmed but considered himself unworthy. He
told the king: This is too great a gift for me to accept.
Undaunted, the king replied: It may be too great a gift

for you to accept but it is not too great a gift for me
to give.

At Christmas, our divine King, the Holy God who is
The Mighty One, gave the most precious jewel among
all His treasures, His one and only beloved Son, to
demonstrate His love and show us how much we

are valued and cherished in His eyes. I pray that the
story of the incarnation will drive us to our knees in
humility, like that knight, saying: This is too great a
gift for me to accept! But even in that humility I pray
we may hear the voice of God saying back to us: It may
be too great a gift for you to accept, but it is not too
great a gift for me to give.

Have a Blessed and Very Merry Christmas.
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Jesus' Three Offices: Prophet, Priest, King

A serious and thorough study of the Bible reveals that Jesus

is both human and divine by virtue of possessing two distinct
natures that are inseparably and inalterably united in His
unique person. In addition to this peculiar truth, Jesus performs
three functions by occupying three main offices which, in 0ld
Testament times, were held by three prominent officials whose
roles were highly regarded. These three autonomous positions
were delegated to prophets, priests and kings whose services
were essential for the operation of the old administration. The
highly interesting fact is that Jesus Christ, through His life and
ministry, has flawlessly fulfilled these roles.

1. Jesus As Prophet
A prophet was a person chosen by God to relay His messages
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and to reveal His will to the people. In a special sense, a prophet
functioned as God's mouthpiece and acted as an intermediary
between God and His people. Jesus was uniquely qualified for
this position on account of the most intimate relationship He
has had with His Father. For instance, in the Gospel of Matthew
11:27 Jesus boldly states, "All things are delivered to Me by My
Father, and no one knows the Son except the Father, and no one
knows the Father except the Son." Here Jesus articulates the
profound truth that to obtain the most complete and accurate
information about God's character, His will and His mode of
operation, a person has to seek the only reliable and infallible
source: Jesus Christ, the perfect revealer of God.

Another evidence for the divine origin of Jesus’ teachings is

found in the Gospel of John 12:49, where He unambiguously
says, ‘I did not speak on my own initiative, but the Father
who sent Me commanded Me to say what | have spoken.’ In
this statement, Jesus is emphasizing the fact that His words
do not express His personal thoughts or ideas, but are a
direct revelation of God's immutable will for mankind. What
differentiates Jesus’ message from ordinary human speech is
its divine source of authority. Those who reject the teachings
of Jesus are, in reality, behaving like rebels who are living in
defiance of their Creator’s authority.

In Deuteronomy 18:15, Moses made an astonishing declaration
to the people of Israel. He said, “The Lord your God will raise
up for you a prophet like me from among you, from your
countrymen, and you shall listen to him." In Acts 3:22, the
Apostle Peter refers to this amazing prophecy and says it was
fulfilled by the ministry of Jesus Christ.

What convinces me, without the slightest doubt, that Jesus

is the ultimate fulfillment of this amazing prophecy, is the
testimony of Jesus Himself, recorded in John 5:45-47 where He
makes the bold assertion that Moses’ words pointed to Him.
Jesus told His contemporaries that if they believed in Moses,
they would naturally believe in Him. Then, Jesus gives the
reason for His argument, by adding, “For Moses wrote about
Me." Jesus claims that Moses' prophecy referred to Him and
could not be applied to anyone else.

2. Jesus Christ As Priest

In the 0ld testament, the main duty of the priests was to offer
daily sacrifices to God, on behalf of their people, for the purpose
of obtaining a spiritual cleansing and forgiveness for their

sins. Symbolically, the priests who officiated at the Jerusalem
temple, were representatives of Jesus, the True Priest, who
voluntarily laid down His own life to make that perfect and
once-for-all sacrifice for the atonement of human sin. This truth
is highlighted in the Epistle to the Hebrews 9:28, where we are
specifically told that “Christ was sacrificed to take away the sins
of many people.'

According to the Law of Moses, all the priests had to belong to

the tribe of Levi and prove that they were directly descended
from Aaron, the first Jewish High Priest. Legally, Jesus could not
have become an earthly priest simply because He was not from
the Priestly Tribe of Levi.

By what right or virtue has Jesus become our High Priest? The
answer to our quest is found in Psalm 110:4, where we are told
that Jesus' priesthood stems from the Order of Melkizedek, a
rather mysterious figure whom we first encounter in Genesis
chapter 14. We know that Abraham's nephew, Lot, chose to
settle in the fertile Jordan valley where existed several cities, the
largest of which was Sodom. According to the Biblical narrative,
Lot and his entire family got kidnapped by an alliance of three
kings led by Chedorlaomer. Abraham armed his 318 servants
and managed to rescue his nephew after a fierce battle. That
was when Melkizedek appeared to bless Abraham.

Driven by curiosity, we want to know more about Melkizedek's
identity. From the Biblical Record we glean the following
important facts about him:

The analysis of his Hebrew name reveals that its literal
meaning is “King of Righteousness”

He was King of Salem, meaning “King of Peace”
He was a priest of “El Elyon” which means “The Most High”

His priesthood is eternal and that makes it superior to the
Levitical Priesthood that ended after Calvary;

Melkizedek’s priesthood predated the Levites' Order by
seven centuries.

Psalm 110 has been acknowledged as a Messianic Psalm and
this fact is substantiated by its opening verse: “The Lord said
to my Lord, sit at My right hand until | make your enemies your
footstool."

In Matthew 22:41-43, Jesus was involved in a heated argument
with His fiercest opponents, the Pharisees, to whom He directs
a simple question: “Whose Son is the Christ?" Bear in mind the
fact that “Christ” means “The Anointed One" and refers only to

the Promised Messiah.

Without hesitation, and to our great surprise, the Pharisees
answered correctly by stating, “He had to be David's son.’ It
was common knowledge among the ancient Hebrews that the
Messiah had to come from the lineage of King David.

At this stage, Jesus asked the Pharisees another penetrating
question: “How could David, under divine inspiration, call his
son Lord?” How could the Messiah be David’s son and his Lord
at the same time? When the Pharisees were soundly defeated
by Jesus' superb logic, they remained speechless, quickly
disappeared, and never dared to pursue their argument.

In the Epistle to the Hebrews 7:1-10, by alluding to the unique
priesthood of Melkizedek, the writer shows, not only the
legitimacy, but also the superiority of Jesus' High Priestly
ministry to that of Aaron and his descendants who served at the

Jerusalem Temple under the banner of the Levitical Priesthood.

Based on what we have so far discussed, Christian theologians
have maintained, throughout the centuries, that Melkizedek
was a type of Christ; in other words, Melkizedek foreshadowed
the priesthood of Jesus. | don't find such an interpretation to

be objectionable because it proves that Jesus' priesthood is

of a higher rank than that of the Levitical priests of the Old
Testament.

"Jesus CRrist, tHe @@g(wt

revealer 37( 90)."

Having said that, | am of the opinion that the appearance of
Melkizedek to Abraham was a Christophany, which means the
appearance or manifestation of Christ's divinity, either before
His incarnation or after His Resurrection, to a mortal human
being. This belief of mine is based on several observations.

The existence of a priestly order implies a succession

of priests who carry on a similar ministry. In the whole
Bible, we do not find any person, other than the Lord Jesus
Christ, who is designated as a priest after the similitude of
Melkizedek's Order.

The name “King of Righteousness” is ascribed to Jesus
Christ in the Epistle to the Hebrews because righteousness
is an integral part of His Character and offers it to His
followers through His supreme sacrifice on the Cross.

We are told that Melkizedek had neither a beginning of
days, nor an ending of life (Hebrews 7:3). This means that
Melkizedek was and is a Divine Being whose ministry, on
our behalf, continues forever without any interruption.

It is not a far-fetched idea that Melkizedek was a pre-
incarnate appearance of Jesus Christ because in Genesis
chapters 17-18, Abraham saw and spoke to the Lord who
appeared to him in the form of a man.

The Rabbis of the pre-Christian era were unanimous in believing
that Melkizedek was a pre-existent divine being and equated
him with the Messiah. It's pathetic that modern Rabbis are
advancing the ridiculous view that Melkizedek was either an
idealized human or an angel. Such an interpretation contradicts
the Biblical description of Melkizedek who is portrayed as an
eternal Divine Being. Fortunately, a torrent of fresh air has been
injected into Christian apologetics by prominent Messianic
Jewish theologians like Mark S. Kinzer, Jen Rosner and Joseph
Shulan whose extensive writings shed a very bright light on

old Jewish religious beliefs, practices and traditions from a
Messianic perspective. In every age, the Lord has had a band of
faithful witnesses who have courageously upheld the banner of
truth which is indestructible.

3.Jesus As King
A king is someone who has the authority to reign and rule

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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over people. On Palm Sunday, during Jesus' triumphal entry into the old city of Jerusalem, Matthew the evangelist quotes a prophecy from
Zechariah 9:9, applies it to Jesus by stating, “Behold your King comes to you, gentle and kind, mounted on a donkey” Matthew 21:5.

The main references to Jesus as King of kings are found in Revelation 17:14 and 19:16 that reveal His absolute power and authority to
judge all people and to rule over the whole world at His second coming.

As Prophet, Jesus reveals God's will to us by freeing us from ignorance; as Priest, He made a perfect atonement for us, and by
reconciling us to His Father, He redeems us from sin and its dire consequences; and as King, He rescues us from the tyrannical
dominion of sin and surrounds us with His benevolent rule. By holding these three offices, Jesus completely nullifies all the effects of

Adam's Fall, and guarantees our eternal salvation.

Two Natures of Jesus Christ

The simplest definition of the incarnation is the union of the
Godhead (Deity) and humanity in the one person of Jesus
Christ. In a nutshell, Jesus is fully God and fully man in one
person. This is the greatest and most stunning miracle that
has ever happened. It is important to emphasize that Jesus did
not surrender any of His divine attributes when He assumed a
human nature. It was possible for Him to get hungry and feel
tired, yet at the same time, still be God,

The standard orthodox teaching about the Person of Christ

was formulated at the Council of Chalcedon that convened in
A.D. 451. The Armenians did not attend this important Church
Council because they were fighting against the Persians who
had invaded Armenia at that same year to impose the religion of
Zoroaster as a replacement for Christianity.

The Chalcedonian Creed can be summarized by the following
five main points:

1. Jesus has two natures - human and divine.

2. Each nature is full and complete; hence, Jesus is a perfect
God and a perfect man.

3. Each nature remains distinct by preserving its own
peculiarities.

4,  Christ is only one person even though He has two natures.

5. Things that are true of only one nature are, nonetheless,
true of the person of Christ. If an act was performed by only
one of Christ's natures, He could still say, “I did it."

The Bible clearly asserts the fact that Jesus is not merely
someone who has a close resemblance to God, but rather, He
is that unique person in whom the fullness of the Godhead
(Deity) dwells in bodily form (Colossians 2:9). In other words,
everything that God is, Jesus is. When the Apostle Thomas
met the resurrected Christ, he bowed in front of Him, and cried
out, “My Lord and My God" (John 20:28).

We fully reject the heretical teaching which claims that Jesus is
a lesser deity than God the Father.

One of the false teachings that was repudiated at the Council
of Chalcedon claimed that although Jesus had a human body,
he did not possess a human mind or a human spirit. The
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proponents of this notion held the view that the mind, the will
and the spirit of Christ were purely divine. This teaching was
rejected because it denied that Jesus was fully and truly human,
like the rest of us. The Council affirmed the truth that just as
Jesus has all the essential elements of Deity, He also has

all the essential elements of the human nature, including a
human mind, a human will and human emotions.

Was the incarnation of Christ necessary? Why did Jesus take
on Himself the human nature? The answer to these questions
is found in the Epistle to the Hebrews 2:17 which states, “He
(Jesus) had to be made like His brethren in all things, that He
might become a merciful and faithful High Priest in things
pertaining to God, to make a propitiation (an atonement) for
the sins of the people.’ This verse gives us two reasons for the
incarnation: first, Jesus became man so that He could die for
our sins and to make a perfect atonement for them; second,
the humanity of Jesus enables Him to fully identify with us (His
brethren), to fully sympathize with us in all the trials of life.

Unfortunately, the well-known verse of John 3:16, which is aptly
called “The Miniature Gospel,’ is not correctly translated into
English. In the Greek New Testament we find the compound
word “monogenes” which literally means “one of a kind.’ The
correct English rendering of John 3:16 would be: “God so loved
the human race that He gave His one -of- a- kind Son, that
whosoever believes in Him should not perish, but have eternal
life" In English, we have the word “unique” which is the closest
equivalent to the Greek “monogenes.”’ Yes, Jesus is unique
indeed because in our entire universe, there is no one like Him,
who is truly God and truly man.

The right understanding of the incarnation embraces the truth
that the two natures of Christ remain distinct by retaining their
own properties. They neither alter one another’s essential
elements, nor do they mix together to form a third nature. In the
early stages of the Post-Apostolic Era, a heresy was developed
that taught the human nature of Christ was absorbed by the
divine nature, and through this process, the composition of both
natures was somewhat changed.

To prove their point, the adherents of this erroneous view used
the analogy of dropping ink into a glass of water. The substance
of the resulting mixture can no longer be identified as pure

ink or pure water because, in reality, it is now a hybrid whose

—
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Armenian Gospel book was produced in 904 of the Armenian era (1455 CE)

at the monastery in Xizan by the scribe Yohannés Vardapet (displaying:
The Crucifixion and Mourning over Christ's Body). Walters Art Museum.

component parts have changed one another. From this analogy,
the advocates of this heretical view deduced that the divine and
human natures of Christ modified one another by commingling,
and consequently produced a third nature that was different
from the previous two. The church rightly condemned this
teaching because it contradicts the Bible that attests to the fact
that Christ is fully divine and fully human. In the incarnation,
the human nature of Christ did not become all knowing,
and His divine nature did not become ignorant of anything.

Have you been puzzled by Jesus' statement that He did not
know the day or the hour of His return to our planet (Matthew
24:36)? Some people have raised the question: “If Jesus is God,
why was He ignorant of the day of His second coming? This
apparent contradiction is resolved by our understanding that
Jesus is One Person with two natures. In regard to His human
nature, Jesus did not have all knowledge, but in His divine
nature, He is omniscient.

The union of the divine and human natures in the Person of
Christ makes Him an all-sufficient Savior.

Because Jesus is God, He cannot be defeated and all human
beings will be accountable to Him when He returns to our world,
not as a helpless baby, but as King of kings and Lord of lords to
judge the whole world. Because Jesus "became flesh and dwelt
among us,” and in His human nature conquered all the trials
that we encounter, He can identify with us in the most intimate

T'oros the Deacon (Armenian), 1311, Four miniatures of the life of Christ from a
gospel book of 1311 (displaying: Transfiguration). The Metropolitan Museum of Art,

manner, and help us when we reach the limits of our endurance.

In the New Testament Epistle to Hebrews 10:5-7, there is an
amazing Messianic prophecy in which the speaker is Jesus
Himself. In a conversation that took place in the Heavenly Courts
before His incarnation, Jesus tells His father: “You do not desire
animal sacrifices, but a body You have prepared for Me, as it

is written of me in the volume of the book." The same wording

is found in Psalm 40:7-8 where the Messiah declares that He
delights to do His Father's will.

In these two parallel passages we are explicitly told that a body
was prepared for the Messiah in order to make the once-for-all
sacrifice for the atonement of human sin. Jesus says very clearly
that His mission to save sinners is outlined in the prophetic
scrolls of the Old Testament.

If Jesus were only human, He could not be a Savior for sinners;
if He were only divine, He could not die in our place because
divinity never dies. Therefore, it was crucial for the plan of
salvation that Jesus have both, a divine and a human nature.

We should never lose sight of the truth that “Jesus is God
manifested in the flesh” (1 Timothy 3:16).

One of the most prominent early church fathers, Athanasius,
says, “The Son of God became the Son of Man so that we, through
faith in Him, might become the sons and daughters of God"
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The Refining Influence of Jesus’
Teachings on Ancient Rome

The gladiatorial games were very popular in pagan Rome and, unfortunately, they continued to be considered as the most fascinating
entertainment for its citizens even a century after Emperor Constantine issued the famous Edict of Milan in 312 A.D,, acknowledging
Christianity to be the religion of the state. The extreme violent and bloody nature of the games did not seem to bother the conscience
of the Romans even after their adoption of the Christian faith. The continuation of the games was justified by the fact that the gladiators
were slaves, prisoners and rebels who had the audacity to defy the authority of the empire. In other words, the lives of the men who
fought and died in the arena of the Colosseum were not regarded to be valuable.

A humble Christian, named Telemachus, who lived in the Eastern part of the Roman Empire, was so upset that he decided to take a
bold action to display his displeasure and fierce opposition to these gory games, with the intention of ending them for good because
they violated the teachings of Jesus Christ.

He traveled to Rome, and made his way to the Colosseum where 60,000 spectators had gathered to witness two. men fight until one
of them got killed. When the gladiators stepped into the arena, raised up their swords, and addressing the emperor shouted, “We who
are about to die, salute you," the assembled crowd roared their approval. At the end of the introductory ritual, the dramatic fight began.
Whenever a gladiator scored a hit against his opponent and drew some
blood, the excitement of the spectators intensified and they began yelling
'Finish him off!

At that time, Telemachus got up from his seat, ran into the arena and
separated the two fighters by standing between them. Facing the hostile
crowd, he shouted at the top of his voice, “In the name of Jesus Christ, |
implore you to stop this monstrosity that contradicts the message of the
Gospel.’ Telemachus was right because Jesus recognizes the intrinsic value of
all human life.

The crowd became enraged at Telemachus because he tried to spoil their
entertainment. They began shouting obscenities at him and urged the
gladiators to kil the intruder and continue with their fight. The brave Christian
stood his ground and refused to budge from his position. At this crucial
junction, scores of spectators rushed into the arena and one of them stabbed
Telemachus with a dagger, and thus silenced the voice of a courageous
Christian.

The martyrdom of Telemachus and the message that he had proclaimed prior
to his demise, had such a tremendous impact on Emperor Honorius, that he
got up and returned to his palace without watching the conclusion of the
game. The majority of the spectators followed the example of their emperor
and returned to their homes after realizing the hideous character of their
prized entertainment.

