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THE PUBLICATION CHAIR

Dear Readers,

As we embark together on yet another joyful journey
through the Forum magazine, my prayer is that you will
take time to reflect on the theme of the arrival of our
Messiah and Lord Jesus Christ. Though every article
contains an important facet of the Gospel of our Lord
Jesus, we find that each one conveys a unique and
weighty message. Each author perceives differently the
gravity, the enormity, the awe and beauty of the Lord’s
Nativity, Incarnation and even His Epiphany.

In addition to the above, we are living in a time of great
spiritual tension. While the Kingdom of God continues
to be preached and expanded through the growth of the
church, the kingdoms of men and darkness are always
working to mute the voice of God’s influence through
Christ. We specifically, as Armenians, have suffered
much since we last enjoyed this magazine together.
Though we have stayed faithful to Christ, we have
endured untold suffering with the displacement of our
people from our millennia-old Artsakh. Here, however,
is when the strength of the church is tested — when the
spiritual enemy of our souls stirs up human beings to
obey him instead of God, that is when our cry for Christ
is called to intensify. Now more than ever, the birth
and revelation of the Messiah Jesus Christ as He came
to earth brings us to realize that God’s intervention is
needed once again on a historic scale. Jesus Christ came,
and He is continually with us through His Spirit, but we
need Him to intervene once again to vindicate us, His
people.

Thus, while we war with the weapons of our warfare
which are not physical, and while we stay faithful to the
Gospel through thick and thin, the cry of our hearts
remains, “Come Thou Long Expected Jesus,” as the
hymn says. Jesus was born to set His captive people free.
He would do so and much more for every follower that
professed Him as Lord through the ages. Today as we
read and reflect on the coming of our Messiah, let us stir
our hearts to cry out for His Kingdom to come again,
to finish what He started, and to vindicate His people,
the church worldwide, which suffers here on earth but
remains faithful to Him and His Word.

May the pages that follow be a blessing to you, as you
read and reflect about God’s Only Son, who changed my
and your history forever.

Happy reading,
Rev. Joseph Garabedian

SAVE

THE DATE

2024 AEUNA BIENNIAL
UNITE AND IGNITE

Uhptih puptpgnnutp,

Uhty 4p Juykkp $npnud hwnnpp wiqud dp b,
U wnoppt E np dbkp Juppugus wwnkt junlmuh
dudwbtwl wnpudwunptp dkp Shpng nmt dplshtt Skp
8huniuh £phuinnuh wnweht qullumhulh: Pipwpwtiship
jopmws  §p  wwpmbwlk  Jupbinp wuwwnqud
Up ukp Skp Bhumuh  Unkwnwpuihtt  wpbsmuws:
ZEnhtwlubpp dkp Shpne Ouuntwl, Uwpnbnmptwul
n  Uunmwbwjuyuninipbwl,  dbdbmphitip &
qtinkgymphiip wwuppbp dkckpny jupunuguponb:

Ununky, wju opkpu pojnpu Jungphlip hnglnpungtu
Suomws dwdwtwlubpnt dkp: Zwljwpwl wunp np
£phuunnup humwwnwphd  fuwgwsd Bup, wqgnyht
wihwiinmndth swpswpwbpubp Ypkghtp, dwbuimbn
tpp Up hwquipudtug Upguiu huygpbtihph dnnnympyp
unhynpuljutt  nbknuhwimptwt Eupwplnibgunr:
Znu L, vwuyl, Gpp Bytnkginy hwiwwnph qopniphiup
[muwpdwyh wwy Yp gpmp: Gpp dbp hnghbpmd
pouwht dwpnhy Yp nppk ppkb hwquibtmlym
Uuwnniény thnpuwpkl, wytt wnkt £ np £phuninup
nnnnuus Ubp Juisp qopwbwm E Zhdw unbh
pwlt nbik dwtfuwl, vip @plhhsy Shuniu Lphuwnnup
buptujupinimpbwtt uiphpp nithtip whqud dp bk
wwwnwhbime  Ubkq wuonwuibm b wquunbn,
huswytu pput wulk wnwey:

Upn, uhty Yp wuypwphtp Ukp hwiwnph gRuptpnyp
npnip dwpfuwinp sk, nt huwwwnwphd §p fuwbp
Uitkinnwpuhtt wdkh ywpuquubpm dkg, dbkp upwnp
Jutsp hp tnjiwbuy punkpmt htin wyt hngbinp Epght
npn Ypuk, «GYnip, N Tunntlg Uywuniws 8huntu»: Ul
dtw np unpnijubpp wmquunnwgnk - pnnp wbntip npniip
qhtp hpptit Skp punwtiwus bu npuupbpnt ppwgpht:

Ujuop, uhly §p Yupnulbp wyu kobpp m §p junfjubp
Utip Ukuhuyhti qujuinbwt dwuht, pnn Ubp upnh jubsp
nwy bp pugquinpmptwt dudwinidp wiqud Up bru:
fonn quj Ul npykugh ykppwguk wyt hy np uljuws L,
wuownwwuknt hp dnnnynipnp, wyuhpt Ehknkght,
wdkl nntin mp bp hbwnbinpnubpp Yp swpswpniht, puyg
hunwwnwnphd Yp fuwmt bpku G Utnp voupht:

onn wju hwwnnpht tokpp ophiniphit ppyui uhts Yp
Jupnup quuntp nt §p junljup Ganp dwupti np dbp m

hu Ewtph wwwnuniphiup hhtdunyhtt thnpuwlEputg:

Puiph Cupbpgutimphib,
9kp. dngkd Ywpuybnbw

June 27-30, 2024
1 Corinthians 12:12
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FROM THE MINISTER TO THE UNION

“Go up on a high mountain, ...
Shout out loudly, ...
“Here is your God!”

...Like a shepherd he tends his flock;
he gathers up the lambs with his arm;
he carries them close to his heart;
he leads the ewes along.”

Isaiah 40:9-11

The Lord Like many other Western churches, we celebrate Advent as the beginning

GOd of our church calendar. The season starts on the Sunday closest to
November 30. The four Sundays of Advent are usually seen as a time of

preparation for the celebration of the Birth of our Lord Jesus Christ.

Comes

For many of us Advent is special because of the music and joyful songs
BY Rev. of the season. There are many favorite hymns that we hear and sing only
Hendrik at this time, though the powerful message they contain would be relevant
at any time of year. Even those who are not devout Christians like to
sing popular Christmas carols, usually without focusing on the words,
just because these tunes create a sentiment or a memory of some positive
experiences in the past.

Shanazarian

My Systematic Theology professor
in seminary used to teach us well-
Our hymns and songs are  known3*or 4* century hymns, mainly

Gregorian chants, so we could sing

COTI][ essions that aTthMlate them before he started his lectures. He
the thmgs we beliecue and did this to demonstrate that theology

is not just an abstract activity of the

the doctrines to which e mind. Our hymns and songs are

confessions that articulate the things

Cldh@?”e asa ChMTCh. we believe and the doctrines to which

we adhere as a church. O come, O

come, Emmanuel, a popular Advent

hymn we will sing later today, is almost

1200 years old. It was written to draw attention to the hope represented

by the incarnation of our Lord. It has been said that Christians learn

more theology from the hymns they sing than from catechisms or Sunday

School classes. However it is also true that sometimes Christian hymns

can be misleading and contain false teaching. This is a danger, because we

may not even notice these subtle indoctrinations into error as we joyfully

sing these familiar melodies. The choice of the hymns is one of the most
important aspects in the preparation for any worship service.
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(MTTU)

Advent literally means arrival or coming and is
applied especially to the anticipation of something
very important. In this case Advent refers to the fact
that the Son of God, the Creator of the Universe,
humbled Himself to take on human flesh and was born
a helpless child so He could be one of us and plead for
the reconciliation of fallen humanity.

The celebration of Advent has
become a joyful tradition for us,
including the lighting of candles,
Scripture readings, musical events
and special gatherings. All these
things make the season beautiful
and meaningful, but it is only in
recent centuries that Advent began
to be such a festive celebration. The
Council of Saragossa (380 AD) in
present day Spain can be considered
the first place where the coming
of God in human flesh was stressed as a right belief.
This doctrine was formed in response to the heresy
that denied Jesus’ humanity. Though the Council did
not specifically declare that churches should celebrate
a time of Advent, they encouraged Christians to be
present at church services every day from December 17-
29. Advent was also introduced in the 8" /9% century
through popularization of the hymn O Come, O Come
Emmanuel, with references to Isaiah 7:14 and Matthew
1:23 in the verses. These two factors helped to make
Advent a significant part of the Church calendar from
that day forward. Over time, liturgies were prepared and
doctrines were formalized to articulate our beliefs in
regard to the identity and work of Jesus Christ. Further
teaching tools were developed to educate church
members and respond to the false teaching that denied
Jesus’ humanity. Hymns have been a critical part of this
educational process in church history and a powerful
means for teaching theological concepts to the laity.

During the four Sundays of Advent, Christian
churches thank God for sending Jesus into the world as
a child in Bethlehem, but we are reminded that Advent
is also about the 2™ coming of Christ in the future.
Alternatively, some churches celebrate Advent as a
time to thank God for His presence among us today in
the form of His Holy Spirit. In this way it is a reminder

... Advent ... is a
reminder of His
continuous indwelling
and daily involvement in
our individual and
corporate lives.

of His continuous indwelling and daily involvement in
our individual and corporate lives.

So, Advent is a time to consider the past, the present
and the future. First, we look to the past and remember
God’s gracious love expressed in His willingness to
visit this fallen world as a humble child. We rejoice
as we retell the story that He lived
among us to reveal God’s will for our
salvation.

Second, we celebrate Advent in
the present by considering God’s love
in His daily encounters with people.
As Jesus was present in the flesh to
teach the world about the kingdom
of God, the Holy Spirit has been
sent to be with us today, teaching
and instructing us in God’s will for
our lives.

Finally, God’s ultimate will for His people was
demonstrated in the fact that He was willing for the
Incarnate Son to die on the cross to pay the price for
our sins and offer us hope for an eternal inheritance as
His children. In this way, Advent turns our eyes toward
the future as we prepare for His return.

This season is an opportunity for us to focus on our
lives right now and rejoice in the gift of Christmas.
Jesus has come into the world, and He has promised
to be with us every day through eternity. Our greatest
Christmas present is the wonderful promise that the
Prince of Peace is present in our lives through the
message of The Incarnation and the power of the child
born in Bethlehem.

The Advent season is a time for prayer, fasting,
repentance, anticipation and hope. As we joyfully sing
Christmas carols and remember God’s love, I pray that
each of us will be strengthened in faith and be filled with
God’s peace. May God use our celebration of Advent,
with its rich symbols, songs and traditions, as a means
to help others experience the coming of the Lord into

their lives.
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Uhniptwi Znghithtt NMwwngqudp

Ouniunh Ywpbtinpniphiup

unniws np nupbph pupwugphtt dwpquptubph

Uhongny huouk) m hwunnpnulgky Ep dupnnt htwn,
npnotig wdtwy bu dwupnm yuwndm phwb dke vk,
hp npymt nphkny, npytugh dwpplughtt dwptuny
utp ke ptwlth m Ukqhg Ukyp nuntwy: Uunniwus
hisn™ wyu tnp uhongp gnpswskg: Uuwnsnt Nprnu
qujuntut jupbinpmptwtp winpunuptum &
htwnbikw] hwdwpnyg m Gptp YEnbpny:

8njhwutm Utknnwpwih dby Shuntu wumd E «Bu
Eluy np Yhwbp mubkiwb b wounk) bu mukbwbs Lu
EQu np dwpn wpwpwdp wikh (Egnib n hdwunwhg
Jtwbp mubkuwy: Puyg wyu (Egnit Jhwbpp huswyk u
Junth nwpduw:

U- S8humu bjun Zuwyp Uuwnémib ukq jujnbbini-
Ountinp dwbwiwtny  dkq  huybph hwdwp
Uunmwbwjujntmpbutt  wott kE  pwth np
unynpuljut vh dwtnmh suniuy sk np jhownwljimd
E n wmotumd, wy] «Uupunbjhtt Epluh b Eplph p
hwbdwpmpu wwwnbkgus  bphupmd b kphypmd
Utpwiikjhtt pwdwpupmph dkg nknunpitg:

Outntwdp, Uuuninmws dwupuhtt wpu b dkp dke
puwltg, uvm ULS punphmpny E b dwuppgmu hwdwp
1hnghtt wiunpununtwp wbupbh, puyg twbe
winipwbwh LoUwpuniphtt £ np 8huniuh Suntunny,
Jtwlpny, pwpngniptudp, dwhny nt jupnipbudp
Uuwndént  Emphiit ot junlmphibbbipp dwpgon
hwdwp juynbwpbpitkg, bt dwpnm hwdwp jupkh
nupdwt hp vwhwdwbtbph Uk Uuwnédnit dwtwskinm
wjuyku np k:

8nyhwbnt Utkwnwpwuh dkte (1:18) «Uuwndni ny
np tppkp sh wbubk), pugh vhwshu Npymg, np Zop
éngmd k. tw E ukq tpw dwupb juynbbky» Shuniu
Uhtis wpwpbwjubpht yuwnpwunmd tp dwpduny
tputghg pwdwinkim  hwdwp  (Bngh.  14:8-9),
®hihywynup ligpuiiphtt np wuwg «Skp, gn'jg winip
utq Zopp, b nu ukq puwiwlub b, yuunwuuwubkg.
«Ujupwt dwdmbiuly dkq htwn &, b hud Z&mhmzhgh I
®hihywn v: Ny htid nkuw, tw Zopp wnkuwt..

Uuntwdwpwwljut qppipmid jupnmd Eup np
Uunnmwé ppku jujntl; E unbndwgnpémpbwub
Ukp, twhkr dwppyniptut wyuudmptwi dky,

dwpquptubph vhongny dwppljuig htn juouly k ke
dwnpn wpwpwsdp jupnnugk] E Uuwndnit npny swthny
Swbwk), puyg Uunmwé hpku juynttg dwpnnib
hp Opnnt thongny wy swithny np dwpnu jupnn kp
hwuljutw) &L wytt swhny np dwpnu Juphp niukp
Uuwnént htwnn hunnppulglijnt: 8huntu Zuyp Uuwndnih
Utiq jujnikg, Lpw fuoupkpp Zop huoupkpti bht m
qnpdtpp Zop qnpstpp (8nih. 14:11):

8huniu hp JEwupny nt numgnifubipny, sunitunny,
dwhny m jupm pbwdp Uundnt Eniphiup ukq juynukg:
Shuniu Uuwén sunphpp hipwjwwnnmly YEpwyny dkq
Jjuyuntitg: EEEL jupnmd Gup Uuwndnt puinphph dwuht
Zhtu Wnwupwind, 8huntu hp jupwpbpoiphiutkph
Ukp  dwpplmig n  wpwlbpnubph hbkwn, hp
pupnqubph dke ubplyuyugptg sunphph Uuwénii:
Npytu whkqkppp untnény Uunnws np ngmud &
pp unbndws twpym htn hwunnppulgh) ubpn b
dnbtphd jupwpbpmiphtt mubkbw], Lu Wunpuun
Enuwr hp wdbbwpwulwghtp qnhbny wyn Jupkh
nupdub], Shuniuh dwhny ni jupniplwdp:

P-  8Bhunmu Gjun  hwpunbkgubint  dknuinp
Uwpymt Uuwném htw, G dwppljutg hpup htwn-
Monnu wrnwpbkw) gpoud E «Blu, fuwnunniphtu
wibnwpuitg b dkq, np htinm thp tpubhg, U kg,
np down thp tpwi, npnghtnl tpwing Epyniuu Ukl
zngny Zopp Uowmbklwni wpwotmphit mubkup»
(Gthtu. 2:17-18): Undutu Uuwdnt opkupt kp phply,
L dwpqupkubp puouli Eht opkuph Juplnpmptwb
b npuw hwdwdwjt wmypbm dwuht, dwpnne dknph
b Uundmt npuunwyuwpunipbwt  dwuhl, Lpw
nnnpUnipbwtt m ubkpnidh dwuht: 8huntu Glu b
jujnbwpbptg pk uppn), wpnupmpbwb, gniph n
nnnpumpbwt Uunniws, np ybnpp sh hwunnipdnd,
puyg uhpmd b dbnuinphtt m thuhwugmd E pub
uknph Juwwwiphg wquuk), 8hunu £phuwnnuny
nu Jupbih qupdpkg: Uwpnp wjjbo dhayb pbws,
inuinp . quuuwywpumpbwt wpdwth sk wy
£phuninuh jpwsny m jupmpbwudp, hwirwnwing
Jupnn £ Uuném tkpmdp uvnwbwy ot Zugp Gundne
quiulp nuntwy: Lphutninuny Jupnn tup Uuwndnih
Zujp Jubghp mt tpw htn dnbphd juy hwunwwnty:
Uwpnu hp wdbkbwpws Jhdwlmd Ywupnn E
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£phunnuhtt Juuwhbing Uuwnénit phul), ubkpmd
unnwtiw], upprh] nt juthnbktwluwh jhwiup dunwugby:
£phunnu Ukq hwywnkgpkg Uuwnént htin n Uuwném
quuuljubp nwpdptg, b hp hnghtt wiwt npykuqgh
owpnitwlbup wyn jupwpbpmphitp:  Lphunnu
dupgniu Uunént hkn hwpwnbguting m Uuwném
quiuyjutin npupdubnyg Yupbjhniphtup wowy phpue
np pwdwl pudwb m qubwuqub wwwndwnubpny
hpwp i pouniwgmd dwpnlnppiip pp dhgngny
hwouiku ppwup htnn Uundmt quuulfubp m dby
puwnwthph winufubp nuptwny: ‘Lu tpubg vholt
pudwting yuwwnp yEpgpkg:

