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From the Editor's Desk

By Rev. Kevork George Terian

Every year, in our Spring Issue, we remember the Armenian
Genocide, to draw inspiration from its brave heroes who
fought valiantly against ethnic and religious discrimination,
and dedicated their lives for the promotion of social justice,
equal rights, self determination, and the preservation of their
national identity and rich cultural heritage that spans 4,000
years. Often we discussed the achievements of our male
freedom fighters, the sacrifices they made and the untold
suffering that they endured. Today, we decided to highlight the
life and accomplishments of an Armenian heroine who fought
relentlessly, not with a gun, but with her pen and sharp mind.

Our unique heroine is Zabel Yessayan' who, unfortunately,
had been relegated to near obscurity. She was born in
Constantinople in 1878, and was murdered in 1943, during the
Stalinist purges. Her father, Mgrditch Hovhannesian, was a
merchant who was fluent in several languages: Armenian,
Turkish, French, Russian and Georgian. He was an avid reader
and traveled extensively. Zabel says that her father had a
profound influence on her intellectual development.

She was the first woman from the Ottoman Empire to attend
the Sorbonne University in Paris, France, where she delved
into the study of Literature and Philosophy. She was a gifted
novelist, essayist and a prolific writer of short stories. She
was a regular contributor of articles to the local Armenian Zabel Yessayan
newspapers.

In Constantinople, she was an active member of “Zartonk” which was an Armenian National Awakening Movement that advocated
social justice, equal rights and self-determination. They also organized and presented cultural events, such as musical concerts and
theatrical performances. She urged Armenian families to educate their daughters to be self-sufficient and self-confident.

In 1909, the Turks, without any provocation, attacked, plundered and then torched Armenian businesses and homes in Adana. Within
one week, they massacred at least 30,000 innocent Armenians. In response, the Armenian Patriarchate in Istanbul sent Zabel Yessayan
to the disaster zone to document the atrocities that had been inflicted on Armenian civilians, and to distribute relief supplies to the
newly widowed mothers and orphaned children. In 1910, she published the full account of the 1909 devastating massacres in a book
titled “In Ruins.’

At the end of World War |, she was elected to join the Armenian delegation to the Paris Peace Conference where she gave lectures and
gave reports about the plight of the Armenian women and the abuses that they endured during the war.

She was the only woman whose name appeared on the list of Armenian intellectuals and community leaders who were targeted for
arrest and elimination by the Turkish government. On April 24,1915, when Turkish gendarmes came to arrest her, she told them that
Zabel was inside the house. As the policemen entered her house, she fled and hid herself for several months at a local hospital. Then
she managed to escape to Bulgaria by assuming a false identity. From there she traveled to Thilisi that was an important hub for
Armenian intellectuals.

In 1933, she decided to settle permanently in Soviet Armenia with her two children: daughter Sophie and son Hrand. She taught French
language and literature at the Yerevan State University, and continued campaigning for women'’s rights. In Yerevan, she published

'In some geographic areas, this family name is spelled Yesayan. CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
3 - Forum Easter/Genocide Commemorations 2026



her autobiography, “The Gardens of Silihdar” which is a touching narrative of her childhood and a vivid description of Armenian
community life in Constantinople at the end of the 19th century. She continued working assiduously for the preservation of the
Armenian culture.

,D K rb ﬁ She always prioritized community needs over personal safety. That was why she
] . staunchly supported the Armenian poet Yeghishe Charentz when the Soviets tried
En ure naros 1¢S to curb his freedom of speech. She maintained that poets and writers should have

full freedom to express their thoughts. Although she favored the socialist system of
as d gD Orb $0 @1 er ’ government, she resented the restrictions it placed on personal freedoms.

Although she miraculously survived the Genocide of 1915, she became a victim of the
Coan
jesw ( frist

Stalinist purge of 1937. She was accused of “Nationalism” which was a standard charge
that the Soviets used to indict intellectuals who did not toe the Communist Party line.
She was murdered in murky and unknown circumstances inside a Soviet prison, in
1943, in Siberia.

To honor her legacy for defending human rights, and for being a voice for the voiceless, the French Government in 2018, renamed a
walkway in Paris with her name. It is also worth mentioning that in today’s Yerevan there is a small street named after her.

The following statement of William Saroyan describes Zabel Yessayan's personality and character traits: “It is simply in the nature of
the Armenian to study, to learn, to question, to speculate, to discover, to invent, to revise, to restore, to preserve, to make, and to give"’

With great vigor and energy, she fought against Ottoman Turkish injustice and Soviet repression, refusing to conform to unjust laws, she
resisted capitulation to intolerance by retaining her dignity and indomitable will. Her message for us is: resist tyranny and oppression,
do not make concessions to those who use coercion as a means to subdue you, and fight with all your might for the freedom of
conscience.

In 2 Timothy 2:3, the Apostle Paul says, “Endure hardships as a good soldier of Jesus Christ."
ludpwgph Spwbnuukbu

UdEU pwph dbp quipuwtiwghu Apwipupulyne@-buit dbg, Eup Yp jhobup 2wing gbnuuwwunc@hiup
UtpousnLnL wunp pwownh hpnulbpEu, npnup pwowpwp wwjpwpbgwl gbqwjhu b fpouwlwiu
fuyppulwuncEbwu nbd b hptug Yewupp gnhbight pulyEpw)hu wpnwpniE-hll, hwrwuwp hpwencupubn
wuwhnytne b hplug waguyh fupunt@hiup b 4000 puwpniw) hwpniug WwlncEwjht dwnwugni@hiup
wwhwwbne: Swdwfu UBup Yp putwplybhup dbp wipdwpn wqugpudwpgphlubpne Uwdnwlubpp, wunug
fuwypwpwd gnhnnnie-hiuutpp b fpwd wuywgpdtjh punwywuputpp: Wuop Jtup npnokighup kg
ubpluwywgubti) huy Apnunchh Jp np pp Yeuitph pufewgphl uiinwnwp wuwjpwpbgue ny @ qEupny, wy hp
aphsny L uncp dippny:

Utip bqulh Aipnunchpu Quiwk) BuwbwUu &, np ndpwiupupwp gpbet dnnwgn@bwl Bu@wplyniws
Ep: WU Suwd b bnuypwiununiynihu punuwpht dke 1878 @rnLwlwithu b uywuuniwd & 1943hu" Ugpwihubwu
whwpblswlwl wppwihu dwdwtwl: Wunp huypp’ Ulpghs 3ndhwlububwup, Julwnwlwl Ep, np unpdud
Ep Uh puith [Ggncubp’ 2wbpBu, @nuppbipbu, $pwitiutplu, Mincubpbu b dpwgbipbu: Wu puetpguubp Eplpp
& wwyEwnng* pw 4p Kwdpnprbn: Qwwbp | pus @t hp hwipp funp wanbigni i niibguws & hin
dypwinp qupgugdwt Jnuwy:

WU Oudwubwit fuyupneeEUEU wnwshu Yhul Ep np pwpdpugnju nuuncd upugue @uwphgh Unpyynu
hwdwuwpwuht Uk, nup wt funpwgwe gpuljwiunc@bw b thhhunthwne@w niuncduwuhpni@buit Je:
WU punuitnwenp Jhywuwt, wpdwlwehp b up& wwpdne@-hiuubpne Abnhuwy Ep: WU wywppbpwpwp
jonntwdutp Yp apbp pbnuljuit hwyywlwit EbpEtpncu:

Mnuwhw) «QuipE-oup» swnpddwit gnpdnu wtinwd Ep: Wu 2w wgguwjhu kL dwlni@wjhu
Ywauwltpwynihiup Yp wwypwpbp pulyEpwhu wpnwpnEtwl, dwpnluhu hpuenuputpne
wwoypuuunt@bwu kL wggujhu pfupunpnonudh quinuidwph Switwsdwt: Wunup Uwle Yp YugdwlEpybhu
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dowlyni@wjhu dEnuwpljubp, Epwdopuljut hudtpqubp b Ewypbpwlwu Ubplujwgnidubp: W swpniuwl
Up pwowibpbp 2wy puypwithputpniu np hpkug nncugppbpniu pwpép neuncd” wywhndbu npubugh wunup
hupuwpwt b fupuwduypwh ppju:

1909 @nLwluiupu, bpp Encppbipp’ wnwlg npll wwyppniwlh, jupdwlguu Upwuwh hujwplwy
Erunwdwubpnil ypwj, @wiwlbght b wwyw wipbght hwjlwluwt uwtnc@ubpu ne gindubpp, W B owpweniw
pufRrwgphl wufubw) Ynypnpight wnuncwgu 30,000 wudtin b wugbu hwjtp, Mnjun) 2wjng Nwipphwppwpuiup
Quuyk| buwywuhu nuquiplsg wnbyh 2pewth 2wy fuwnwnuwubp puwlhsubpne Uuypdwdp juypupnuws
Jujpwani@hiuubpp thwupugpbine b Unp wyphwgwsd duyptpniu b nppugwd bpbfuwubpniu oquni@hiu
hwugubnu hwdwp: 1910 EnLwlwiupu wu Apwypwpultg 1909h wibphs Yngpinpudubipne wdpnnswluu
wuwpdn-hiup «Utkpwljubpne Uke» Jepuwapnd gpphu ke:

Unwehu hwdwgfuwphwjhu wwipbpwauh wewpypu, wu ywpgudwenp puyppnitgue dhwuwine Qwphgh
fuwnwnniEtwt hwdwdnnnyht dwutwlgnn huyuwlwu wywypnehpwlnu@bwit: U wju pugunhly wnhep
gnpdwdtig nwuwfuount@hclitbp quwny, penklwghputp Ubpyuywgubing b gbynjgutpne vhongny
Uwpwepbg hw) fuuwlg nnpwih dh&wlp b ywipbpuwguh puEwgphu wunug Ypwd punwywtpubpp b
pnunL@hcuubpp:

WU Jhwl Yhut Ep, npncu wuncup jupgpuncbguie @ppwljuit junwwpni@twu ynndl dEppwluduiu b
nsuswgdwU Erhpwju nupdws hwy dpwenpuljwutbpne W Awdwjuph wnwgunppubpne gnigulpu uke: 1915
(rnLwljwith Wwyphy 24-hu, Bpp @nupp dwtypupdubpp Eywl wunp d&ppwljwibint, wl wtnug puwe @5 Quwkip
qintupu ‘Ubppht ububwlubpEu dniu Ube b: Bpp nuphlutitbpp dipwt wunp gindup, wu wbdhowwbu dhwfuwe
L h puith wdhu wwhnLpypuwd duwg pbnwlwu Ahrwunwungh up dbe: Ubpowuwbu w jwennbgui thwfushy
Nniywphw’ Ynd wuduwgpny: Wuypbinbu wu vblubgwe nbuh dpwupuith dwjpwpwnwpp' (h$ihu, np 2w
dypwnpuwlwtiubpne uplenp Yenpnu Ep:

1933 EnLwlwuhu, wl npnobg pypwljwt puwlni@hct hwuypuigby lunphpnwihu 2wjwuguith dkg' hp Un$h
YnLuypphu bL 2pwiin nprthpu Ay W $puitiubipb igne b gpuluitinc@hiu Yp puuwrwtinbp Bpliwth
wbypwluw hwdwuwpuwuht ke W 4p swpniuwlbp wwypwphy juitiwug hpwencugubpne hwdwp: Gpliwuh
UEg wu Apwipwpwlg pp puplwlbuuwgpnu@piup «Uhihhpuiph Mwppbqutppy np guygpniu Yepynyg
Up Uwpwapk hp dwityne@hiup b Mnuwhw) hwdwjupht Yewupp' 19pn nupne yepewnpneebwu: W
owpnilwlbg hp witfunug woluwpupp 2wy WwlnyEh wwhwywldwu hwdwp:

WU dhoy hp hwdwjuph Ywphpubpp' hp wuduwlwu wudpuugni@bubt wikh gbpunwu Uwpbg: Uhw @k
husnL wu wbybpwwwhopbl wwopuuitkg 2wy puliwuyptind Enhok Qwpkugh, bpp funphpnuwhultpp
thnpdbght uwhdwuwdwlt) wunp juouph wquipne@hiup: W swpniuwlbg wunb), np putwupbndubpu

nL gpnnubipp wbypp & ntubuw hpbug dyppbpp wpypwjuyypbine hwulwpup wqugpnE-hiu: Quwjwd np wit
Ynnduwlhg Ep unghwihuypulwu junwdwpdwt hwdwluwpght, wl ndgnh Ep wtduwlwl wquipni@twl Jpwy
npntwd uwhdwuwduwlynedubpbu:

bt JEpwwypbgu 1915 @niwluiuh gbnuuwwunc@hiup, wu gnh nupdwe 1937 @niwluith Upwjhubwu
n&hpubpniu: lunphprwjhu hofuwnc@hiuubpp wunp Jnwnplight «wqquijuwlwtinu@bwius juugwupny, np
undnpwpwp Yp gnpdwdwncbp Yndniuhugpulut hnuwlgne@uwt nuntgnight shbyplinn dipwinpuluitbpniu
nuipuywpyplne hwdwp:

Uwpnnt hpwencuglbpne wwopuywiuni@bwl b dwjuwgnepliubpniu dwjup prupncu hwdwp, bu wiunp
dwnuwgni@heup jupgbnt $pwupwih junwdwpni@hiup 2018 EnLwljwuhu’ @wphgh thnnngubpku
JYniu wiuniup dhnfubight b quiju wunLwiubghu Quiykjh wuncunyd: Mwpgphup Uwbe jhob) @5 dbp 2wypbuhph
dwjpwpwnuipht dbe wy Yuy hnpphly thnnng dp np Yp Ypk dbp hEpnunchhpu wiudwh wundup:

Yhbwd Uwpnbwup Akyplibw) fuouptipp Yp Uwpwgpbu Quiyk; Suwjwuh wuhwypuwluwunc@hiuu

nt puwcnpn@bwt gluwenp juglneEhuutpp: Uwpnbuiup 4 puk, « Mwpquiybu 2wjh puncerhiiu b
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neuncluwuhpby, unpdhy, hwpguplut), dpwdt|, upbindt, jophub, YEpwlwuguhy, wwhywiub) b Swnwb;
dwpnynie-bwus:

UtS bnwunnd b fEuuntuwyni@bwdp wt ywjpwpbgur Oudwubw @nupphwh wbwprwpne@twu b
funphprwjhtu Uhne@bwt pnuwdugnidubpniu nbd™ dEpdtnd Bu-wplynih) wiunug wuwpnwp opbupubpnd,
nhdwnptng wuhwunnipdnnuljwunLEbwt’ ywhwywubnd hp wpdwwwwypni@-hiut ne wtuwuwl udpp:
Wunp wwypguidp ybq hwdwp Yp jutduwpuwpl phdwnpl priwwbpneetwu b ghonudubp sywgpupby
pruwlwiubpnit npnup Yp swtiwt dbq uyppnijuguby: lun&h b dipph wquigpni@-twl wwjpwpp wbype §
wpunhwy swpnicuwlynch:

3hokup Monnu Wnwpbwih jnpnpp, «Up fncu Ubnne-hcuubpne hwdpbpk, 3hunwu 8phuginup pwph ghuncnph
Up wku»: - . Shun@bnu 2:3

From the Minister to the Union
F‘ L) L)
Knowing Christ and the Power
. of His Resurrection e pHILIPPIANS 3:7-12

By Rev. Hendrik Shanazarian

In his letter to the Philippians, the Apostle Paul testifies about his journey of faith. He writes that the major purpose of his life is to
know Christ—yes, to know the power of his resurrection (3:10). What was Paul willing to do in order to reach this goal? He put aside
all he once considered valuable (gain) and was willing to suffer the loss of it all for this purpose. Paul desires the same for both the
Philippians and the Ephesians. To the Philippians he writes—All of us, then, who are mature should take such a view of things (3:15-
17). For the Ephesians he prays that they may know the hope to which He has called you, the riches of his glorious inheritance

in his holy people, and his incomparably great power for us who believe. That power is the same as the mighty strength He
exerted when He raised Christ from the dead (1:18-20). In His high priestly prayer in John 17 Jesus was praying for the disciples and
those who would believe because of their ministry. In that prayer He mentioned that He had been given authority to give eternal life to
people, that they may know...the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom God had sent (John 17:2-3).