The next day, Emperor Honorius issued a decree that outlawed the
gladiatorial games. During the year 404 A.D,, an established Roman tradition
was abolished due to the positive influence of the Christian faith. The
Romans who for centuries had cherished the gladiatorial games, finally
developed a revulsion against them because a simple Christian exposed their
incompatibility with the sublime moral and ethical standards that Jesus has
set for Hus followers. The advent of Christ has chipped away at the disgusting
and barbaric pagan customs until they were banned and eventually
demolished.
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In the bulb, there is a flower There’s a song in every silence In our end is our beginning

In the seed, an apple tree Seeking word and melody In our time, infinity

In cocoons, a hidden promise There’s a dawn in every darkness In our doubt, there is believing
Butterflies will soon be free Bringing hope to you and me In our life, eternity

In the cold and snow of winter From the past will come the future In our death, a resurrection
There’s a spring that waits to be What it holds, a mystery At the last, a victory
Unrevealed until its season Unrevealed until its season Unrevealed until its season

Something God alone can see Something God alone can see Something God alone can see

Two Parables

By Rev. Dr. Avedis Boynerian

“The Kingdom of Heaven is like a mustard seed and Yeast.”
- Matthew 13:31a, 33a

As we reflect on two of Jesus’ parables—two very short stories with
very profound messages, we realize that they both speak about the
Kingdom of God—where God rules and reigns.

Jesus was a Master Teacher. He taught in many places and in many
ways. Here, in Matthew 13:31-35, we see Him teaching through
parables.

What is a parable! A parable is a simple story used to illustrate a
moral or spiritual truth. Jesus was a brilliant storyteller. He could
capture the attention of large crowds with everyday stories that
revealed eternal truths.

Whenever Jesus talked about the Kingdom of God, He spoke about
God’s nature, values, and the principles that govern His rule. And
when He wanted people to truly understand, He used stories—
parables—to make His message stick.

Many people ask: What is God like? What is His Kingdom like? What does it mean to live as a Christian? What will
God’s judgment be like? Jesus answered these questions—again and again—through parables. Let’s now look at the
two parables:

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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1. The Parable of the Mustard Seed (vv. 31-32)

Jesus says the Kingdom of God is like a mustard seed—
the smallest seed His listeners could visualize. A man
takes this tiny seed and plants it in a field. In time, it
grows into a tree so large that birds come and perch on
its branches.

The Kingdom of God, Jesus teaches, may start very
small—but it does not stay small. It grows, it expands
and it impacts lives. It changes hearts and its influence
reaches farther than we can imagine.
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The Moral Lesson: Small things can grow into
something great. The Kingdom may start with just a
word, a prayer, a faithful act, but over time, it bears great
fruit. It transforms lives, families, and even nations.

2. The Parable of the Yeast (v. 33)

Here, Jesus compares the Kingdom of God to a lump of
yeast which, unlike a seed, it does not grow. Instead, it
spreads. It permeates the dough and transforms it from
the inside out. Yeast works slowly, often invisibly, but its
effect is powerful and lasting. Just a little yeast can make
a whole batch of dough rise. We are called to influence
the world around us, not by overpowering it, but by
permeating it with the love and truth of Jesus.

We are to be in contact with the world without
becoming like the world. We are to transform the
culture of our environment, not to be molded by it.

We live in an age of impatience. The microwave oven
may be the invention that most perfectly represents our
culture—we want everything fast. However, we know
that spiritual growth and the impact of God’s Kingdom
often take time. That’s why Jesus reminds us to be
patient and trust in God’s timing.

3. Meaning and Application

These two short parables contain a deep meaning

for our Christian faith and lives. Jesus compares the
Kingdom of God to a mustard seed and to yeast—two
small things that bring about powerful results. So, what
do these parables teach us?

*  Faith may begin small, but it grows when it is
planted by God in our hearts.

e God’s work often begins quietly, even invisibly, but
its effects are farreaching.
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¢ Our Christian life should influence every part
of our being. No area of our life should remain
untouched by our faith in Jesus.

Here are few examples that show the power of our faith

in God:

¢ Daniel and his three friends remained faithful to
God even when they were placed under immense
pressure from a powerful king.

¢ Vartan Mamigonian and the Armenian nation
chose to retain their faith and identity even when it
meant facing death.

¢ Today’s persecuted believers remain faithful to
God and worship Him despite the risks. Like the
mustard seed and the yeast, they are germinating
quietly and growing steadily.

Jesus wants us to live out our faith with perseverance,
courage, and commitment. Our faith is meant to shape
our values, our choices, our relationships, our work, our
speech and our behavior.

We are called to permeate the world, not to be
permeated by it. That’s why, before going to the cross,
Jesus prayed for His disciples and for us: “That they (the
disciples) be not of the world, even as I am not of it”

(John 17:16).

We must not isolate ourselves from the world. If we do,
how can we influence it? We must be in the world, but
not of the world. Sometimes we wonder: Am [ making
any difference’

Jesus reminds us that even small acts of faith can

have a great impact for the Kingdom. When we look
around, we may feel discouraged by what we observe:
Do we see more good or more evil? Are Christians
exerting a strong influence on their societies or are they
compromising their principles? Does evil seem to be
winning the battle! Don’t be discouraged but remember
the following truths:

¢ The mustard seed was hidden in the ground.

¢ The yeast was hidden in the dough. Yet, both
brought about a great transformation. The
Kingdom of God—where God rules and reigns—may
seem small and insignificant at first, but it grows,
and nothing can stop its constant growth.

So, let’s begin doing our assigned task. Let’s be mustard
seeds and yeast. Let’s influence the world from the
inside out by our unshakable faith, perseverance in
righteous living and total commitment to Jesus Christ.

By Catherine Momjian-Preuhs

This year, we remember a council that took place 1,700 years ago
and still shapes how we practice and affirm our faith. What does a
council that took place almost two millennia ago have to do with our
Christian faith today? Let us first understand why the council was
convened and how its conclusions are still affirmed.

From May until July of 325, bishops, convened by the Emperor
Constantine I, gathered in Nicaea (modern-day Iznik, Turkey) to
hold the first Council of Nicaea, the first council of the Christian
Church. This council sought to address the Arian heresy, which was
quickly gaining traction in Christian communities, concerning the
nature of Christ and the three persons of the Trinity. The heretical
teaching originated in the Eastern Church, taught by Arius of
Alexandria. Arius held firmly to the conviction that Christ was not
divine in the same way as God the Father, but was created and thus
not of the same substance as the Father. As the Arian heresy grew,
it reached a boiling point for the larger Church community because
it called into question the most fundamental claims of the Gospel
message: Can we be saved by Christ’s death on the cross and His
resurrection if He doesn’t fully share the same divine essence that the

Father has?

In light of this threat to the larger church, about three hundred
bishops, along with other delegates, began their debates in Nicaea to
respond to this heresy. The council drew members of

participation far from its own geographical context. Within those
represented, it is theorized that Aristakes, son of Gregory the
[lluminator, represented the Armenian Church during the debates.
The Council and its significance are mentioned in the writings of
Moses of Khoren and Agathangelos, famous writings of ancient
Armenian history. Thus, we can see how Armenia’s presence shaped
the earliest articulation of Christian faith and doctrine.

The Nicene Creed and the
Armenian Faith Today
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Icon depicting Constantine the Great, accompanied by the bishops of the First
Council of Nicaea (325), holding the Niceno-Constantinopolitan Creed of 381.

Over the course of two months, the bishops, famously led by Athanasius of Alexandria, were tasked with debating
and constructing a document that could fully encapsulate the essence of the Christian faith while simultaneously
responding to and condemning heretical beliefs. The resultant creed was written in Greek and included the
addition of a nonscriptral word used to describe the unity between the Son and the Father: homoousios (“of

one substance”). The result of the council, the Nicene Creed, is the only ecumenical creed that is accepted as
authoritative by the Eastern Orthodox, Anglican, Roman Catholic, and major Protestant churches. In this creed,
the church doubled down on its conviction that Jesus, the Son of God, shares in the fullness of the mystery of
God’s uncreated nature and assures us that our hope in salvation is not in vain. By the Son sharing the same
substance as the Father, we can be sure that the Son's act in salvation was the same Son who created us in the

beginning.

As for Armenians, it reminds us of our long-held connections and continual discourse within the larger Christian
community, which remains to this day. Much like our collaboration with the universal church, in rejecting this
heresy and preserving the significance of Christ's work on the cross, Armenians across the globe speak in unison on
the importance of this event for our traditions. This foundational document reminds us that we inherit a faith and
ecclesial tradition passed down by the faithful witness of the historical church. As we recite the creed, we echo the

voices of those who gathered in Nicea 1,700 years ago.
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The stars were shining brightly over the sleepy town of
Bethlehem when a multitude of angels appeared in the stillness
of the night. Their jubilant singing, “Glory to God in the highest,
and on earth peace, to good men” (Luke 2:14) suddenly filled
the heavens, falling on the unexpected ears of the shepherds
who were tending their flock by night. The angels praised God
through song and proclaimed this wonderful news. Although
startled by this announcement, the shepherds were prompted
to seek the Christ Child and be among the first to rejoice at His
birth. This bucolic nativity scene with the addition of the wise
men, has been the topic of Christmas carols for many years.

This earliest hymn of praise and proclamation sung on the first
Christmas has inspired many composers to extol this sacred
night. Since the birth of the Christ Child, composers have taken
different aspects of this humble yet prophetic event and have
penned carols emphasizing the hope of salvation achieved
through the Babe. These Christmas carols have, indeed, served
as a template for ensuing Christmas compositions sung in our
churches, concert halls, and homes. For it is in the traditional
Christmas carols that we emulate the angels and sing praises to
God and proclaim good tidings to all.
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Carols, A Unique Song Form

Throughout the centuries, Christians have celebrated the birth
of Christ by singing carols that have covered different aspects
of the holy birth. Composers have used this humble yet critical
event in history to highlight the significance of the infant

who will grow up to touch lives and revolutionize the world.
Before delving into the Christmas carols, let us first discuss the
development of the carol, a unique song form.

The word "carol” is usually used to refer to religious Christmas
songs. In the medieval period, the term had roots in secular
music, referring to a circle dance accompanied by singing.
Over the years, this form evolved and by the 15th century, the
dance component had been eliminated. It is important to note
that during the early stages of this musical form, carols were
not associated with Christmas. However, as the form changed,
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Shifts of Perspective in
Christmas Carols & Songs

By Doris Melkonian & Arda Melkonian

so did its purpose. This change was brought about with the
involvement of the clergy who used the carol as a vehicle to tell
the nativity story in Latin during church service.

Events in church history negatively impacted their production,
usage and inclusion. The first was the English Reformation (16th
century) in which clerics were dispersed from monasteries and
were no longer able to compose carols. The second was the
Puritan rise to power (17th century), which stifled Christmas
celebrations, considered unscriptural and leading to sinful
behavior. The rigidity of the fifteenth and sixteenth centuries
gave way to the leniency and incorporation of hymns in the
English church services of the eighteenth century. A new form
of hymns appeared penned by such notable church leaders as
Isaac Watts and Charles Wesley. Their hymns about Christmas
came to be known as “carols.’ New hymns on Christmas themes
continued to be composed well into the nineteenth century. The
twentieth century saw the secularization of Christmas songs, a
major shift, as the themes shift away from the nativity story to
more worldly themes. These secular songs grew in popularity
and became part of the Christmas canon.

This article will be divided into two main sections: traditional
carols and secular Christmas songs.

Traditional carols (8th/9th century to 19th century)

Secular Christmas songs

Early secular Christmas songs

Mid-20th Century secular Christmas songs

Late 20th/Early 21st Century Secular Christmas Songs

For each category, we have selected a few popular works that
are representative of the group.

Traditional Carols

Traditional carols focus on the nativity story with the intent to
proclaim the good news of Christ’s birth and praise God. These
carols have become a central part of our Christmas traditions
for generations. For the purposes of this discussion, we will
take a closer look at four traditional carols and examine their
style, message and form: Hark! The Herald Angels Sing, 0 Come,
0 Come Emmanuel, 0 Holy Night, and The First Noel. Although
these carols share the same source of inspiration, they are
nonetheless unique as they emphasize different aspects of the

nativity story.

Hark! The Herald Angels Sing (18th Century)

The beloved carol, Hark! The Herald Angeles Sing was
written by the prolific hymn writer, Charles Wesley
(1707-1788), the younger brother of John Wesley, co-
founders of the Methodist movement. Their deep-rooted
faith is evident in this theologically rich carol penned
by Charles. The carol is in three stanzas and presents
the miraculous birth of the Savior while underscoring
God's salvation made possible through only the Christ
Child: "born that man no more may die, born to raise
the sons of earth, born to give us second birth." Wesley
artfully incorporates the different names given to Jesus:

na

“the newborn King," “the everlasting Lord," “offspring
of the virgin's womb," “Godhead,’ “the incarnate deity;’
“our Immanuel,’ “heaven-born Prince of Peace,’ “Sun
of Righteousness,” intertwining the divine with the
human. These references to Christ permeate the carol,

reinforcing theology through song.

The music for this carol was composed by the renowned
composer, Felix Mendelssohn (1809-1847). Originally, the
tune was part of his “"Gutenberg Cantata” which he had
composed for the 400th anniversary of the Gutenberg
printing press.

The merging of Charles Wesley's lyrics and Felix Mendelssohn's
melody, created decades apart, in Hark! The Herald Angeles
Sing, has produced a carol that has remained in the Christmas
canon due to its theologically rich message reinforced with an
upbeat, joyous melody.

0 Come, 0 Come Emmanuel (Veni, Veni, Emmanuel) (8th/9th
Century)

This Latin hymn is the output of monastic life dating back to

the 8th or 9th century. The author unknown, has based the text
on Matthew 1:23: “The virgin will conceive and give birth to a
son, and they will call him Immanuel.’ This short verse has an
enormous impact. It underscores that God, from his heavenly
throne, became like us, a human. He did this through a modest
means in a humble setting. Throughout the carol, we encounter
different names attributed to the Christ Child. The name,
“Emmanuel” meaning "God with us," is one of the most common
names attributed to Christ. In addition, several names that are
derived from the Old Testament punctuate the carol, such as:
“Rod of Jesse, Day-spring, Key of David, Bright and Morning Star.’
These names connect the Old Testament prophecy with the New
Testament fulfillment. “God with us” is a fundamental concept
that is reinforced through this ancient carol.

0 Come, 0 Come Emmanuel was translated from Latin to English
by John Mason Neale and Henry Sloane Coffin in the 1850s. It

is a simple yet profound carol in a minor key with rhythmic
melody that creates an aura of mystery. The Gregorian chant-
like melody permeates throughout the carol, reminiscent of
monastic worship. The solemn steady tempo, slowly moving the
music along, allows one to contemplate the message imbedded
in this carol, an invitation for Christ to enter our hearts and lives.

It is a beautiful and simple carol that penetrates our hearts.

0 Holy Night (719th Century)

0 Holy Night, originally titled Cantique de Noél, is one of the
most powerful Christmas carols written. It explores themes
beyond the nativity story and contends with one of the complex
societal problems of the day - slavery. Composed during a

time when slavery was still legal in France and the United
States, the author's abolitionist views are intertwined in this
Christmas carol. The imagery of chains restricting one's freedom
being broken by Christ is clear in the following line: “Chains
shall He break, for the slave is our brother, and in His name

all oppression shall cease!" What we encounter in this carol

is two differing themes juxtaposed against each other: hope
and joy with the birth of the Christ Child and despair at the
dehumanization of individuals in the form of slavery.

The classic carol, 0 Holy Night, originates from a French poem,
Minuit, chretiens (1847), by Placide Cappeau. The message of
the nativity story, drawn from the Gospel of Luke, is presented
from the perspective of the observer who is bearing witness
to this miraculous event. The poem is set to music by Adolphe
Adam, a famous opera composer of the time.

This beautiful Christmas carol, sung softly and slowly, describes
the character of Christ and his work of salvation. In response to
Christ’s gift of salvation, we are commanded to demonstrate our
humility and fall on our knees and worship the Christ Child born
to save us.

The First Noel or The First Nowell (74th Century)

The title word “Noel" or "Nowell" means the first birthday. It is
derived from the Latin, natalis, and from the French, noél, both
referring to the joyous birth of Christ. Noél, meaning Christmas,

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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is often sung in carols during Christmastime.

This traditional carol has English origin and was published

in 1823. The nativity story unfolds through the navigational

star, moving from the annunciation of the birth of Christ to the
shepherds, to leading the wise men journeying from afar. The
“star shining in the East” guides both, the shepherds and the
three wise men to Bethlehem to seek the Christ Child. The wise
men enter the place where the Christ Child lay and offer their
gifts. The carol ends with an invitation to sing praises to the
Lord for shedding his blood to save us (“with his blood mankind
hath bought").

Summary of Traditional Carols

Carols like Hark! The Herald Angels Sing, 0 Come, 0 Come
Emmanuel, 0 Holy Night, and The First Noél, and many others
make explicit, repeated references to the nativity scene and
other events related to the birth of Jesus Christ. These carols are
written in a major key, with the exception of 0 Come, 0 Come
Emmanuel, which is in the key of e minor.

The carols, although composed in different time periods and
different countries, are similar in their tunes and themes.

The music of these carols tends to be solemn as they invite
reflection about the birth of Christ. The pace is appropriate for
telling about the work of salvation that began in the manger. The
words of the Gospel come to life in these traditional Christmas
carols. They contain common elements of the nativity story
(Bethlehem, the angels, the guiding star, the virgin mother, the
shepherds, occasionally the three kings). Interestingly, Joseph is
never mentioned.

Early Secular Christmas Songs

We selected two works from the early secular Christmas songs:
Deck the Halls and The 12 Days of Christmas for inclusion in this
section. These songs reflect the cultural themes and customs
associated with the Christmas holiday of that particular period.