Q- £phuninu Ejur np Uunmwéwhwdny Yhwuph
ophttmp ubpluywmguh- Uuwndnt Npnhtt dwpuhl
hwqutin m ukq wdwb dwpy nuntwny, dtp dke
wwplny  Ukpljwjwugntg ophwlkih, Yunwpturg
dwipnp, Uundmt hwdkih dwpnp, nt dkq hputhpkg
hp ophttmjhtt htwnlbbkm: Lw dkq ophtiml] niun pk
Uuwndnt wuwnlbptt mubkgnn dwppp, £phunnuny
ubprws nt Uundnt quiwl] pupdws wbdn htyy nbuwly
Jbwbp E wwypbn, hty mbuwl jupwpbpmphit k
nubtwm hp unbndnng Zuyp Uuwndnt b hp onipop
tnnn duppynipbwt htwn: £phunnu Bjut juwnwpbug
dwipnnt ophtwlyp juyyntbym:

dtpohtt ppphphg wnwy nnbwpugh pupwgph
Shuniu wuwg. «Upy Lpk tu Skpu m dwpnpuytinug,
ltugh Akp nwuphkpp, nmp unjuiyku wwpuuinp kp
Uhubwtg nnplpp jrwbtw): Lwth np ku dkq ophtiwy
dwnuyjkgh, npykuqh huswywku btu dkq wpbkgh, nnip
k) unju YEpwy wukp»: Nonnu wpwpbw] wjuwyku L
gl Unplpwghubpht. «Ldwinkp hud, hiswyhu
ku £phunnupis (U Ynp. 11:1): Mhnpnu wpwphug
tdwbwwku hp wpwehtt twdwlh Lphpnpy gunid
hipwpintumd £ hunmwwnwgbwjibphtt - 8humuh
ophtwlht htnlbnt. «Apnyhtnb nmip htig wyny putih
hwdwp Ynsitghp, putith np Lphunnut k) dkq hwdwp
swpswpilg b dkq ophliwl pnnkg, np hp htwnpkpm]
pupwbwbp:» Bibny vhwjt Uvh pwtth ophttwll 8huniu
Utq ophtwl] miwt uhpny, tkpdwl, juntwphmpbul,
dwnwyniptwl b Zuyp Uunédnt hkn hwunnppulgbing,
wnwelnpymphit punpkin b htwquunbim hwdwnp:

Uw EOtuuntwt puph inipp. Uunmiwbwywyinbim phl,

Jlp. Zkuphly Cwhwqupbub
Uhnmiptwl Znght

Zhruhuuyht Udbphuwyh Zuy
Urtknwpwbwljuwit Uhnipht

Uundm. b  dwpputg hbkn  hwyumphit
b  Uuunmwdwhwdn) b Juwuwpbw) YJEwbph
Jupkihnphta b ophliulh bplujugmd: Puyg n'pl
E dwpym jupdwupugnit wuwnwujpwbp wju puph
|miphte

Y- Uwppmu ywuwujuwitp Sutunkwt  pwph
|niphti- Ounnp npwpmpbwt  Uks  wibknhu
E, mphdu gudbwlip b wouklp tpw quniuwnp,
Juybikup tpw ubpyuymphiup, ykq htwn (hubo
wnwbdbuwpunphmup:  QGunwpwbnipbwi  hkwn
thwuhtt 8humuht tuyklp m wwuwihtkup, tpub
(uktp nt ipwthg unynpkip m tpwt hEwmbikup: ‘Lw hp
Unipp Znghti titut np Ukq htn tfuwy, Ukq unynpkguh
n1 qopniphtl gunphh wdkt op 8huntupt tdwtbnt b
upwt htnbbn:

Lw Ejur np Yhwbp mbbtwbp b wybh wnunky
nuktwtp: tw Jupbh nupdpkg Zuyp Uuwndnih
jaynnitiny, pp Yhwbph qund ukq Zopp hbwn
hwownbguting m ukq ophtwl ubkpluyugubiny:
Lw kluwr b hpkt hpuihpkg pnnp jnqws m
phntutnprwstbphtt hpkuhg hwighun quubkn b
hpkuhg unynpbnt, b hp wowljpnubpp nuntwnt:
Unoppu k np dwpuhtt wnwé m Ukp dke phwljus
fphunnup tkpuymptwdp wdtu op unpngikup
Juwwnwptwy dwpy (hulnt tyunwyny L£phunnup
juwunwpbw] hwuwlh swthhtt hwutbng, Uuwnédn
witw thwpph hwdwp: Udtu: W
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FROM THE FIELD PASTOR (FP)

Waiting for
Adoption
By Rev. Ron

Tovmassian

1 What I am saying is that as long as the heir is a child, he is no
different from a slave, although he owns the whole estate. 2 He is
subject to guardians and trustees until the time set by his father. 3

So also, when we were children, we were in slavery under the basic
principles of the world. 4 But when the time had fully come, God sent
his Son, born of a woman, born under law, 5 to redeem those under
law, that we might receive the full rights of sons. 6 Because you are
sons, God sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, the Spirit who
calls out, “Abba, Father.” 7 So you are no longer a slave, but a son;
and since you are a son, God has made you also an heir.

Galatians 4:1-7

any years ago, I was listening to the testimony of the late Norita Sarian

Erickson who was serving with her husband, Ken, as a missionary in
Ankara, Turkey. She spoke of her shock upon visiting an orphanage in that
city. The children there were not actually orphans, they were either physically
or emotionally disabled and had been abandoned to this place by their parents.
As she described what she encountered, it was heart-breaking. They were herded
like cattle, with very little care or personal attention; tied into their small iron rail
cribs /beds like prisoners and left there unattended for hours at a time; ignored
and denied basic human needs.

As 1 listened to her story, I kept thinking of popular stories of orphans familiar
to us all. Little Orphan Annie, the comic book character with curly red hair, was
an endearing, cute and engaging little girl, waiting and hoping to be adopted by a
loving parent. Oliver Twist, another dear, sweet, little boy who seems easy to love
and was waiting for a better life to begin. We all root for them and cheer when they
find a home and it is easy for us to imagine someone loving them. But who would
love the disabled children in this ugly, filthy, smelly orphanage in Ankara. Thank
God He put a special love for them in Norita’s heart and it is amazing to see the
difference she made in just a few short years.

This is a season when we remember that Christ came to deliver us and give us
hope. In the passage above, Paul describes the contrast between our lives before
Christ, living with no hope, and our redemption through Christ’s incarnation.
In Chapter 3, he teaches that before Christ came, we were locked up as prisoners
under the law, helplessly waiting until Christ should be revealed. Now that Christ
has come, we have been freed from the law. By faith, we are justified and clothed
in Christ’s righteousness rather than our own unrighteousness, no longer servants
or slaves, but heirs of promise.

Here in Chapter 4, he makes himself even more clear. In the Roman and Greek
culture, a custodian was assigned to each male child and charged to train him for
adulthood. That child’s status became the same as a servant, or a slave. Even a
legitimate child of the household needed to be adopted by the father and given
the status of his birthright. Paul is saying that we too were under such bondage,
but our custodian was not able to bring us to a point of adoption because we had
become slaves to the “basic principles of this world.”

It is unclear exactly what Paul means by this phrase. It does not seem to be an
apt description of the law. Also, if he meant the law, he would be excluding the
Gentiles, which does not seem to be his intention. He is likely referring to the
basic moral /religious teachings of the world (including the law) that all fall short
and cannot solve the problem and lead to adoption. Some would include here
even the demonic spiritual forces at work in the world that enslave us in sin rather
than leading to freedom in Christ.

Regardless, he tells us that in the fullness of time, God sent His Son. Notice
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that while we are waiting for a solution, God is acting in
the absolute perfection of His own sovereign design to
meet our needs perfectly. What an important message of
comfort for us in all the experiences of our lives.

Notice as well that Paul clearly assumes the pre-
existence of Christ in this passage. It says God sent
His Son, not that God created a Son, or gave birth to
a Son. The Son is pre-existent and with God from the
beginning, but in the fullness of time, God sent Him into
the world.

Sending Jesus to be born of a woman was the ultimate
humiliation. By being born of a Hebrew woman, He
became a slave to the same law that was a curse to us. Yet
He lived the perfect life under that law and became the
perfect sacrifice to pay the price of our redemption. What
the law could not do; what the basic religious ideas of the
world all fail to do; what the evil spiritual forces of the
world are all at work to stop us from doing; God did for
us by sending His Son to redeem us.

When by faith in Him, we receive adoption He does
something even more. Having sent His son to redeem
us, God also sent His Spirit to indwell us, comfort us,
guide us and sanctify us according to His grace. God the
Father, God the Son and God the Holy Spirit are all at
work to provide an end to our hopeless waiting, giving
us adoption as children of God and making us heirs to
an eternal hope.

Perhaps when we think of ourselves before Christ,
as orphans in need of adoption, we have an image of
little Orphan Annie, or Oliver Twist. Cute and loveable
orphans, just waiting for some benevolent person to
look down and recognize they don’t belong here. When
I read this passage, the haunting image of the orphanage
in Ankara and the helpless, hopeless children there
kept filling my mind. Custodians, unable and unwilling
to provide them with any hope; stuck indefinitely
living in the conviction that they can do nothing to
help themselves; unable to escape from or change their
situation. What must this have done to them spiritually
and emotionally? Norita reported that many of them
lived as if they were robots, without emotion, or any
sense of the world around them. They accepted the
situation without any expectation or hope that anything
better may be coming in the future.

They were not loveable nor were they cute. I am
reminded of the description of the coming Messiah in
Isaiah 53- He was despised and rejected by men, a man of
sorrows, and familiar with suffering. Like one from whom
men hide their faces he was despised, and we esteemed him
not. When the scriptures tell us He came to become like us,
it does not mean He came to become cute and loveable.
On the contrary, He became an outcast, unlovable, like
one from whom we might turn our face.

After describing the horrible conditions, Norita

showed videos of that orphanage today, after God sent
her in with His gospel of love and grace. The difference
was remarkable. The walls were full of colorful pictures,
drawings, and life. The children were being touched and
hugged and accepted. They were smiling and talking and
filled with hope. Their disabilities had not changed. The
mental and physical limitations were still the same, but
God’s grace had touched their lives. His hope had filled
them with the anticipation of something greater. They
understood the power of living in the advent of Christ.

God cared about those children when He saw them
waiting helplessly for adoption and hope. In the fullness
of His time, He sent Norita, to bring them grace and
redemption through Jesus Christ. God cared about us
when He looked down and saw us waiting hopelessly
and helplessly for adoption. In the fullness of His
time, He sent His Son to free us and bring us grace and
redemption through His perfect sacrifice.

Living in the Advent of Christ means that we are
still waiting. God sent His Son, born of a woman and
provided redemption for our sins, but we still live in this
world, awaiting His second coming and looking forward
to the ultimate fulfillment of the promise. Waiting is not
easy, especially when times are tough. Sometimes we
can get despondent and lose hope: How long will this
financial difficulty continue? Will I ever see a way out
of this problem? How many years will I have to work
this job that makes me miserable before I can retire? Can
there be anything else that could possibly go wrong in
my life? Haven’t I already been through enough Lord?

Living in the Advent of Christ, means holding on to
the knowledge that when, in the fullness of His time,
God sent His Son to offer us grace and adoption, He
also sent His Holy Spirit to abide with us daily; give us
comfort and strength; and walk beside us through even

the valley of the shadow of death.

The realities of day-to-day life are sometimes very hard,
and we are tempted to lose hope like those children in
the orphanage. Maybe there is no one who cares. Maybe
there is no one who will come and meet me in my pain.
Maybe there is no one who will love me, embrace me,
understand me, and adopt me into their family.

The message of advent is that God has already done
this for us in His Son. While we continue to live in this
world, we live in the blessed hope of the promise that
by faith in His Son, no matter what our condition or
circumstance now, we are heirs of the King of kings, By
His grace, the Child of Bethlehem has come to set us free
and will come again in glory to fulfill the promise of the
blessed hope we have in Him.

Christos Dzunav Yev Haitnetsav. Tzezi, Mezi
Medz Avedis. i
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Rev. Ron Tovmassian AEUNA Field Pastor

have been serving as the AEUNA Field Pastor for
almost exactly one year. As I travel around and
visit our Churches, people seem to ask me the same
question - What is it exactly that you are doing? The
best way I have found to answer that question is simply
to say that I am working to expand the footprint of
the AEUNA. In other words, I am reaching out to
make our presence felt and our existence known to
more people in more significant ways. This means
both within and beyond the circles of our Armenian
Evangelical community. Let me share a few ways that I
am working to accomplish this goal.

1. Connections with Christian Universitiesand Seminaries

Though most of our In Care Students, preparing for
full time Christian ministry in the AEUNA attend
these schools, the staff and administrators have very
little knowledge of who we are and what we provide for
Armenian students pursuing a theological education.
Certainly, there must also be other Armenian
Christians attending these institutions who have no
awareness of our existence. One of my primary goals
is to build relationships with at least 4-5 faculty and
staff members at each of these schools. I am specifically
interested in connecting with the heads of the theology /
pastoral relations departments and administrators in
the admissions departments. By making them aware of
who we are and the programs we provide to support
our seminary students, my hope is that they will help
us connect with young Christian Armenian students
who would be excited to consider an opportunity to
serve among their own people. So far, [ have built such
relationships with 7 different institutions and there are
many more [ will add to the list as the work continues.

2. Connections with the AEUNA Community

While visiting our Churches, I share details about
our AEUNA programs and resources to support young
people who are feeling called to ministry in some way.

EXPANDING THE FOOTPRINT OF THE AEUNA
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The AEUNA has programs to foster the development
of full-time students pursuing a vocation in pastoral
ministry, as well as lay persons seeking training for a
higher level of leadership within their church. The
AEUNA In Care program includes full scholarships
(including books, fees, and resources) for students
preparing for pastoral ministry in the AEUNA. We
also provide supervision and support for field work
and internship experiences in our churches. On the
other hand, the Lay Leadership Development Program
provides ¥ scholarship for a layperson who feels called
to pursue further training for Christian service in their

church.

As I share this information at our churches, our
youth camps and through participation in AEYF
events across the county, invariably young people come
to me and share the burden for ministry God is placing
on their hearts. At this point I am corresponding and
meeting regularly with about 15 different young people
across North America, all exploring God’s call in their
lives. I am glad to report that 3-4 of them are already in
the process of completing applications for our In Care
Program. By the end of 2024, [ hope to have 8-10 people
in the program preparing for pastoral ministry in the

AEUNA.

3. Connections with In Care Students/Interns, Young

Pastors and Former Pastors

One symptom of the crisis we are facing in regard
to lack of pastoral leadership, is that many of our
young pastors are leaving our churches (sometimes
leaving pastoral ministry altogether) after just a few
years of service. By providing support, prayer, and
mentorship for them from the time they are students
in care, through their initial years of ministry, we hope
to change this unwelcome trend. As the AEUNA
Field Pastor, I meet monthly with our students and
interns for supervision and mentorship, keep regular



Above: With East-West Coast Youth Leaders
at Camp Arevelk

contact with our young pastors and maintain ongoing
relationships with those who have left pastoral ministry
in our union, In so doing, issues are addressed in a more
timely manner, additional support can be provided as
needed and our younger pastors are able to share their
concerns and issues in a healthy manner.

4. Connections with Our AEUNA Churches

One reason our young pastors are frustrated and
leave is because our churches are not willing to embrace
their vision for ministry and outreach. In addition to
recruiting and training young pastoral candidates, we
also need to be training our churches and challenging
them to accept new ways of doing ministry that will foster
growth and spiritual life. The gospel never changes, but
our methods of ministry must always change and adapt
to meet the needs of the community. We have come to
see our churches as places that serve us (i.e., the existing
congregation in each church). We must grasp the reality
that the role of our churches is not to serve us, but to train
us to serve others and reach out to the community beyond
our churches. Once we understand that important
distinction, I believe our young pastors will find it a
joy to serve in our churches. To that end my ministry
includes teaching and educating church leaders about
Christ’s mission for His Church and the adjustments
that need to be made in order to engage a new generation
of Armenian Evangelical Christians.

5. Connections with the AEUNA Ministry Committee

As the AEUNA Field Pastor, [ work very closely with
the AEUNA Ministry and Executive Committees to
create policies and define procedures that will facilitate
the work of our Union. We are currently finalizing a
program that will provide a 3-4 month residency program
in the Near East for our AEUNA In Care students. A
new policy is under consideration to provide a process
for AEUNA pastors working outside the bounds of our
union to maintain their Ordained Ministerial Standing.

Above: With Leaders and Counselors at Camp Arevelk
Above left: At the Leadership Conference in Chicag

This will allow us to keep a closer connection and work
collaboratively with those who are not serving our
churches anymore. We are creating a new organizational
chart for our AEUNA Youth Programs and a Ministry
Charter for our Committee on Youth to help our
ministries to youth and young adults function more
efficiently and effectively. New by-laws and operating
charters are being prepared for the East Coast AEYF
and Camp Arevelk. Other policies /guidelines are being
generated regarding pastoral compensation, aid for
retired ministers and background checks/security for
AEUNA employees and

volunteers.