Christian faith is not about a series of doctrines, a body of beliefs to accept or a moral code to follow that will make you acceptable to
God. The Christian faith is a personal and close relationship with our infinite God, who revealed Himself in His Son Jesus Christ. It is
about personally knowing Christ, not knowing about Christ. It is about personally accepting Him as Lord and Savior and maintaining
a close and continuous relationship with Him. Certainly, knowing and reading about Jesus is necessary but having knowledge about
Jesus and understanding theology does not make us Christians, unless we have personally known Him as Savior and Lord.

James W. Fowler Il is an American theologian who was Professor of Theology and Human Development at Emory University. He is well
known for his writings on the different stages of faith development. His research is on faith in general, not specifically Christian faith,
but it is interesting that based on his studies he introduces six stages of faith development. These stages are also connected to age
and mental maturity. The early stages of faith are based on stories, images and traditions we have heard or received from our parents.
At some point, the journey starts in early adulthood and is completed in midlife when, as a result of our own questioning, reflection
and experience, that faith becomes a personal faith. Faith is not only what we have been taught or what others around us believe, it is
something more personal.

The Scriptures tell us that believing in Jesus means knowing Him. In the Scriptures the word that is translated to know has a much
deeper meaning than simply having information about someone. To know means to enter into a close and continuous relationship.
Listening and talking to Jesus through prayer, reading the Scriptures and following His example and guidance are so important. That is
why so much has been written and preached about quiet time and devotional study of God's Word.

Paul had a unique encounter with Jesus Christ that revolutionized His beliefs about God, Jesus Christ and His mission in the world. It
changed his life purpose and mission. The power that raised Christ from the dead made Paul's conversion possible. Not everybody
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Jacopo di Cione and workshop, 1370-1. The San Pier Maggiore Altarpiece:
The Resurrection: Upper Tier Panel, The National Gallery, London.

experiences what Paul did, but anyone can experience a changed life by understanding Jesus' identity, accepting His sacrifice for our
sins and surrendering ourselves into God's hands. This is all possible only by God's power, by knowing Christ and the power of His
resurrection. Raising someone from the dead can only be a divine act. God desires that we know Christ and accept His work on the
cross that atoned for our sins. He wants us to walk with Him, have fellowship with Him, learn from Him and become more like Him every
day. We know that our human efforts are not able to overcome our sinful desires and pride. We need divine power through the presence
of the Holy Spirit in our lives and God willingly and generously makes that available for His children.

The Apostle Paul talks about the power of the resurrection. He prays for that power to be at work in the lives of the Christians in Ephesus.
He says it is the same power that worked in our Lord Jesus Christ and raised Him from the dead. As Paul’s prayer continues, he asks that
the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the glorious Father, may give you the Spirit of wisdom and revelation, so that you may know him
better. | pray that the eyes of your heart may be enlightened in order that you may know the hope to which he has called you, the
riches of his glorious inheritance in his holy people, and his incomparably great power for us who believe (Ephesians 1:17-19).

That power is the same as the mighty strength that was demonstrated when He raised Christ from the dead. Paul believes that
God can grant us more than what we desire and request, and that is why he praises God for His faithfulness (Philippians 3:14-20).
Do you believe God is faithful? Do you accept the fact that He has indwelled all believers with His Holy Spirit? Do you want to receive the
power of knowing Christ and being transformed daily into His image? Are you ready to experience His power in such a way that your life
becomes a testimony of the power of His resurrection? Paul calls all believers to know Christ and the power of His resurrection.
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Did Jesus Rise From the Dead?

We are all shocked when a famous person dies suddenly and
unexpectedly. Nobel Prize winners, beauty queens, billionaires,
presidents, and influential people all die. Death has been
correctly called, “The Great Equalizer.” Someday, it will be our
turn to die, unless Jesus returns to our world during our lifetime.

The question we all ask is, “What then?" Some believe that
death is the end of all consciousness. The well-known atheist,
Bertrand Russell wrote, “I believe that when | die, | shall rot
and no part of me will survive.'

However, Jesus clearly affirms that those who believe in Him,
will be given eternal life. He boldly states in John 11:25, “l am
the resurrection and the life; he who believes in Me, though he
die, yet shall he live.” Furthermore, He told His disciples that He
would prove the truthfulness of His words by dying and then
rising within three days.

If Jesus did in fact rise from the dead within three days, then
His promise of eternal life after death becomes valid and
credible. But, If He did not rise, then everything He said would
be questionable.

On several occasions, prior to His death, Jesus told His disciples
that He would be betrayed, arrested and crucified, but that He
would come back to life three days later.

As Jesus had accurately predicted, He was betrayed by one of
His own disciples, Judas Iscariot, and consequently, He was
arrested. In the kangaroo court of the Roman Governor, Pontius
Pilate, He was convicted of treason and condemned to die on a
wooden cross.

Feature

By Rev. Kevork George Terian
Editor-in-Chief, Forum magazine

Senior Pastor, Inmanuel Armenian Congregational
Church, Downey, CA
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Jesus was hung on the cross for six hours; from 9:00 a.m. until
3:00 p.m,, when He cried, “It is completed” (John 19:30) and
died. Here | would like to make two important observations:

1. According to the text of the Greek New Testament, Jesus
cried out, “Tetelestai” which means “It is completed.’ The
perfect atonement for human sin has been completed,
indicating that all its requirements have been fulfilled, or all
its component parts have been made whole.

There is a difference in meaning between “Finished” and
“Completed” that most people overlook or fail to notice. To
finish something means to end it; whereas, to complete
something means to make it whole. For example, you finish
a course of study, but you complete a degree program.

Jesus expired at the same time when the Passover
lambs were being slain at the temple courtyard. This
could not have been a chance happening, nor a mere
coincidence. The timing was just perfect, indicating that
the Passover lambs pointed to the sinless Lamb of God,
who voluntarily bore our sins and absorbed their full
penalty. The sinless Son of God, the spotless Lamb, who
was unstained by sin, died in our place. Jesus paid a debt
that He did not owe, and which we could never repay.

It is interesting to note that the Ancient Hebrews believed
that the alignment of unlikely circumstances indicated
divine planning. Therefore, we can confidently conclude
that all the unusual events that surrounded Jesus'
miraculous birth, His life, ministry, death, resurrection
and ascension had been meticulously planned by divine
Providence.

Pilate demanded concrete verification that Jesus was indeed
dead before allowing His body to be brought down from the
cross in order to be prepared for burial, which actually was an
entombment. When a Roman soldier thrust a spear into Jesus'
side, the mixture of blood and water that flowed out was a clear
indication that Jesus had died.

Jesus' body was laid in a new tomb that belonged to Joseph of
Arimathea, a rich and influential man who was a member of
the Jewish Religious Council (THE SANHEDRIN). By the way, it is
important to note that he was a secret disciple of Jesus.

The Jewish Sabbath started on Friday evening, at sundown,
which corresponded to 6:00 p.m. The disciples of Jesus had a
very short time to bury their Master because Jewish Law did
not allow burials to take place during the sacred hours of the
Sabbath.

Nicodemus, a prominent religious teacher, who had had a
private night audience with Jesus, showed up and brought
100 Ibs. of various aloes and sweet-smelling ointments for

embalming Jesus' body as it was wrapped with strips of

white linen cloths. We know from historical records that

when King Herod died, his body was embalmed with 40 |bs.

of aloes and ointments which were very expensive because
they were brought in from a region in Arabia that today lies
within the borders of Yemen. Through his generous gift, Rabbi
Nicodemus, not only paid tribute to Jesus, but also revealed his
acknowledgment that Jesus was superior to all earthly kings
and deserved to be honored in a conspicuous way.

When Jesus' lifeless body was laid in the never-used and
rock-cut tomb of Joseph of Arimathea, a wealthy member of

the Jewish Council, the prophecy of Isaiah 53:9 was fulfilled.
More than 600 years before Jesus' birth, the Prophet Isaiah had
predicted that the Messiah would be “counted with the rich in
His death.’ Despite being crucified between two wicked thieves,
Jesus received an honorable burial.

It is interesting to observe that Jesus' fiercest opponents
remembered what His disciples had forgotten. The Pharisees
recalled that Jesus had earlier said that He would rise from
the dead within three days after dying. That led the religious
leaders to demand that Pilate station Roman soldiers to guard
Jesus' tomb around the clock, 24 hours a day. They wanted to
make sure that the disciples would not have an opportunity to
steal Jesus' body and then proclaim that He had miraculously
defeated death. At this junction, it looked like the Jewish
religious authorities and Rome had prevailed.