Deck the Halls (76th century)

Deck the Halls is a traditional Christmas carol that makes
reference to secular traditions of Christmas such as decorating
the house, singing, and celebrating the new year. Its melody is
Welsh, from the sixteenth century and the lyrics were written

in the 19th century by Scottish musician Thomas Oliphant. It

is a carol about singing (“fa-la-la-la-1a") and is one of the first
Christmas party songs.

The 12 Days of Christmas (17th early/18th century)

The 12 Days of Christmas is one of the earliest secular Christmas
songs dating from the 17th/18th Century. The title of the song,
The 12 Days of Christmas refers to the time between the birth

of Christ and Epiphany. However, the lyrics do not mention
Jesus nor any religious themes. Many years ago, the twelve
days of Christmas was a period of both secular and religious
celebrations. The traditions associated with the twelve days of
Christmas have, for the most part, been forgotten in the United
States.

Summary of Early Secular Christmas Songs
These secular carols, Deck the Halls and The 12 Days of
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Christmas, differ from the Christian-themed ones in their
musical and linguistic features. Both are written in major keys
and in 4/4 time signature, which is extremely danceable and
the most common time signature in dance music. The melodies
are upbeat and happy, and the rhythms are faster, making them
suitable for dancing. The Christian-themed carols tend to be
slower and somber, and certainly not meant to be danceable.

Carols in this category feature secular celebrations of the
season such as decorating the house, eating and drinking,
dancing, and exchanging gifts. In the two carols mentioned
above, Deck the Halls and The 12 Days of Christmas, and others,
Jesus is not mentioned. These carols celebrate the festive
season with no religious references.

Mid-20th Century Secular Christmas Songs

The majority of secular Christmas songs still popular in the
United States today were written in the 1940s and 1950s.
Common themes for these songs were wishing people a “Merry
Christmas,” being home for the holidays, and having fun and
partying at Christmastime.

I'll Be Home for Christmas, Bing Croshy (7943)

This song was composed during World War Il and articulates
the wishes of a soldier who longs to be home at Christmas. In a
letter to his family, he informs them that he will be coming home
and instructs them to prepare for his arrival. The last line of the
song tells us that being home isn't going to be a reality after all
("'l be home for Christmas, if only in my dreams”). The song has
wide appeal to soldiers and civilians, all who are separated from
loved ones during the holidays.

It's Beginning to Look a Lot Like Christmas, Perry Como (7951)
The lyrics describe the start of the holiday season. The entire
community is getting ready for the holidays with references to
toys in the stores, homes being decorated, and Christmas trees
in the hotel and park. The song describes the excitement of
preparing for Christmas.

Rockin’ Around the Christmas Tree, Brenda Lee (7958)

This upbeat, secular song is extremely suitable for dancing. Its
catchy tune makes it easy to sing along with. The lyrics speak
about the Christmas spirit, caroling and being jolly, and dancing
merrily.

Summary of Mid-20th Century Secular Christmas Songs
Common themes in these Christmas songs are home, Santa,
snow, being in love, and partying. Much of the Christmas music

produced in this period contains nostalgic themes of coming
home for Christmas, of missing loved ones at Christmas, of
longing for past Christmases. Other secular songs are winter-
related, playing in the snow and going sleighing. In addition to
Santa Claus, mythical characters such as Rudolph the Red-
Nosed Reindeer and Frosty the Snowman, among others were
added to the Western secular Christmas tradition during this
era. Almost all these songs are in a major key and in 4/4 time.

Late 20th/Early 21st Century Secular Christmas Songs
The most recent secular Christmas songs All  Want For
Christmas, (Mariah Carey, 1994) and Mistletoe (Justin Beiber,
2011) contain romantic overtones. These songs tend to be love
songs, with Christmas merely as a backdrop.

All I Want for Christmas Is You, Mariah Carey (7994)

This upbeat, cheerful song has become a modern Christmas
standard. The song starts with soft chimes, with more
instruments gradually added, building up to Mariah Carey's
declaration that all she wants for Christmas is her love interest.

The singer does not want material gifts for Christmas. She is not
interested in “the presents underneath the Christmas tree," or
making a list for Santa. She's not asking for much for Christmas.
She says:

| just want you for my own
More than you could ever know
Make my wish come true

All I want for Christmas is you

Part of the appeal of All | Want For Christmas Is You is the
multiple secular Christmas references throughout the song
(“presents underneath the Christmas tree,’ “hang my stocking
upon the fireplace,’ “Santa,” “snow," “mistletoe,’ “North Pole,’

“Saint Nick," “reindeer,’ “sleigh bells"). Again, there is no
connection with the birth of the Christ Child.

Mistletoe, Justin Bieber (2071)

This Christmas song references several secular Christmas
themes—snow, mistletoe, chestnuts, Santa, reindeer, and lights.
Holiday chimes in the background are musical indications that
this is a Christmas song.

The singer knows he should be playing in the snow but says
he'd rather be under the mistletoe (*| should be playing in the
winter snow, But I'ma be under the mistletoe").

The following verse contains a reference to characters in the
nativity story—the wise men:

Ayy, love, the wise men followed the star,
The way I followed my heart

And it led me to a miracle
‘Cause | am feeling one thing, your lips on my lips

He uses a theme from religious Christmas imagery—the
wise men, comparing the wise men following the star to
him following his heart. The miracle is not the birth of Christ
but his love interest’s lips on his lips, which make it a merry,
merry Christmas. Both secular and religious imagery is used
in this song, which is more of a love song, than a Christmas
song.

Summary of Secular Christmas Songs

An interesting shift in perspective has been noted by scholars in
secular Christmas songs, from songs about “Santa” to “Santa in
Love" to “Love” from 1930s to present. They point out that in the
1930s and 1940s, Christmas songs featured Santa (Santa Claus is
Coming to Town and Here Comes Santa Claus). In the 1950s, the
theme shifted to songs about Santa being in love (/ Saw Mommy
Kissing Santa Claus and Santa Baby). Starting in the 1970s,
Christmas songs were about love (All | Want For Christmas Is
You and Mistletoe).
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Conclusion

Drawing on perennial favorites from each era, we traced the
evolution of Christmas music from carols about the nativity
of Jesus Christ to secular songs about fictional characters,
celebrating the holidays at home with family and friends, and
finding love during Christmas.

Christmas carols composed prior to the 20th century were of
a religious nature, describing the birth of Jesus Christ from
different perspectives of the main characters in the nativity
story. Later secular Christmas songs replaced the Christian
message with elements of modern Christmas traditions of
Western society, and have become Christmas classics.

Whatever the origin and themes of Christmas music, they
make us pause and celebrate the birth of Christ through song.
Christmas carols have endured because they are essential in
creating and enhancing this season of anticipation, hope, and
joy. These carols intensify our enjoyment of the season and
provide a vehicle for collectively celebrating the birth of the
Messiah.
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For we are to God the pleasing aroma of Christ...To
the one we are an aroma that brings death; to the
other, an aroma that brings life.

- 2 Corinthians 2:15-16

Two thousand years ago, the Light entered the
world and unsettled the religious establishment,
exposing the rot hidden beneath their rhetoric
and practices. Enraged, they crucified Him. That
same Light still exposes our sin today. How do we
respond?

Light is both a blessing and a condemnation—
like Paul’s metaphor of the “aroma of Christ,”
which brings death to some and life to others

(2 Corinthians 2:15). Essential for living, light
also exposes what we would rather keep hidden,
and our response to what it reveals determines
whether it blesses or condemns us.

But isn’t The Light good?

Absolutely. Light is gopod—God created it and
declared it so (Genesis 1:3). It enables us to see,
read, and live with clarity. Scripture also uses
“light” metaphorically: Jesus, the Light of the
world, reveals the Father—“Anyone who has seen
me has seen the Father” (John 14:9). As the Word,
He is our guide, “a lamp unto my feet and a light
unto my path” (Psalm 119:105).

So why are people annoyed by the Light?

Because Light exposes. It reveals human
depravity and sin. Scripture describes God’s
Word as “sharper than any double-edged sword,”
penetrating to judge “the thoughts and attitudes
of the heart” (Hebrews 4:12). Jesus confronted
hypocrisy, greed, and the lust for power. He
likened the Pharisees to “whitewashed tombs”
that look clean outside but are full of death within
(Matthew 23:27). He accused them of cleaning the
outside of the cup while leaving the inside full of
greed and self-indulgence.

Ouch. That stings.
Yes, Light hurts. It is like pouring alcohol on
an open wound. The pain of exposure was so
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The Inconvenient Light

By Harout Nercessian, AMAA Canada Representative and Global Field Director

unbearable that the religious leaders conspired to
silence Jesus on a cross.

But weren’t the Pharisees pious men?

Indeed. Meticulously devoted to the laws and
traditions built around the Torah, many still
exploited religion for personal gain. Jesus noted,
“Everything they do is done for people to see.”
They relished seats of honor, loud prayers, and
moral superiority—even boasting over sinners
like the tax collector (Luke 18:11). The material
benefits and thrill of status proved irresistible,
as the pleasure of standing above the common
people was too good to surrender.
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And His disciples?

Jesus’ disciples were not immune to the allure

of power and glory either. At the Last Supper,
even as Jesus spoke of His impending suffering,
the dazzle of future ministerial posts in God’s
Kingdom filled their imagination, and they
quarreled over which of them was greatest (Luke
22:24). In response, the Light reminded them that
true greatness is found in service: “the greatest
among you should be like the youngest, and the
one who rules like the one who serves” (Luke

22:26).

How about the early Christians?

First-century believers were a little different from
the pre-Pentecost disciples. For example, the
Corinthian church was rife with ego-driven sins.
Paul rebuked them as “worldly—mere infants

in Christ” (1 Corinthians 3:1). Jealousy and
quarreling divided them into factions—Paul,
Apollos, or others—turning loyalty into rivalry.
Spiritual gifts also became a source of pride, but

Paul cut through their boasting
with a stark reminder: “If I... do
not have love, I am nothing” (1
Corinthians 13:2).

But we, 21st-century Christians,
are better than the early
Christians. No?

This very question, however,
betrays a deep-seated boasting
over other Christians—an
attitude the Light would
rebuke."

In what ways might we seek glory
and honot?

Human nature has not changed.
Like in the first century, we still
find subtle ways to use religion
for self-promotion—often
without realizing it—taking
pride in preaching, teaching,
serving, or even claiming special
spiritual experiences. Few today
are as blatant as the Pharisees,
yet each of us carries a measure
of Pharisaism; the tyranny of

ego and the lure of material gain  William Holman Hunt, The Light of the World, between 1851

still shape our motives more and 1852. Keble College.

than we admit.

How can I know if I am being influenced by money
and my ego?

This is a question every believer must ask.

Honest self-reflection—guided by a few searching
questions—can help uncover hidden motives.

+ HowdoI react when I am turned down for a
church role?

+  How do I feel when the pastor forgets to
thank me for helping in the kitchen?

+ Do I sometimes quote Scripture in
conversation more to display my spirituality
than to edify others?

+  What truly drives me to share stories of
answered prayers—egratitude to God, or the
subtle desire to be admired?

+ For those serving in full-time Christian
ministry, how much of what we say and do
is driven by genuine devotion to Christ, and
how much is colored by career considerations?

Pharisaism has its lighter versions, too. Pastors
may quietly take pride in the size of their
congregations. Evangelists may slip in the number
of their converts. Even the casual phrase, “This

morning, the Lord gave me
this message to preach,”
can mask a longing for
recognition.

The line between genuine
gratitude and fishing for
esteem is thin. When I say,
“Praise God, our Sunday
attendance passed 300,” am
I truly giving glory to God—
or angling for recognition?
Perhaps a little of both.

Is it wrong for me to feel
good about myself?

There is nothing inherently
wrong with feeling good
about our spiritual gifts or
biblical knowledge. God
wants us to be confident in
who He made us to be.

But we set ourselves up
for disappointment when
our well-being depends
on the opinions of fallible
humans—opinions that
are fickle, mistaken, and
sometimes hypocritical.
Instead, God calls us to root our security in His
eternal love, grounded in the truth that we are
created in His image. In His eyes, we are infinitely
precious, regardless of what others think.

Depending on human approval is a mark of
spiritual immaturity, as Paul writes: “If I were still
trying to please people, I would not be a servant of

Christ” (Galatians 1:10).

Yes, we should feel good about ourselves—not
because we pray, sing, give, write, cast out demons,
or preach better than others, but because our
“names are written in heaven” (Luke 10:20).

How then should we respond to the Light that came
into the world?

As uncomfortable as the Light may be, we serve
ourselves best when we welcome it—especially
when it exposes our flaws and humbles us before
ourselves. Embracing the Light requires courage:
the courage to face, admit, confess, and correct
our sins. It means allowing Christ to shine

into the deepest parts of our hearts and minds,
uncovering fears, insecurities, jealousy, hypocrisy,
and pride.

When we wholeheartedly embrace the Light, He

transforms us towards fulfilling His word: “You
are the light of the world” (Matthew 5:14).
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A Baby Who Changed the
Lives of People

By Rev. Dr. Vahan H. Tootikian, Executive Director, AEWC

During the Karabagh war against the Azeris in the 2020s, a little Armenian lad stood for a minute gazing
at a photograph of his father who was away at war. Then the boy turned to his mother and said, “I

wish father would step out of the picture.” That little boy expressed, in his own way, one of the deepest
longings of the human heart.

Since time immemorial, people have believed in God in their own ways. They have observed His
handiwork in nature. He created the universe, and in many ways, it is a picture of Him. But all pictures
are inadequate. They convey an image, but cannot carry on a relationship. How much better it would be
if God would step out of the picture and communicate with people face to face.

That is exactly what God did two thousand years ago on the first Christmas. In the person of a little baby,
God stepped out of the picture. As the Gospel puts it “The Word became flesh and made his dwelling
among us. We have seen his glory, the glory of the One and Only, who came from the Father, full of grace
and truth” (John 1:14).

Nowhere in the world religions, other than Christianity, is there an equivalent assertion of divinity
entering human time and space as He did on that first Christmas. The Transcendent, Omnipotent Deity
became human. In Apostle Paul’s words, “He took
' | . upon Himself the form of a servant, being born in
a:t S w a:t C rl‘s*t rcaee the likeness of men” (Phil. 2:7). Here is the heart of
g the Christian faith: God became man in order to set
free the sinful humanity from the bondage of sin; in

w a:n-t S. \)—( e w an-t S OUr Qwrt S. " order to be a bridge between heaven and earth.

Christmas is the celebration of God’s incarnation,
His coming into the world. Incarnation is the theological word to describe God born into human form.
No longer is God just a topic of speculation in theological circles. God has come to us in human form,
as a human being just like you and me. God who is a Spirit—a concept which is completely beyond our
comprehension—became someone we can talk to and walk with.

Yes, Christmas is the celebration of the time when God reached out for man through a Babe in a manger.

It is also the celebration of God’s presence with us here and now. “They shall call his name Emmanuel—
God with us.”

Through the Babe of Bethlehem, God made Himself available to us all. We no longer have to worship
God from afar. He is now available to us in the person of Jesus Christ.

God’s coming to us in Jesus Christ is the greatest news and the greatest gift to mankind. But the greatest
news and the greatest gift is not necessarily received by all in the same manner. For example, on the first
Christmas, the news of Christ’s coming to the world was received joyfully by the Magi, “the wise men of
the East,” but was not received the same way by King Herod of Judea.

It is interesting to note, also, that the good news of the coming of Christ could not be confined within
the limits of one nation. Thus, far to the east, men who were studying the stars observed a strange
phenomenon in the sky which brought them to Judea in search of a newborn king. They are most widely
and commonly known as “The Wise Men.”

The Wise Men who came in search of Christ went straight to the capital city of Jerusalem, knocked on
the door of King Herod of Judea and inquired about the newborn king. That would be the logical place to
begin. But their calculations proved to be false; he wasn’t there. Not that he was all that far away—he was
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about six miles down the
road in the little town of
Bethlehem. Eventually,
however, they found
Him, bowed down and
worshipped Him.

That was not the case
with King Herod. When
he heard the news of
the newborn king, “he
was disturbed and all
Jerusalem with him”
(Matthew 2:3). A king
upset by a baby. Cradle
power unnerving

a throne! A cradle

that rocked a throne!
Usually, kings are
troubled by people who
are capable of organizing
an insurrection, or
mounting public
indignation, or enemy
troops camped along a
border. But a newborn
child? This is curious

indeed.

Herod was the puppet

king of Judea. He had

been placed there by

Rome in return for keeping
peace in the province. He was not a prominent
king. His territory was relatively small. He is
described as cruel, crafty, passionate and intensely
suspicious. He had his wife (and later their two
sons) put to death. To ensure mourning in the
land when he died, he had some Jews rounded

up with orders that when he died they should be
killed also. Hence, it comes as no surprise that in
an almost matter-of-fact way Herod decreed that
all male children two years old and under should
be slain.

Herod’s troubled nature can be understood

by the fact that he lived a life under the threat
ofthe future. He did not want any rivalry. The
“newborn king,” he thought, could be a threat
to him. Little did Herod know, however, that
the Babe of Bethlehem did not want to replace
him and become the puppet king of Judea. He
was after something much greater than that.
His kingdom was the human heart. He wanted
the voluntary loyalty and devotion of all people
everywhere. That is still his purpose today.

The Wise Men found Jesus because they kept
their hearts in tune and kept on looking for Him,
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Giotto di Bondone, The Adoration of the Magi, ca. 1320. The Metropolitan Museum of Art,

and finally the star of Bethlehem led them to
their real destination. After they found Him, they
presented their gifts, and “having been warned in
a dream not to go back to Herod, they returned to
their country by another route.” In fact, not only
did they change the direction of their route, they
also changed the direction of their lives. They
were not the same people anymore. The Babe of

Bethlehem had changed them.