The vision for our future
does not come from us, it is
given to us by Jesus Christ
Himself. He does not tell
us to create churches to be
comfortable places where
we serve the needs of our
own people. In Matthew
28:19-20 He tells us that
our churches must - Go
and make disciples of all
nations, baptizing them in
the name of the Father and
of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey
everything I have commanded you.

Preaching at Armenian Church of
the Martyrs, Worcester, MA

Thank you for giving me the opportunity to serve
God’s kingdom in this way during a critical time in the
life of our Armenian Evangelical community. I pray
that God will raise up leaders for our churches, but even
more importantly that He will raise up churches for our
leaders.

Please continue to pray for this work and for all the
ministries of the AEUNA. [l
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SUPPORT THE AEUNA

DID YOU KNOW THE AEUNA PROVIDES NEW INITIATIVES
TO UNITE, EQUIP & SUPPORT UNION CHURCHES?

The AEUNA arranges: Seminars and training to increase ministry and leadership
skills; Church to Church (C2C) gatherings to unite and build relationships; and
creates publications and educational resources to equip church leaders. In addition,
the AEUNA is exploring new ways to organize retreats and targeted training sessions to
meet the specific needs of our pastors, ministry leaders and Union churches - all to help our
churches grow stronger in their calling and collective mission.

THE AEUNA NEEDS YOUR DONATIONS

The hard truth is that these new initiatives, including the current work and administration of
our Union office, cannot move forward effectively without your help. Your financial support
is needed to help recruit, educate and supervise the training of ministerial candidates; send
our Minister to the Union and Field Pastor into the field to visit and support our pastors and
church leaders: organize AEUNA retreats, gatherings, and Biennial Conferences; support our
youth, camping and women's ministries; and explore new locations for Armenian Evangelical
Churches to be planted. We depend on your support to keep the AEUNA vital and strong.

PLEASE GIVE BOLDLY!

The Lord is at work in our community! Simply visit
aeuna.org and click the DONATE button, or scan
the QR Code to the right. Checks payable to the
AEUNA (Memo: General Fund) may be mailed
to AEUNA, 411 E Acacia Ave. #200, Glendale, CA
91205-5609.

Thank you in advance for your
generous gifts and continued
support of the AEUNA.

Donations to the AEUNA
are tax-deductible.

Point your phone
Let us support, pray for and love each other. camera here

2 Corinthians 9:6-15

B June 27-30, 2024

Q San Francisco Bay Area (San Mateo)

Just as a body, though one, has many parts,
but all its many parts form one body, so it is
with Christ.

>
I
-
Z
>

BIENNIAL

1 Corinthians 12:12
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FEATURE

THE PROMISED
MESSIAH IS

FULLY REVEALED

By Rev. George Terian,
Senior Pastor

Immanuel Armenian
Congregational Church

Downey, CA

here is an amazing piece of art done by a Korean

artist named Elder Rhee who had spent eight
years to complete this unique scroll, which is not a
painting, but is an artfully created picture formed by
writing thousands of words in shaded letters with a
fine-tipped pen. This scroll contains the entire New
Testament written out by hand.

There are about 185,000 words on the scroll with
an average of a thousand words per line. Some of the
letters are drawn thick while others are thin, but when
combined together they display a picture of Jesus
Christ, surrounded by 27 angels who represent the 27
books of the New Testament.

The figure of Christ is not imposed on the words,
but when the 185,000 words of the New Testament are
linked together, the image of Jesus is clearly exhibited.

This fabulous scroll is not large; it is only six feet
long and four feet wide. If you magnify any segment of
the picture, such as the head, you would be able to read
the actual words of the Gospels. The message that the
artist intends to convey to the viewers is that the New
Testament reveals Jesus Christ in His full majesty.

A well-known American evangelist, Stanley Jones,
says, “Jesus did not come to bring the Good News; He
is the Good News.” The Korean artist is essentially
making the same statement: Jesus is the Gospel.

The Apostle John, in the epilogue of the 4th Gospel,
utilizes the Greek word “Logos” to describe Jesus. In
Greek philosophy, this term has several meanings:
word, reason, intelligence, wisdom and rationality.
The intelligence that designed and created our vast
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universe is none other but the Lord Jesus Christ.

The evangelists Mark and Matthew used Jewish
terms and expressions because their aim was to reach
Jewish readers, or those who were brought up in the
Jewish tradition. When the Apostle John wrote the
4% Gospel, he was living in the city of Ephesus which
was a great center of Hellenistic culture. He had to
find a way of conveying the truth of the Gospel that
would appeal to the Greek mind. To refer to Jesus as
the “Son of David” or even the “Messiah,” would have
been incomprehensible to the Greeks. I firmly believe
that the Holy Spirit guided the Apostle John to use
the concept of the “Logos” to introduce Jesus to the
Greek-speaking world that included all the countries
that today border the Mediterranean Sea.

The Greek thinkers were impressed, not only by the
diversity of the universe, but also by its dependability.
So they asked, “who keeps the stars in their assigned
orbits? Who brings back the seasons in their appointed
order?” Their answer to these probing questions was
that this work is done by the Logos who not only
created the universe, but also sustains and operates
it. Plato, one of the famous Greek philosophers says,
“The Logos stabilizes the universe.” According to this
sage, the Logos is what prevents the universe from
plunging into chaos.

Philo, a Hellenized Jewish Philosopher, who lived in
Alexandpria, Egypt, and was a contemporary of Jesus
Christ, says, “The Logos is the bridge that connects
the transcendent God with the material universe.”
Through the “Logos” designation, the Apostle John
presents Jesus, not only as the Creator and Sustainer

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE



FEATURE CONT'D

of our complex universe, but also as the indispensable
link that unites the recalcitrant humans with the God
from whom they had become alienated.

You can imagine the tremendous impact that the 4th
Gospel had on those who were deeply immersed in
Greek culture and philosophy when they learned that
the Logos is Jesus Christ!

In the first 18 verses of the 4" Gospel, John mentions
several important facts about Jesus and His mission.

(1) He tells us who Jesus is.

Without apologizing to anyone, the Apostle boldly
asserts that the Logos is the incarnate Son of God
who created everything. In almost all English and
Armenian versions of the Bible, the Greek “Logos”

communication, To call Jesus the Word is a strong
affirmation of the undeniable fact that Jesus is the
means whereby God communicates with human
beings. This truth is amplified and verified in the
Epistle to the Hebrews 1:1-2, where we are told
that in ancient times God communicated with
our forefathers through the prophets, but in these
days, “He speaks to us through His Son,” Jesus
Christ, who is God’s final Word to our perishing
world.

As a rule of thumb, Greek proper nouns usually
have the definite article in front of them, but in
John 1:1, the Greek word “Theos” which means
God, does not have a definite article; however,
this does not justify to regard God as an indefinite
being, such as a god among others. A basic rule of
Greek grammar states that whenever
in a single sentence we find two
nouns that are related to each other,

Through the “Logos” designation, the Apostle John e e e e s

definite article and shares it with the

presents Jesus, not only as the Creator and Sustainer of | NESSE N

our complex universe, but also as the indispensable
link that unites the recalcitrant humans with the God IEAGREECRICIRERI LRSS IERE!

fromwhom they had become alienated.

is rendered “the Word.” Since the noun “Logos”
in the original Greek has five different meanings,
James Moffatt did not attempt to translate it and
preferred to retain the Greek term “Logos” in his
English Bible. I can understand the magnitude of
the problem that Moffatt encountered because it
is impossible to find an equivalent English word
that encompasses all the various meanings of
the Greek “Logos.” I even venture to say that
the translation of the word “Logos” requires the
composition of a whole sentence to highlight the
different nuances of its full meaning.

To call Jesus the Word is also an impressive
designation because a word is the expression of
a thought. We first think and then express our
thought through the medium of words. So, by
calling Jesus The Word, we acknowledge Him as
being the true expression of God’s thought, which
is another way of saying that He is the complete
reflection of God’s mind.

Furthermore, a word is also an effective means of

grammatical rule to John 1:1, where
we notice the occurrence of two

God. The first noun has the definite
article in front of it and shares it with
the second noun that is not required
to have a definite article,

Fortunately, the same rule is also found in English
grammar which helps us have a better grasp of the
intricacies of the Greek language. For example, in
English it is wrong to say, “The John, the baker,
bakes our bread.” The correct form is “John, the
baker, bakes our bread.” Similarly, in John 1:1, it
is a gross violation of Greek and English grammar
to say, “The Word was the God.” The correct
rendering of this short sentence is “The Word

was God.”

Dr. Kenneth Wuest, a highly regarded scholar in
the field of New Testament studies, has made a
very interesting rendition of the opening verse of
the 4th Gospel: He has written, “The Word was
in the same class as God.” In my estimation, the
most beautiful rendering of this verse is found in
the New English Bible: “What God was, the Word
was.” The dominant idea is that the essence of the
Word is the same as God’s.

John 1:1 means that Jesus is like God in His
essence and character, or conversely, that God is
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like Jesus. When we see Jesus feeding the hungry,
healing the sick, befriending the downtrodden
and forgiving sinners, we can say, “God is like
that.” The attitude of God towards the wayward
human race has always been that which we see
in Jesus.

When we see Jesus feeding the hungry, healing the
sick, befriending the downtrodden and forgiving

sinners, we can say, “God is like that.” The attitude
of God towards the wayward human race has
always been that which we see in Jesus.

(2) The Apostle John tells us what Jesus did.

“All things were made by Him and without
Him was not anything made” (John 1:3). In
Colossians 1:16, we are told that all visible
and invisible things were created by Jesus. The
indissoluble bond between the eternal Word
and creation is unmistakably clear.

The deities of the Greco-Roaman world were
distant, aloof and unapproachable; whereas our
God is near us, and He is as close to us as our
heart that beats within our chest. Moreover, our
God is accessible to us at all times because He
became flesh and came to dwell among us. After
all, one of the most prominent names of Jesus
is “Immanuel” which literally means “God with
us.” Jesus participated in the whole range of our
human experience; He shared our sorrows and
our joys, our tears and our laughter, our trials
and temptations and because He triumphed
over them, He is supremely qualified to assist,
guide and support us in all our hardships.

Our God did not just write us a letter to tell us
what to do and how to live. He did not send to
us a heavenly angel to act as His representative.
He came to us as one of us. Motivated by His
enormous love for lost humanity, Jesus willingly
set aside His divine prerogatives and consented
to come to our world as a helpless baby who was
born in very humble surroundings. The wonder
of wonders is that the Infinite became an infant
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who voluntarily accepted the limitations of
time and space, and the restrictions of a human
body, to bridge the dismal abyss that sin had
caused by separating us from our loving Father.

(3) Jesus is the only source of true light.

In a crystal-clear way we are told that Jesus is the
true light that dispels all darkness
and enlightens everyone who
comes into this world (cf. John
1:9). I would like to call your
attention to the adjective “true”
that describes or identifies this
light. The Greek word for “true”
is “alethinos” which basically
means “real” or “genuine” as
opposed to what is a counterfeit
or fake. Jesus alone is the real
light that leads to eternal life. All
other lights are poor substitutes
that mislead people. All other lights are fake,
and eventually, they will flicker and die.

(4) The Messiah will face opposition

He came to redeem His own people but,
unfortunately, they rejected Him (John 1:11).

King Herod hated Jesus and attempted to kill
Him during His infancy. The Jewish religious
leaders first ignored Him, but when His
popularity increased, they plotted to have Him
crucified.

In the following verse (John 1:12), the tragedy of
those who chose to reject their Messiah is vividly
contrasted with those who openly received Him.
The latter were rewarded by being elevated to
the privileged status of becoming God’s adopted
sons and daughters.

According to the nativity narratives, two distinct
classes of people gladly welcomed, adored and
worshiped the new-born King, They were the
Judean shepherds and the Magi who came from
the East. The symbolism that is portrayed here
is astounding.

The Judean shepherds were, of course, Jewish
and very poor; whereas the Magi were Gentiles
and very wealthy. Jesus demolished the wall of
separation that hostility, prejudice, ignorance
and bigotry had erected, and united the rich
and the poor, the Jews and the Gentiles within
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the fellowship of the church that He established
and redeemed by His own blood.

Let us carefully analyze John 1:12. While it is
true that some rejected their Messiah, others
gladly received Him and believed in Him;
consequently, they were given the right to

become the children of God. Here we find three
key words: received, believed and right.

Received. The people who receive Christ are
those who welcome Him and accept Him into
their lives. Jesus is God’s Christmas gift to us.
We can choose to ignore, reject, or accept this
gracious gift that is freely offered to us.

Believed. To believe in Jesus is to trust Him
by committing our life to Him. Commitment
involves more than an emotional response,
or an intellectual assent. True commitment is
a total surrender of ourselves to our beloved
Savior.

Right. The Greek word used here is “exousia”
which means privilege. The moment we make
room for Christ in our heart, God gives us the
privilege of becoming members of His royal
family.

Therefore, salvation does not run automatically
from one generation to another. Charles Spurgeon
said, “God saves individuals, not masses or groups.”
God has spoken, acted and revealed Himself in a new,
splendid and unique way, through Jesus Christ.

When it comes to the central truths of Christianity,
there can be no neutrality. No one drifts or stumbles
into Christianity by accident. At some point, we must
consciously believe in Jesus and receive Him as our
Lord and Savior.

My wish, hope and prayer for each one of you is
to respond positively to the invitation that Jesus is
extending to You during this Advent Season. His
simple invitation that consists of two simple words,
“Follow Me,” is directed to you personally. If you make
the right choice, you will be blessed with a new heart, a
new mind and a new life filled with the sweet delights
of Heaven. i

As we prepare to celebrate the birth of Christ,
the Christmas season juxtaposes two
contradictory behaviors: rushing and waiting. We
experience the rush of the season as we hurry to
purchase the perfect gifts, decorate our houses, host
family and friends, and participate in a myriad of
festive gatherings. But, in the midst of this chaotic
time of preparation, we are called to learn one of
the fundamental lessons of Advent — the meaning
of waiting.

What is the message of Advent?

Advent is a season of waiting...waiting for God’s
revelation to us. In the Gospel of Luke, we encounter
this notion of waiting through unlikely individuals
from various social strata. Mary, Simeon and
the Magi, in the midst of their season of waiting,
ultimately experience God’s revelation “in the
fullness of time.” Each facing unique circumstances
and representing different sectors of society, they
share in the season of waiting for God’s revelation.
Mary, a young Jewish girl with a humble background,
low on the societal hierarchy, is chosen by God to
be the mother of Christ. In the Gospel of Luke 1:26-
38, the angel Gabriel reveals to Mary that she will
be with child and give birth to the Messiah. This
announcement ushers in her season of waiting and
for the next nine months she prepares for the birth
of her son, Jesus, the Messiah. Simeon, the “just
and devout man” of Jerusalem, had been promised
by God to see the Messiah before he died. In Luke
2:25-35, we read that Simeon, now in the twilight of
his life, has experienced a lifetime of waiting for the
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Messiah. Lastly, the Magi, astronomers from an elite
class in the East, observe an unusual star in the sky.
They track the star for several years, journeying from
the East to a humble manger in Bethlehem. Their faith
led them to the Christ child where they presented
their precious gifts to him (Luke 2:1-12). Although the
season of waiting varied for Mary, Simeon and the
Magi, God did reveal Himself to them “in the fullness
of time.”

In Our Season of Waiting

Like Mary, Simeon, and the Magi, many of us are
in our own season of waiting. We wait to hear God’s
voice and feel His presence as we sit in silence. We
wait for discernment as we seek out God’s will for our
lives. And we wait as we lift up our voices to God and
seek answers to our prayers. We wait. And while this
is a challenge for most of us, especially as we live in
a fast-paced age with demands for instant responses
and immediate action, we are reminded in this
Advent season to wait, that God will reveal Himself
“in the fullness of time.”

What does your season of waiting look like?

The season of waiting varies for each one of us:
it might be a few days, a few months or even a few
years; it might be a time of disruption and chaos; or it
might be a time of static silence. How are you facing
your season of waiting? Are you weary and heavy of
heart? Have you lost direction and hope? Or, like the
individuals we encountered in the Gospel of Luke,
have you maintained the lifeline to Christ? Have you
remained steadfast despite your long period of wait?
Have you remained faithful in light of your arduous

journey? What does your season of waiting resemble?
Are you waiting in hope and in joy, with the assurance
that God is working in your circumstances! Is your
waiting anchored in hope?

Waiting in Faith

Mary, Simeon, and the Magi waited in faith despite
the challenges and despite the arduous journey.
Certainly, their season of waiting was full of heartaches
and challenges, but God eventually revealed Himself
to them “in the fullness of time.” It is easy to lose hope
while in the midst of our own season of advent - yet
we are reminded to remain steadfast in our faith in
the Christ Child. Wait for Him in the places of your
life where there is grief, injustice, uncertainty, and
disappointment. During our time of waiting, let us
resist the temptation to doubt God and his promises.
Let us cling to the knowledge that God will never
leave us nor forsake us. Let us draw strength from
the knowledge that God is at work in our lives to
accomplish his perfect will.

Whatever our season of waiting might look like,
God will make known Himself “in the fullness of
time.”

May our Season of Advent prepare us and
transform us for the revelation of Christ. May we
wait with hope. i
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PRAY FOR THE PEOPLE OF
ARMENIA & ARTSAKH

Let us remember those that have lost their
homes and mourn their loved ones.