After witnessing Jesus' crucifixion, the disciples were in a

state of shock, fear and despair. They were so traumatized and
disillusioned that they went into hiding behind locked doors of
a safe house because they were sure that their names were on
the Pharisees' hit list. Despite Jesus' repeated assurances that
He would be resurrected after being crucified, the disciples,
like their Jewish contemporaries, had embraced the erroneous
idea that God would never allow the Messiah to suffer death.
Their mistaken view of the Messiah'’s role, made them lose
their cherished hope when Jesus died. They had envisioned
that Jesus would restore David's Kingdom by driving the
Romans out of their country and they would then occupy the
highest positions in that independent theocratic monarchy.
Unfortunately, the disciples failed to grasp that the Messiah's
ministry was purely spiritual in its nature. Jesus came to seek
and to save the lost, not to return to Israel its lost political
power.

Three days later, the depressing situation was changed
dramatically. The timid and cowardly disciples were suddenly
transformed into courageous preachers whose tri-fold message
was crystal clear: Jesus had risen from the dead, they had seen
and touched His living body, and His tomb was empty.

There are only 5 plausible explanations for this incredible
change:

1. Jesus did not die on the cross

2. The resurrection story was a conspiracy

Anonymous Armenian miniaturist, 1319, The Resurrection and the Ascension, part
of a larger manuscript called the Matenadaran MS 7456. Matenadaran (the Mesrop
Mashtots Institute of Ancient Manuscripts), Yerevan,

3. The disciples were hallucinating
4, The whole account is legendary
5. The resurrection really happened

Let us discuss these varied options and see which one fits the
facts.

Some critics claim that Jesus lived through the crucifixion
ordeal. They suggest that Jesus did not die on the cross; that He
only fainted and was revived by the cool and damp air of the
cave-like tomb.

This theory is completely untenable and indefensible because
it does not take into account the fact that the spear which the
Roman soldier thrust between Jesus' ribs, collapsed the lung
and punctured the heart. Furthermore, there is no historical
account from either the Roman or Jewish sources that disputes
the fact of Jesus' death.

Dr. Frank Morison, a British journalist and a lawyer, who
initially thought that the narrative of Jesus' resurrection was
either a hoax or a myth, began seriously researching the subject
to write a book refuting the claim of the New Testament. After a
thorough and exhaustive research that lasted several years, he

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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finally published his book, titled, “Who Moved the Stone?” The
book became famous for reasons that were different from the
original intent of its author.

Morrison, who had an inquisitive mind, wondered why Jesus'
enemies allowed the “Empty Tomb myth” to persist if it was
not true. The discovery and public display of Jesus' dead body
would have immediately killed the entire conspiracy, if such a
plot was really hatched by the disciples. Since those who had a
vested interest in stamping out Christianity, could not produce
Jesus' dead body, which was nowhere to be found, is a strong
endorsement of the truthfulness of the disciples' testimony
that their Lord had risen from the dead. Besides, no shred of
evidence exists to disprove the fact that Jesus' tomb was found
empty.

The proclamation of Jesus' resurrection could not have been
sustained for a single day in Jerusalem, if His tomb was not
found to be empty. Charles Colson, a former counselor for
President Richard Nixon, and a convicted conspirator in the
Watergate scandal, said that the Watergate coverup convinced
him that Jesus was truly raised from the dead. He writes, “Only 8
or 10 people in the inner circle around the president knew what
was going on, yet we could not hold the conspiracy for more
than 2 weeks."

"Caesar and Cﬁrw‘c fad
met in the arend, and

Cgrwt fad won!"

The disciples could not have stolen Jesus' body as the Jews
alleged because they could not have avoided detection and
arrest by the Roman soldiers who guarded the tomb.

Then, Morrison began investigating the motives of Jesus'
followers. Deceptions are devised and lies are told for the
purpose of securing a personal gain, or a special advantage.

By preaching the resurrection of their Lord, the disciples

were subjected to persecutions, arrests, beatings, torture,
imprisonment and death. They did not earn wealth and fame by
proclaiming the resurrection of Christ.

To be willing to die for a known lie is insanity. People will die for
a false cause that they believe to be right; however, they will not
sacrifice their lives for a lie that they have personally fabricated.

The risen Christ first appeared to women who had neither status
nor rights in the first century. If Jesus' resurrection narrative was
a cleverly devised plot, the conspirators would have made Jesus
appear first to men.

Modern psychologists inform us that hallucinations are
individual occurrences. In 1 Corinthians 15:6, the Apostle Paul
tells us that over 500 people had seen the risen Christ and most
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of them were still alive in 55 A.D., when the epistle was written.
Gary R. Collins, a clinical psychologist, says, “It is inconceivable
that 500 people could experience sensory and visual delusions
at the same time."

The conversion of the Apostle Paul, formerly Saul of Tarsus,
was made possible by the risen Christ, who appeared to him

in a blazing light on the road to Damascus where he wanted to
persecute, harass and intimidate Christian believers. Through
the direct intervention of Jesus, this former Pharisee was called
to be the Apostle to the Gentile world where he successfully
planted new churches throughout Asia Minor, North Africa and
Europe.

Another strong evidence for the reality of Jesus' resurrection is
the conversion of his brothers, James and Jude, both of whom
were initially skeptics. According to 1 Corinthians 15:7, James
was converted when the risen Christ appeared to him in a
personal encounter. Later on, James became the leader of the
first Church that was established in Jerusalem, He also presided
over the first Church Council that convened in Jerusalem to
decide whether Gentile Christians needed to be circumcised
after their baptism. Chapter 15 of Acts states that after a long
and intense debate, the Council ruled that Gentile Christians
were not obligated to follow the rules of the Law of Moses.

The two brothers, James and Jude, were present in the Upper
Room when the Holy Spirit was poured out over the disciples
on the Day of Pentecost. James is recognized as the author of
the Book of James that deals with pastoral concerns. He was
martyred in 62 A.D. by being thrown from the Temple Tower
into the Kidron Valley. Surprisingly, he survived the fall and was
beaten to death by the blows of heavy clubs. His death was
ordered by the Jewish High Priest Ananus.

In Armenian theological and historical books, he is identified

as James, the Brother of the Lord. In the West, however, he

is generally referred to as James the Just, to distinguish him
from James, the Son of Zebedee, who was one of the original 12
Apostles, and was the brother of John the Evangelist. James, the
son of Zebedee, was beheaded in A.D. 44 by King Herod Agrippa
| (see Acts 12:2). He was the first apostle who was martyred.

James the Just is buried under the main altar of the Armenian
Saint James Cathedral in Jerusalem. All the Armenian Patriarchs
of Jerusalem have considered themselves to be the successors
of James the Just, the brother of the Lord. Near the western

wall of the same Armenian Cathedral, there is a small chapel
where the head of the Apostle James, the son of Zebedee, is
buried. Many Armenians, who reside outside the Holy Land,

do not realize the historical value of the Saint James Cathedral
in Jerusalem, and are not aware of its connection to the New
Testament and the Early Church.

Jude, while less prominent than James, is usually described as
a traveling missionary. He is best known for writing the short
Epistle of Jude that warns Christians against false teachers.
Armenian historians of the 4th century mention Saint Jude, the
brother of the Lord, and say he visited Armenia to check on the
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This Sermon was delivered on AMAA’s 106th Annual
Meeting, October 18, 2025, at Glendale Armenian Church
of the Nazarene.

The Armenian Missionary Association of America
(AMAA) was established in 1918 in Worcester,
Massachusetts, in response to the Armenian
Genocide (1915)—a catastrophe that claimed more
than 1.5 million lives and devastated Armenian
communities and institutions. In the aftermath, the
surviving Armenian people faced an urgent need for
humanitarian relief and spiritual hope.

As the missionary arm of the Armenian Evangelical
Church, AMAA was formed to serve both the physical
and spiritual needs of Armenians in the diaspora and
in Armenia. From the beginning, its work included
spiritual, educational, social, and humanitarian
ministry. Over the years, AMAA expanded its reach—
supporting children, providing medical assistance and
strengthening families. Today, AMAA serves in 24
countries. Thanks be to God.