When we think of the wonder of Christmas and
what God did for us, it makes us want to do
something in return. The poet wrote: “What can
I give Him poor as [ am? If [ were a shepherd,

I’d give him a lamb; If I were a wise man, I'd do
my part; I'll give him my heart.” That’s what
Christ really wants. He wants our hearts. When
we receive God’s gift and respond properly, only
then will we fully understand the meaning of
Christmas, and rightly proclaim:

“Kristos dzenav yév haidnétzav; tzézi, mézi médz
avedis.” Christ is born and revealed; good tidings
to you and to us.
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By Rev. Hovhannes Hovsepyan
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Epluny(e bp (U Qwe. 28:24, Udnu 6:4, Uwndnu
50:9, Ywywynpubip 11:31): Uw swhwytyp Ep vh
pwUh phuwulniihg. bwfu' YEunwupubph Jwpdup
obpdnc@niup pwpwguncd bp ypnicup, Bpp gnepy Ep
npuncd, A fEunwuhubpp wpdbpwynp Bhu wyn,
qupwdwopowunid b wyn dwdwuwlwhwipwdnid
wyypnn hwuwpwlne@jwl hwdwp, nLugph puip
wwhbu wywhndnud Ep gnnni@yniupg, b, h dtpen,
lEunwuhubph gndwnpp gnpdwdynud Ep npwybu
Junbihp Yepwlnip wwyppwupbine hwdwp (Ggblht
415):

2wwlu it wnweh hwplyh Jh hwgpdwd®
pupbpny Yuid uwwpuiptpny wuwipdws,
wnwUduwgyned Ep YEunwupubph hwdwp: Wu
pwdwUyned Ep djncu ublywljubphg uniubpny, npnup
wwhned Ehu Epypnpn hwplh wnwugpunp: dppu
huwpp Eppbd'u Jepwdyned Ep hjncpwublywlh:
buly duncpubipp undnpwpwp pEnunpdned Bhu wyn
uncutph Jhole:
Wbypuwpuwiths p it Ajncpuubljwlp Uweyph ndup,
Epp wunwd E, np ybin squpudbg Upwug hwdwp:
Uwpnwhwdwph wywypdwnny PEE-EHEUh giukpp
pwgb| Ehu hptug nnutpp Ainghg Elwdubph
hwdwp: 2ndubthhu L Uwphwdhu fjncppulugnn
(il Apncpuubwlu wpnbu gpwnbgyws bp
CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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wy| wyglncutiph Ynndhg: Niuph, 2ndutithh b
Uwphwdh hwdwp ypbn sknuy Ancpuutuwlyncd,

L ypwitpbpp, wdbuwu hwdwitwlwunc@jwdp,
Upwitg ypbnuynplg pupuublut ubuwlynu™

hp puywiuhph wunwdubph Ay Jhwuhu:
O'lunwpbpni@jwl wwhhu swy puwlwu &, np
Uwphwdhu wnwuduwgphu YEunwiupubph hwdwp
Uwfuwypbudwd pupwdpncd, huly dwiunlyh Sudbnig
hbyn wwnbgphu duncph dbe: Switipbpbipu wn pug
pUywiUhphg Ehu, b npuiuny £ pugwippynud wi
thwuyp, np wuhpwdtoy Ywhnypp sniubhu W duncpp
yppwdwnptighu 2huntupt wwnlbgubne hudwp:

Wu dhyppp hwugrugpnud | Uwle wju thwugp, np
Unuju wdbgpupwuncd” puph vwdwpwgne wnwlned,
wybpuwpuithsp JE wy) pwn b gnpdwdnud
Ancuwpbuncd wwiunnl, holuwuwpniu pwnh hudwp,
npu £ «mavdoxeiov» («Dulipbipubinu).

«&y Uh uwdwpuwgh, np Ewlwwwphnprned Ep, Ungu
ybnny Eywy, upwu pbuubind® gE-wg: Unypligwd,
Upw yippbipp uiylg' dnw 86 nu ghuh |gubny,
hp agpwuyph Ypw qubind” upwu h holiwlwginiu

- «mavdoxetov» («@uwlpbpubint») uupwy nc
fiuwdtg» (Lncywu 10: 33-34):

Wdbypwpuwpsp, pwgh Suncunh wwydnu@jw
hwypdwdhg, Ancpuubuywl pwnp gnpdwdnud

E Uwle pp wdbypwpuwth 22-pn gluncd, bpp

2puntup wwipdhpnud & wawltpgubipht qughlp
wwuyppwuybp: Ui hwpghu, @6 npypbin Ynigbu, np wju
wwyppwuybp, 2huntup wwipwufuwuncd k.

«by mwiimhpng"u Luul:lp. «Lwprwwbtyp ptiq wunwd
E. «Npybin B wju «katdAvpas («Rw(@winidwy)

-ofelwiup, np bu hd” wowlbpyiubph Aty
quipuilwit puphep whiph nupbiy: G Uw 8kq
hwpnupdwd Uh &S dEpuwginiu gnyg Yy
wjuypbin b juywyppuugpbips: Upwiup quwght, gypu,
huswtu np pptilg wuby Ep, ne quipluljuit puEphep
wwippwuypbights (ncjwu 22:10-13):

NepbdU 2huniup Sudbg ng @6 pwnuphg nnupu’
pwpuwdwynid jud wiunnnwd, w)| hwuwpul

Apbwlwu it U, npgitin Uwle duncp fuip
lEunwuhubph hwdwp: 2wdwuwpwn, wn
qnicup bwl pwpwudwydh dh hwgpdwdh Ypw Ep
funnigdwd:

Uhwju wyu YEpy Yupnn Bup Ubpnwpuwlne@niu
niublw| Uwy@tnup wdbypwpwuh hby: Bpp dngbipp
Ehwu Epypywabine, Upwiup swigkbght pwpwudwy
Yuwd wfunn: Lpwitp Eluwt gindu.

«&pp pinitu dypwil, piuwt Epbluwghu hp dnp!
Uwiphuwilh At L qpub puljubnd” Eplipuyugbighu
Upw: BY pwgbighu hpbug quiudbpp, Upwiu
pudwubp dwypnigbghu’ nulh, funpnil b quninus
(UwLpra'bnu 2:1):

Wuwhuny, Uuypdwdwpush Unipp OUunjul
wwypdni@jut Udwu pulwnudp Epptip sh
Uubdwguncd Wuypdn Npnnc 2huncu phuginup
funtwphniEjwdp woluwph quint thwuyp:

2huniup Suntunp piknh niubguy wwpg,

wn puiphly pltpuithph huplh pul: Lw sSug
Erwowynpwljuit wwiwpned, wy) Uh hwuwpwl quit
Uk opowywypdwd undnpwljwt dwpnluwugny®
gniyg qruny bp funtwphni@jniup: Fwquwdnpubph
(Gwqwynpp funbwphytg, Utq Udwulbg no Jbip Jte
huwjypugbg: Qupdn Npnhu Eywy woluwph, npybugh
thpynL@yniup hwuwtbih |hup pinpht’ wiuljwju
unghujwluit jupquidh&wlhg: Udtpwpuitbgubpp
huwypnil oboypned Bu wyu dhwuyp, npwyugh
putpgnnp bwl hwulwtw, np hpyne@niup ng

uh 8lny Yuiywd s& dwpnluyht nhpph Ay, wy
wdpnnowwbu Wugpdn sunphu : Upw funuwph
Suniunp dtq hpwdhpned &, np dbp upgbpp
nuwpdubup bp puwlwpwip, punniutup Lpw
thpyniEgniup b ppwlwit fuwnunne@yniu niubuwiup:

Wyuwbu JBUup upnn Bup hwulwuw) Unipp
O'uunjwit hpwljwu wwypdni@yncup, lEugppruwgus
duw| Unp bypwlwpwuncd Epyne wdbpwpwuutph
Ubplwjugpwd wwpdne@jwt dpw b puul) wiu
wyEpuwpwuhsutiph wsptipny” dkppwaquindting
ynnduwlh gpnieyniubph wgnbgni@jniuhg:

Ogunwgnpdywd gpuwlwuncpejul gwuly

gg%l{wc‘rwgm_m Uwunjwtu «unp Upwpwuny, Zht W Lnp binwwpwutbn, Zwjwunwuh Uunydwowuswiht puybpnpncy,
[o.:

Beitzel, B. J., &amp; Lyle, K. A. (Eds.). Lexham Geographic Commentary on the Gospels. Bellingham, WA: Lexham Press,

2016, Logos Bible software.

BaiIeBy.
2008, pp. 25-37.
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Kenneth. Jesus Through Middle Eastern Eyes: Cultural Studies in the Gospels. Downers Grove: Intervarsity Press,

Armenian Cultural Month

By Rev. Serop Megerditchian

In October, Armenians all over the world,
celebrate one of the most profound feasts in the
Armenian Church calendar: Holy Translators’
Day— the commemoration of our translators who
gave us not only the Word of God in our own
tongue, but also the gift of Christian civilization,
education, and identity.

In the 5th century, when many nations were still
without written Scriptures, Armenia—through

the dedicated and tireless efforts of Mesrop
Mashtots, Sahak Bartev, and their disciples—was
given a written alphabet, a translated Bible, and an
open door to the treasures of Christian faith and
learning. This was not just a cultural achievement;
it was a spiritual rebirth that shaped our people’s
destiny for centuries.

Today, we thank God for our translators and their
disciples—who gave us one of God’s greatest gifts:
the Bible in our own Armenian language.

To help us feel the weight of this feast, imagine
this:

A family sits at the dinner table, and the father

reads a letter from their beloved child who is away.
But the letter is in a foreign language, and no one
understands it. They hold it, they kiss it, they

know it is precious—

but they cannot hear the voice of their child.

This was Armenia before the 5th century. The Word
of God was there, but it was not yet in Armenian.

Then God raised Mesrop Mashtots and his companions.

They gave us an alphabet, and through it, a voice.
The Bible became our letter from God, spoken to us in
words we could understand.

That’s why we celebrate. That’s why we give thanks.

1. The Word of God in Our Own Language
We read in John 1:1 - “In the beginning was the Word,

L}
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Armenian Holy Translators' Day
The Word Became Light for the Nation
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Ghukas Chubaryan, Mesrop Mashtots (the inventor of the Armenian alphabet), 1962. Matenadaran. Photo: Arman Musikyan

and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.”
And in Psalm 119:105 - “Your word is a lamp to my feet
and a light to my path.”

The translators understood that without the Word of
God in one’s own heart language, the light of Christ
remains dim.

Mesrop Mashtots invented the Armenian alphabet not
as a tool for politics or commerce, but for salvation. His
goal was that Armenians might hear God’s voice in their
own language, that every child, every village, every city

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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and every congregation could say, “Christ speaks to me
in my language.”

This is what makes our faith deeply personal and
national: Armenians could read the Bible, sing the
Psalms, and understand the Gospel in Armenian.

Think of a dark mountain path. Without a lamp, every
step is dangerous; with a lamp, every step is safe. That
is what the Bible in Armenian did for our people- It lit
the path.

Before the invention of the alphabet, Armenians
depended on foreign tongues for worship. Christianity
risked being a borrowed faith. But with the alphabet
and translation of the Bible, faith became ours. It sank
deep into the soil of our nation.

2. Faith and Identity United
The Translators were not only linguists—they were
evangelists, teachers, and nation-builders.

When the Persians tried to impose Zoroastrianism in
the 5th century, the Armenians resisted. At the Battle of
Avarayr (451 AD), Vartan Mamigonian and his warriors
fought not only for land, but for the right to worship
Christ in their own faith and language. The cry of the
soldiers was: “For Faith and for Homeland!” Without
the work of the Translators, there would have been no
Armenian Christian identity to defend.

e  With the translation of the Scriptures, schools were
founded, monasteries became centers of learning,
and a national literature was born.

¢ The Armenian people, having accepted Christianity
in 301 AD, now found their faith rooted in their
very language.

¢ With the Bible came schools, culture, and
Armenian literature.

" tRe most (Precious g&ft The
Wor) 37( 90) iq/frm&nian. !

Let’s ask: In times of persecution—whether under
Persian, Arab, Ottoman, or Soviet rule—what preserved
the Armenian people? It was not weapons or wealth,
but the Word of God, the Armenian Church, and the
faith embedded in our sacred language. The Bible was
not just a spiritual book—it is the foundation of our
identity.

3. Scripture: The Foundation for Life

The apostle Paul says in 2 Timothy 3:16-17. “All
Scripture is God-breathed and useful for teaching,
rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness, so
that the servant of God may be thoroughly equipped
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for every good work.”

The Translators remind us that the Bible is not a book
to be admired, but a life to be lived.

They labored, fasted, and prayed so that generations
after them could live according to God’s Word.

They saw in the Scriptures the power to transform
families, strengthen faith, and guide a nation.

Today, the challenge for us is not the lack of access to
Scripture, but the lack of application. Many Armenians
display the Bible on a shelf as a decoration. Many
Armenians own a Bible, but few open it daily.

Many recite prayers, but few meditate on the Word.

The Translators gave us the tools for holiness—will we
use them? Owning a Bible but not reading it is like
owning medicine but never taking it. The Translators
prepared the medicine of eternal life for us, but it only
heals if we take it into our hearts, minds and souls. They
did not give their lives for producing a decoration; they
gave us the Bible so we might live by it.

4. Our Calling as Modern Translators
Holy Translators’ Day is not just about history or
honoring the past, it is also a call to action.

¢ Just as the Translators translated the Bible into
Armenian, we are called to “translate” the Gospel
into our daily lives, our culture, and our witness.

¢ Parents must translate the faith into the language of
their children’s hearts.

¢ The Church must translate the Gospel into words
of hope for a hurting and suffering world and
Christ’s love into service for the needy and the
marginalized.

¢ Each believer must translate the Good News into
deeds of love, mercy, compassion, and justice.

¢ In this way, you and I are the living translators of
Jesus Christ today.

Imagine a teacher who translates a complicated science
book into simple language for children. The goal is not
to show off knowledge, but to help the next generation
understand truth. In the same way, we are called to

be translators of the Gospel in today’s world. The
Translators translated the Bible into Armenian; we must
translate the Bible by our lives.

On this feast of the Holy Translators, let us give thanks
to God for St. Mesrop, St. Sahak, and their disciples,
who gave us the most precious gift: the Word of God in
Armenian. They lit a lamp that still burns today. They
gave us not just letters, but life, not just words, but the

living Word of God.

Thus:

e Let us recommit ourselves to reading, loving, and living the Scriptures daily.

* Let us remember that just as the Word of God shaped our ancestors, so it can shape us, our families, and the

future of our nation.

e Let us be living translators—so that the world around us may hear God’s Word in the language of love, mercy, truth

and justice.

Blessed be the immortal memory of the Translators; for His glory. Amen.

Uppng RPrwpgUwuswg: lvoupp' Lnju Uqghu

By Rev. Serop Megerditchian

2nlypbdpbp wduncwiu Jbg, hwj waap Yp Uk

2w BlbnbgLn) wdbUEU funphdwuy B Anglinp
poubipku JEyp' Uppng Gwpguuwitswg, Unipp
(GwpowilpsubipnL Soup: Wuhupu, Yp jhobup Ubip
Eunguuitpgubipp npntg dtgh ypinchu ns Uhwiju
Wuypnedng tuoupp Ubip dwjpbup (Egniny, wy twbd
prhuypnuEwluiu Jpwlniep, Ypen@rhiup b
hupunc(@hcup:

2pugbipnpn nuipndl, puqdwEhe wagbip, Gpp ghp,
ghpp nt gpwlwunc@-hil sniubhu, 2wjwugpuwitp
Ubupnuwy Uwoyingh, Uwhwl MwpEbiLh bL wunug
wowlEpytbpnit wiuwhdwl Juupulng, upugue
aghp-ypun, Rrwpgdwuntwd Wuypniwdwonius b
pwg nnen Up nbwh pphupnubwlwt hwewyph nu
ghypiniEwl quitdbpp: Uekjht, Wupnuwdwyniush
(Fwpadwiuni@hiup dhwju dpwlni@wjhu
junEwuwl skp — wu hnglnp yEpwuniun bp,
np nupbip swpniuwl dELwnpbg Ubp dnnndnipnh
wuyjwcpwil:

Wjuop Yp gnhwiiwup Wugpniddl dbip
(Gwpawuhsubpniu hwdwp' npnup Jtgh yinchu
Uuypnidn) wdbuwE-wul Uncbpp’ Uugpniwdwniug
Uwipbwiup hwytpEuny:

I":‘u}_nl. Lok Uppng RupgUwiuswg Soup:
MNuwyplbpwgnigbp puypuithp Up tupws £ Swoh
ubmuitp onipgp: 2wipp 4p Guipnw) Uwduwl Jp
uppbh quiypu Ynndl, np Anne § pindubu: Puwyg
Uwdwlyp oypup |tgniny k, L ng np 4p hwuluuwy:
Wunup Yp wwhby, Yp hwdpnipbu, 4p jupgbu
Uwdwlyp, pwyg sk ubp quiipu dwjup: Wuwbu bp
2wjwupuiup hhugbpnpn pupbl wnwe: Wuypnudny
uoupp Yup, pwyg skp Auswd hwytpbuny:

Wwyw Yp pbuubup, Uuypnidng sunphpny, Ukupny

Uwaipngp b hp gnp&uilihgubpp npnp dlgh gnch
wjpnLpbU’ L wynwbund® dwju: Uuypniwdwoniugp
nupdwt Wupnidn) Uwdwlp’ nupnuwd huy
dnnnynipnhu, hwjbpbu Egneny: Wu wwgpwnwe Yp
qoubup bL thwinp Yni ypuitp Wuypnidng:

1. Uuypnidny lvoupp' Uwypkuh LEgniny:
3ndhwiunt Ukgupuiupu Uk Yp Yupnwlp.
«Ulhgprbu Ep Pwitp ni Fwup Wuypnedng pny bp
L Pwup Wuypniwd Ep»: (11) bul Uwndnubpgniu
l|'|1u|;. «£n fuoupn hd nypptipniu &pwa & ni pd
owhnubpnLu |nju»: (119105)

[dwpquuiuhsubipp g hipwlihg Ehu, np wnuitg
Wuypnidng buoupp witduwljwu |Egniny niubuwnd

ppuypnuh injup dncerhu dbe Up duwy:

Utupny Uwizipng qhpbipp suiptindtig punuipuijui
fud wnbuppwlwu Uywgpulubpny, wy
thpynEbwl hwdwp: Wunp ywguwlu Ep, np hwtpp
{ubU Wupnidng dwjup ppbug (Egnund’ npuybugh
hpwpwitshep pncl, Bltntigh, gpun b punwp
Yupbuw) pub.«SEp 3huniu Bphuyinu Yp fjuoup
hudh' hd |EgnLndu»:

Uhoy jhobiup @5 wnwug wypnipbupt’ hwy

dnnnynipnh hwrwyppp Ypuwp Juw) «ywpypp
wnUnLwdy huwrwyp Up: Puyg hwybpbu |Ggneny

Wuypniwdwonius p nwpdnig hwrwgpp dbp
ubthwluwit wpdwyp:

Nuwyplbpwgnigbp deniebwu dhe |Enwl wpwhbg
p: Unuwitg jwdph’ wdbu puy Yypuiiquenp k:

Puwjg jwdp Up Epp Junnih wdbu puy) wywhngd
l{lmeJ: Uhw wju Ep np Wuypniwdwoniugp ppue dbip
dnnnynipnh hwdwnp:
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2. 2wLwyppl ni hupuni@hiup Vhugws Bu:
wpquuwthsubpp Jhwiju |Ggniwpwltbp sEpu’
wlnup UwbL puwpnghsubp, nLunighsubp B
waqultpiphgutp Bhu:

Epp Jbp wogh wwypdniebwu Uwjhup Yp pEuubup
@5 Ahuqtipnpn. nuipni wwpuhliubpp (inpdGghu
qnuinuwqulwnc@hiup uwpgunpby, pwg hupp
nthdwnpbght:

Urwpuwyph Swlwypwdwpyhu (451 @:) Ywprwl
Uwdhynubwu ni hp ghuninputpp Ynncbguiu ng
dhwju hnnhu hwdwp, wy’ hpbug hwrwpphu b
ItgnLhu wquiypniE-twl hudwp: Wunug Upwitwpwlu
Ep' «dwut 2phuypnuh b Ywul 2ugpEuhph»:

Nipbd'u, wnwiug (Fupguwupsubpn Unchpwljuw
wuwipuitipht” wynwhuh pphuypnUbwlui
hupunL@hc gnjnc@hil whiyph sntubuwp:
Wuypniwdwantus h Rrwpadwunc@Eubu typu Ep
np nupngubp AhdunLtguit, Juitipbpp nupdwl
ghyncEbwu Yenpnuutp, e Suwe huyyuluwu
gpwlwunc-hiup’ nulytrwp:

hUsujEu qhypbup, nupbipnt puwgpht huy
dnnnynipnp huwwdwuph EuEwplnitbgu: bu
huwpgnudp’ wju hwjwdwuplbpne puEwgphu’

N w) wwpuluwlwl, wpwpwlwl, oudwlbwit

Gud unypuiluil hofuwtncEhdiuGpne pul,
huswEu dtp Innndnepnp Gupnnuigui uwhty hp
hupun.(erhiup: 2wy dnnnyncprp hp hupunc@hcup
wuwhbg, ny @k qbupny Yud hwpuypniebwdp,

w)] Uupnrwdwoniugny, 2wy Blknkghny bL
2wjbpbu 2wLwyppny:

3. Uuypnwdwipniugp Ny @5 2Quipn, Uy Ykwlp:
Monnu wnwpbw| Shun@knuh nunnnuwd Eplipnpn
Uwdwlhu Uk Yp gpk. «Pninp Shppp Uuypndng

antugu | B oqypuljup E unpdbgubne,
juiunhdwiubyne, oyplbne bL wpnwpnLE-twu

Uke fupwypbne Auwdwip»: (3.16)

dwpquwuhsubipp Ukgh p hokiguby, np
Uupniwdwgnilsp ghpp Up 55 npncu dpuy wbpp £
Uhwiju hhwitwy b quwihy, wyi Yewup dpu B np ubypp
E wuyphup:

(wpalwuhsubpp wnof@pny, SndwwwhnLEtwdp
bL owilpny woluwypbiguit, npubugh JBup jupbuwup
Wupnidny luoupny wuyphy:

Puwjg wyuop Utp wqgh quiwliubpp, watuwphh
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wdBu Ynnd, pupptp thnpdnce-hiulbpne bu
dwpyuwhpwebpubpne wnebi Yp gypunchu:

Wyuop, Ubup sEup qrunwuhp Wuypnuwdwoniuy
sntuUwE, wyj, gwe huhpy, §p punuiyhtp
Wuypniwdwancusp slupnwk:

Wyuop, owp Up hwyEpne yindubpniu Jbe
Wupniwduwipnilis Yy, pwjg ndpufupuipwp sh
pugnchp: Cwibip wy dhwjl fuing, dp wnofeputin
qng lp unpyht, pwyg phstip BU witinUp npntp
Wuypnidng buouph Ypwy Yp funphpt b fp
funphprwdtu:

wpguwuhsubpp egh yinchu uppniE-bw dbzngn\
qnpShpp — Pwjg hupgnudp' Yoqupugnpstup
quju:

Wuypniwdwonis niubuw| puyg sywpnwy, Yp udwup
nbn nlubuw| pwyg sgnpdwdh:

wpgUwuhsubpp wwppwugpbghu bp Anghubpniu
nénp, puyg wyn ntnp vhwiu yp prudk, bpp
purncuhup quiju Jbp upyp, dipphu ni Anghpu ke:
4. Ukp Ungnudp' dwdwuwljwljhg
RwpqUwuhgubp L jw:

wpguwuhsubpnL Soup Uhwju wugbwih
Jhowpulynd dp k. wu Yng E YEwuph B gnpdh:
Ruswbu np Ubp wpguwthsubpp Uugpniwdwoniugp
Prwpawutighu hwjbpuny, wjuop JEup wy
JuiugnLwd Bup Uekypwpuwp @wpgdwut), Jtp
lEwuptpniu Ube: Wupupy,

O'unnp YuitsnLws b @wpgdwly
Ephupnubwlwit hwiwyppp hpbug quicwljubpniu

upybipniu kgnund:

Elbntghu YwiusnLws | Rrwpguuwiub) 2phuypnup
Urbypuwpuwiup' jnjuh, injuh b Jjuh-wpni@twl
pwntpny:

2wrwypugbiw p Juiusniwd & @rwpguuut
Wuypnidng ubpp’ Swnwnc@bw, nnpdnie-twu,
wpnwpne@twl b uppny gnpdtpny no
wwypnLwd YEwupny:

bL wjuybu, UEup pninpu Yuiugniwd Bup ppjwy
YEunwup EwpgqUwuhgubpp Skp 3huniu
ephuypnuh:

hUsujEu np ntuncghs Up Yp wuinqbigut ghupwlui
ahpp Up, npwbu gh Bpbfuwubpp hwuljuwy, wiuwbu
w| JEUR wEpp £ wwpquipwlblp b wwyphup
ephupnup Ubypwpwup npybu gh wotuwph pluul

Skp 3huntu 2phuynuh Eodwphy (njup: Wy fuoupny, rupgduwuhsubpp Uugpnuwdwoniusp @wpguwubghu
huwjpEuny — Ubup Yuisniwd Bup quiju Fwpglwubne bp wypwd YEwupny:

Eqpuljugubup

Uppng fGwpadwiuswg youfpu wnhend, hp gnhwuwtp Wuypniddl Ukupny Uwoypingh, Uwhwl
Muwptich b wunug wowlbpgubpniu hwdwp, npnup dtgh pinchu Wuypnedng wdbuw@wulweaht unckpp
Uuypniwdwniusp, 2wjkpbu kgnuny:

wpguuwthsubpp Junbght owh Jp' np Jhusb wyuop Yp Junh L Yp inuwenpl: Wunup dbgh yinchu ng dhwju
qunkp, wy| YEwp, ns dhwju juoupb, w)|’ YEUunwiuh Puiup' Skp 3hunitu phupnup:

bl{l;lp Unpngbup dbp nifuypp bL wwpguenpno-hiup’ wdbu op upnwyne, uhpbne bL wypbne Uugpnidn
uoupp: bL Uhoy jhobup nL ghywlhg pwitp @k huswbu Wuypnidng luoupp dbLwinpbg Ubp Uwfuupubpne
LEwiupp, Unjuybu Wuypnidng tuoupp Ypuwy deLwenpl Ubq, Ubp puypuwithpubipp, Jbp hwjptuppp b dbp wggh
wiuyuwicpwil:

quQ pwup YEunwuh Erwpgdwuhgubp, npubugh woluwph uk Wugpnidny dwjup’ uppnd, nanpdnc@twdp,
LodwpyniEbwdp bL wpnuwpneEtwdp:

Ophubw| ppjwy Fwpguwlhsubpne jhowpulyp: Uk

180th Anniversary for AEC

Marking a Milestone in Armenian Evangelical History
By Doris Melkonian

July 1, 2026 marks the 180th anniversary of the Armenian
Evangelical movement. On this pivotal day, 180 years ago, the
Armenian Evangelical church was birthed in Pera, Istanbul (then
Constantinople), Turkey.

A handful of Armenian believers, 37 men and 3 women, founded
the church which grew into the denomination we have today.
The movement that began on July 1,1846 has multiplied over

the years as the loaves and fish in the Feeding of the 5,000
(Matthew 14:13). Today, we celebrate the fortitude of these
faithful followers of Christ and give thanks for all who carried
out the mission after them. We recognize their zeal for Christ and
desire to carry out His command to “go into all the world and
preach the gospel to all creation” (Mark 16:15). Indeed, Armenian
Evangelicals have witnessed to all of God's amazing love.

Special events are being planned for 2026 to commemorate this
milestone in the history of the Armenian Evangelical Church.

Let us praise God for the zeal and fortitude of all who have
carried out the Great Commission and spread the Gospel. Please
celebrate with us by participating in the various events being
planned.

Armenian Evangelical Church in Pera, Istanbul (Constantinople), Turkey.
Photo: Rev. Vicken Cholakian
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By Hagop Janbazian

2ppuypnubwljwit opwgnigh hwdwdwju 2025
erncwuitp Yp gniquinhuih hwing ghptipne ghuph
1620 wdtwlhu, npny wwywhnydnLbgur hwy wagh
lhuksjhni@hcup, huly huwyng youwgnght hudwdwu,
2nlyypbdptip wduncwu Eplpnpn swpEnLw
puwgphu Yp Upnch Uppng Gwpqudwlsug Soup
L wjn huy pdwuypwfunhniEbwdp Bpwgunph
hwjpwwbpubpne uppwipun Ynunwlubpng,
2nlypbdptp wdhup Yp wwitdwgnih b yp hngwlynch
huwjng dpwlnyerh wdhu:

Wjuop, L|Iu1pd'|; (Gwpguwlswg youpu wnh@ny,
punhwupwlwt wwylep Jp ubplujuguby

L wdihnth ghdtipnL dbe Jbip wnuby dtp
(Eupgquuwuhsubpne wugnigquljwit gnpdhu
pouwlwl, YpErwlw, dpwlne@whu b
pwnupwluwl Upwlwyni@rhiut ne jupbLnpne-hiup
dbp wqgh gnyuypbedwt Uke:

(Gwpawiliswg youp, wupnioy wnh( JE}‘ E
Jh2in huyng Ewipguithsuipp, puyg npnp Bu
Eunguuitpgubipp &L fuswhuh gnp&tip Bu, np
(upquuwubighl wunup &L Ypguit wwywhnyt huy
dnnnyncpnh (hubjhne@hdup:

2Gqpuwppppuwluit £, np Jbp ywipdnu@bu dke
(rupguwuhsubip Yngniigwit ng hwju wunup,
npnup hwjng athpbipp upbndwgnpdtght bu
(rwpowiunL@hiliubp Yuypwpbng quitnup
nwpdnight hwdwju hwncEbwl ubhwlwunc@hiup,
wy| bwbL wunup, npnup hwy ghpbpp npRbgpting
uypbindtighu hupuhpnju gpwljwunc@-hil b
|nibgui Wuginuwdwoniush b wyp Jupbenp
Ypouwlwl, hdwuypwuppwljwl, gEnughypuljuw
nL wwipdwdpwlne@wihu gppbip Eruwpgdwtbne
gnpdhu:

wpguwuhsubpnL wju swpdnud Ep whw, np
wllpruwnwpdwihu Upwitwlne@hiu niubgwe
dbp wwypdnie-bwu dkg, npndhbypbe wu nu
UwbL wgguwjhu ubthwlwu dowln@ upbindtnc
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Rwpquwuswg kL 2wyng Shpkpne Shyph 1620

wllwfuwnby EL fwpbLnpugnju hpwnwpdnE-hiup:

Npwbu Nepwpyulwu b Updbuwlwl gbntpne
dhwdnnudbu junweowgwd Akt dnnnynipr, hwybpu
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Wu pninpny hwiunbpé, wwlwuwenp Ep
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hwjwypwn gpwlwnc@hil, dnnndnipnhu hkg
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dnnnypnwlwuwgnud b waguyhu ubthwlw
Yowlnyfeh qupquignud:

2hugbpnpn puipnil, hwy dnnnynipnp pwnuipwljwl
EL Ypolwluwit Swiup bL wliwywuy wuwydwubpne
(il | wuypbp: UpnEu 4-p nuipbu uubuw
YnpSwitinuwd Ep hwjng Fwaquinpne@hiup:
2wywupuip hulwd bp ywpuywlwu b
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ogup (EgniubipnL wuwolwn Erwihuiugnudhu
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np Apwdwjwlwl ywhuite nupdwd Ep waguyhu
hupuwwwoypuywunt@bwu Ubs swpdnudh dp,
npndhbypbe wdpnn e hwj waghu dnynudp’ jnitlwlw
L wwpulwlwu dowln@ubpniu U, gpbet
nupdwd bp wufunLuwihbh:

EL whw, 405 EnLwljwupu’ 1620 pwphutp
wnwg wwypwhbgur JbS hpwopp, hwjljwluwu
quntpnL upbndnudp b wunp upbndnudng

Ep uhuwju, np hwy dnnndncprp ujhiph jugnnbip

pouwluwt kL dwlncrwjhu
PuwqwLwubpEu nnLpu
huiut| oup dpwlny@ubpne
wwwlwtwd htyptpp

L Jhbiunju dwdwuwl
jwgnntip uptindt glinuihu
dhwutwlwunc@hcu,
Upouwlwit, fpwlnL@-wjhu
nL pwnwpwljuwl
wulwfunc@bwt unp kL
duwjnc fuwphufu dp:

bpbLu wyuop wwpow

4 prjwp wuipdty ghplpn
hupt dah, uouh,
Unipp Ubupnuy Uwoypingh
huwitwphu nL Uwhwl
Mt bwEnnhyndh
Unchpnudhu dwuhl:
@by wy i pywn
[uouhy Eupguitswg
ubpniunhu Ynndl Ubgh
Jypwl fuwgwd gyntfu
gnpdnght WunLwdwoniush
(wpowiunL@bwl dwup:

Uwluju, dpwdnidubpu
wjuop whph Ytpruwgutd
hwjng qhptipne ghuph 1620-
wdbwlpu b (Fwpgduitswg
qroupu Ypuy:

Upn, Utupny Uwaipngh
L Uwhwl Nwperbc
(uennblnah dualyy
ok pwnwpwlwu b @k
dowlneerwyhu puwlbypBu
Up Suwy huy dnnndnepnp
dbdwanju hpwgnpdnudp:

«Adwlwsk| ghdwuypne@rhit b ghlupwg bdwtiwg

gPwlu 2wldwpny...»

Wuypniwdwonesh Unwlwg ghppbU’ wnwshu
wlgqwd hwjtpbup Ewpgdwtiniwd wyu
Uwhuwnwunt@swdp & np hhdp nincbgui
Ubupnywipun hwy dpwlnj@h: GL 5-pr nuipku
ulubiw) Uhust Jbp opbipp, 1620 yrwphutip
owpniuwl, funphdwuy b @Gwnpulwt wyu
Uwuwnwunc@hiup Yupdtu Upwliwpwl nupdwe
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Ghoukas (Armenian), illuminator, The Annunciation to the Shepherds; The Nativity with the Adoration of the Magi, 1583.
Getty Museum

huwjncetwu hwdwp, np hp wwypdneE-hiup fuwpufubg
2ppuypnubwljuwit hwrwyph wlncErwjhu thplwpwp
nidwluiunc@bwdp JESdwpdtp nu hwwpyugung
dwnuwlgnL@bwdp:

Wpn, nprbp ERU wjn wiudwhRubpp, nprtp Unough,
ahph, gpwlwuncEtwu b dpwlnyerh hqopuitpnyd
wuipuuitiighl b thplght hpbug wagp
npwgh wwpuhlubpne B jnjubpne ughs &nuncdh
Jypwiuqubpbu ni hwyne@bwl upypbpniy, dyppbpniu
B ws pbpnit wngbiL pwght Wugpnuwdwslswljw,
CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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Angtiquwy| funphnLnubpp wuuwny Lphuypnuh
wlgnrgwlwl Wuypniwdwihu kL hunwywud
fuouph' « bu bU Ewdpwiu nL &odwpypne@hiup b
YEwpp, n np hudh Yp hwrwpuy @LEYnLg JEnup
pwjg whph wuyph juchypbuits

«bL wyp dh Uwoypng wiuntu..» wju wwpgne@uwdp
nsnLwd wunugdl winwehup, bpljwp qrupBubpne
pounc@tul b &quniebul byp, hwudwptin
ghypuwlwup hp yuydwnwpbuncEbwdp b
Wuypniwdng oquni@bwdp, Ypgwe dErwlbpuyby
huwjng 36 Upwlwghpbpp, npnup Auswpwuwljw
Guipuwpbuw) hwdwlwpg dp wywhndbghu hujng
ItgnLhu gpwLnp wpypwjwppneE-bw hwdwp:

Utupny Uwaying, huyng ghpbipnc g hupwpuipp
nlwnt wpdwhph Ynn pht, bnwe bwbe wnwshu
niunighsp, np wwippuugplig Ewpgdwlsug
upwilshh ubpniunp: Uwoying niubp Uwbe
[FanLugEip-Ewpgduithsh, pwpwluitwghph b
pwUwuypbind-Epwdhoyph opnhpubip, np wt h uywu
npwi hwy dpwlnyerh Ahduwnpduwit bL quipqugduu
gnpdpufrwgh:

Wyu &beny, Ukupnuy Yp hwdwpnih papnp
dJwdwuwlubpne UE&wanju hwyp, np tnui hp wagh

gnjncEtwu hplhsu ne hwywpypnee-hiup:

Uwhwl Nwpbie uennhlnuu Ep, Uwogpingh Ay
gnpdwlgnn dhru UBS hwyp, np opniwy (Fwgwinp
Ypwdpwwynih wppwjht Aty Unhs nidp bwit huw
ghpbpnL upbindduwi b hwy dowlnyerh quipquigduiu:

Ubupnu Uwoying b Uwlwh Nwpebi dEnp-
dbnph ypntwd hpbug [kgniwgby nu @wpgudwtpy
wowlEpyubpniu Ay wnwehtu wugqud
(Erwpdwitbghu Wuypniwdwonius uncpp ghpep, np

hp atnbighl ErwpguwunLE-bwt hwdwp Ynsnibgur
«f@wgnLhh ([Fwppguuwtnc@hiulbpny: Wunup

(wpawitbght UwbL oypwp |Ggniubipny gpniws

wpdbpwinp Ypouwlwt wy ghppbip b &nfuwgnighu
huwj Upwlny@rh n hwrwipph qutdwpwitp:

Uwlwju, Akypwpppuljuit  wyuypbn gk, np
(Gwpquwilswg ypouh wnpf@ny, huy ElEntghu

sh hobin Uhuwgl 5-p uipp b ng wi wdpnngnyiu p
lEnpruwtw Jhuju U Uwpypngh ne U. Nwprtich
wuniuubpnit bL Jheu Erwpgdwupsubpnicu

Ypwy: Cunthwlunwlp’ huw bqbq_b hu
BpwiupughyneEtiuit wwaphe | nh?fwﬂ; 5-pn
nwpEU dhugt 12-pn nuiptipne pu@wgpht wqguihu-
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dowln@wjhu puwguiwnbu Ubpu gnpdwd swip
Up quaquw@ubpne b huluwy nbdptpniu dwuhu,
huswhuhu EU* 3ndubsth Ywjng @npkighu, Unphlu
Upuitskhu, Gquply Ynnpwght, Undubu lunpkuwght,
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EpYwp bk pdip, huy BlyEnkghu jupqud no
wwypniwd b ppnp witnug, npnup @wipgudwpy
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phuypnubwlwu wjuwhuh dowlnyerh dp, npncu
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Ywpbp owpniuwl, ﬁzd}uuju dbp GYtnbghu, w) kL
wdpnne hwy dnnndnpnp hwrwgpuguws E, np
1620 yuwphubip wnwg, hwjjwluu Ypnipbuh
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Ep Ubp waght hwdwp: BL wju hwrwyppp wpnhcup
Ep wju hwdngnudhu, np GG hwy ghpbpne ghupp
spwp” wwyw Gupbih whph spywp wdpwwunk hw
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oywp wppwrwlplbpne bL dowlni@-wjhu
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wnobiL:

2wy dnnndnepnp Uwb junpuybu hwrwpugud
E, np hwlwnwl pnjnp ndnLwpni@-hiuubpniu-
hwlwnwl JESwEhL @ouwdhubpnL gnjnL-bwl
L wEuopbw) wppwiwlplbpnil, Uuypniwd

hw) dnnnynpnhu wwabkg hnghnyd no dyppnyd

wjupwU Ut nL wuwydwnwipbu nbdptip, npnup &qunitwdp nu gplyutpny dtgh Yypwlbght dEpwwpndh b
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1620 pwphubp wnwsg Yupdbp Wugpniwd pup U. Ukupnw Uwoypinghu nu Uwhwl Mwpe-bLhu Swdpny hw;
dnnnynipnhu thnfuwiigtg thplyncE-bwl qunypuhpp: b Wuypnidng pudwjwd win Epwofuhpny’ hwy ghpbpnu
nL Upwlnj@rh Ewdpny &, np gbnwuwwiuni@bpubu byp huy dnnndnepnp Ypguwe dEpwluitigupy ne gnjugbict;
huypuhphu UL, @4 huypbuppku nnupu:

Uhpbihubp, B4Ep hwrwypuphd fuwtp Rwpguutswg utpniunhu, Qupnudng Ynndl digh nuquiplynuws
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Evangelism

B.L.E.S.S. and Be Blessed:
Ararat Church's Comeback Story

How a Century-0ld Church Found New Life Through Simple Evangelism

By Jaclyn (Janigian) Hagopian

Not long ago, Sundays at Ararat Church in Salem, NH were
pretty quiet. In 2021, only five people showed up on a typical
morning. Five! Fast forward to today, and the sanctuary hums
with 35-40 regular worshippers and around 60 on Serving
Sundays. Lobster Sunday this past August drew closer to 100.
That's a comeback story worth celebrating!

The journey can be seen through the lens of BLE.S.S. - a
practical approach to evangelism from Jon and Dave Ferguson’s
book B.L.E.S.S.: 5 Everyday Ways to Love Your Neighbor and
Change the World (see www.bless-book.org/). This book

was studied and recommended to churches by the AEUNA
Evangelism Committee. The framework lays out five simple
rhythms: Begin with Prayer, Listen, Eat Together, Serve, and
Story. At Ararat Church, those rhythms aren't just theory, they're
the heartbeat of the church's renewal.

Begin with Prayer

Every revival starts with prayer. Ararat Church’s renewal has
been carried by a faithful prayer team that offers to pray with
anyone after service and carefully tracks requests shared

on Sunday mornings. They even run a dedicated prayer line

you can text throughout the week. A weekly Bible study adds
another layer of prayer and fellowship, and even during the
week the congregation stays connected through WhatsApp
Messenger - part announcements, part encouragement, part
prayer requests. Sometimes the pastor drops in a quick video to
preview Sunday’s message.

OC, isten

Growth began with listening: noticing who wasn't there and
asking what families needed. A young couple who had had
their own good experiences in Youth Group growing up, realized
there were no teens in church, so they started reaching out. The
result? A brand-new youth group for ages 12-17 launched just
two months ago and is already drawing about 7-10 kids every
other week, something Ararat Church hadn't seen in decades.

Listening also meant valuing the voices of newcomers. Early
on, a young woman visited with her children and defensively
said she was "just checking out the church.’ The moderator

responded, “We don't want you to just check out the church,

40 - Forum Christmas/Winter 2025

we want to hear from you and what you'd like to see here.’ Her
response was that she wanted to see a strong Sunday School

for her children. Today that same woman is an active member
on the Christian Education board.

Listening also meant caring for families in practical ways. When
a new mom welcomes a baby or when someone is sick, the
church organizes a meal train so needs are met and people feel
supported.

E at Together

Few things bring people together like food. That's why every
other month, Ararat Church throws “Serving Sundays”—worship
followed by a free themed meal. In August, just under 100
people crowded in for Lobster Sunday, where everyone got
their own FREE whole lobster cooked fresh in the kitchen. (Even
non-seafood folks just showed up for the fun.) November brings
Friendsgiving, and December a Christmas Pageant with a
holiday lunch.

With average attendance around 35-40, Serving Sundays
regularly draw about 60+ people, and special events like
Lobster Sunday nearly double the crowd. Evangelism, it turns
out, sometimes starts with food and good company!

\5 erve

Ararat Church’s renewal has been fueled by service, too. A group
of young men from the congregation recently built and raised
the first cross ever to stand on the century-old church building.
Others worked to install air conditioning throughout, making the
sanctuary and classrooms far more welcoming in the summer
heat. Volunteers pour energy into children’s ministry as well: in
2021, Sunday school had just 2 kids, but today about 12 attend
each week across two classes. Vacation Bible School has doubled
in size in only its second year. Creating classrooms, a nursery,
and even a mothers' room for nursing mothers has given kids
and their parents a place where they feel at home. Serving

side by side has knit the church together and opened doors to
newcomers.

Oty

At the heart of Ararat Church is sharing the story of Jesus. Sunday
worship has grown from pressing “play” on YouTube to live music
led by guitar, keyboard, and singers (still praying for a drummer
- your throne awaits!). Large screens now display Scripture,
videos, and images that make the gospel come alive. Beyond
Sundays, a weekly Bible study led by a young couple draws about
15 members, helping the congregation dig deeper into God's
Word. So while methods have changed - from screens to songs
to lobster lunches - the message has remained the same. Ararat
Church holds fast to the story of Jesus, the same truth that has
carried the church for more than a century.

Evangelism, Made Simple

Ararat Church'’s story reminds us that evangelism is as simple as
BL.ES.S. atits core:

Begin with prayer, Listen, Eat together, Serve, & tell the Story of
Jesus - because even small steps can spark a big revival.
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Our Community

Glendale Armenian Church
of the Nazarene Update

By Andy Magdesian

We have had quite the year at our church outside of
our regularly scheduled services and ministries.

In March, we began Young Couples Ministry to
disciple young married couples and grow in
fellowship with each other monthly.

We also launched a monthly GNAZ Kid's Club to
bring fun and biblical lessons during an all-day
event. Qur other ministries involve the Men's
Breakfast, Women'’s Fellowship, Youth Group, and
Sunday School-Bible studies for different ages.

In August, we had an all-church day trip to the
Ronald Reagan Library to see the Dead Sea Scrolls
exhibit. The trip featured a detailed display of
biblical manuscripts discovered in the mid-1900s,
some of the earliest known documentations of our
Scriptures.

Our youth also sent a team of 28 to Fresno for the
Biannual Ironman Games organized by AEYF West.
We participated in basketball, volleyball, chess and
tavlou, coming in 1st, 3rd, 1st and 2nd respectively.

Every October, we celebrate the anniversary of our
church with a banquet. This year, we celebrated

our 46th anniversary, and our youth worship

band performed in both Armenian and English.

The church treasurer, Hratch Doctorian, gave us

a detailed report on the condition of the church
building and improvements we are focusing on this
year. Our senior pastor, Rev. Serop Megerditchian,
gave us a report about his and his wife Alina's
recent mission trip to Armenia and Georgia,
including updates on the churches there and how
we can support the body of believers. In the area
between the Armenian, Georgian and Azerbaijani
borders, Pastor Serop

identified several villages that our church plans to support through financial and humanitarian aid.

We pray that our Lord continues to bless our church and the greater body of believers throughout the AEUNA and across the world, for
His glory.
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AEWC Convenes in Glendale, CA

October 16-17, 2025

The Armenian Evangelical World Council (AEWC) held its regular meeting on October 16-17 2025, in Glendale, California, bringing
together representatives from the five Armenian Evangelical Unions around the world, alongside the Armenian Missionary Association
of America (AMAA) and the Stephen Philibosian Foundation.

The President of AEWC, Rev. Dr. Paul Haidostian opened the meeting with a word of prayer and a biblical meditation. The Council
welcomed Serge D. Buchakijian as the new CEO/Executive Director of the Armenian Missionary Association of America (AMAA) and paid
special tribute to AEWC's Executive Director, Rev. Dr. Vahan Tootikian, for his invaluable services for more than twenty-two years, as well
as for the support of his wife Rosette Tootikian to the work of the AEWC.

Following the written and oral reports of the officers of the Council and the representatives of church Unions and organizations, the
AEWC Board reviewed its activities and initiatives of the past year, assessing progress made in fostering cooperation among Armenian
Evangelical Unions, the AMAA, and related institutions globally. The members also discussed plans and preparations for the celebration
of the 180th anniversary of the Armenian Evangelical Church in 2026, a milestone in the life of the worldwide Armenian Evangelical
community.

In a spirit of fellowship and unity, the AEWC members joined in prayer for the renewal of the Church'’s life and witness through deeper
discipleship and faithful service. The Council also lifted prayers for the Republic of Armenia and the Armenian people in all corners
of the world in this critical juncture in the history of the Armenian people, for justice to be served, for peace to prevail, and for human
dignity to be restored—
particularly for the forcibly
deported indigenous
Armenian population of
Artsakh from its historical
homeland, for its political
prisoners (POWSs), for victims
of violence and genocide in
the world, and indeed for all
of God's creation.

The meeting reaffirmed

the AEWC's commitment to
serving the Armenian people
worldwide, to further nourish
the longstanding Armenian
Evangelical heritage of
spreading the message

of the Gospel of Christ,

for devotedly educating

the generations, and for
reaching out to the needy

among and around us in First row left to right: Mr. Gary Philips, Esq, Rev. Dr. Paul Haidostian, Rev. Dr. Vahan H. Tootikian, Rev. Dr. Rene Leonian,
various lands, in every context Mr. Serge Buchakjian. Back row left to right: Rev. Hendrik Shanazarian, Rev. Joel Mikaelian, Ms. Asdghig Topouzkhanian,
where the Church is called to Rev. Dr. Haroutune Selimian, Rev. Calvin Sagherian, Rev. Avedik Khachatryan, Rev. Vardan Apinian.

bear witness. Missing from the picture: Dr. Nurhan Helvacian, Mrs. Joyce Philibosian Stein.

The Armenian Evangelical World Council unanimously voted to appoint the Rev. Dr. Krikor Youmshajekian as the new Executive Director
of the AEWC for an initial period of two years.

The meeting was adjourned by the closing prayer and benediction of the Executive Director, Rev. Dr. Vahan H. Tootikian.
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AEUNA West Coast: Youth Year 2025

By Rev. Razmig Minassian, Executive Director, Camp AREV
& Vars Megerditchian, AEYF-West Coast Chairperson

“Whatever you do, whether in word or deed, do it all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through Him."
Colossians 3:17

The year 2025 was a testimony to God's faithfulness for the Armenian Evangelical Youth on the West Coast. From the ongoing ministry
of AEYF West to the life-changing experiences at Camp AREV, the year was marked by grace, fellowship, and renewal, bringing together
youth and young adults from across California to grow in faith and strengthen their relationship with Christ.

From countless planning meetings to prayerful preparation, the AEYF West Committee, which also serve as the Camp AREV program
coordinators —composed of Chairperson Vars Megerditchian (Glendale, CA), Vice Chairperson Kareena Tashjian (North Hollywood, CA),
Treasurer Alique Malakian (Glendale, CA), Secretary Minas Atamian (Orange County, CA), Youth Counselors Eddy Thurber (Fresno, CA)
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and Garo Garabedian (Orange County, CA), Camp AREV Executive Director/West region Minister to Youth Rev. Razmig Minassian (Fresno,
CA), and Ex-Officio Member Garo Minasian (Fresno, CA)—worked faithfully behind the scenes to create opportunities for spiritual
growth, joyful community, and meaningful fellowship.

Winter Camp 2025

The year began with excitement as we hosted 4 weekends of winter camps at Camp AREV in January. Our theme was TURN IT UP. Based
on Romans 1:16, we encouraged our campers to live out loud for Jesus. With sold-out camps during our Junior High and High School
weekends, and a jam-packed young adults camp, we experienced God's presence as we worshipped, sang, played, and learned how to
live boldly for Jesus.

One Day Event, March 22, 2025

On Saturday, March 22nd, over 100 Armenian Evangelical Youth from
Fresno and Southern California gathered in Orange County for a
special one-day event. The event was hosted at the Armenian Christian
Fellowship of Orange County with the theme of “Oceans of Grace”
based on 2 Corinthians 12:9, which states, “But he said to me, 'My
grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness.’
Therefore, | will boast all the more gladly about my weaknesses, so
that Christ's power may rest on me.'

The day started with breakfast, followed by a powerful time of worship
led by the host church’s worship team. The speaker of the day, Rev.
Shant Abadjian, focused on God's boundless grace, after which,
attendees engaged in an enriching discussion time reflecting on the
topic.

In the afternoon, attendees explored Huntington Beach for lunch

and spent time in fellowship and community
playing games and enjoying the beautiful sunny
weather. A delicious dinner, lovingly prepared
by the host church, was waiting for the youth,
during which they engaged in meaningful
fellowship. After dinner, everyone gathered one
|ast time for a powerful night of worship and
session, experiencing the power of unity in
Christ.
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The entire day was a blessing to all who
attended, organizers and attendees alike. Our
hearts are filled with gratitude for the host
church, Armenian Christian Fellowship of
Orange County, as they opened their doors with
generosity, warmth, and hospitality, and worked tirelessly behind the scenes to make this event a success. It truly felt like we were
immersed in "Oceans of Grace".

Summer Camp 2025

This summer at Camp AREV was
one for the history books! With
over 450 campers joining us
across multiple sessions in July,
the 2025 season became the
largest in our camp’s history—a
clear sign that God is moving
powerfully in the hearts of our
youth and families. From the
powerful moments of worship
to enjoying God's incredible
creation under the stars, and
diving deep in the word of God,
this summer was marked by joy, transformation, and God's powerful presence among us. Based on Matthew 6:21, our campers were
encouraged to treasure Christ above all other parts of life.

The Opening of Lake AREV: A Dream Realized
One of the most exciting milestones of this summer was the long-awaited opening of Lake AREV!

After years of dreaming and preparation, we were finally able to unveil this beautiful addition to camp life. Campers and staff alike
enjoyed swimming and cooling off in the clear mountain water — creating memories that will last a lifetime. But beyond the fun, Lake
AREV represents something much deeper: it's a symbol of God's provision and faithfulness. Just as He refreshes our souls, Lake AREV
has become a place where hearts are refreshed, friendships are made, and faith is
renewed.

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE




Ironman Games, September 19-21, 2025

The highly anticipated biennial sports competition,
Ironman Games, took place from September 19-21in
Fresno, California. The event brought together nine teams
and over 250 youth from across California—from San
Francisco to Orange County—and from the East Coast,
representing AEYF East.

Camp Arevelk 2025

A Powerful Week of Growth, Faith, and Fellowship

By Sylvia Jizmejian

The tournament featured an exciting lineup of sports,
including soccer, basketball, volleyball, and ping pong. For
the first time, taviou and chess were introduced, expanding
the range of competitions and welcoming new participants
to the games.