We pray for the suffering people of Armenia. We pray for
their safety, for their health, and for their peace. We ask
that the Holy Spirit would guide them through this time of
crisis and help them find stability. We pray that our Lord
would grant them hope and strength.

We believe in your power to heal, Lord. We believe in
the power of your children to bring about change in this
world. We know that you are with us, even when we
cannot see you. We pray that you will be with the people
of Armenia during these difficult times.

Prayer from : https://churchgists.com/prayer-for-armenia/

“He makes wars cease to the ends of the earth. He breaks the bow
and shatters the spear; he burns the shields with fire.”

—Psalm 46:9 (NIV)
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AMAA Launches Project REVIVE: An unprecedented Recovery
Program, providing a Lifeline to thosands of displaced Armenian
families from Artsakh-who took refuge in Armenia
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UPCOMING EVENTS 2024
Camp AREV AEYF East

Winter C&C Retreat: NY, Feb. 9-11
HS: Jan. 12-14 JH: Jan. 26-28 Jr's Conf.: PA, Apr. 19-21

Fall Conf.: TBD Oct. 4-6

Jrs: Jan. 19-21 YA: Feb. 2-4

Camp AREV

Summer
HS: Jul. 14-20 JH: Jul. 28-Aug. 3
Jrs: Jul. 21-27 YA: Sep. 13-15

AEYF West

Ages 14+
Spring Event: TBD Apr. 6
Fall Retreat: TBD Nov. 8-10

AEUNA/AEYF

Biennial

NY: Aug. 4-10 San Mateo, CA
Jun. 27-30

Tour Jun. 30-jul. 3

Py
W @ AEUNA YOUTH MINISTRIES @ @

Camp Arevelk

FEATURE

Perfect
Timing
Rev. Calvin Sagherian

AEUNA Moderator &
Pastor, Calvary Armenian
Congregational Church,
San Francisco, CA

have often been intrigued with the question, ‘Why

did Jesus come at the time when He did?" The
simple answer is found in Paul’s letter to the Ga-
latians, “But when the set time had fully come, God
sent His Son” (4:4a). Paul makes it clear that God
had a set time, a time that “had fully come.” Does
this hint at the idea that God was waiting for a time,
maybe the right time to send His Son?

The period of time preceding the first advent of

Jesus is called the

When God is silent during ~ four hundred years of
) ) silence. That means

our times of suffering and  God did not speak

pain, we assume God is far o His people or to

R a prophet following
and indifferent. And yet the ministry of Mal-

when we studly the history ~achi until the angel

) of the Lord spoke to
of the intertestamental Zechariah, the father

times - the years leading ~ ©f John the Baptistin

- preparation for the
up to the birth of Jesus, coming of Jesus, the
we realize that God was

Son of God. Those
. . were difficult times
anything but indifferent,

for the Jewish people.

When God is silent
during our times of suffering and pain, we assume
God is far and indifferent. And yet when we study
the history of the intertestamental times - the years
leading up to the birth of Jesus, we realize that God
was anything but indifferent. He was at work pre-
paring the world for the arrival of His Son through
whom He would reveal Himself and communicate
His love and His plan of salvation.

Consider what shaped the world for the best op-
portune time to spread the Good News of salvation
through Jesus Christ:

The Greek culture was dominant in the years pri-
or to the birth of Jesus when Alexander the Great
conquered the known world. Following His death
the generals that ruled the Middle East imposed
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the Greek culture, philosophy and language on
the people. The Hebrew language among the
Jews was spoken by the educated few, while
the common language among the people had
become the Greek language. In fact, the Old
Testament which was written in Hebrew was
translated to Greek, (called the Septuagint for
the seventy scholars who worked on it in Al-
exandria, Egypt) so that the common people
would be able to read it and understand it. Ar-
amaic, which is close to Hebrew, was also the
common language among the Jews!

What is unique about the Greek language is
its precision, unlike the English language that
has become the lingua franca of today. The
Greek language is very precise, communicating
the full meaning of what is to be said. That is
why we often refer to the Original Greek when
we interpret the Scriptures for accuracy.

Even when the Roman Empire conquered the
known world, the dominant language remained
Greek. Most people in the Roman world spoke
Greek, then Latin or a dialect of Latin depend-
ing on the ethnicity of those speaking it. We
know that when Pilate gave orders to crucify
Jesus, he had an inscription nailed at the top of
the cross in three languages: Greek, Latin and
Aramaic.

As we know, not only was the Old Testament
translated into Greek approximately two hun-
dred years before Christ, but the New Testa-
ment was also written in Greek which was the
common language of the day.

Another area that was being shaped and pre-
pared for the propagation of the Gospel was
transportation. The Roman Empire was known
for its construction of roads through the em-
pire, as well as transportation by ships. This
made travel and the postal service accessible
to the people. The Good News of Jesus Christ
was spread fairly easily throughout the Roman
world due to the ease in transportation. We can
read about it in the book of Acts as Luke chron-
icled the apostle Paul's adventures as he trav-
eled through Asia Minor and Europe to preach
the gospel and establish churches.

Finally, another interesting development
which began to take place among the exiled
Jews following the destruction of the temple in
586 B.C. was the synagogue. In the absence of
the temple, the Jews gathered for worship and

instruction wherever they were. In fact, they
brought this concept back with them when
they returned to Judea and Galilee. The order
of worship was very similar to our services,
which also paved the way for the gathering and
worship of the early church.

Looking back, we see that during those silent
years, God was active in preparing the world
for the arrival of His Son who would pay for our
sins at the cross. “But when the set time had
fully come, God sent His Son” (Gal 4:4).

We too are going through some difficult times
as Armenians spread throughout the world.
Going back to the Genocide which began in
the latter part of the nineteenth century all the
way through the civil wars in Lebanon, then in
Syria, the pogroms in Baku, the aggression by
Azerbeijan against Artsakh and even Armenia
which have caused the displacement of thou-
sands of people moving us from one country
to another. And the question we often hear is,
where is God and why does He not interfere to
help us?

Reading the gospel accounts reminds us of
the fact that Jesus too was displaced by ag-
gressors who wanted Him dead. And yet, God
protected Him in order for Him to fulfill the mis-
sion for which He was sent - to pay for the pen-
alty of our sins and to offer us the free gift of
forgiveness and eternal life. Those of us who
have gladly received God’s gracious gift of sal-
vation have the assurance that even if we think
God is silent, He is not indifferent to the plight
of His people. His heart breaks when He sees
the violence and the injustice and has prom-
ised that those who put their trust in Him will
be victorious. We can take heart that He has
already overcome the world having defeated
death through His resurrection.

God prepared the world for the first advent of
His Son, Jesus, in order to offer us eternal life.
As we consider what has shaped our world up
till now, such as the internet, we may wonder
if God may be preparing the world for another
great event. Could God be preparing the world
for the second advent of His Son? We would be
wise to be aware of the times and be prepared
for the second coming of Christ.

“But when the set time had fully come,
God sent His Son” (Galatians 4:4a). i

' This latter point is debated by some, who say that spoken Hebrew remained among the people.
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Propagating God’s Waves of Blessings
Harout Nercessian AMAA Field Director

‘ x T e all approach God with the
expectation to be blessed by

Him. Indeed, the Creator lavishly
gifts us with his presence, promises,
instructions, reprimands, and
material abundance — all intended
to enrich our lives. Yet, God’s
coin of blessing has another side.
The Father touches us with the
urge and hope that we pass on his
blessings to others. He invites us
to join his mission to reach out
and lift up our fellow humans.

God sends his blessings in waves,
and urges Christians to be the
ripples that share his grace. This
model recurs throughout the
Bible. Here are two Old Testament
examples to illustrate it. God
gave extravagant promises to
Abram, renamed Abraham, and
his future descendants. His name
would be “great.” He and his wife
would overcome their old age and

! Genesis 12:2
? Genesis 12:2
3 Genesis 12:3
# Isaiah 6:1-4

“We make a living by what we get, but we make a

life by what we give.”

Winston Churchill

“The most satisfying thing in life is to have been able

to give a large part of one’s self to others.” —

Pierre Teilhard de Chardin

barrenness and become “a great
nation.”

God would bless this future
Father of Faith so that he could
be a conduit of Divine blessings to
“all peoples on earth.” God gave
Isaiah a vision of heaven that
was beyond words*. But his awe-
inspiring experience was meant
to lead him to a life of prophetic
service.

We find the same ripple strategy
in the New Testament. Simon and
his business partners, all expert
fishermen, had spent a fruitless
night of fishing. Jesus showed up
in the morning and blessed them
with a huge, net-breaking catch of
fish. Christ used this jaw-dropping
blessing as a springboard to
thrust them into a world-blessing
mission as His Apostles.

The widely despised Zacchaeus
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was delightfully honored by
an unexpected overnight visit
from Jesus. The infamous tax
collector who had amassed
wealth by overtaxing defenseless
citizens turned into an unrivaled
philanthropist. He passed on the
blessing of Jesus’ visit to the poor
and oppressed.

You justifiably ask, “What do
these historic events have to do
with our 21* century, technology-
driven, financially independent,
and comfortable lives?” The
unprecedented physical comfort
and conveniences achieved in
modern times have not alleviated
the excruciating pain and suffering
brought about by the Fall. The
consequences of sin still haunt
us relentlessly and ferociously.
Beneath the assured smiles and
the falsely cheerful faces online
hide wounded hearts and hopeless



souls — all captive to human sin.

While the Enemy takes pleasure in
tormenting us, God agonizes over human
misery and actively seeks to free us from
the influence of evil. God keeps asking,
“Whom shall I send? And who will go
for us?” > He is searching for agents of
his “ripple strategy” whom he can bless
and empower “to proclaim good news to
the poor,” and “proclaim freedom for the
prisoners and recovery of sight for the
blind, to set the oppressed free...”®

But “what’s in it for me?” some may
understandably ask. As per the Creator’s
design, the full impact of God’s blessings
can be experienced only as we pass them
on. There is a goldmine of fulfillment and
joy to be experienced in blessing others.
We observe this among those whom Jesus
touched. They were bursting with delight
and were eager for others to enjoy Jesus’
blessings. The Samaritan woman at the
well is a case in point.

Some curiously continue probing, “is
there a cost in blessing others?” Yes, there
is. Our parents sacrificed their comfort
and pleasure to raise and nurture us.
Indeed, nothing is free. Everything we
received came at a price for someone.

We owe our salvation to the Gospel that
was delivered to us through the sacrifice
and service of faithful saints in the past.
The places of worship and fellowship
that we and our families cherish and
benefit from were built by visionaries who
invested their time and money to bless us.

We must never forget the supreme
sacrifice that secured the greatest blessing.
Jesus paid the price of unimaginable
suffering, rejection, and isolation to save
us. He set in motion the ripple of Divine
Blessings that has touched us across two
thousand years.

We have a duty to bless others in
gratitude for those who blessed us with
the faith and abundant life that we enjoy.

5 Isaiah 6:8
© Luke 4:18

amaa.org

Hrant Guzelian had a vision in 1962 to gather and educate
orphaned Armenian children who, forcibly separated from
their cultural roots and Christian heritage, were being
assimilated into foreign culture and faith. Today, the Armenian
Missionary Association of America strives to revitalize this
vision by helping to restore and rebuild Camp ARMEN, located
in the Tuzla district outside Istanbul. In this way we will honor
Hrant's legacy and continue the impact he had on raising
resilient generations of Armenian children and youth.

Rebuilding for the Future

Camp ARMEN is being rebuilt to once again embrace
Armenian children living in Turkey and connect them to their
heritage, faith and inspire them to make a difference in the
world around them.

The goal is to raise $2.5 million to make the new
Camp ARMEN the first and only Camp in Turkey to function
as a state of-the-art center serving the Armenian Evangelical,
Catholic and Apostolic communities throughout the year. The
new Camp will provide critical social, cultural, and religious
development activities for Armenian youth, led by staff and
trained volunteers.

Please partner with the AMAA to help create a small Home for
Armenian children living in Turkey to perpetuate the cultural
and spiritual identity, and keep the torch burning.
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Bible Translators Sunday
Rev. J. Bizdigian

oday, October 14, 2023, being the Armenian Bible

Translators’ Sunday, | am writing this article. On this day
we celebrate our Armenian translators’ highly commendable
job, the translation of the Bible into Armenian from original
languages, Hebrew and Greek.

The translators did such a superb job as to be recognized
as the “Queen of translations”. This title was given by
modern Bible scholars, by comparing different ancient
translations.

It is not an easy task to translate some intricate and
complex ideas and nuances from one language to another.
Case in point could be John 1:11. Actually, John 1:11-12
speaks about the coming of Jesus and his Gospel into this
world, its rejection and acceptance of the Savior of mankind.
We read: “He came to his own, and his own received him
not” (King James). Again, “He came to his own home and
his own people received him not” (RSV). RSV is known to
be a word for word translation. The NIV translation is known
to be translating the meaning of the original text. Here is
how it reads: “He came to what was his own, but his own
did not receive him.”

This too, misses the point. Let us look at the original
Greek text: “cic 1@ dla AAOev, kai oi idlo1 aUTOV OU
mapéAaBov. “Transliteration: “eis ta idia elthen, kai hoi idioi
auton ou parelabon.” To that which was his, but his own did
not receive him.” This too misses the point.

In the Greek text, “his own” is a plural neuter gender,
definitely not a reference to people, it is a reference to things.
In this context it must be understood as the “creation™. We
read, verse 3 “through him things were made; without him
nothing was made, that has been made”. The second “his
own” is plural masculine, i.e. men, understood as people.

Thus John 1:11 must be read and understood as “he
came to his own creation, and the people, in general,
rejected him. By saying “in general” must be understood
as “mostly” not everyone. For the gospel writer goes to say
“but those who received him, to those who believed in his

name, he gave the right to become children of God.” [l

' The editorial group of the FORUM wishes you to note that we
do not necessarily agree with this conclusion, for the following
reasons: both of the nouns in Greek (fa idia and oi idioi) are the
same noun. Both are in the Nominative Case, being subjects
that control the verbs. The insertion of the word “creation” is
speculative because “fa idia” is plural, though ambiguous; but “oi
idio” is not ambiguous; it is masculine plural and is directly linked
to “fa idia”. The continuation of the verse answers the ambiguity of
the first noun - “his own people” were the ones who did not receive
Him. It is more accurate to say, “He came to his own, but his own
people did not receive Him.” This correlates with Matthew 15:24,
“But He answered and said, | am not sent but to the lost sheep of
the house of Israel.”
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Lphunnukniphiup
Cunniunn Unwehtt Ugqp

N°PL BLL UMME0L
UBLL UsUOor

«M P wimtnju Ynymws dnnnympnu bpk
huntwphhtt m wnopp pukiy, ni hd tpkuu jutinpkh G
hntug swuip Swdlpuiibpth puntut, Gu wy pljhtpth

whwh jubd, o1 whinbg knpp ubkpkd, m wintg tplhpp
uhwp pdoltd» (B. Utugnpnug 7. 14):

ptwunwith Nqghw pwquuinphtt dwhkt Ewnp npnp

Juownwlbp jupwwphsubp 8nmnuwjh hpjuwtubp
Enuit: Guugh dwpqupkt htnbtibwg hwupgnudp §p
hwpguk, «Apni1 Jupnn Lup Junwhpp: Gunniws
nipwigpuit inkuhjpny dp Yp juyntnh dwpqupkh b
Up hwungk qhup, np vhuyt bpkt fptwt Juunuhpy
wwywquyhtt qujhp unbh qut opkpmtt  hwdwnp:
Uwipqupku (Guuygh 26. 4pn hwdwpnd), Yp jhotguk ukqh
pk Uunnws Yptuy «wunwn dhnpp Junwpbuyg

loununmptwt dky wwht) Gpp withwwnp Juinwhh
bpku»: Uikigubny «Buk nd Skpng Juwnnuhtgltp puuh
np Skp Ghndwi junhnbuwlwi kd b:

Enp Utp uhwnpp fEppnuwgus ppjuy Uunnisng Ypuy,

Ukup Yptwtip Junnwhph; Utnp Jbp winpnonipbwl,
othnpnipbwlt kL pdmwphtt  fugmphibbbpm
dudwtiul), hwuwnwn ghntwny np Uunp oquniphiup
down L

Opytu 2wy donnynipny Ukp  wpnpupopku
dwnwhngmwé Eup wjuop, Ukp Zuyuunwt Uppawnphh G
Uthhinph mmupwsphti gpniws Ubp huypbuwjhgubpni
(hubmpbwdp: Unnbwne sktup wvwluyt np  ubp
huyptpp hpkug wppnithpny G dnnnynipgny L. ©. 301
poiht, £phunnutmphtp nppkgpkght ppptit hwwwnph
Juuntp bt Uunniwdwonitisp npujku hpkug Yhugunh
L wypbjulipyht nugnniphit ininn ghpp Up:

Cwwn hunwbwpup uUbkp dkp quumhtt  Jupg
Up wthwwnttp, npnup dbp dnpnynmipnhtt Ypws
nmwpwwwipibpmt, jwdwhulh nnnpustbpmb
EL mbnuwhwimphtutbpmtt yundwn tjunttu dtp
Lphunnubuy tnwsd ppup: Npny Lodwpunniphih dp
ppwny hwunbkpd swwn yhd&kih uhipe dpt b