' ... OUr MuUSSton @ia not mn
what we cam(bo, But in

what 903 re%uires f)( us..."

As we gather today for AMAA’s 106th annual meeting,
we pause to remember that our mission work as an
AMAA is not just a project, a service, or a program—it
is a calling. The challenges we face—poverty, injustice,
displacement, hunger, broken systems—can often feel
overwhelming. But we are reminded that the heart of
our mission lies not in what we can do, but in what
God requires of us: to act justly, love mercy, and walk
humbly with Him.

We read in Micah 6: 8. “He has shown you, O mortal, what
is good. And what does the Lord require of you? To act justly
and to love mercy and to walk humbly with your God.”
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Act Justly, Love Mercy and
Walk Humbly « micane:s

By Rev. Serop Megerditchian

This verse from Micah is simple to read, but profound
and overwhelming to live out. It anchors us in God’s
purposes for His people and gives us a roadmap for
our mission work in the world.

1. To Act Justly

Justice is at the very heart of God. The prophets
repeatedly called the people to defend the widow, care
for the orphan, welcome the needy, and protect the
vulnerable.

For us, acting justly means not only meeting immediate
needs but also addressing the systems and structures
that cause all these. It means asking hard questions:

¢ Are people being treated with dignity?

e Are our programs empowering or unintentionally
creating dependency?

¢ Are we reflecting the justice of Christ in the way
we operate internally and externally?

When Nehemiah rebuilt Jerusalem’s walls, he also
confronted injustice among his own people, ensuring
the poor were not misused and exploited (Nehemiah 5).

Let us always keep in mind, that justice is never just
about the “other”—it begins in our own house.

2. To Love Mercy

Justice and mercy go hand in hand. Mercy reminds us
that every statistic is a person, every need is a neighbor,
and every crisis is a human story.

Loving mercy means seeing the world not through cold
efficiency but through the compassion of Christ. Jesus
did not just heal the sick—He touched them. He did
not just feed the hungry—He gave thanks and broke
bread with them.

As the mission arm of the Armenian Evangelical
Church and of course as a Christian NGO, mercy
compels us to go beyond budgets, contracts, and
reports. It calls us to compassion-driven service, where
love is not an accessory but the driving force.

Let us remember, the Good Samaritan did not simply
bandage wounds; he walked with the wounded man’s

h '!, 1':7_.." = M._.'
Worcester Church congregation, early 1900s

|

pain, carrying him to safety and providing for his
healing. That is mercy—love in action.

3. To Walk Humbly with God

Justice and mercy can only be sustained by humility
before God. Without humility, justice becomes harsh,
and mercy becomes shallow and superficial.

Walking humbly means:
* Recognizing that we are not saviors—Christ is.

e Accepting that our resources are limited, but God’s
are not.

* Being willing to listen, learn, and serve rather than
control.

Jesus, though Lord of all, washed His disciples’ feet
(John 13). True humility is not weakness—it is strength
under submission to God.

In fact, for an NGO, humility is critical. Therefore,
we must walk humbly in partnerships with local
communities, donors, and especially with the
people we serve—acknowledging that they are not
“beneficiaries” only but also partners and bearers of
God’s image.

At this annual meeting, as we reflect on the year gone
by and plan for the year ahead, Micah 6:8 challenges us

to evaluate our mission in three ways:

1. Justice—Are we addressing not only symptoms but
root causes of suffering!

2. Mercy—Are we driven by compassion, not just
efficiency!

3. Humility—Are we walking daily with God,
acknowledging our dependence on Him?

Our spreadsheets and strategies matter and in fact it is
very important—but our true measure of success is not
only in numbers, but in how faithfully we embody and
exemplify God’s call to justice, mercy, and humility.

Today, we thank God for AMAA’s 106 years of devoted
and dedicated services. The work is great, the needs are
urgent, and the obstacles are many. But we do not walk
alone. Just as Christ promised, “I am with you always,
even to the end of the age” (Matthew 28:20). His presence
empowers us, His Spirit sustains us, and His Gospel
gives eternal hope to those we serve.

Let us always remember and keep in mind that we are
not just running programs; we are participating in
God’s kingdom work.

May God continue blessing you, bless His church and
bless the AMAA for His glory. Amen.
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Easter

Easter is the greatest celebration of all church festivals
because it commemorates the most important

story of the Christian Gospel, the Resurrection of
Jesus Christ. That event has made a tremendous
difference throughout the centuries. It has completely
transformed the lives of people.

If the story of Jesus had ended on Friday with his
death on the cross and his burial in the tomb, it would
have ended there for all times. St. Paul was right when
he wrote, "If Christ was not raised from the dead, our
preaching is in vain" (I Cor.15:14). But if Christ had
not been raised from the dead, not only would the

"...rida,gtcousness, tﬁougﬁ
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preaching have been in vain, but also there would have
been no preaching and witnessing at all. The disciples,
convinced that the crucifixion had ended their

dreams and hopes, had already begun to turn to other
things. The change that occurred in them is totally
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The Victorious Perspective of

inexplicable apart from the reality of the Resurrection.
Without the Resurrection's reality, there would have
been no Christian movement, no New Testament, no
celebration of the first day of the week, no transformed
lives.

Easter also made an important difference in that

it assured the survival and the empowering of the
Christian faith as a way of life for people of all
succeeding generations. Without the Resurrection,
Christianity would be a museum piece. Easter has
made, and still makes, a tremendous difference.

Easter continues uplifting and enriching the lives

of people from all walks of life down through the
centuries. It is that Easter faith today that strengthens
our belief in the possibility of victory and the victory
of possibility that continues to give us a victorious
perspective of the universe, of death, and of life.

First of all, Easter brings us the victorious perspective that
ours is a creative universe whose Master is God.

Easter asserts the fact that ours is not an insane
universe but a universe that makes sense, because God
is the sovereign ruler. God is still in charge of His
world; He can be trusted; his creation is in reliable
hands. To be sure, there are evil powers in this world,
but there is a divine power stronger than the dark
forces that, even though Pilate, Herod, the mob,

Golgotha and the Cross
have said their words, God
has had the final one, for,
as the writer says, “God
Omnipotent reigneth.”

Second, Easter brings a
victorious perspective into the
realm of death. It asserts the
fact that although death
can touch our bodies, it
cannot destroy our spirit.
Although discouraged
men took Jesus’ lifeless
body down from the

cross and sealed it in a
tomb, through death he
destroyed the power of
death. Being defeated on
its own ground, death
now is a defeated enemy.
Easter asserts the fact that
life has perspective beyond
the grave. The grave is not
a blind alley, and death is
not a terminus; we are not walking a dead-end street
that leads nowhere but to a cemetery; a cemetery is the
wrong place to look for the meaning and destiny of our
lives. Easter faith asserts that our lives are more than
candles to be blown out by the wind. As Longfellow
stated it, “Life is real; life is earnest; and the grave

is not its goal.” It asserts that Jesus has defeated
mankind’s greatest enemy—death—and we shall live
because Christ lives.

Third, Easter brings a victorious perspective into life here
and now. Easter is not only a remembrance of what
happened twenty centuries ago, but a celebration that
in every present instant there is triumphant victory
available. Since death cannot stamp out and erase
spiritual values, since God has the last word, there is
hope for all who are on God’s side. And because God
can be trusted both in life and death, there is hope
for those who are fighting hard battles and carrying
heavy burdens. There is hope for all who can roll away
the stone of their interior tomb, the stone of sin and

self-defeat and can experience resurrection through the
Risen Lord.

The Easter message is the message of hope. It tells the
Christian believers not to despair when their life plans
are disrupted and their dreams are shattered because
God is still in charge. We are Easter people, because
we know our Lord is victorious, and has given us the
strength and power and will to live triumphantly.

Neither human resilience, nor positive thinking—or

Pollyanna-type optimism can engender real and
enduring hope. Only God does. It is He Who enables

us to hope in the face of
apparent hopelessness.
When we taste defeat and
hopelessness, He gives us
hope to endure. When we
are bruised, He is our hope
for healing. When we are
bereaved, He is our hope for
solace.

Indeed, the Resurrection

of Christ came to validate

the truth that the ultimate
purposes of God cannot be
destroyed by evil forces. It
asserted the fact that evil men
do not have the last word;
that righteousness, though
crucified, lives to speak the
last word.