The weekend was not only about athletic competition but - = !
also about worship, connection, and shared purpose. On i e T AR By [
Friday night, participants gathered at the First Armenian o _}rf A
Presbyterian Church (FAPC) to share a meal and meet E . i fv I i J

their opponents in a spirit of fellowship. Saturday’s full day of games was followed by an evening of worship at Pilgrim Armenian YR s ol A 5 4 Ll 1 (L f-J‘ 2 e
Congregational Church (PACC), where guest speaker Rev. Mike Mekredijian delivered a powerful message based on Acts 20:24, . ; L i T '
encouraging all to reflect on "What matters most in our
journey?”

There's nothing quite like a full week of camp to end the summer on a positive and uplifting note—just in time for back-to-school
The night concluded with the inaugural Ironball—a preparations. And this year was no exception.

celebration dinner hosted at PACC, filled with food, dancing,
and joyful fellowship. On Sunday morning, attendees
worshiped at both FAPC and PACC before playing the final
games and closing the weekend with gratitude and unity.

Our 26th year of Camp Arevelk was a momentous one, marked by continued growth and powerful, Christ-centered ministry serving
churches across the Eastern Region and Canada. This summer, we welcomed 87 campers, 23 counselors, and 10 staff members for
an unforgettable, sunshine-filled week in the beautiful Catskills of New York State.
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Our theme, drawn from Galatians 2:20, was: “| have been crucified with Christ
and | no longer live, but Christ lives in me.'

With the faithful support of the host churches—First
Armenian Presbyterian Church and Pilgrim Armenian
Congregational Church—and the dedication of the AEYF
West executive committee, Ironman Games 2025 exceeded
all expectations. The event was a testament to teamwork,
sportsmanship, and the bond that unites the Armenian
Evangelical youth community across regions.

We were blessed to have Zohrab Sarkissian (Intern Pastor, AEC of Toronto)
as our guest speaker. Our Bible teachers, Mrs. Margaret Hagopian

(Ararat Armenian Church, Salem, NH) and Mrs. Christine Momjian (AMCC,
Havertown, PA), led our campers on a journey through both the Old and New
Testaments.

Through the lives of David, Jeremiah, Jonah, Zacchaeus, Joseph, Esther, Peter,
and Lydia, we saw how God can take over our stories and rewrite them to

Looking Ahead reflect His glory and goodness.

As we reflect on this incredible year, we

are reminded of God's faithfulness in every
moment of ministry, fellowship, and service.
From the revival of hearts at Camp AREV to
the joy and unity experienced through AEYF
events, this year demonstrated how the
Lord continues to move powerfully through
our young people.

Keeping campers active and entertained was our outstanding “Game Squad,’

led by Ara Naljian (APC, Paramus, NJ), who also served as our lifeguard for the
week. His dedication and preparation ensured campers could safely cool off with
a refreshing swim—much appreciated during a hot week!

We're also incredibly thankful for Dr. Vahe and Mrs. Ani Naljian, who lovingly
cared for our campers and staff as medical directors. From treating scrapes and
bug bites to comforting homesick hearts, they served with compassion and
May we carry this same spirit of gratitude grace.
and purpose into 2026—serving faithfully,
maintaining zeal, and keeping our spiritual
fervor as we honor the Lord in all we do
(Romans 12:11). As we look ahead, may God
continue to cover us in His love and guide
us as we seek to serve His Kingdom and
fulfill the purpose to which He has called us.

I'm deeply grateful to serve alongside an incredible leadership team:

Kamie Arabian (AEC of Toronto), Margaret Rassam (APC, Paramus, NJ),
James Boyadjian (AMC/FAC JYG Youth Director, Boston, MA), Ara Naljian, and
Ex-Officio Arpi Sarmazian (AEC of Toronto).

We also give thanks for every counselor who poured their hearts into the lives of our campers. Your dedication is a vital part of the
ministry and impact of Camp Arevelk. As our camp season comes to a close, | now look forward to returning to

By His Grace, For His Glory visitations and celebrating Camp Arevelk Sundays together!

To God be the glory—for another year of transformation, connection, and joy.
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AEWF'EaStel'n Region 2025 - _ = - September 17-19, 2027

. . e / Conference
By Catherine Momjian-Preuhs AT - Teronte, Ontario CANADA

On the weekend of September 19-21, ninety-two women, representing eleven different churches, gathered at the Armenian Presbyterian
Church in Paramus, NJ, for the biennial Armenian Evangelical Women's Fellowship of the Eastern Region.

The women gathered eagerly for fellowship and to learn and grow more deeply in their faith and understanding of the Bible.

The theme for the weekend was ‘Strength in Every Season. The women were led by in-depth and expert teaching by speaker Nairy
Ohanian, D.Min. MATS in three different sessions, each tackling a different aspect of suffering, our faith, and our communities. The theme
of the conference led to meaningful conversation and rewriting of common Christian misconceptions about suffering. Ultimately, the
women were encouraged that suffering is not a question of if but when, and when rooted in the gospel, and the

church community, we can learn to suffer well, growing in resilience, and faith.

The next conference will take place, hosted by the Armenian Evangelical Church of Toronto, Canada, on September 17-19, 2027.

48 - Forum Christmas/Winter 2025 49 - Forum Christmas/Winter 2025




AMAA's 106 Annual Meeting Banquet

Honors Former Board President Nazareth E. Darakjian, M.D.
By Louisa Janbazian, AMAA Public Relations Communications Coordinator

The Armenian Missionary Association of America (AMAA) hosted
its 106th Annual Meeting Banquet on Saturday, October 18, 2025,
at the historic Jonathan Club in Los Angeles, California. The
evening brought together community members, dignitaries,
friends of the AMAA, as well as representatives from worldwide
Armenian Evangelical Churches and Unions to celebrate a
century-long legacy of faith and service, while honoring Dr.
Nazareth E. Darakjian, former President of the AMAA Board of
Directors.

Guests were warmly welcomed in both English and Armenian
by the event Co-Chairs LindaKay Abdulian, Lori Muncherian,
Arsine Phillips, Helga Sarkis, and Tina Segel.

In her opening remarks, Banquet MC LindaKay Abdulian
recognized the distinguished dignitaries in attendance,
including His Eminence Archbishop Hovnan Derderian, Primate
of the Western Diocese of the Armenian Church; His Eminence
Archbishop Kegham Khatcherian, Prelate of the Western Prelacy
of the Armenian Apostolic Church; Dr. Karen Israyelyan, Consul
General of Armenia in Los Angeles; and Councilmember of the
City of Los Angeles Adrin Nazarian.

Following the national anthems performed by Nazani
Mncherian, Rev. Haig Darakjian, Pastor of Student Ministries and
Staff Elder at Mount Bible Church in Winnetka, CA, offered the
invocation.

Short messages were delivered by AMAA Board President Gary
R. Phillips, Esq., and AMAA CEOQ/Executive Director Serge D.
Buchakijian.

In his remarks, Mr. Phillips praised Dr. Darakjian for his decade
of wise and humble leadership, which strengthened AMAA
ministries in 23 countries and guided the Association through
times of profound challenges. He highlighted Dr. Darakjian's
role in launching “Project Revive" to support displaced families
from Artsakh, and his role in advancing tangible growth—from
inaugurating the new building of Avedisian High School in
Yerevan to expanding Shogh Day Centers and initiating the
Camp Hankavan renovation. Mr. Phillips also praised the Nazo-
Zaven Khanjian partnership as a ‘dream team, and affirmed that,
in keeping with the evening's theme—Faithful to Our Legacy

- Embracing the Future—the AMAA is well-positioned under
CEO/Executive Director Serge Buchakjian to carry the mission
forward.
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Mr. Buchakijian added, “For a decade, Dr. Darakjian's leadership
has been marked by wisdom, compassion, and unwavering
faith. Under his guidance, the AMAA has expanded its reach,
strengthened its programs, and deepened its impact — uplifting
countless families, supporting schools and churches, and
providing hope where it's needed most.’

Before dinner, guests enjoyed a special video presentation
reflecting the Banquet's theme, Faithful to Our Legacy.

The highlight of the evening was a musical performance in
honor of Drs. Nazareth and Ani Darakjian by talented musicians
from LA Opera"s Domingo-Colburn-Stein Young artist's program
featuring pianist and coach Gabriele Zemaityte, soprano Emily
Damasco, and baritone Hyungjin Son. Their performance
included Wolfram's Aria from Tannhauser and the love duet
“Nedda! Silvio, a quest'ora” from Pagliacci.

A special tribute video followed, showcasing photos of Dr.
Darakjian from his childhood to the present day.

AMAA Board Member Jack Muncherian then took the stage to
honor Dr. Darakijian, describing him as “disciplined, poised,
dedicated, a visionary, a true leader, and a philanthropist who
carries these qualities with humility” He invited Drs. Nazareth
and Ani Darakjian to the podium and presented them with a
special gift of appreciation.

In his heartfelt remarks, Dr. Darakjian expressed his gratitude
to the AMAA, saying, “This evening’s celebration is not about
me or anything I have accomplished. Tonight, we celebrate

the century-old AMAA and the vision of those individuals in
Worcester, MA, who, by faith, founded this organization during
the challenging years of World War |, following the Armenian
Genocide. Over the years, the AMAA has improved the lives

of many of our compatriots in Armenia and throughout the
Diaspora, offering Christian spiritual awakening, education, and
direct humanitarian support.’

The memorable evening concluded with a closing prayer and
Benediction offered by Rev. Serop Megerditchian, Senior Pastor
of the Armenian Church of the Nazarene in Glendale, CA.
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By Louisa Janbazian, AMAA Public Relations Communications Coordinator
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Juypnil quwhwguitph unckp dp:

hp jnughg fnyerhu Ukg, Sopfe:
Swpwagkwl hp 2unphwlwncErhiup juppubg
Urbypwpuitiswlwuht b puwe. «Wu Epllnjh
qouwfudpnc@hiup hd wudhu fud hd Yupupwed
gnpdtpnu dwupu sk: Wuop dkup p roubup
hwphip puphk wibjh gnpnu@hiu nlubgnn
QulEpwlygneerhiu p b wju ypbuhppp, gnp niubguiu
Worcester, MA-h ULy, wju Unchpbw(ubpp’ npnup
hwLwippny Apdubghu Ukypuwputswluwup W.
Wofuwphwdwpyh bL 2wjng 8Enwuywiuni@bw
ndnLwppt ypwphubpniu: Swphubpne puErwgphu
wl pwpbjwLtg Ubp hwpbuwlhgubpniu YEwupp
L 2wywupuith, @ uthhunph ke, wungbbing
Ephupnubwlwit Anglitnp quipEroup, Yp@neerhiu b
wldhowlwt dwprwuhpwlwl ogunc@rhius:

3howpdwl bpbynu Egpuithwlnibgwe YiEupk)h 2w
Lwagnynbgh GYEnkghh Epbg 2ndhc 4bp. Ukpnp
Ulpyhstwu wnof@pny bL ophunL@bwdp
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JOINUSIN

CARING FOR OUR
AEUNA MINISTRIES

AEUNA to acquire new pastors and
support the work to recruit, educate, and
supervise the training of In-Care students
and lay leaders

AEUNA to help pastors who are retired
without proper funds

The development of an Armenian
Evangelical heritage residency programin
Lebanon for our In Care students and lay
leaders

Church planting and evangelism events

Aid to our youth who cannot afford travel
to AEUNA camps and support for Youth
Leadership training events, and retreats

AEUNA's work to help our churches and
sustain their missions

YOUR DONATIONS
WILL SUPPORT:

Armenian Evangelical Women's
Fellowship (AEWF) events

Union-sponsored seminars, retreats
and Church to Church (C2C) in-person
gatherings

The development of the FORUM
magazine, AEUNA website, and other
publications

The development of materials to educate
our youth in Armenian Evangelical history

AEUNA biennial activities

TO GIVE

Please use the enclosed envelope
Scan the QR Code above
Visit: aeuna.org/donate

Kindly make checks payable to

Rev. Jerair Bizdikian
(1927-2025)

In Memoriam

It is with profound sorrow that AMAC informs its friends of the
passing of Rev. Jirair Bizdikian, founding member and supporter
of the AMAC, and pastor of the Armenian Evangelical Church of
Montreal, who peacefully closed his eyes on November 20 and
entered the presence of his Savior. On behalf of the Board of the
AMAC, together with our President, Ruth Demirdjian-Duench, we
extend our heartfelt condolences to his five children and all his
loved ones.

We share Rev. Bizdikian's obituary, which beautifully reflects his
keen mind, generous spirit, deep faith, and lifelong dedication
and service to Christ, the Church, and the community.

Rev. Jerair Bizdikian was born on December 28,1927 in Athens, el
Greece, into a devoted Armenian Evangelical family. From an o
early age, his life was shaped by the church, He attended the | -| I ' |

Armenian Evangelical School of Athens, faithfully participated

in Sunday School and worship services, and later became an active member of the church’s youth fellowship, the Christian Endeavor
Society.

His early life was marked by hardship when, in 1942, during World War II, he lost his father — a loss that temporarily interrupted

his education. Yet, with perseverance and faith, Jerair resumed his studies twelve years later. At the age of twenty-six, he pursued
theological education at the Nazarene Bible School in Beirut, while also studying English language and literature at the British Council.
In 1957, after successfully passing a series of rigorous examinations, he received a Certificate of Proficiency in English from the
University of Cambridge, England, and graduated from the Nazarene Bible School the same year.

In the summer of 1957, he married Alice Mardirossian, beginning a blessed marriage that became the foundation of a loving Christian
home. God blessed their union with four children — three sons and one daughter.

In 1958, Rev. Bizdikian was admitted to Haigazian College and the Near East School of Theology (NEST), graduating in 1962 with a
Bachelor of Theology (BT.) degree. Following his graduation, he served as Pastor of the Armenian Evangelical Church of Athens and
was appointed Director of the Church School, returning periodically to serve as a visiting pastor in later years.

His commitment to theological growth led him to pursue further studies at the San Francisco Theological Seminary in 1965-66,
followed by graduate work at NEST. During this time, he served faithfully as Assistant Minister and Youth Leader at the First Armenian
Evangelical Church of Beirut.

In 1968, the Bizdikian family immigrated to Montreal, Canada, where Rev. Bizdikian began a second major chapter of his life. He initially
worked with at-risk youth as a supervisor in a residential institute for teenagers and later entered the field of education. He became
an English language teacher in adult education and, in 1970, was appointed as an English teacher in a public high school. He earned
his Teacher's Diploma from McGill University and served as a full-time teacher until his retirement in 1992. He also taught English for
eighteen years at College Montmorency, retiring from that position in 1995.

Alongside his professional career, Rev. Bizdikian devoted more than five decades to teaching and ministry in theology, ethics, and
English. He inspired generations of students through both his sharp intellect and his deep compassion.

His pastoral ministry was extensive and far-reaching. He received his pastoral license in 1962 from the Union of Armenian Evangelical
Churches in the Middle East. He served as Pastor of the Armenian Evangelical Church of Montreal from 1978 to 1980 and again from
November 1987 to April 1992. He later served the Armenian Evangelical Church of Chicago from 1996 to 2002, where he was officially

Thank you for your generous gifts
and continued support of the AEUNA.

Donations to the AEUNA are tax-deductible.

the AEUNA and mail to:

] ordained in 2001 by the AEUNA.
AEUNA, 411 E Acacia Ave. #200,

Glendale, CA 91205-5609 CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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In Memoriam

He also served as: a Board Member, Assistant Pastor, and Choir Director of the Armenian Evangelical Church of Montreal; visiting pastor
at Memorial Church in Watertown, Massachusetts (18 months); visiting pastor at the Armenian Presbyterian Church in New Jersey (6
months); visiting pastor at Belmont Armenian Evangelical Church in Boston (3 months); visiting pastor in local Presbyterian Churches
in Quebec; and a founding member and board member of the Armenian Missionary Association of Canada (AMAC).

Rev. Bizdikian was also an author and educator, preparing a theological textbook in Armenian for seminarians titled “Introduction to the
New Testament.’

Beyond his public ministry, Rev. Bizdikian's greatest joy was his family. He was a devoted husband, a proud and loving father, and
a deeply cherished grandfather. Together with his beloved wife Alice, he rejoiced in the lives of their five grandchildren and later
welcomed two great-grandchildren, all of whom adored him. His home was known as a place of warmth, storytelling, faith, and
laughter, where everyone felt welcome.

As a minister, he touched countless lives through his gentle counsel, steady leadership, and heartfelt sermons that emphasized
kindness, humility, faith, and hope. To his students, he was a mentor. To his congregations, a shepherd. To his family, the loving
cornerstone of their lives.

Rev. Jerair Bizdikian will be remembered for his keen mind, generous spirit, deep faith, and the quiet strength with which he embraced
life’s challenges. He leaves behind a legacy of love and faith that will endure for generations.

He passed away peacefully on November 20, 2025.

In lieu of flowers, the family kindly requests donations to the Armenian Evangelical Church of Montreal, 123 Boul. des Prairies, Laval,
Quebec, Canada H7N 4B1

Mihran Jizmejian

(1936-2025)

It is with deep sorrow that the AMAA announces the passing of Mr. Mihran
Jizmejian—a devoted Christian whose six decades of dedicated service
touched countless lives through his leadership in education, the church, and
philanthropy across the Middle East and later in Canada.

Mr. Jizmejian was born in Aleppo, Syria, on November 28,1936, where he
completed his primary and secondary education. He later moved to Beirut,
Lebanon, and pursued higher studies at the Near East School of Theology
and the American University of Beirut, graduating with a degree in Christian
Education.

Before relocating to Toronto, Canada, in 1976, he served faithfully as an educator
in Syria, Cyprus, and Lebanon. In Canada, he continued his ministry at the
Armenian Evangelical Church of Toronto in various leadership roles and was a
founding member of the Armenian Missionary Association of Canada, where he
served devotedly for many years as President.

In 1966, Mr. Jizmejian married Vartouhi Moushian, and together they were
blessed with two sons, the late Rev. Ara Jizmejian and Hrair.

The Funeral Service was held on Thursday, October 30, 2025, 10 AM, at the
Armenian Evangelical Church of Toronto - 2600 14th Avenue, Markham, ON L3R
3X1, Canada.

Memorial donations may be made to the Armenian Missionary Association of
Canada or the Armenian Evangelical Church of Toronto.
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Showypulnc@hiu' Uhhpwu Ahqub&Ewuh

«2wpnibjwpnwp. fus Tuwg. Yeutpkl fush thLerg.