Swpuwp Enpuwjuintin juinuljugubkup Unnuwhngmphiu
punp:

1. BUy st dnwhngmpmbip: Uwwhngmhpy sh
owtwmlkp dkp hwbwwywqopbwy Yhwupht
dwuht funphhy brwuyyuquyh hwdwp sSpughptibp
Upwljk: Shumu ukp @plhsp b wnwelnpnp,
wuwwnbpuquh Enn puquinpht G nintt ohing
dwpnnit ophtimfibpny, jutnuljopkt gnyg nniun
pt ujuuy whinh ppup wwnbkpuquh tpeag
p2uundhht nhd, kpk puquitnpp punwipup phing
qopp sntukbiwp junpniphit Up wywhnybyn, tu
Jud nntt ohubnt wphuwnwiiphti uljupy, wnwtg




hupmbm pk whinh Jupbiw] wupnty wyy
ohtnmphtup pk ny (Mmjuup Uitbunwpwt 14.
28-32):

2. BUs b dnwhngmpmip: Up' Uwnwhngnihp
luouphti ymbiupkt pugunpmphiut £ winkl
tunnt vp tdwtithp, winpnpniplwt dkp wunht
wnht Uh wnwpnipbphp: Zngbinp nkuwtiyhiuk
nhnbkny Yptwbtp puby pk dnwhngmphiup
wuwpuwquibpm & wnwppbp  Jhdwfjubpn
uuundudp vppwy dnwskjulbpy G qqugnid
Upt E: Uwnwhngmphiup dbp Gpowtlmptwt
Ukdwqnn qont k' Unwhngmptwt  dhwly
ntnu m pupdwbp Uuwnnidn) Juuwhhp b
hwuwnwwnwuhwn ppjut E: Cunn Uppuquitt Nonnu
Unwptwh Ohjthybkghubpnit qpus twdwlh
4pn qiumt 7pn hwdwpht dby wjuytu Yp
Jupnuip «Uuwnniény jownunmppiup, np
undk dwnpk ghphdbp £, whwnh wyuwhuywbk
dtp uhpunbpt m  Junwdmdutpp  8huniu
Lphunnuny» Gpk pmu i bu Juunwhhup
Uuwnnién;, Ultnp jpuwnunmphiip  whwuh
wuwhwyuwik bt wpwetnpyk Ukq Pp Zuypuljuit
wwwhny plikpnit nul] wwhbng kq:

Ept uktp Yp thwhwphp junpwhwpb; Jbp
dnwhngmphiubpp, Eipupymbnt tup Uuwnniédng
wnlbiny Unwpbwht Ynndk phjunpniwé hbnbibug
tpkp pul]th]}‘ Ninhn wnopp, ninhy dnwsénifubp kv
ninhn Y

- ChI}m.hh]_b wropp
In sh bhpwhwbgbp np wnopkup ubkp
dnwhngmphiuubpmt dwupt: Ut Epkp wwppbkp
puinkp Yp gnpéwsk puguwnplint hwdwp plnmibh
winopphdbin Unopp, Unuswiip i Sunphuljuyniphii:
Unoppp  Uuwnniény) mnnniws putnpughph  Up
udwtth mp Juphh E wbubl]  Bpypuyugoiphtd,
gnhwpbpmipbut bt wwownwdniiph hngbghdul:
Bpp dwnwhnghy Jhdwfubpk Juuguhtp, wnweht
puyip Uuinmény htin wnwbdtimbiuny qblip yupwnky
nuunt E Ghunwljghnt Eup pk Ut wdktwlupng
Uuwnniws Up ppuyny, ybp thnpp jud Uts hwipgbpu
nt ndniwupniphibiubpp Jupnn L msk: Unoppp upinh
hunptptt Uuwnnmény htwn juoup E punn Up. Gphgnp

Luptlughh: :
Cunmubih  wnopphtt  wpwehtt  wuwydwbbh L
wuowuUniiph  hnght:  Unwswp, wwnuuwip
bt pwhubdwght  jutnpuwtptt £ Ephpnpn

pugip jud wuwydwbp pungniibh  wnoppht: GL
Epwinughnn pbwb 58 ounphwljuniptut
wpunuwjunmphittt £ Gppopny wuydwp  ohwnuy
L punnitibih wnoppht: «Udkh wwnkl, wdku puth
hwdwp sinphwluy knk'p Uunmsdk b Zopdku hp
Shpng 8huniu Lphunnuh wuniuny» (Ghku. 5.20):

* _ hnhn tnwskulkpy

«dEpguytu knpuynlk p, huy np dpuwnppwn E hy np
wuinfunkh, huy np wpnup, hus np uhpughp, hby
np, puph hudpunny, huy np wpwphimphwudp G bty
nn qnykih E wunbg dwuht tinwskgkp» (Ohy. 4. 8):

Uhgohtdwdpuyupgnymphiusniih: Yud wyu Enpukup
pninp Uhwnpny bt uhpuny Yp juudunthp Uuwnniéng b
Jud Yp jwbudunthup wju dwhljubugnt dwpdhtht b
Ukup qutq Ynp qunutup vtp dnnwhngmphibitipni uke

Ynpuniws:

Utp  Uqqp  wlginn  nupbpm  plpugpht
junpwhwpus own  Uks  Jud  thnpp
ndniwpniphiutitp, owpnkp, whnuwhwimphiuibp,
yuwnbkpuqdfubp  (Qwppubwbg, Uwpnupuwun,

by ), ul]hull:u nn Yptwtip wpnupopku puly pk «Udkl
nbn Zuy Jup b mphfu hwnp Uunmdng dkip
wpuwphwpwunupughubp Gup:

Npuku Zwy Lphunnubwitp, vip hurwpwljub
Jtwbptpm  pupwgpht wigws  puny - jhokuyg
nwnuwuihg Sudpwbbkpty, Jupbiwne Bup wdkh
wupwquibkpm wnwl okpd hwiwwnpny Yuwnmwhhy
Uuwnnién) b uvwnunubpgmiphtt whku juhqujuonptu
jupinupunky:

«Stpp hd jnjuu m thpymphitu E, ku
npUk whwh Jujutwd: »
Stpp pd JEwiphu wyuntul k, tu npdk
hunp nonund:
2Quipkpnit hd dwpuhtiu nunbynt hwdwnp
hush dontigus wnkip,
bd ubnhsutipu m pottuthitpu
uwhbgut i huljub:
Bpek §puu qopph puitiwly &k, uhpu
whuih sufufutiuy, Bt Ypuu wunnbpuquh
wyuwnpuwunnphil puy, wing wy ku
Juwnnwh wyhwnh ppud:
Pwl Up hp unpbd Skpngukl,
wuhlu § wnuekd,
(1p Yhwtiphu poynp optipp Skpngp nutip
uke puwlhud,
Skpnop Juytsmphiup nkutking, m
wlnp mm&mphh uke qhtip fnunplym
hwdwp:
Jwuligh swip opniwb Uty hp
puwjupwuht Uke uyjhunh wwhk ghu,
bp ypwuht swslynipnyp ghu nhwinh
Sdwidyk, Ytuh Ypuy whwnh yEpguk ghu»
(Uwnunu 27. 1-5):

Zbppp wept E hpdw: Bpk Yp thwhwphtp np
Uunniws bp huypuljutt hnduuthhtt vmwl] wwhk
utip d‘nqnllmpr}]}, Zujwunwtt - wppawpht nL
Uthhinpp, hpuwithpmwé tup wqgqnyptt qnomuup b
wwwphuupniplwt hnghny bpku Gppwy) kL hbwnbibuyg
hwdwnht |njuhtt nwly punnpy hp gipuuymphiip:
«h Pl winminju Yngmws  dnpnymipnu  bpk
hunttwuphhtt m wnopp puki, m hd Ephuu juunpku b
hpkug swp wdpwbbpkt nuntwb, tu wy Gplhupta
yhwh jubd, oL wintg Uknpp tkpbd, m wintg kplhhpp

whwh pdoljtd» (£. Unugnpnwug 7. 14): [l
Qtpuoptl’

Uhhpwt LhqutLbwl
npnupo, 17 Znjutdpkp, 2023
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HOPE OF CHRISTMAS

Rev. Dr. Avedis Boynerian

We begin the Advent season by lighting the First Advent candle, the
candle of hope. It reminds usof the hope God gave His people when
He promised to send them a Savior. It also reminds us that God’s promise was
fulfilled in the birth of Jesus and invites us to look forward in hope.

Charles Spurgeon, the great English preacher, once said, “Without Christ,
there is no hope.” How true of a statement! A Christian minister said,“There
are no hopeless situations. There are only hopeless people.” He also said,
“Because God exists, there is hope.” And because there is hope, anything is
possible, because hope is founded on God, who is unchangeable, dependable,
reliable and trustworthy.

It is very appropriate for Jesus,who is the hope of the world,to have come
in the form of an infant, because babies are hope personified. They are pure
potential. Their lives are all in the future. A mother or a fatherlooks into
the face of their newborn baby and wonders,“What will this child become?”
“What will this child accomplish?”

Mary, the mother of Jesus,had great hope for her son.When an angel visited
her, gave her this promise: “You will be with child and give birth to a son, and
you are to give him the name Jesus” (Luke 1:31). This promise to Mary echoed
the prophecy of Isaiah, given centuries earlier: “For to us a child is born, to us
a son is given”(Isaiah 9:6). When Jesus was born God made it clear that Jesus
was the One for whom the world had been eagerly waiting and hoping.
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Unspeakable joy must have filled Mary's and
Joseph’s hearts, as they looked at baby Jesus lying
down in the manger and know that their sonwas the
Onein whom God’s promises would be fulfilled.

I mention all this Because it highlights the fact that
Christianity is a religion of hope. It’s a faith that
looks forwardto the future with great hope to the
time when God’s promises will be fulfilled. It was
true for God’s people, prior to Christ’s birth, as they
looked forward to the birth of the promised Savior.
It was true for Mary and Joseph, as they looked at
their newborn son, knowing that the time, for the
fulfillment of God’s promises, had finally come. It’s
also true for us today, as we look forward to the
return, the second coming of Christ. That’s why
we look back and say, “Christ has come!” and look
forward and say,“Christ will come again!”

The Christian faith is a future-focused faith! It’s a
faith of what is to come! It’s a faith of not yet! This,
however, does not mean the Christian faith has no
relevance to our daily lives right here and now. Far
from it! The Christian faithis very much practical.
It also means that the here and now is not our only
focus, or even our primary focus. Our only and
primary focus is on the world to come. This is how
Jesus taught us to pray,“Your kingdom come. Your
will be done.”

Therefore, hope is not automatic. In fact,
sometimes hope is very difficult. Sometimes our
circumstances seem anything but hopeful. On the
contrary, sometimes our circumstances can seem
all but hopeless. G. K. Chesterton, the English
writer, theologian and Christian apologist, has a
helpful insight. He says, “It’s only when everything
is hopeless that hope begins to be a strength.”
The Bible says, “Those who hope in the Lord will
renew their strength. They will soar on wings like
eagles; they will run and not grow weary, they will
walk and not be faint”

So, how do we sustain this hopein the midst of
disappointments, challenges, temptations and not
be overwhelmed? How do we maintain hope when
we cannot see a way out and want to give up? How
do we hold on to hope during those times, when
circumstances seem hopeless?

We all have faced situations where there seemed to
be little hope, if any. Some of us have faced seemingly
hopeless medical or financial problems. The Psalmist,

who, like any of us, faced tough circumstances and
challenges, comes to the rescue. He says, “Why, my
soul, are you downcast! Why so disturbed within
me? Put your hope in God, for I will yet praise him,
my Savior and my God”(42:5).

“Putting our hope in God” may seem obvious. But
too often we are willing to seek help from anyone
and anything, before we turn to God. When we do
that God becomes the appeal of last resort. After we
have exhausted every other option, then we turn to
God. So, if the problem is financial, we do not look
to God first. We look to a financial advisor, or maybe
a rich uncle. We try everything we can think of, and
then, if nothing else works, we think of going to God
in prayer. But that’s backwards! We should turn to
God first, not last! God should be our hope first
and foremost!

When your situationstarts to seem hopeless, just
stop! Stop and pray! Yes, stop, to pray. By doing so,
admit your need of God! A pastor and Christian
author, says,“Go to the throne, before you go to the
phone.” The first thing we do, when we wake up,
is we go to the phone. I ask that you use the word
“push”as an acronym: “P” for Pray, “U” for Until “S”
for Something,“H” for “Happens”. A Christian once
said, “Faith moves mountains. Prayer moves God.”

When you put your hope in God, He proves
Himself faithful to you, every time! Putting your
hope in God will not disappoint you, ever! God says
in Isaiah 49:23, “Those who hope in me will not be
disappointed.” This kind of hope comes from God,
who is faithful, every time! He does what He says He
will do! He walks His talk, every time! He does not
change His mind ever! He does what He promises
He will do, and His promises are madeon the basis of
who He is and what His character is like!

When the angel visited Mary and said to her, “Do
not be afraid, Mary; you have found favor with
God. You will conceive and give birth to a son.”
“l am the Lord’s servant,” Mary answered. “May
your word to me be fulfilled”(Luke 1:30-21, 38). May
we, like Mary, be willing to submit to God and put
our hope in Him, and in Him alone, as we wait for
Christ’s second coming.

Rev. Dr. Avedis Boynerian preached this sermon at the
Arm. Church of the Martyrs, Worcester on Sunday,
December 3, 2023. B
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Why Does God Allow Suffering?

By Rev. George Terian

Human suffering is an undeniable and unavoidable fact of life. Sooner
or later, we will experience pain, sorrow, and suffering. Jesus did not
sugar-coat His message when He said, “Servants are not greater than their
master; if they persecuted Me, they will persecute you as well” (John 15:20).
Those who follow Jesus will share in His sufferings. It is inconceivable that
true Christians can expect to receive a fair treatment from evil people.
The entire theme of the New Testament is “Triumph through Suffering.”

The existence of evil has been the primary cause that leads people
to question the benevolence and omnipotence of God. The classic
argument that all atheists employ is as follows: “If God is a loving Father

who is almighty, then why does He allow or tolerate
the occurrence of suffering and injustice?” This is the

We must never lose sight of the  perennial question that demands a logical and biblical
answer.

fact that our moral character is
To give an adequate explanation for the existence of

deq}eloped by the free choices we evil from a biblical perspective, several important facts

must be considered. First of all, the Bible makes it crystal

make. Fur thermore, lf we did  clear that God is not the originator or creator of evil. He

) created a perfect angel, called Lucifer, meaning “Light

not possess a free will, we would — Bearer” or “Morning Star,” who was endowed with the

) ) freedom of choice. Unfortunately, this perfect angel,

have no occasion to exercise our who lived in the most perfect environment, misused

, his free will and chose not to yield himself to God’s

f alth) and we would be unable authority; consequently, he transformed himself into

a Devil. God desires that His creatures be like Him in

character, but Lucifer wanted to be like God in power.

This is how sin started and brought all kinds of suffering
in its train.

to attain spiritual maturity

and grow toward perfection

and wholeness. God is more The first human pair, Adam and Eve, also possessed
the gift of free choice, and like Lucifer, they misused
it and brought untold calamities upon themselves
and their posterity. The argument may be advanced
that God, through His foreknowledge, could have
foreseen the tragic consequences of a free will, and that
He should not have granted such a gift to humans.
However, without having this freedom, we would be
like mindless puppets incapable of developing a moral character. We must
never lose sight of the fact that our moral character is developed by the
free choices we make. Furthermore, if we did not possess a free will, we
would have no occasion to exercise our faith, and we would be unable to
attain spiritual maturity and grow toward perfection and wholeness. God
is more interested in the development of our moral character than He is
in our personal comfort.

interested in the development of
our moral character than He is

in our personal comfort.

One of the important teachings of Jesus is personal accountability.

al Ol
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In Matthew 12:36-37, Jesus says, “I tell you that
everyone will have to give an account on the
day of judgment for every idle word they have
spoken.” The word “idle” means careless. Then
Jesus adds, “By your own words you will be justified
and by your own words you will be condemned.”

The Apostle Paul reiterates the same truth when
he says, “We shall all appear before the judgment
seat of Christ to give an account for everything we
have done while living in the flesh” (2 Corinthians
5:10). If we will be held responsible for our words
and actions, then the logical conclusion is that God
created us as free moral agents.

Some might still argue that had God not given
us the freedom of choice, the possibility of sin and
sufferingwould havebeen eliminated from our world.
However, in such a scenario, the cultivation of any
virtue would also have been impossible. Consider
for instance the supreme virtue in Christianity
— unselfish love — which cannot be developed by
coercion, because love always involves making a
choice. In the absence of free will, there could be
no virtue and no personal accountability. God does
not impose His will upon us by force because He
desires that we willingly respond to Him in love.
When God decided to grant freedom of choice to
the angels and human beings, the probability of evil
became possible, but not its actualization.

Suppose that you have a toddler who is taking her
first steps without any assistance. As a concerned
and loving parent, you can foresee the possibility
of her falling and hurting herself; however, you do
not prevent her from trying to walk because you
love her and are interested in seeing her grow and
become independent. In a similar way, God does
not interfere with the free exercise of our will, not
because He is indifferent and uncaring, but because
He desires the harmonious development of all our
physical, moral and spiritual faculties.

While it is true that God is sovereign and
omnipotent, there are certain things that He will
not do. He will never do an illogical thing — like
create a square circle — and He will never lie, mislead
or deceive anyone. In a nutshell, God will never do
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anything that is contrary to His nature and character.