Easter has been very dear to
the hearts of the Armenian
people because Armenians
are living witnesses of the
power of Christ's Resurrection in their lives. From
1915 to 1923, one and a half million Armenians were
destroyed by the Young Turk leaders of the Ottoman
Empire. Armenians worldwide have been honoring
the memory of their martyrs who carried their cross
and later witnessed the glorious resurrection. Armed
and fortified by the power of the Resurrection, the
survivors of the Armenian Genocide were able to
experience rebirth and renewal. Indeed three years
after the 1915 Genocide, the heroic Armenian people,
by the grace of God, were able to create a free and
independent state on its historic land, which laid the
foundation for the present Republic of Armenia.

The Genocide did not paralyze the creative forces of
the Armenian people, for the scattered remnants of
the Armenian nation did achieve new life both in
Armenia and in the Diaspora. Today, Armenians stand
with their heads held high to face the future with
hope, demanding justice and struggling for Genocide
recognition and reparations.

The affirmation that Christ is risen from the dead is
the center of Christian theology. There is no question
about the tremendous difference it has made and still
makes in people's lives. The challenge for each of us is
to live in the power of that assertion.

May the hope, grace and the blessing of the
Resurrection be with us and the world today and
forever.

Christ is risen from the dead. Blessed is the
Resurrection of Christ.
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¢ MARK16:1-8

Mark presents the good news of the gospel from the
very beginning of his book:

“The beginning of the gospel of Jesus Christ, the Son
of God” Mark 1:1).

Throughout the Gospel, we see how the kingdom
of God breaks into the world through the ministry
of Jesus, bringing healing and compassion. As a
result of this divine intervention, a new community
forms around Jesus. The disciples are called to join
this community and to participate in the work of
discipleship by proclaiming the good news.

But does the conclusion of Mark’s Gospel make sense
in this context?

In many ancient manuscripts, the Gospel ends with a
startling sentence:

“And they went out and fled from the tomb, for
trembling and astonishment had seized them, and they
said nothing to anyone, for they were afraid” (Mark

"Discigleship means
S&Ninda and ccmying the

cross.”

In this verse, Mark highlights several negative emotions
following the women’s encounter with the angel at the
tomb. After hearing the message of Jesus’ resurrection
and receiving the command to go and tell the disciples,
the women flee in fear. Trembling and astonishment
overwhelm them. The Gospel ends in silence, without
proclamation of the good news: they said nothing to
anyone, for they were afraid.

Many scholars suggest that this is the original ending
of Mark’s Gospel. But why would Mark choose such an
ending’
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When the Witnesses Are Silent

We know from the other Gospel accounts that the
women did, in fact, tell the disciples immediately
after leaving the tomb. Yet Mark abruptly cuts the
story short. It is like watching a film whose ending
is intentionally withheld—to provoke reflection and
decision.

Mark’s Easter narrative functions as a call to

discipleship for every reader. The question is
unavoidable: What will I do as a disciple of Christ?

Earlier in the Gospel, Jesus commanded silence until
after His resurrection:

“And as they were coming down the mountain, he
charged them to tell no one what they had seen, until
the Son of Man had risen from the dead” (Mark 9:9).

But now the resurrection has taken place. Why, then,
is there silence?

The good news must be proclaimed. The so-called
“messianic secret” has reached its decisive moment.
The time for silence has passed.

Mark’s Gospel emphasizes that discipleship involves
speaking—proclaiming the gospel regardless of
circumstances, even in the face of persecution:

“But be on your guard. For they will deliver you over
to councils, and you will be beaten in synagogues, and
you will stand before governors and kings for my sake,
to bear witness before them. And the gospel must first
be proclaimed to all nations” (Mark 13:9-10).

In Mark, discipleship is defined not by what Peter, the
disciples, or even the women do, but by what Jesus
says.

The disciples themselves struggled to understand this.
In Mark 8:32, Peter clearly fails to grasp the nature of
discipleship. Following Jesus is not about glory, but
about identification with the Master and carrying the
Cross:

“If anyone would come after me, let him deny himself
and take up his cross and follow me” (Mark 8:34).

In Mark 9:33-36, the disciples argue about who is the
greatest. They fail to understand that true greatness lies

El Greco (Domenikos Theotokopoulos) Greek, ca. 1577-87. Christ Carrying the Cross. The Metropolitan Museum of Art.

in servanthood. In Mark 10:35-45, they argue about who will sit at Jesus’ right and left. Again, they miss the point:
whoever wants to be first must be the servant—and the slave—of all.

Throughout the Gospel, Mark deliberately corrects a distorted understanding of discipleship—one focused on glory
and greatness—and redefines it as a path of service and suffering.

Mark’s negative portrayal of the disciples serves a clear purpose. It suggests that the Christian community itself was
struggling with a misunderstanding of discipleship. Mark distances his readers from the disciples: they are not your
model. Do not imitate them. Instead, listen to Jesus and follow Him.

Discipleship means serving and carrying the cross. Many in Mark’s community had abandoned their faith because

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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of fear, persecution, and suffering. Others chose silence, hiding their faith instead of bearing witness. Mark reminds
his readers that Jesus understands their fears and even foretells them in chapter 13.

The challenge remains: Will you stand firm and proclaim the gospel?

Will you act as the disciples did—or as Jesus commanded them to do?

As we reflect on this passage and on our personal and communal understanding of faith and discipleship, we must
ask: How do we respond to the empty tomb? Does the reality of the resurrection empower us to become faithful
disciples rather than fearful ones? Where do we experience fear in living out our faith? Where—and why—do we

remain silent?

Faithful discipleship means following Jesus and obeying His commands in everyday life, regardless of circumstances.
Fear and silence reveal a lack of faith. Even the empty tomb, and even the fact of the resurrection itself, do not

automatically produce faith.

Faith arises when we open our hearts to the good news and come to know Jesus Christ personally. Faithful
discipleship is grounded in such faith. Only then can we truly proclaim:

Christ is risen.

He is risen indeed.
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lEuiipp Yupwiugh YeuEwpl, Yp pwlgupnih, Yp SESnch: Wugnioy ng:

Bwpnifetwl &odwpyini@hiup Lphuynup AsypbLnpnubpp gopwgnig nu witnug ginlw yinLw pajnp
ndnLwpni(@hiubpp nhdwgpwekne br Jpusbe h dwh hwrwgpuphd fuwpne: Monnu wnwpbiw) phunup
JjupniEbuwil Lodwpypni-hiup hwugpwipbing Ypuk. «<bpbrgue Yethwuh, ne byppp pwaubpynipht, Bypp hhug.
hwphipk wikjh Enpwjpubpne, Egpp Epbigwe Swlnpnup, Eyppp pninp wnwpbwiubpncu, wdbubu Bypp npwbu
(@5 yhdwdh Up pudh w bpbirgus (W 4npue: 15:5-8): bu wj wnwpbwiht Jhwuwiny Ypubd «bgpl w) fudh
Epbiigue £2ULh UL (Lhpwuw) 1981, Ukwybdptp 11, Ahugowp@h b wiuntundu Yuitskg»: 6@ pninp wofuwph
ephuypnup shwrwiuwy, wnwudhuu fpuwd wunug wuhwewypne@Ew nbd YEuw: Npndhbgbe tnbne-tw

Up whwitwypbu nupdwd Bd: Swpnigbw) Lphuynup pbuwd B, EL WU uhpyu hnfubg nu YEwupu jEnwopstg:
Nppwl w| upwl put np sfuouhd SwpniEtwl EodwpyneEhiup, bu hd wudu sbd Ypuwp fuwpb):

Uwipn. niphghu Yp fuwpks, puyg ng pp witdp: Aodwiphuy hutwguglu p dyuittpne uphpp sniuh npuyBugh
hwrwypwy jupneEtwu Kodwpyne@twl: Wunp wlpp wwwgnig § np 2phupinu Yuwph hp ykg, nlp gqnpdk hp
Uhgngny: (@nn jwpni@buit qopnc@hiup Ut prpnpht Ag iy dhs juiyphup dhuwupt pp uwnhl Audup:

phuypnu jupbuwe h dtnbing,
Ophutwy £ jwpneferhiup £phugpnuh
Upw Muwypa&kuil

npnufo
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Book Reviews

Recently the Armenian Heritage Committee of the
Armenian Congregational Church of Greater Detroit
published the latest work of the esteemed scholar,
theologian, educator, and church leader Rev. Dr. Vahan
H. Tootikian, entitled “Echoes of Mind and Soul/ U—Lpph
tL 2nghh Updwauugutp.”