Rug np yainih nuphop. prpophhlfjl{, Lﬁju duwg.

huwunwnwgup dp SwénLl, ophun@-hiiubp wuhdwg,

Epptdu hwyiuncdp upyphu ne dbper wpgniup dp widwju...

Rus np quwg nuphoht' epwnupdwe wunpgud

Nt qopwgwd” Anghhu Ube duwne juhypbw.

Rus np yupwe Ubpu fuddl' synputgnig quiju Wugpnuws,

Sniwt pud by ne ppuwe YEwupu wiuny dhoy pncpbw...:

Ywhwt Epbbwup wju puntpp fupdtp Uhhpwu Ahqubdkwuh fEwuphu puntpu Gu:

Uhptih hwcwipuilhg b uguilp prypip L Bnpwjpttp,

Cwi uhpbijh Ahqub&Ewl Cuypuwithp,

Vuwlu gunphwlwni@hil np wju Switip pwjg Uwb pungp wwpypulwunc@hil ywypuufuwuwgpneng@hiup
hudh Juypwhbgup, Ubplwjugubine Uhhpwt Ahqub&bwup huswbu np &witsguy ghup, Epynt ypupputpne
Swnuwjntwlu dwdwuwlwopswlht npnufnh dbe:

Owp ywypwufuwuwgnine@hil, npndhbypbe nhuphu sk huhuncu wdbwy 2phugpnup, Bynkghpu b wgghu
Unthpniwd wudh Up Yewupp Ubplwjugut hwlhp& Jujplbwiubpne dbo: Uwlwju pungp wwpyulwuni@heu,
npnyhtpbe Uhhpwuhu Aty juginiy puphutp wugnighup Bu unchpwljwt Swnwjnc@-hiu dwpnighup:

Bt Uhhpwitpu YEwupp wdthnhtnw putp hEgpbcbwiutpp 4p pbuubup:

W. Uhhpwiup, uhpny |Egniwd Ep: Up uhpbip qUuypnuws, puypuwithpp, Byentghu, hudwjupp,
npnu@nhwjnc@hiup b hp uppbp dwpn wpwpwdp: Wu uppny tgniwd® uhpnn wud Ep: Npndhbypbe w
ghypulgbgue bL punniubg Wuginudny ubpp, np Skp huncu 2phuypnu fuws hu Ypwy bp Yewupp pincwe: Uphhpwup
2phupinup wju ubpu Ep np punniubg b wyw wwypbgue ne hp fewiupp gpincwd Wuginudny, puypuwiuhphu,
blntghhU b 2pgwiyuigpht’ upbipny;

~. Uhhpwup, hpwwwoy b hdwupniu wiud Ep: Wu ghypbp hp $hghpwljwit plwpni@hiuubpp b ghypbp ek

hp Yewupp Wuypnidng denplipniu dbe Ep: Wu ghgibp @k Uhwju Uuypnidng hpwopnd Y wwpkp b bgnuws
Uuypniwdwjhu pdwuypni@bwdp hpuwwoy doypbignid niubp Yewiuphu hwitnbuy b ns @k Bpuquihu Ywiup

" wuypbp: Wu ghybip @5 wju wofuwphp dwdwtwlwenp b: Uhhpwupt hwdwp dwdwuwlwenpp' quwncup skp
GupbLnpp wy Juwyncut Ep upbenpp:

9. Uhhpwp, jwrwpbu wud bp bu dhoy jwep Yp diugpntp: Unjuhuly hwpgbipn, ndniwpnie-hcuubpne,
qpupwluwpdn-hiiubpne b guitpne ke, wt jwrwgbunc@twdp Yp nhypbp, jwrwgpbuncetwdp Yp Akgpbgp,
Jwrwpbun@bwdp Yp pwowibipbp, npndhbypbc Wuypnidng fudpp Yp dhugpnkp:

Y. Uhhpwitp, Wugpniwdwywiu, Guypniwdwoncusp ubkpynn b Uno@nn wud Ep: bpbu hwdwp swyp juypuwly bp @
wnwitg Wuypnidng, wnuwug Wupnidn) luoupht bL wnwig wno(@ph hp YEwlpp nshus b: Win nshus bp: Unjupuly
Epp $hahpwubu Abnne Ehup, jwlwfu Abnwdwjuny 4p hunnprulgbhup, pwg dhoyp Ubp Abnwdwjuwhu
hwnnprwlgneEtwu Uk wno@pp hhduwljwu bL Ewlwu nEp niubp:

WU puwe sbp quiuquipbp, unjupuly Jepsh opswithu np hhrwitinuwiunghu Uke Ep, wyi® dhoy Wuypnidn
sunphwlwinc@hiu jwygpubg b bp fudpp thuyppbg:

&. Uhhpuwitp, puypwithph dwpn Ep: Unchpniwd wdnupu, hwyp, J6& huyp b Enpwyp: Sncup @k gpuububwl Ep b
(&L ApLpwiung: UEnuwiup pwg bp pninppu: Wuonipy hp quichpu® Wep. Upwjhu dwhp nhephu sbp, ng hpbu B ng wi

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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dwpnncypu fud pugpuithpht: Uwlwju jutduniwd Ep Qupnidng judphu b wunp Jb&wanju Jfup@wpne@-hiup
(ernnutpu Epu: Wu JEShu Ay UES bnw L dhnpphu Ay thnpp: WU wuypbgwi uppbny b jwicwenjup ppuwe
puywithpht, UwbL uppnbgui ne Juijbbg wunug ubpu nL gnupgnLpuupp:

Q. Uhhpuwp' gpph, gpwlwunc@tuwt b dowlynyerh dwpn bp: Ywpnwg nu gpbg: Gpbg b jupnwg: buly
unpwdp puwe hpbu sp wwhbg: W nwunigsne-bwdp b nwugphwpwlne@twdp, hp unpdwédp unp ubpniunhu
thnfuwuglig: Npndhbpbe Yp hwrwgpwp Unp ubpniunh puugphwpulneE-bwit: Wupnioy wyu pninphu Ynn ght,
UESwanju oppuwlp’ hp Apwipupwlwsd ghppbpp, jonnwdubpp b sp Unnuwiup hp baby hu' BLEntgLn)
gpwrpwpuip, np 2wy pdwfulinpni@bwdp nupwnpneE-hil Yp nupdubp:

E. Uhhpwup' jwjuwfunh dwpn. Ep, ecumenical wud Ep, hwy B ng hwy jupwuncwtunc@hcuubpncu Aey dhog
gnpdwlgnn bp: Uhwuht Bhup dhe jupwuntwuwlwu papnp hwitnhwynudubpniu bL Spughpubpniu kg, nu
dhoy 2boyp Yp nubp vhwulwluiunc@bwl e Jhwpwuni@bwit dpw), npndhtpbe Yp hwcwypup gbpugnju
wpdEpubpniu b ng @5 Ubndhy, gng b hnghwgwd quinuithwpubpne L wypbjwlbpuh:

0. Uphpuwip’ plupyph dwpn Ep BL yluppep hpwlwlwgunn ne gnpduwljwliugunn wud Ep: Unuiug
JnuwhwipniEbwit Yp thnpdbp, Yp swuwp hwdngly bL prunwitinwenp Ep unchpugpndubp gyubincu Jbe, npubu
gh hwuuh gbpwanju tywyulubpne b ng @5 wuduwlwu swhtpne: UkSwanju oppuwlubpbu Jip BYknbkgLn
Juph juplp ububwlubpne Jepwdtiu Ep, npytu gh unp ubpniunp pp jugpncy gbnp ndubuw), w&h b JbSuw
ELbntgLn) dbe: huly fupg Up ywpwawubpniu ke bpp phs Up Ubn Yugniebwu dwypuncbp Y pubp’ « Nwgpne i
Bu pwrwpup fjuouws &Y, gbyphup wwppwugpws U, jupdtd hhdw nniu whyp £ fuouhu BL pne fuoupn wikih
wanighly whiph pyjwy»: B hujuyBu” wpnhiupp Uhag npwlw | pywp: Wugnepup Blntigen) Ynn phu Uhhpuitp
UbS Ubprpnud niubp Ywlwnuwh Ukypuwpwitswlwup Apduwnpneebwl b wunp Spwghpubpniu, nop pwth dp
quphubp wnwe WEphluwjh 2w) Ukpupwitswlwt CulEpwlgnee-hiup wwipnitg ghup, hp Eplywp gpwpputpne
Unthpwlwt Swnwjnc@tw hwdwp, jupluybu' npubu bwiuwgwh:

(0. Uphhpwup punc@tuwt dwpn. bp: WU Wugpnidng upbndwd punc-hiup Yp uhpbip b punc@bubu ng @k dhwju Y
wfuopdbp, wy|’ punc@EUbU fupdtp nwu p unpdtp:

Ruswbu ghybp, Wugpnuwd bplhupu ne Eplhpp upbindtg, wbe dwpn wpwpwdp upbindtg: Uhhpwup
punEtwl Uwjtny b jupluwbu hp puwit EypbLh wywpgpbghu dbe Gugpbng ypbuwe b unpdbgu @5 * Cwnp
wypnen Yot gy b wyn wgpnen p hpBu sh wwhbp, wginen p nephou hwdwp b: Unjuybu Swnhlu ne Juipnp:
Ownhyhu n Juprhu prjpp hpbu hwdwp sk wyp nuphopu B opowwywppu hwdwp: Lub wb wunpunwpdwe @
wpbLp hp Swnwquwy@utpp 4p gnjuguk ng @5 hpbu hwdwp wy nuphoh, opewwwgphu hwdwp: Neptdy’

Uhhpwup' fupdkp punc@tuby’ pnjubipbu b wypnugine Swnbpbu unpdbgwe gy BL nuphop nupuifuwgub: W
oqubig hulwdhu, ypywphu, Ywpoypbwihu b JEdwanu hwuypp' Utbypwpwuswlwuh Spwghpubpp' 2wjwugpui,
Upguwifu, Uhghtu Upbckpp b Anu Lwliwgw nip dhwupb nhdwenptghup L pwswitiptighup ni ubkgnil Yeguiup
Unp f&npnu@-o hwuypuypninn hwjnprhubpni: Uphpwup' Uwbe fupdhp ensniuubpbu wy nwu unpdbgwe: Uu
b wwpybght Uk tuypwd | nupwfuwtwp @ngnciubpniu Epgbgnnni@-bwdp: b hupl wi wyn qrunwiunp
pwdutklgbguL yruppbip Epgswiuncpbpne ube bpglnyg: Wu hp dwjund, qUuypniwd hwnwpwubg, qUuypniwd
Yhuybg e pp wuipluitiwd wagh’ 2wy dpwlinyep pwpép wwhbg:

Uhpbih hwrwqpulyhgubp,
Ppwlwuncebwu Uk, dwpn wpwpwdp upbndniwd sk wuduwlbrnpnu b Euwlbnpnu jewup wwypbine, wy
uypbindnLwd & hp Udwuhu oqubine b dbnp bpluptne hudwp:

Uwplnuh Uekypuwpwiuhu ks hp pbutbup Skp 3huncup wywipnibpp' «Uhpk puljepn pne witdhn whus:
Uwluju sbup Ypuwp Jtp udwup uppby B dbp dwupu oquby witduwuppni@-bwdp: YUpuwtp dhwju wit wpbu
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Epp Jbp wuduwuhpni@hiup Yp thnfuwtwlnih 2phuypnuwuppniEtwdp np | wnwsunpn dwpn wpwpwdp
dwprpwuppni-bw:

Shuntuh wwypnipp owip juypuwly b Ny dhwjl juoupny uhpb|, wy| gnpdny: «Uhpk qUuypniwd pne wdpnne
Enc@bwdpn, uppk UwbL pni pultpn pne wtdhn whus: Uhhpwup hpwlwitwgnig Skp 3huncuh wwypnebpp b
Gwpdtp wyn wudl Ep np Suwd Ep nphohu hwdwp b wnweht hpe-hu Wuginidng hwdwp, www pugpuwuhph,
ELtntghhu, hwdwjuphu bL Eypp opowwywphu: Wi Yupblghnd, gpuny, Swnwjtind b oqubng | nupwfuwuwp
npnyhtpbe hus np Y pubp Wupnudng ' pukp, ubpnd Y pubp b thwnpp Wuypnidng Ep B ng @k hp wiudpu:
Uhhpwup Yhpwenpdbp Uwbe Skp 3huncuh wyp wwypnikp dp' «bpp npnpdne-hcu | pubu, dwfu denpry. @nn
shdwuwy we dknphn hus g p»: W fuoupny, Uhhpwiuhu Uk ypuw) gnpduwlwit 2wy Lphuypnubwljwt fewuph
wypbwlbpy’ hwrwypp b gnpd nup Swlnpnu wnwpbw| Yp sbopbp @k hurwypp wnwug gnpdh ybnwd k:
Wju wwypdwnwe Ywprncyhu Ay dhwuhu pptug yincup nwpdnighl wno@ph b Swnwn@twl pindl:

d. Uhhpwup hp uljgeniupubipny b YEgniwdputpny hwuypugpulwd wud Ep, npndhbypbe hp npnaoncdubpp 4
wnlbp Wuypnidng fjuouph Sodwpypni-hiiubpnit hwdwdwju b pwoni@bwdp Yp YEuwp wyn Sodwpypnee-buit
Ynwy, wnwiug uwlwplyneEbwu: UhEunju wgpbu Ukpnn Angh niubp b dhog push puwd ' @k op dp
hLpwpwship wud wwipuufuwl whph gwy Qugpnedng pp fuoupbpnit bL gnpdtpncu hwdwp:

dW. Uhhpwiup bnui funuwph, phuywp, hpwwway, pwg pwe b fjuhquiu 2w, Ukbpupwuwluwu G 8phuginubuw
Enpwjp dp, np Wupnuddl upugwd Guiusp hpwlwuwgnig’ wno@pny, swpny, puyg’ |nLn nL Uniug, wnwig
dwjuh, wnuwitg Edpniyh, wnwitg thwnp b wywphe hugpnbne, pwg dhoy dpuswit wpluwguitipny nu
wlpwhwfulnhp Unchpnwdni@bwdp: Wunp hwdwp 2wne@hiu ke phupnubn@hcu dl wdpnnswgnud bp:
Quuy ephupnubwlwit 2wewyph bL 2wy nuypngh ni Jpwlny@rh hwunby hp niubgwd wuuwlwply unchpnwdp:
WU bue b wypbgue wwpg, hwdbuy, twbe &odwpyn@hiup fuounn, Unjuhuly EErE dwpnhly hpdk ubnnibhu,
hpbU hwdwp hpduwluwu ne Ewlwut Ep” hwewypuiphd” duw Skp 3huncu phupnup, Wunp BYEnkghhu b 2w
wqght: ULy fuoupny bL pwnpu huljwlwu wnnwdnd, Uhhpwt Ahqub&bw, 2wy bL phupnubw) wud dp np
thnpdbig jwrwenju YEpwny wuyphy Skp 3hunup Lepwu pwpng p wpdwuwgpniwd Uwgp@bnup wkgpupwupu 5,
6, 7 gncfutbipniu dke: WU bwe fulwdhu, plwphu, juwpoypbwhu, Apcwiunht, wyphhu EL npphu Aky: Uhog hp
fuoupbipniu dbe | pubp @k wubu pwt Wuginidny hwnphu hudwp k:

Udthnthbd™

Uhhpuwiup Enu huy wggh dwpr, 2phugpnubwlwt hwcwypph dwpn, 2wy Ubpupwitwlwt GYEntghh dwpn,
Ubpupuiiwgwwiuh dwpn, hwy Jowlnyerh dwpn, ghpph L qpsh dwpn, Swnwnn dwpn, plgpuithep uppnn
dwpn, hwdwjupp uppnn Jwpry, @npnuEnhwnc@-hiup uhpnn dwpr, dwpnp uppnn dwpn B dbly pwunng’®
Hluwahp Uwpn.:

Uhhpwuhu Aingh Uhay Ephipwuwipn. duwg, pwyg $hahpwluit dupdhup puphph pepdwdp plwpwguwe:
Wunp hnghu dhoy jodwp Ep, uwljwju yepsht ypuphubpnit’ dwpdhup gljwp: Swjypunc@hiu 3ndhwiunihu
Ube Yp Yupnuwp. «Epwiutjh Bu wju JEnkjubpp’ npnup Skpnedny Yp Uusbu: Ujﬁ, | puk 2nghu, np hpbug
woluwpni@EULL huitgshu nu hptug gnpdtipp hpbug BybLbu 4 bperwus (14.13): buly Uwpbnup
Urkypuwpwup Swnwiubpne wnwlhu dbg, Yp pkuubup @5 wjiu Swnwu np hp punuunp gnpdwdstg,
quwhwynibguc:

Up hwwyuip np Skpp bp quilypu’ Uhhpuwit AhgqdbEwiuh ' puks. «Uwyphu, puph ne hucwgpuphd Swnw,
e np phs puith Uk hwwpuiphd tnuip, pliq pwip puittipnc dnuwy uhiph Yegut. dipbp poc (phpngn
nLpwfunc@buwilp dbe» (Uwp(: 25. 21):

Showyuwlu wprwpnju, opAunt@bwdp Enhgh: Uk

Jdbp. Ubpnp A. Ulypyphsbwu
31 2nlypbdpbp 2025
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411 East Acacia Street,
Suite 200, Glendale, CA 91205
US.A.

DC.METRO AREA

ARMENIAN
EVANGELICAL
FELLOWSHIP

Launch Event -
Saturday,
January 31,2026,
4:00-5:30 p.m.

The AEUNA is excited to organize an Armenian Evangelical presence
B I E N N IA in the Washington, D.C. area by establishing a regular fellowship

there. If you live in that region, or have loved ones who do, please
reach out to Badveli Heather Ohaneson (badveliheather@
J U N E 2 5 = 2 8 ] 2 O 2 6 amccpa.org) or Rev. Ron Tovmassian (fieldpastor@aeuna.org).
Wherever you live, we ask for your prayers for Jesus' healing love to

MONTREA L, CANADA reach Armenians in Maryland, Virginia, and D.C.