Not all human suffering is the result of the misuse
of our free will. Sometimes we endure suffering due
to the folly and ignorance of others.. Since we live
in a fallen world that has been polluted by sin, it is
not uncommon to find innocent people who suffer
because of the misdeeds of others.

Natural catastrophes cannot be ascribed to
God’s will. It is unfortunate that insurance policies
continue to refer to earthquakes and hurricanes as
“Acts of God.” When God created our vast universe,
He set in motion certain natural laws, like the law of
gravity, to govern its day-to-day operation. Seldom
does God interfere with the performance of natural
laws. Whenever God suspends the function of a
natural law, a miracle happens. It is important for
us to bear in mind that miracles are the exception
and not the norm because they are rare. If God
regularly stopped the operation of a natural law
to rescue one of His wayward children, then the
universe would no longer be orderly and reliable.

During the Old Testament period, the Jews
believed that all suffering was sent by God as a
divine judgment to punish wrongdoing. Job’s friends
who ostensibly came to comfort him, attributed his
misfortune and suffering to the commission of a
secret sin, therefore, they kept urging him to confess
his sin in order to be released from his misery. Job,
of course, was a righteous and innocent man who
had done no evil deserving of severe afflictions. It
was a commonly held belief by the Jews that God
allowed only the wicked to suffer in this life, while
He accorded special protection to the righteous
whom He blessed with prosperity.

In the Gospel of Luke 13:4, Jesus alluded to
the sudden collapse of the Tower of Siloam that
buried 18 innocent passersby under its rubble. The
contemporaries of Jesus believed that those who
perished in that tragedy must have been guilty of
the worst offenses. In other words, they deserved to
suffer a violent and agonizing death. Jesus refuted
this notion by pointing out that the victims of that
tragedy were not greater sinners than those who
survived it.
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According to Jesus, the collapse of the tower
could not be attributed to God because it was
simply an accident that was due to the law of cause
and effect. Either the tower had an architectural
defect in its design, or it was not built right. In
all likelihood, the tower collapsed because of
shoddy construction. Jesus clearly tells us that as
God makes His sun rise upon the just and the
unjust and sends rain showers upon the wicked
and the righteous, similarly no one can escape
the hazards of living in a world dominated by sin
and populated by imperfect but free moral agents
whose actions and choices are uncoerced. It is
simply not true that natural disasters hit the bad and
spare the good.

Suffering is never decreed by God; however, He
sometimes permits it to happen, not as retribution,
but as a disciplinary and remedial measure to
refine our character, or to develop in us a specific
virtue, like fortitude and endurance, or to lead
us in a new direction. If those who suffer adopt
the right attitude, like Job, Joseph, Jesus and His
apostles, God can transform every tragedy into a
concrete benefit or advantage for them. This is the
assurance that is given in Romans 8:28, that God
can make all things work together for the ultimate
good of those who love Him. Although God does
not need evil to produce a good result, He can make
it serve His purpose.

The outcome of any suffering is determined by our
reaction and response to it. We all agree that it was
a great calamity when Joseph was sold into slavery
by his own brothers. We are also appalled by the
injustice that this innocent young man suffered
when he was thrown into jail for a crime that he
did not commit. These twin tragedies were of such
magnitude they could have devastated anyone,
causing a serious depression from which it would
have been extremely difficult to recover. Joseph’s
optimistic outlook on life and his unshakable
faith in God’s promise and guidance paved the
way for his elevation to a very influential position
in Ancient Egypt. It is hard to imagine that a
former Hebrew slave could become Pharaoh’s
trustworthy advisor!

When famine hit the Land of Canaan, the
ailing Patriarch Jacob sent his ten sons to Egypt
to purchase grain. When Joseph recognized his
brothers, he did not retaliate because he could
trace God’s guidance through all the adversities
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that he had patiently endured. When he finally
confronted his frightened and bewildered
brothers, he said, “The evil that you intended for
me, God transformed into something good, to save
many lives from starvation” (Genesis 50:20).

Another vivid example of how God transformed
an apparent tragedy into a beneficial experience is
found in Acts 8:4, where we are told that when the
first Christian Church, established in Jerusalem,
was subjected to severe persecution after the
stoning of Stephen, the believers fled from the
city and “went everywhere preaching the Gospel.”
Suffering and persecution forced the early
Christians to be scattered throughout the Greco-
Roman world. That facilitated the spreading of the
Gospel message among the Gentilesin Asia, Africa
and Europe. Winston Churchill once said, “Never
let a good crisis go to waste.” What this seasoned
politician meant is that we can learn a beneficial
lesson from every crisis that we confront. A crisis
can be a stepping stone to a future victory.

Malcolm Muggeridge, the famous British
journalist and satirist of the last century, who was
a committed Christian, once stated, “I can say
with complete confidence that everything that
has enhanced my career and enriched my life
throughout my 75 years in this world, has come
through affliction and not through an easy life.”

In AD 325, the first ecumenical church council
convened in the Byzantine city of Nicea (today’s
Iznik in Turkey) to address the nature of Jesus
Christ. A Greek cleric, named Arius, had
claimed that Jesus was human and not divine in
His nature. Delegates representing all Christian
churches attended the council meetings. Aristakes,
the younger son of Saint Gregory the Illuminator,
was the representative of the Armenian church.

After denouncing Arius as a heretic, the council
formulated its creed acknowledging Jesus to be
fully divine and fully human. An entire book
can be written about the Nicean Creed, which
is outside the scope of this article. The point
that I want to focus on is the fact that of the 318
delegates who participated in the deliberations of
the council, only 12 men had not lost an eye, or
a hand, and did not limp when they walked. The
other 306 delegates were maimed for life because
they had suffered torture for remaining loyal to
the teachings of Jesus Christ.

Ol
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God would never allow a situation to befall us
that would defeat His ultimate purpose and plan
for us. Once again, I refer to the story of Joseph
because it is a good illustration of this truth. It
was not God’s will, nor His intention, that Joseph
be sold into slavery, and be thrown into jail as a
result of human treachery. However, God made
those circumstances, created by evil, to work
for Joseph’s highest good and his elevation to a
prominent and influential position in ancient
Egypt. Evil circumstances, created by human sin,
can only hinder the realization of God’s plans, but
they can never defeat them permanently. Wicked
men conspired to have Jesus crucified, but their
victory was temporary and of a short duration.

QOur national history is full of hardships,
genocidal massacres, and cruel deportations, yet we
have survived despite all the odds stacked against
us. Nations who were numerically larger than we,
militarily stronger and economically wealthier,
no longer exist. The Hittites, whose empire once
covered the entire Middle East, no longer exist.
The Phrygians, the Hurrians, the Lydians, the
Akkadians are just a few of those once mighty
nations that have been wiped out. God must have
preserved our existence for a specific reason. At
the present time our vision is blurred and foggy,
we see dimly through a glass, and our knowledge
is partial, but a day will come when we will fully
comprehend the reasons for our pain and suffering
(cf. 1 Corinthians 13:12). A gem cannot be polished
without friction, nor can a Christian attain spiritual
maturity without enduring adversity.

Charles Spurgeon, who was called “the prince
of preachers” in the 19" century, had a plaque on
his desk inscribed with a verse from the Bible that
constantly reminded him of the reason behind the
difficulties that he confronted in his ministry: “I
have tested you in the furnace of affliction” (Isaiah
48:10). There is no pointless suffering for those
who love God.

I like the story that a British pastor, Galvin Reid
tells about a young man who, in his infancy, fell
down a flight of stairs and shattered his back.
He underwent several complicated surgeries that
required long stays at different hospitals. On his
17* birthday, a visitor asked, “Do you think that
is fair?” The young man answered, “God has all
eternity to make it up for me.” In 1 Corinthians
15:19, the Apostle Paul says, “If we have put our
hope in Christ for this life only, we should be
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pitied more than anyone.”

Clyde Gordon, who was paralyzed completely
from his neck down, edited a magazine called “The
Triumph” where he wrote, “Christ is no security
against the storms, but He is the perfect security
when you are caught up in a storm. He does not
promise an easy passage, but He does guarantee a
safe landing.”

This echoes the incident recorded in Mark 4:38-
45, about the disciples in their boat, sailing across
the Sea of Galilee, encountering a fierce storm
that threatened their lives, while Jesus slept calmly
on a cushion in the stern. Jesus’ presence with
the disciples

did not
prevent the
occurrence

of the storm,
but He was
able to calm
the storm
and save
the fearful
disciples from
drowning.
Whenever we
find ourselves
in trouble,
we must
allow faith to
replace fear
and panic.

We were subjected to severe trauma and suffering
during the First World War in Western Armenia
and Cilicia, several times in subsequent decades,
and recently in Artsakh on September 27. 2020, as
well as on September 19, 2023; yet we have endured
and survived. We are a tiny nation that has defied
death even when major powers conspired to
annihilate us. We have survived against all odds
because of our unshakable Christian faith, our
tenacity, resilience, ingenuity and ability to adjust
to constantly changing circumstances. God has
preserved us to bear witness to the sustaining
power of His grace. “It’s because of the Lord’s
mercies that we are not consumed” (Lamentations

3:22).1
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is blurred and foggy, we see
dimly through a glass, and

our knowledge is partial, but
a day will come when we will
fully comprehend the reasons

for our pain and suffering.
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AEWC ISSUES STATEMENT ON THE
DISPLACED POPULATION OF ARTSAKH

The Executive Committee meeting of the Armenian Evangelical World Council
(AEWC) was held at the Calvary Armenian Congregational Church in San
Francisco, California, on October 19-20, 2023.

Representatives of the seven member Unions and organizations participated in the
two-day meeting.

First row from left to right: Rev. Albert Paytyan,
Rev. Dr. Haoutune Selimian, Rev. Dr. Vahan H.
Tootikian, Dr. Nazareth Darakjian, Mr. Zaven
Khanjian and Rev. Joel Mikaelian.

Second row from left to right: Rev. Calvin
Sagherian, Rev. Hendrik Shanazarian, Rev. Dr.
Rene Leonian and Rev. Hovhaness Hovsepyan.

Following the written and oral reports, the Executive
Committee, among other matters, dealt with the
issue of the displaced population of Artsakh and
issued the following statement.

In the aftermath of the surrender of the Republic of Artsakh to a massive assault by Azerbaijan,
the Armenian Evangelical World Council (AEW C) reaffirms its unwavering commitment to stand in
solidarity with its compatriots in Artsakh.

Undoubtedly, the armed takeover of Artsakh stands as a stark reminder of the world’s inaction
during the 1915-23 Armenian Genocide.

While our hearts and minds are heavy due to the loss of life and land, and the mass exodus of
Armenians from their thirty-century old homeland, we empathize with them wholeheartedly. We stand
together to assist our displaced fellow compatriots, who have suffered more than enough in the past nine
months and are yearning for the restoration of normal life.

We will not sit idle as we have work to do. A God-given assignment to attend to. We have a few
commitments to reiterdate and convictions to share.

+ We bow in unison to the memory of all martyrs who sacrificed their lives in defense of the homeland.

+  Despite a treacherous journey, we thank God for the safety of our Artsakh kin in reaching the friendly
soil of the motherland.

+ We welcome them with open arms and heanrts.
+ W listen to them in humility.

We tend to meet and provide their needs with understanding, love and compassion.

L
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We uplift and help them restore their dignity.
We pray for them with faith and inject hope.

We stand by the democratically elected
institutions in the Republic of Armenia and

support the will of the people.

We deplore the unspeakable silence and
indifference of the international community.

We deplore the unlawful and immoral
detention of the Artsakh leadership in Baku
and hail their service, sacrifice and struggle
demonstrated while on duty.

We will continue our struggle for the release
of all political prisoners as well as POW’s
who were captured during the past few years.

We lament the mournful demise of the
shameful conscience of the United Nations
and. its Security Council.

We denounce the miserable atmosphere
of hate, violence and oppression in God’s
miracle creation of Earth.

We stand by the Republic of Armenia and
continue to support its efforts to develop the
homeland and cultivate the spiritual growth
and physical and economic development of
its people.

We expect all Armenians to recognize the
gravity of the Artsakh tragedy, and with a
sense of urgency to extend a helping hand to
our brothers and sisters.

We extend a brotherly hand, in the most
loving Christian spirit to coordinate and
cooperate in unity and camaraderie with all
organizations in the service of the forcefully

displaced kin.

We call on all entities and political forces
in Armenia who embrace the interest of the
homeland to work in a spirit of unity and
harmony.

We anchor our faith in the spilled blood
of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ and
perpetually aim to bring glory to God.

Rev. Dr. Vahan H. Tootikian

Executive Director,
Armenian Evangelical World Council

S Beﬁpa/ [ustor

Reverend Harutyun Khachatryan
January 6, 1984 - January 19, 2024

Jesus said, “l am the
Resurrection and the Life. He
who believes in Me, though he
may die, yet shall he live.”

John 11:25

Our dear brother and beloved
Senior Pastor of United Armenian
Congregational Church, Los
Angeles, CA, Reverend Harutyun
Khachatryan, passed from this
life into the presence of his
Savior Jesus Christ, on January
19, 2024. We continue to pray for
his wife Aylin, and sons Samuel
and Joseph, as well as the entire
Khachatryan family during this
difficult time.

“To be absent from the body is to
be present with the Lord"

We rejoice that he is with His Lord,
while we weep in our great loss.

Click here: Celebration of Life
Rev. Harutyun Khachatryan
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dT1V7JjLQSM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dT1V7JjLQSM

TESTIMONIALS

Celebrating
Christ’s birth

N all we do

Immanuel Armenian Congregational Church

IACC Rally Sunday 2023

hat a wonderful Rally Sunday

celebration we had on September 17,
2023.We had a great worship service with an
English and Armenian message from Rev.
George Terian. During the worship service,
we had the privilege of listening to beautiful
worship music led by Richard Agajanian,
Luke Agajanian, Victor Darakjian, and Jimmy
& Taline (Ketenjian) Jamogtchian. The music
filled and enriched the sanctuary. Following
the worship service, a delicious luncheon,
underwritten by Anahid Terjimanian, was
served by the ladies of the church.Thank you
to all who brought food and made this year’s
Rally Sunday perfect!” li

Debbie Fermanian
Office Administrator
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A REFLECTION ON CHRISTMAS
Galatians 4.1-8

As Christians, we celebrate Christmas with great joy, because through the birth and life
of Jesus Christ, God was revealed to us in a unique way in history. We come to know
God’s grace, His forgiveness and His unconditional love through the revelation that the
Son of God provided to us. This passage in Paul’s letter to the Galatians allows us to reflect
on an important aspect of Christ’s coming to the world: a significant change in the pattern
of our spiritual relationship with our heavenly Father.

In the Letter to the Galatians, Paul writes that through our union with Christ through
faith, we begin to relate to God in a new way: as children, and no longer as slaves.

As children, how can we understand our relationship with the Creator? Galatians Chapter
4 illustrates the important principles that guide our relationship with God.

I) The principle of freedom: vv.1-3

Before Christ, in the Old Covenant established by God with the nation of Israel, people
depended on a series of rules (613 in total) they had to obey to get closer to God. These
rules included rituals such as circumcision, the offering of animal sacrifices in the Temple,
and participation in a series of religious ceremonies, in addition to very specific rules of
conduct. The Temple of Jerusalem represented the presence of God among his people.
With the coming of Christ and through our faith in the Son of God, we were freed from the
Law, with its rituals and ceremonies. The Holy Spirit has freed us from the old system and
directs us to a new, more mature relationship with God, in which we do not need legalistic
principles to direct our lives, but have the freedom to approach God with a conscience
purified by faith in our Savior.

II) The principle of intimacy: vv.5,6

As our Master explained, “God is Spirit, and only by the power of his Spirit can people
worship him as he really is” (John 4:24). We can now call God our Father, because we are
no longer slaves, but children of God, in union with Christ by faith. As children, God
expects us to grow in maturity each day.

III) The principle of love: vv.6,7

Paul explained in his letters that God’s law is summed up in love (Galatians 5:14). The
principle of love is what directs our behavior now and guides the ethical standards by
which we conduct ourselves throughout life. As children, belonging to the New Covenant,
we do not act out of fear of punishment or to obtain rewards or favors, but our attitudes
are instead shaped by love for God and our neighbor. This is what is expected of children
who walk each day towards spiritual maturity in Christ.

Thanks to the Lord Jesus Christ, we changed our condition from slaves to children. Let us
use our freedom to have full communion with the Father in spirit. Let us live in intimate
and full communion with Christ and God. Above all, let us walk in the love of God
revealed in Jesus, practicing kindness and compassion in our human relationships. This
new relationship with God must be part of our understanding of Christ’s coming into the
world at Christmas. [l

Roy Abrahamian
Senior Pastor

Igreja Central Evangélica Arménia de Sao Paulo
Brasil
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TESTIMONIALS
Glendale Armenian Church of The Nazarene

By Christian Manoukian

s e bk A b

Ironman Games, Fresno

lendale Armenian Church of the Nazarene (GNAZ) is the first

Armenian Evangelical Church in Glendale, established in 1979.
What a beautiful and fruitful period it has been in the life of our
church. We are growing as a congregation, as a community, and
as followers of Christ.