This bilingual volume composed of 144 pages, features 21
articles in English and 15 in Armenian. In this collection
of concise, focused, and inspirational essays, Rev. Dr.
Tootikian imparts wisdom and insight gleaned from
decades of personal experience and pastoral ministry.
Each reflection is enriched with Scriptural depth,
authentic illustrations, and occasionally, reflective and
challenging questions that engage both mind and heart.

Once again, Rev. Dr. Tootikian demonstrates his

rare ability as an acute observer of life and faithful
interpreter of God’s Word. His writings reveal not only
his intellectual depth but also his pastoral warmth and
prophetic voice.

In Echoes of Mind and Soul/ULpph EL an.hh
UP&wququp, Rev. Dr. Tootikian addresses a wide
range of subjects—spiritual, religious, moral, political,
social, and cultural. He writes about Christian
discipleship, human values, patriotism, and the vital
connection between faith and daily life. He also reflects
on national observances, religious feasts, and Armenian
traditions, inviting readers to rediscover their spiritual
and cultural roots as testimonies of enduring faith and
heritage.

Throughout this collection, Rev. Dr. Tootikian
emphasizes that Christian faith is not a separate sphere
of life—it is the guiding force that illuminates all areas of
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Rev. Dr. Vahan Tootikian Authors
His 51st Book

Reviewed by Rev. Serop Megerditchian

human existence. He firmly believes that Christian faith

and Armenian identity are intertwined, each reinforcing
the other and ensuring the survival and flourishing of the
Armenian nation.

His strong faith, moral integrity, and deep love for
Armenian culture are evident on every page. Rev. Dr.
Tootikian embodies what it means to be both a devoted
Armenian clergyman and a genuine Armenian patriot.
He reminds us that the preservation of Armenian
heritage and the defense of the Armenian Cause are
inseparable tasks—mutually enriching and essential for
the continuity of our people and faith. His writings invite

the reader to consider not only how to preserve Armenian culture, but what it truly means to be Armenian in today’s
world.

Rev. Dr. Tootikian has dedicated his 51st book to his beloved family and friends, who have faithfully supported his
ministry throughout the years.

A widely recognized and distinguished Armenian scholar, Rev. Dr. Tootikian writes with warmth, clarity, and eloquence.
Both in English and Armenian, his essays are compact, lucid, and profoundly inspirational.

On the publication of this milestone 51st book, we extend our heartfelt congratulations to Rev. Dr. Vahan H. Tootikian
and our deep gratitude for his lifetime of faithful service to God and His people. His unwavering faith, steadfast ministry,
compassionate leadership, and tireless dedication have been a beacon of hope and strength to countless individuals
within the Armenian Evangelical Community and beyond.

With reverence and joy, we honor Rev. Dr. Tootikian’s extraordinary life and enduring legacy—a life devoted to the glory
of God and the enrichment of human souls.

We highly recommend this book to the reading public and to all who seek spiritual insight, cultural reflection, and
faithful inspiration.

Echoes of Mind and Soul
Rev. Dr. Vahan H. Tootikian

Uinph 61 Enghh Updwquwbglbn
dbp. . dwbwb 3. Prphlbwl

A Publication of the
Armenian Heritage Committee

3922 Yorba Linda Rhvd.
Royal (ak, MI 48073

2026
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2wuypnp Up

Spphu Jwuh)

Fpwfuoulig’ dbp. Fnljy. Ywhuwit 3. ncErhlyEw

Udbphlwh 2wy Utbypwpuswlut
CulbpwlgniEhiup (W2ULR) 2nlypbdpbp 2025-
hu nju pudw)tig “A Man and A Legacy/Uwpnp bu

Uruitnp” depypunnc@budp qhpep’ b jhowipuly
QuiLEu vwtdkwu:

Unju ghpep Yp wwpniuwll hwugnigbug
FowLgEwuh wugybpku b hwybpbu Egniubpny

hbnhuwlws judpwgpwlwuutpu nu jonnLwdubpp,
npnup hpwypwpulniwd Eu AMAA News
wwppbpwEtpehu Uk Ukpuwpulswluiu
QulEpwlgneEtwl npybu gnpdwnhp gitopku

hp wwoypouwdwpwd puuliwdtw) (2014-2024)
dwdwlwlwopowitpu:

Wu bpYbgnitwl hupnpp Yp pwnljuitiwy 160
Jwjuwdwrw (12" x 9”) bebipk; kL 80 jonnLwdubpk,
npnugdl; 45-p gpnwd Bu wugbpbu (Egnuny L 35-p
hwjEpEuny:

Urkypupwitswlwuh wwopouw@bph

Ube hpwypwpwlniwd gpn-hluubpp
dwdwtwlwapulwt Ywpany hudwnpbne b
quitnup fudpwapbinL ndnLwp pwjg sunphwinpbih
wofuwpuupp juypwpws & dbp. Uspnp Ulpghsbwt®
wn h gnpdwnpniEhit funugpnudh p, np ppwd Ep
huilgnigbiw htnhuwlhu, wunp wuypwd Epshu
opbpniu:

Quutku buwil&bw onipg Ybu nupne Updwipbih bu
ounphwih Ubpluyneerhiu dp Eque bp hwitpwjhu
YEwuphu Ube npuybu wquhL wnwpbn@-hiutbpne

Ungnudny dwpn, huly hp Yewuph &pghu
quubwdbwlht wu jupypunittgue npybu [nLuwenp

L upbindwanpd ubpluyni@hiu dp: Lncuwenp'
Juypluybu dwpgpuhpwbpubpp phdwluwbne
hp jwuncnl YEgnwdpny. upbindwagnpd™ hp

26 - Forum Easter/Genocide Commemoration 2026

3ty Uwhnt 2pwypupwlnuwd UpdEpuwenp

(QuiLEU huwil&Ewuh «Uwipnp b ULwiunp»

Presented by Rev. Dr. Vahan H. Tootikian

pwadwlnndwuh puwginip &hpplipniu sunphh:

2wugnigbw) Quiblu luwu&bw fupupu
hwupwdwuo(@ Upwinpulwl dpu Ep hwy dwdnugh
opowiiwlubpne Uke: WU hnhuwlu bp bpbp
ghpptipni—«Wju Sniup Erlem. £ @5 hdu» (2007)
«Upih EL Ugph 8njpbip», (2011) bL «2wibw Unwshl
Luwjwpuwu» (2012):

rowu&bwit dhoy Ubgnily Enui hwy dwdnjhu, @'

pwpnjwwbu bL @5 Uprrwubu: WU Jhoy hwrwypug
dwdnijh Yupbinp nbppu b Jubd wnwpbnce-buit:
WU opp ophu hwj hpwlwunc@bwt wugniqwpdbpniu

dwulwlhg nwpdnig hp puquwhe puEtpgnnubpp: bp fudpwgpuljuitubpniu be jonnuwdubipniu Uk Ypguwe
Ubpywjwgub) unigp dbp wugbwih wnbyubpniy, Ap&niwupp Ubplw) Uncwdnudubpniu bL ypbuhppp wwywauw,
junEwlwlubpni:

Unju BplyEgnibwit hwgnphu Jbe Ainhuwlp Yp Ubpluwjwiuwy yegh hp ubphniu gphsnd, hp funpugnn
dypnpnudubpng, hp newdhy b gnpdlwljwit wnwewplubpny L Jtpe- pun Jbpe hp hdwugpuuhpwlwt
[unlynudubipnd: Uy qpphu puftingnnp 2ntpny whiph wiun punwntwy, npwunp Anhuwlp wpwgonn

Uhyp B, 2wpnitwlwpwp Abpuwppppniwd £ ng dhujl huy 2pgwwuiyping, wy, hudwafuwphuwihl pupptip
PuwqwrwnUbpnL swpdnudubpny b quipgugnudubpnd: bp puyppwd Upretpp Abypwppppuljuwu Bu bL quiunup
Ubpyuywgubni n&p" hwnnprwluit: Wn wywypdwnny b np Quitbu lbwbEwuh gpne-hiiubpp Yp Yupnwgnihu
hwdnjpny b wufuwnl pwiwpwpniE-bwdp:

Wuypwpwlnyu, QuiEl vwldbwith dypwenpulwt b Angbinp wewlnp wyu hwgnpnd whyh thnfuwitignih hppbic

Gypwl UEp Ubpluy L wywaw puetpguubp hwuwpwlnetwl, npnup wuwwjdwu whyph ggu wuly plunn
Injuh bL jnjup wnwawyEUbpnL skpuni-hiiu ne Angbwwpuwp YEuuntuwlne@-hiup:

' ‘A MAN
A LEGACY

-_I’ -

ARMEINIAN MISSIOHARY ASEOCIATION or IIII.III..