In May, we officially welcomed our new Senior Pastor, Rev. Serop
Megerditchian. God chose to guide Rev. Megerditchian and his
wife Alina, son George, and daughter Vart Vars to our church,
and we are thankful for his guidance and wisdom as he leads
our congregation in seeking the Lord's will. On June 4, we held
an induction service for Rev. Megerditchian, officially shepherding
and leading in a new era in our church's decades-long history. He
becomes GNAZ's third pastor, continuing the ministry started by
Rev. Habib Alajaji and Rev. Hrag Karagoezian.

On Sunday, June 18, we honored the fathers and grandfathers in
the church with a delicious Father's Day breakfast. From traditional
foul and mamounia to manaesh and muffins, our congregation
enjoyed anincredible spread of food and a fruitful time of fellowship.
We are already looking forward to our next church breakfast.

From July 24 to 28, we turned our attention to ministering to
the children in our church, hosting a Vacation Bible School. This
is one of our favorite annual events to plan and put on. The kids
love interacting with our church leaders through a time of ministry,
Bible stories, games, worship and delicious food, capped off with
our annual VBS Carnival. This year, we hired a local food truck
to serve burgers, tacos, quesadillas, and more to the attendees,
and the addition of a handful of bounce houses and entertaining
carnival games made for a very fun night!

We have certainly enjoyed worshiping and fellowshipping
together these past few months. On Saturday, August 5, nearly
50 members of our congregation drove to Frazier Park for Camp
AREV's groundbreaking ceremony for the next phase in its
ongoing expansion project. We joined hundreds of other Armenian
Christians from across Southern California for a powerful
worship service and beautiful time of fellowship, celebrating the
transformative work Camp AREV is doing in the lives of Armenian
Christian youth across California and beyond. This was the first
community event for our congregation under Rev. Megerditchian’s
leadership, and the strong turnout was an encouraging sign that
God is working in the lives of each of our members.

On Saturday, August 26, our church embarked on an exciting day
trip to Catalina Island. We have hosted this family trip to Catalina
several times over the years and it has always been a huge hit.
We had around 80 people in attendance, including many families,
all of us wearing matching apparel designed by one of our youth
members, Lily Chakrian. Everyone enjoyed a variety of activities,
from swimming and snorkeling to a guided golf cart trip around
the island and even mini golf! Everyone left feeling reinvigorated
and excited for many more outdoor adventures in the coming
months with our church family.

A few weeks later in mid-September, over 30 of our youth drove to
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Fresno for the 2023 AEYF Ironman Games. Our athletes competed

valiantly, finishing as runners-up in basketball, and qualifying for

the semifinals in both volleyball and soccer as well. The GNAZ

teams were cheered on by a fantastic group of church spectators,

who always made sure our teams were well represented at every

game we competed in. We are already looking forward to the next
=t edition of the Games in 2025.

Our church capped off an incredibly exciting and fruitful first
few months under Rev. Megerditchian's leadership with our
44th Anniversary Banquet on Saturday, October 14. We hosted
over 160 attendees at our church’s Alajaji Hall for a memorable
night of fellowship, highlighted by special musical performances
and speakers, all while celebrating our church’s rich history and
looking forward prayerfully to the future of the Glendale ministry
and beyond.

Our banquet reminded us there is much to be grateful for, and
as we entered the month of November, giving thanks for all our
blessings was top of mind. We kicked off the annual festive season
with a fruitful Thanksgiving luncheon. We had over 150 attendees
attend the Armenian service, followed by a delicious lunch of
traditional Thanksgiving foods including turkey, mashed potatoes,
gravy, stuffing and more. Everyone left with their stomachs full and
their hearts full of thanks.

Asthe year drew to a close, we celebrated the birth of Jesus Christ
with more than 200 people at our annual Christmas program and
dinner. However, this year’s performance was a bit different than
in years past. Previously, our church always had the Sunday school
children perform a series of songs and Bible verses centered
around Christmas. This year, members of our congregation joined
together for a festive Christmas Cantata, singing a medley of
Christmas carols and hymns while reciting the story of Jesus. The
program ended with Rev. Megerditchian’s sermon on “The Light”
with the congregation holding candles and singing “Silent Night"'
It was the perfect way to round out a monumental year in the life
of our church. We are eternally grateful for what God has blessed
us with, and we pray that he continues to guide our congregation
as we look forward to 2024.

Vacation Bible School

Catalina Island

We have much to be thankful for in this season of growth, and
we invite you to join us every Sunday to experience how God is
moving within our church body. We have a variety of ministries
that serve our diverse congregation. Join us at 9:15 a.m. for our
growing and vibrant English service, with contemporary worship
and an English message from Rev. Megerditchian. At 10 am.,, join
one of our Sunday morning Bible Study groups; we offer ministries
ranging from preschool all the way to seniors. And finally, we invite
you to attend our traditional 11 a.m. Armenian service with worship
and a Biblical sermon by our pastor. All are welcome to become
Christmas Program part of our growing church family. As Psalms 46:8 says, “Come
and see what the Lord has done, the amazing things he has done
on the earth! Amen ll

Christian Manoukian
Glendale Armenian Church of the Nazarene
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DONATE TO
THE AEUNA
GENERAL FUND

Giving regularly to the AEUNA
General Fund, means you support:

The Minister to the Union's and

Field Pastor's travel to visit Union church
and ministry leaders and participate in
their events

Church planting and Evangelism events

Youth's and youth leadership's travel to
AEUNA camps and youth retreats

AEYF events (see pgs 48-49)
AEWF events (see pgs 45-47)

Union sponsored seminars, retreats and
C2C in-person gatherings (read about
AEUNA C2Csonpg55)

Enhancements to the AEUNA Website
and development of other digital tools, all
to equip and support our Union churches
and AEUNA ministries

The Forum magazine and other
publications to equip and support our
Union churches and ministry leaders

Christian Armenian Evangelical ministry
informational and educational materials
and resources to aid in acquiring

new pastors

Please use the enclosed envelope

or visit: aeuna.org/donate AEUNA biennial activities and events
Thank you in advance for your AEUNA community building events
generous gifts and continued

support of the AEUNA.

Donations to the AEUNA are
tax-deductible.

The point is this: whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and whoever sows bountifully will also
reap bountifully. Each one must give as he has decided in his heart, not reluctantly or under compulsion,
for God loves a cheerful giver. And God is able to make all grace abound to you, so that having all
sufficiency[b] in all things at all times, you may abound in every good work.

2 Corinthians 9:6-8
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AEWF-WR Conference Reflection

\ PURSUED FOR HOLINESS
Armenian Evangclical Women’s Fe”owship West Coast 2023

Fresno, California

g We are praising God for a blessed weekend!

hat a huge gift it was to spend the weekend

learning about how we are "Pursued for
HOLINESS"! What an incredible time of worship and
learning we had! We are still reflecting on what God did
2023 AEWF WesT Coast  OVer this past weekend and we are truly in awe.

WOMEN'S CONFERENCE
NOV. 3- 5 | FRESND, CA

The warm fellowship, seminars, games, and sharing of
meals were truly a special time! If you joined us, we are
attaching the links to the sessions so you can rewatch
them if you want to or share them with your family and
friends. Please click on the buttons below to be directed
to Session 1, Session 2, and Session 3.

If you weren't able to join us, we hope you can watch
the sessions and be as blessed as we all were!

Until next time, may the Lord watch over you all.
WM R HOLINESS

NS/ TRRERPY | Christs love,

Alina Balabanian

TO VIEW THE SESSIONS VISIT AEUNA.ORG
Pursued for HOLINESS, Pursued for HOLINESS, Pursued for HOLINESS,
Session 1 Session 2 Session 3: Q &A
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AzYGWpG2S34
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dGZL-hhW-8w&t=24s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=duRXz5h3DOg&t=1039s
http://aeuna.org
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AEWF-ER Conference
Reflection

Natalie Arslanian
Member of Armenian Congregational
Church of Southfield, Ml

“For | am sure that neither death nor life, nor angels
nor rulers, nor things present nor things to come, nor
powers, nor height nor depth, nor anything else in all
creation, will be able to separate us from the love of
God in Christ Jesus our Lord.” Romans 8:38-39

bundant Life through the power of the Holy Spirit.

This was the main topic at this year's Armenian
Evangelical Women's Fellowship - Eastern Region
(AEWF-ER) Conference. Fifty-seven women from
12 AEUNA-affiliated churches gathered in Metro
Detroit September 15-17, 2023 to fellowship with one
another. Sessions were led by Lara Cholakian Khoury,
from Calvary Armenian Congregational Church, San
Francisco.

We started each session with worship songs which
filled us with the joy and Spirit of the Lord. Throughout
the weekend, we heard the powerful testimonies
of six women. We learned about the ways the Lord
touched their lives through their difficulties. Following
the testimonies, we began our sessions. For each
of the sessions, Lara dissected Romans Chapter 8
verse-by-verse, giving us detailed explanations and
examples from day-to-day life. As we delved deep
into Romans Chapter 8, we faced many questions.
What is an abundant life? How does the world define
abundance in life? How do we live an abundant life?

We then broke out into discussion groups, to
collectively answer questions associated with the
prior session and discuss personal experiences as
Christians. As a first-time AEWF-ER conference
attendee, | felt encouraged to be surrounded by
so many wonderful sisters in Christ. We prayed
together, we laughed together, and some of us even
cried together. | experienced a beautiful sense of
belonging, which was moving because it was my first
time meeting most of the women at the conference.

One of my key takeaways from the weekend was
that living an abundant life means that we have God's
assurance that His purpose will be done through us.
We can rest in the fact that if God is for us, nobody
can be against us. [l
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Armenian Evangelical Youth Fellowship - Eastern

AEYF Eastern Region

Fall Conference
By Talar Sarmazian

he 2023 AEYF Eastern Region Fall Conference

took place October 6-8, at the First Armenian
Evangelical Church of Montreal. We had a record-
breaking attendance of 140 attendees, aged 12-25,
from Montreal, Toronto, Boston, Paramus, Philadelphia,
Cranston, Worcester, Salem and Chicago.

The weekend was a wonderful time of fellowship,
fun, and learning about the Lord with one another.
We praise God for the number of attendees and the
lives that were touched during this conference. The
speaker for the weekend was Reverend Doctor Ara
Heghinian from the Armenian Evangelical Church
of Cranston, Rhode Island, who spoke about unity,
the AEYF theme for the year. We focused on
passages from 1 Corinthians 12:12-31, 1 John 5:7-8,
and 1 Corinthians 1:10-17, as we discussed conflicts
and division in our churches, and what binds us
together during times of conflict.

Through the sessions Pastor Ara led and the
discussion groups that each attendee was placed
in, we talked about how we are each a part of the
body of Christ, the importance of our relationships
with one another, and how we need each other.
We learned that we need to come together and
use our differences for the church and for God, and
to remember that in times of conflict, to turn back
to our foundation, unity, and relationships built
through Christ.

Along with these sessions and discussion groups,
we had worship, games organized by the AEYF
executive committee, an outing, and free time for
attendees to meet each other and create lasting
bonds and memories. We hope and pray for fruitful
conferences such as this one in 2024! ll
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and Western Regions

AEYF East & West Joint Leadership
Conference, Chicago, IL
By Isabella Balian

|n November 2023, more than 50 passionate leaders from AEUNA churches
gathered in Chicago to serve the Lord through Christ-like leadership. Young
adults were appointed by their home churches within the union to attend and
bring back leadership lessons to the churches. The conference was planned by
the AEUNA Committee on Youth. Leaders gathered at the Armenian Evangelical
Church of Chicago, and were welcomed by the members of the church for the
weekend. Participants were grateful to learn from Badveli Greg Haroutunian,
Senior Pastor of First Armenian Presbyterian Church, Fresno, CA. AEUNA Field
Pastor Rev. Ron Tovmassian also participated at this conference in helping
shape young leaders of the Union.

Badveli Greg led participants through three teaching sessions on the
importance of discipleship and how to incorporate it into our lives. He helped
define the five components of a disciple-making church: having a biblical
foundation for relationships, being an intentional leader, cultivating a relational
environment, engaging in a reproducible disciple-making process, and having
church alignment. As children of God, we are designed to be in relationship
with him and commit ourselves to make disciples who will themselves make
disciples. In addition to hearing Badveli
Greg's wisdom on making disciples
and sustaining a lifestyle of leadership,
participants divided into small groups to
foster deeper discussion. In small groups,
these young adults shared their experiences
as leaders within their churches and
received encouragement from each other
to become Christ-like leaders.

During the last discussion group of the
weekend, leaders participated in modeling
a small group, in order to understand and
experience the relational environment that
Jesus modeled. Within the small groups, '
participants read the story of the Prodigal Son. They discussed what they
had learned and figured out how to use this story to disciple someone.
Participants also talked about applying this story within their own lives,
and reflected on what God may be asking them to do. Members of a small
group moved from strangers to friends to discuss the Biblical truth of this
parable and live with a kingdom mindset.

In Matthew 28:18-20 Jesus says, “Therefore go and make disciples of all
nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of
the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything | have commanded
you. And surely, I am with you always, to the very end of the age.” Leaders
united over their shared mission of spreading the word of God and growing
in spiritual leadership. They got the chance to explore Chicago, led by
Chicago local Daniel Gueyikian. The weekend was a joyous time, full of
fellowship and encouragement, as young leaders gathered to learn from
God. Leaders were grateful for a blessed time of worship and discipleship
and are prepared to mirror these lessons within their home churches. Il

UPCOMING EVENTS 2024

Camp AREV

inter
HS: Jan. 12-14 JH: Jan. 26-28 ‘
Jrs: Jan. 19-21 YA: Feb. 2-4

Camp AREV

Summer
HS: Jul. 14-20 JH: Jul. 28-Aug. 3 ‘
Jrs: Jul. 21-27 YA: Sep. 13-15

Camp Arevelk

NY: Aug. 4-10

AEYF East

C&C Retreat: NY, Feb. 9-11 ‘
I¢'s Conf.: PA, Apr. 19-21 |
Fall Conf.: TBD Oct. 4-6

AEYF West

Ages 14+
Spring Event: TBD Apr. 6
Fall Retreat: TBD Nov. 8-10

AEUNA/AEYF

Biennial
San Mateo, CA
Jun. 27-30
Tour Jun. 30-Jul. 3

AEUNA YOUTH MINISTRIES @ @
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IN MEMORIAM

Reflections of My Professor - Dr. Richard Hovannisian:

Historian, Professor, Mentor

By Doris K. Melkonian

he cramped
-1 office in Bunche
Hall at UCLA was
home to Professor
Hovannisian for
several  decades.
{1 would find him
' there engrossed in
- |the solitary work
_| of a scholar. Sitting
behind his desk in
his gray sweater,
Prof.  Hovannisian
hovered over a
mountain of books,
copiously working on one of many things: a conference
address, a public lecture, a class lecture or a submitted
manuscript. A draft would lie on his desk, with his editing
marks and scribbled notes legible only to him. He worked
tirelessly, fact-checking each statement, each footnote, each
bibliographic entry; and improving the draft with his poetic
and succinct style of writing. It was a laborious task, a solitary
one, but one he carried out relentlessly. Prof. Hovannisian
spent many long hours in that small office, surrounded
with his books and towering filling cabinets of Armenian
Genocide survivor testimonies. This office was the nucleus
of his scholarly output.

As his former graduate students and later his teaching
assistants for the Armenian Genocide Survivor Oral History
classes, my sister Arda and | became acquainted with this
man who initially appeared to have an intimidating presence.
As we worked in his office on the survivor oral history
transcripts, we developed a keen understanding and a close
relationship through many conversations, both academic
and personal. He became more than our professor; he
became our mentor. His cramped office became home to
us, and we spent many hours working with and getting to
know Prof. Hovannisian on a deeper level. Our preliminary
impressions of an intimidating professor were dismantled, as
we discovered a caring and thoughtful man.

Prof. Hovannisian was driven with a laser focus. He was
demanding of himself and all those who worked with him.
He was outspoken for the Armenian Cause, for justice for
the Armenian people. Prof. Hovannisian was a pioneer in the
field of Armenian History. Through his relentless efforts, he
developed a program at UCLA to teach Armenian History
and equally important, to collect and document Armenian
Genocide survivor testimonies. Because of his efforts, he
was instrumental in educating hundreds of students about
Armenian History and the Armenian Genocide. And, as
a result, he produced the next generation of professors of
Armenian History.

I the Otoman i and .41

a conference on The Genocide of the Christian

Populations of the Ottoman Empire in
Thessaloniki, Greece in May 2019

Prof. Hovannisian was a demanding professor. Although he
had that reputation, his classes were always packed. Through
his narrative form of delivery, each lecture brought to life the
events of the past, as a story unfolding before our eyes. Often
during his lectures, he would unexpectedly call on us for a
thoughtful analysis or interpretation. He expected us to have
a strong grasp of the politics that surrounded the decision-
making of historical events. He required us to be versed in
our ethnic history, to understand the events that triggered
the Armenian Genocide and to recognize the extent to which
it impacts our lives today.

Prof. Hovannisian was an outspoken figure, a trailblazer
in the field of Armenian History and Armenian Genocide.
Through the international conferences he organized on the
UCLA campus, he educated multiple communities, bringing
awareness to the horrific event of the Armenian Genocide.

Prof. Hovannisian was interested in the academic and
personal lives of his students and enjoyed hearing of their
progress. In the world of academia, where time is highly
guarded and protected, Prof. Hovannisian was generous
with his time and resources. He listened to his students, and
he would find a way to assist them. On several occasions
while Arda and | worked on the survivor testimonies in his
office, we observed such interactions between the professor
and his students.

As | reflect on my personal relationship with Prof.
Hovannisian, first as esteemed professor and later mentor, |
am reminded ofthe man who impacted my life and my sister’s,
changing the trajectory of our academic career. The unique
opportunity of working tirelessly on the survivor testimonies
and discussing their contents with Prof. Hovannisian was
priceless, often filling a void in my life as | was deprived of the
survival stories of my own grandparents. As | reflect on our
conversations, | am reminded of their content being about
faith and the Armenian Evangelical denomination, which
he was very curious to better understand. Arda and | had
the opportunity to share with him our faith and talk about
the Armenian Evangelical church. It was during these rare
moments that he shared his own childhood experiences
attending a Baptist church in Fresno. The teachings and
the songs he learned as a young boy remained with him
throughout his life. In 2022, during the keynote address
at the Centennial Anniversary Banquet of the Armenian
Cilicia Evangelical Church where | was the moderator, Prof.
Hovannisian shared with the banquet attendees the impact
the Baptist church had on him, even reciting one of the
Sunday school songs he had learned as a child. This was the
last public address he gave.

Prof. Hovannisian was a remarkable individual, an
exceptional scholar, and a kind man. He will be greatly
missed.
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In Memory of Prof. Richard G. Hovannisian
November 9, 1932 - July 10, 2023
Rev. Dr. Vahan H. Tootikian

n July 10, 2023, the Armenian American community and
the Armenian nation lost an outstanding intellectual
and a prominent scholar, Prof. Richard G. Hovannisian.

He was one of the pioneers in the field of Armenian Studies
in America, especially in the realm of Modern Armenian
History in the United States. He was a superb educator, a
talented writer and editor, an eloquent public speaker and
a renowned torchbearer of the Armenian Cause.

| had the privilege of knowing Prof. Hovannisian for many
years and enjoyed our friendship based on mutual respect.
Throughout his long career, | have been impressed by his
life and his work in the following ways.

First, Prof. Hovannisian was a brilliant intellectual. He
was endowed with a good intellect. He had a creative and
scholarly mind. Richard was a valiant soldier in the pursuit
of knowledge and truth. | was greatly impressed by his
breadth of wisdom.

Dr. Hovannisian was Professor Emeritus of Armenian
and Near Eastern History at UCLA, President’s Fellows at
Chapman University, and adjunct Professor of History at
USC, working with Shoah Foundation on testimonies of
survivors of the Armenian Genocide. He published more
than 30 volumes on Armenian History and culture, and
more than half a dozen on Near Eastern history, society and
culture.

When he was editing his 14" book, Armenian
Communities of the Northeastern Mediterranean, he
asked me, as a native son of Kessab, to read the manuscript
on “Kessab and its Village.' | was amazed at his rationality,
objectivity and inquisitive mind. He wanted to know the
“why” and “how" of things.

Prof. Hovannisian was a powerful scholarly-minded man
with unmatched vitality. He never faltered in his beliefs no
matter what the course of events. Even though he looked
at both sides of political questions, he never wavered in his
convictions, because his strong beliefs and convictions were
based on his solid academic background. His unwavering
belief in doing what is right carried him through all his days,
and that has been a great inspiration and motivation to me
and to many others.

Second, Prof. Hovannisian was dedicated to the
preservation of Armenian history and advancement of
Armenian studies. He was one of the passionate advocates
who placed Armenian history in the curricula of UCLA. He
spearheaded the establishment of the Society of Armenian
Studies (SAS). This successful venture served as a powerful
conducive factor for the expansion of Armenian Studies in
other universities.

Dr. Hovannisian lent his valuable input to our nation

through his genocide denial studies. He edited 16 volumes
on this subject, and made a significant contribution to
international recognition of the Armenian Genocide. He
became a tireless advocate for the rights of the Armenian
people and built a reputation as a visionary leader who
championed the Armenian Cause.

Some individuals, by their presence and leadership, lift
the generations they represent, so that all whose lives come
in contact with him walk on higher ground. Dr. Hovannisian
was just such an individual.

Third, Prof. Hovannisian was a great educator. He
was a man full of energy, dreams and plans. According
to many of his students | talked to, Dr. Hovannisian was a
perfectionist, who maintained high academic standards
in the classroom. They admired his demand for rigorous
scholarship, his infectious enthusiasm toward Armenian
cultural heritage and his excellence in teaching.

Dr. Hovannisian was an excellent communicator. Whether
it was in the classroom or in a public lecture or in a seminar,
he was very articulate and eloquent. He had a persuasive
tongue and an engaging personality. Being a life-long
learner, he believed that his students had to grow, evolve in
their thinking, and become individuals making a difference.

It was Dr. Hovannisian's undying patriotism and his
reverence for the great tradition of our ancestors that
inspired his students and his supporters to conduct more
than one thousand genocide oral history interviews, which
have been transcribed from their original Armenian as well
as translated into English. He donated the collection to
the USC Shoah Foundation'’s Visual History Archives to be
available to scholars around the world.

Prof. Hovannisian enriched his long life through unselfish
and devoted service to his people. He did not waver in using
his talents for the cultural uplift of his fellow Armenians.

Fourth, Prof. Hovannisian was a dedicated family man.
He was a most loving son, husband, father and grandfather.
He and his multi-talented wife, Doctor Vartiter, were not
only loving life partners, but also co-laborers who worked
side by side in the service of the Armenian community. As
parents, they instilled in their children strong family values
and principles. They had four children X Raffi, Armen, Ani
and Garo M and their oldest son, Raffi, became the first
Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Armenia in
1991-1992.

So Prof. Hovannisian departs after walking victoriously
with the torch of Armenian heritage lifted high in his hand.

After almost seven decades of continuous service to the
Armenian nation, he has departed leaving behind a grateful
multitude. l
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FEATURE BOOK

Rev. Dr. Vahan Tootikian
Authors His 49th Book:

Vertical and Horizontal Relations

By Rev. Kevork (George) Terian, Senior Pastor
Immanuel Armenian Congregational Church,
Downey CA

Once again, the Rev. Dr. Vahan Tootikian surpris-
es us with the publication of another interesting
and instructive book that deals with two very important
aspects of our Christian life: our vertical relationship
with our Creator and Savior, and our horizontal rela-
tions with our fellowmen. As a veteran minister and an
experienced professor, our author points out that these
two vital relationships are inter-connected. The close
correlation between the two is very obvious and undeni-
able. This truth becomes crystal-clear to us in Matthew
22:37, where Jesus links loving God with loving our
neighbors.

For human beings who are by nature sociable creatures,
relationships are necessary, important and unavoidable;
however, our vertical relationship with God must pre-
cede the horizontal relationships that bind us to one an-
other. God’s pure and unselfish love for us obligates us
to show the same love to one another.

Vertical and Horizontal Relations is a bilingual book
consisting of 43 articles, 29 of which are in English and
14 in Armenian. Written in an accessible style, the au-
thor’s own life experience helps him connect with his
readers. The English part deals with major Armenian
and American holidays and holy days, as well as views
on issues such as Christian growth and maturity, pas-
tor and parish relations, home as the first school of life
and other topics. In this book he also renders a scholarly
analysis of the four Gospels.

In the Armenian section entitled Ooghahayatz yev
Horizonagan Haraperoutyunner Dr. Tootikian deals
with a variety of theological, educational and patriot-

ic subjects conveying timely truths to his readers with
deep pastoral sensibility and solid Biblical and cultural
knowledge.

The greatest tragedy of our age is that our vertical
relationship with God has become the most neglected
relationship on earth. We must be cognizant of the fact
that it is this vertical relationship that gives us access
to God’s eternal Kingdom. Establishing intimacy with
God, through a perpendicular relationship, will make
the existence of the spiritual world become a tangible
reality for us. In Matthew 25:35-40, Jesus tells us that
our acts of mercy, like feeding the hungry, providing
clothes for the poor, and visiting the incarcerated, are
considered to be services that are rendered to Him. By
alleviating human suffering, we honor Christ Himself.
QOur vertical relationship with God should intersect our
horizontal relationships with people.

While our relationship with God is based on faith
alone, we are told, in no mistakable terms, that the way
we relate to other people will have a direct bearing on
our experience of Him.

In a very convincing way, Dr. Tootikian shows that
our relationship with our Creator, not only supersedes
all of our human associations in importance, but also
safeguards their moral integrity and preserves their
unselfish character. In a nutshell, without establishing
a close vertical relationship with God, it will be next
to impossible to have healthy and robust interactions
with our fellowmen on the horizontal level. ll
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SAVE THE DATE!

BIENNIAL

B June 27-30, 2024
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Q San Francisco Bay Area (San Mateo)

Just as a body, though one, has many parts,
but all its many parts form one body, so it is
with Christ.

1 Corinthians 12:12

ENCOURAGEMENT IN EVANGELISM

How Did You Come to Know Jesus?

Share your story of how you came to know Jesus. You
may provide a short written description of what led you
to follow Christ. Or you may get creative! Use your phone
or computer to record a short video about how you came
to Christ. Maybe you want the recording to be of a loved
one interviewing you. Get out paint or water color and
illustrate a scene.

However you want to convey the good news about
how you received the Good News, send your story to
the committee chair Badveli Heather Ohaneson at
evangelism@aeuna.org by April 1, 2024. We will
contact you for permission for use of your stories -
including possibly at the Biennial.

We know that one of the ways we can spur each other
on in our faith and in the practice of evangelism is by
remembering God's saving acts of grace.
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AEUNA REBUILDING
PROJECT - Phase 2:

Progress and Plans

he Minister to the Union (MTTU), Field Pastor (FP),

and Rebuilding Project Task Force continue working
with AEUNA ministries to investigate ways to increase
the awareness of the AEUNA, multiply lay leaders;
unite and build relationships within our community;
and practice outreach and evangelism effectively.

INCREASING AEUNA AWARENESS

At the 2023 AEUNA Fall BOD meeting, a new
Promotion and Communication Task Force was formed
with the goal to create a plan for 2024 to increase
the awareness of AEUNA's vision, values, ministries,
and services. This includes working with AEUNA
leadership and committees to develop ways to increase
participation.

Members of the Task Force: AEUNA Field Pastor, Rev.
Ron Tovmassian, AEYF ER President, Alex Heghinian,
AEUNA Committee on Youth Chair, Arpi Sarmazian,
AEUNA Adminstrator, Nora Wilson, and AEUNA Clerk,
Jennifer Telfeyan-LaRoe. The first tasks the team will
focus on: Updating the AEUNA website, creating
universal calendars, developing informational material
to assist the Field Pastor's work.

MULTIPLYING LAY LEADERSHIP

Our Field Pastor, Rev. Ron Tovmassian, continues to
reach out and increase the AEUNA Footprint! So far he
has connected with seven to nine different institutions
with plans to find Christian Armenian students who
would be eager to serve our community.

While visiting Union churches and as he shares
details about our AEUNA programs and resources
which supports people who are feeling called to
ministry in some way, Rev. Ron has welcomed 3 to 4
new applicants to the AEUNA InCare program and will
have 8-10 more in the program by the end of 2024!

A hard truth is that many of our pastors are leaving
their churches and some leave the ministry entirely. To
remedy this issue, Rev. Ron meets regularly with our
interns and students, young pastors, and those who
left pastoral ministry. With these meetings, issues can
be addressed and support given to allow a healthy
and collaborative approach in encouraging individuals
through their griefs and concerns

Likewise, Rev. Ron is coaching church leaders to
learn ways to foster their relationships with their pastors
and promote healthy Biblical growth and spiritual
connection. Rev. Ron's coaching includes giving
seminars and educational resources to church leaders.



mailto:evangelism%40aeuna.org?subject=Forum%20-%20Sharing%20stories

Working with AEUNA church leaders and community members to build

relationships, work collaboratively, and discover opportunities in
rebuilding the AEUNA into a better, stronger, more robust mission in

the dynamic climate of the twenty-first century.

We are grateful for our Field Pastor and his service
during a critical time in the life of our Armenian Evangelical
community. We pray our Lord continues to bless him and his
work. (Read more about how our Field Pastor is making a
positive difference in our community on page 10.)

UNITING AND BUILDING RELATIONSHIPS

Badveli Hendrik Shanazarian, our MTTU, continues to
travel visiting Union churches. His goal is to regularly visit
with every one of our 33 Union churches in Canada, USA,
and Brazil, Argentina, and Uruguay! As he visits he worships
with and serves the churches (especially those without
pastors), meets with church leadership, and attends church
events. Our MTTU listens to and works with church leaders
to solve issues the church is facing. Moreover, he continues
to represent the Armenian Evangelical Church by attending
local and international events and meetings, including
the Armenian American Museum project. Pan Armenian
Council and meeting with senior clergy from other Armenian
Christian denominations.

Our Churchto Church (C2C) Zoom Meetings where pastors
and church leaders from different locations meet monthly to
enjoy fellowship, share highs and lows, and pray for each
other are proving to be a lovely way to build relationships
within the AEUNA family! Currently AEUNA C2C small
groups include: The New England group with 5 churches,
the Midwest and Canadian group with 6 churches, and the
South American group with 3 churches. Pastors from the
12 Los Angeles, CA churches meet regularly as well. Since
these C2C groups started, Union leadership has sponsored
seminars to assist with issues our churches face. Now we
hope to do more and plan in-person gatherings and retreats
on off biennial years. Our next step: To include more AEUNA
Union churches in C2C groups.

At the 2023 Spring AEUNA BOD meeting, our MTTU
working with the Rebuilding Task Force led a workshop
session on Making Space for our Neighbors focusing on the
importance of providing a welcoming environment at church.

This past November the AEUNA held its 2023 Fall
BOD meeting in Toronto, Canada. This time our MTTU,
Rev. Hendrik Shanazarian and the Field Pastor, Rev. Ron
Tovmassian working with Ministry Committee Chair, Rev.
Ara Heghinian, Rev. Jeremy Tovmassian, and the AEUNA
Evangelism Committee Chair, Badveli Heather Ohaneson
led a workshop session on the causes and impacts of
conflict in our Union churches. A survey was sent out to
pastors and church leaders asking if they faced conflict
and to share their experiences. Ten of the thirty three Union
churches responded that they experienced conflict in the

following areas: Theological differences (conservative vs.
liberal); Personality issues; Church politics; Generational
issues (worship styles, how to bring in change). Discussions
included methods to empower and support our churches
and ministry groups in handling these difficult situations. This
exercise provided an occasion for productive self-evaluation
and ways to address the needs and challenges Union
churches are facing. The BOD members learned that Union
churches want Union leadership to provide: professional
mediators and counselors, moderate conflict discussion,
provide conflict resolution workshops and Zoom discussions
on "hot topics,’ vetted resources, and for Union leadership to
have more of a presence at Union churches.

Our next steps: To create and offer seminars and
workshops on these topics working with Union pastors and
professionals within our AEUNA community. In all cases our
goal is to prepare biblically and prayerfully and in the power
of the Holy Spirit as we move forward in these sensitive areas.

Read more about the AEUNA BOD meetings and work at:

Point your

camera
at the codes,
one at a time

INCREASING OUTREACH AND EVANGELISM

Six devoted members of the Evangelism Committee (led by
Badveli Heather Ohaneson, who is also part of the Rebuilding
Task Force) meet to learn about Bible-based contemporary
methods of sharing the gospel of Jesus Christ with our
neighbors, friends, loved ones, and strangers. Presently they
are studying Dave and Jon Ferguson's 2021 book, B.L.E.S.S..
Five Ways to Love Your Neighbor and Change the World.
The committee is encouraged by the authors' focus on B,
beginning with praying for people by name, and L, listening
carefully to others as a way of blessing them. In its study
and preparation to offer webinars to the wider AEUNA
community, the committee is keeping its eyes on two crucial
nodes: young people and unchurched Armenians.

A central upcoming task is conducting a survey to
establish a baseline understanding of how Union churches
are evangelizing and growing.

If you have a testimony that you would like to share of how
you were saved and brought into one of our Union churches,

please e-mail evangelism@aeuna.org

Please continue to pray for our work and for all the
ministries of the AEUNA
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CELEBRATI
50 Years

411 E. Acacia St., Ste 200
Glendale CA 91205

MARK YOUR CALENDARS

UPCOMING EVENTS 2024
P Camp AREV NBl AEYF East

‘ Winter A ‘ C&C Retreat: NY, Feb. 9-11
. HS: Jan. 12-14 JH: Jan. 26-28 || | Jr's Conf.: PA, Apr. 19-21
Jrs: Jan. 19-21 YA: Feb. 2-4 . Fall Conf.: TBD Oct. 4-6 /£

Camp AREV N AEYF West

‘ Summer ‘ | Ages 14+
| HS: Jul. 14-20 JH: Jul. 28-Aug. 3| ‘ | Spring Event: TBD Apr. 6 ‘
Jrs: Jul. 21-27 YA: Sep. 13-15 / \ Fall Retreat: TBD Nov. 8-10 /

BRBINO| ANV JLINN

BIENNIAL

B June 27-30, 2024 " Camp Arevelk

” AEUNA/AEYF

! Biennial
NY: Aug. 4-10 | | San Mateo, CA

Q@ San Francisco Bay Area (San Mateo) : ‘ \ J-;n-Z;:tle
our jun. -Jul.

Just as a body, though one, has many parts, A
CAMP
but all its many parts form one body, so it is W@ G - AEUNAYOUTH MINISTRIES @ @

with Christ.

1 Corinthians 12:12