27 - Forum Easter/Genocide Commemorations 2026



JOIN US IN
CARING FOR OUR
AEUNA MINISTRIES

tJ;{()ff /AC” _(ﬂ((/e'

CUSLET T WEETUT

September 17-19, 2027
Conference
Toronto, Ontario CANADA

YOUR DONATIONS
WILL SUPPORT:

AEUNA to acquire new pastors and « Armenian Evangelical Women's
support the work to recruit, educate, Fellowship (AEWF) events

and supervise the training of In-Care
students and lay leaders

Union-sponsored seminars, retreats
and Church to Church (C2C) in-person
AEUNA to help pastors who are retired gatherings

without proper funds
prop The development of the FORUM

The development of an Armenian magazine, AEUNA website, and other
Evangelical heritage residency program publications

in Lebanon for our In Care students and
lay leaders

- AFYF-ER

(7 /4:@ /

The development of materials to educate
our youth in Armenian Evangelical history

Church planting and evangelism events L .
AEUNA biennial activities

Aid to our youth who cannot afford travel
to AEUNA camps and support for Youth
Leadership training events, and retreats

AEUNA's work to help our churches and April 25 7:00 PM

sustain their missions

United Armenian Congregational Church

TO GIVE

Please use the enclosed envelope

« Scan the QR Code above SAVE THE DATE
- Visit: aeuna.org/donate o o et p;
: - Kindly make checks payable to RGR - GRADE N FERRUORY 50
Thank you for your generous gifts the AEUNA and mail to:
and continued support of the AEUNA. AEUNA. 411 E Acacia Ave. #200

Donations to the AEUNA are tax-deductible. Glendale, CA 91205-5609



Armen Aroyan
(November 8, 1943 - January 13, 2026)

I am Nubar Aroyan, Armen’s brother.

My brother was born in 1943 in Cairo, Egypt, the eldest of four siblings. He grew up
in a close-knit Armenian Christian family under the warm care of our pious parents,
Albert and Lucy. We grew up regularly attending church and Sunday school, and
Sunday afternoons family time with father reading from the Bible and praying.

In addition to our Christian upbringing, father introduced us to Armenian and
classical literature and music, Raffi, Toumanian, Khachaturian, Victor Hugo, Jules
Verne, Alexander Dumas, among others.

My brother excelled at the Kalousdian Armenian Elementary School in Cairo where
he attended from kindergarten to fifth grade. Being a bright child, he skipped one
whole grade. At Kalousdian he thoroughly absorbed the essence of Armenian
culture. Thereafter, he attended St. George's College, an all-boys renowned high
school in Heliopolis, where Egyptian elites send their sons.

Unlike most other teens, Armen, during high school, did not waste time but took correspondence courses in electrical engineering
through the International Correspondence Schools of London, with the encouragement of our far-sighted father. My father took great
pains in endowing his children with well-rounded quality education along with extracurricular activities and wholesome entertainment
such as music lessons, listening and appreciating classical music, erector sets, educational toys etc. He kept his focus on our self-
development.

After two years of engineering courses at the Cairo University my brother continued his studies in the United States in 1962. He received
a Bachelor of Science degree in Electrical Engineering from Cal State University, Los Angeles. He then began working for McDonnell
Douglas Aerospace Corporation as electrical engineer, and concurrently, continued his studies at the University of Southern California
where he eventually received a Master's Degree in Electrical Engineering as well as a Master's Degree in Business Administration.
Along the way, as a multi-talented young man, he established and directed, for a decade, the Armenian Evangelical Choir of Pasadena,
with his exceptional knack for organization.

My brother’s genteel manner, his depth of technical knowledge, his ease with foreign languages and “savoir faire” in public relations
won him consulting assignments in Japan, Taiwan, China and Germany. Such exposure sharpened his curiosity about the world and his
taste for foreign travel. In 1983, on a business trip to a client in Germany, an advertisement for weekend vacations in Istanbul caught
Armen’s attention. He decided to visit the country on a whim. It became an eye-opening experience which would eventually change the
course of his life.

What started as a curiosity in 1983, evolved into repeated visits to Turkey’s hinterland, venturing into “untrodden” territory, interaction
with the local populace, establishing dialogue with Turkish nationals, and the discovery of a plethora of extant Armenian churches,
monuments and buildings which bore witness to the Armenian historical presence in that part of the world, all preserved today in a
massive videotape library at USC. Subsequently, giving way to requests by acquaintances to join him on his travels, he began leading
groups of interested Armenians to historical Armenia in search of their roots, and in early 1990s he organized the Armenian Pilgrimage
Tours. In doing so, he managed to dispel some of the apprehensions that clouded the Armenian psyche and created a bond between
the Armenian diaspora and their ancestral land.
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In Armen'’s own words: “During the past two and a half decades, my life has been enormously enriched by successive opportunities to
lead more than 1400 fellow Armenians in their quest to discover their ancestral roots. | have had the rare privilege of witnessing their
once-in-a-lifetime emotional experience as they set foot on the land of their forefathers. | have witnessed their ‘instant’ transformation
into their youthful selves, full of effervescent energy, devoid of fatigue and bodily limitations. As | look back over the past decades of my
life, | clearly discern a Divine hand guiding me through uncharted territory. | am deeply humbled and affected by the realization that |
was entrusted with such a lofty responsibility; at the same time, it was a gratifying awareness that | have touched and influenced so
many lives by making their lifelong 'impossible’ dreams come true.’

Asked if he did not tire of visiting the same country more than 70 times, Armen commented on the vast opportunities for discovery, both
physical and social, that the trips presented. Historical Armenia is sprinkled with Armenian relics and pockets of “hidden” Armenians
who have kept their faith. These “finds" were cherished discoveries during his trips. Within any tour group the mix of individuals with
particular interests and backgrounds made each venture a unique experience. For individuals seeking their “roots,’ Armen made every
effort to locate nondescript villages according to each person’s request. Such interesting deviations from the itinerary gave the tours
an individual character and feel, exposing fragments of history doomed to extinction. Churches, schools, tombstones, houses that

used to belong to Armenian families, hidden Armenians, relatives and acquaintances left behind during the Genocide, turned up in the
remotest of villages. Some of the villagers remembered that a “problem” existed in the past, but the extent of such “problem” remained
shrouded in ignorance. Interaction with the simple-minded peasants, untarnished by world politics, who were made aware that the
visiting Americans were Armenians, would impress the general populace that Armenians were respectable and admirable individuals.

Armen encouraged and invited knowledgeable individuals, professors, historians and researchers to participate in his trips. It had
been his philosophy that visiting the “opposite camp,” measuring assumptions against realities, checking the pulse of the populace and
assessing the situation in proper perspective, were positive steps toward the development of a better strategy for an Armenian-Turkish
dialogue, starting at the grass roots level.

Armen's dream to preserve his legacy of archival material, including some 400 hours of documented videos compiled in a digital
library, has become a reality at the USC Dornsife Institute of Armenian Studies. There, scholars and students can access and study his
vast repository of photographs, interviews, maps and logs and other materials gathered and created on his trips. Additionally, Armen's
vast collection of valuable books and rare publications are housed in the "Armen Aroyan Library and Museum” at the Armenian Cilicia
Evangelical Church in Pasadena. It is quite a legacy this quiet Armenian left behind, who preferred quiet solitude to glorification,

and who has selflessly trekked thousands of miles to document the monuments bearing witness to Armenian culture that still grace
historical Armenia.

On Tuesday January 13, 2026, at 3:15 pm, after a prolonged illness, he said goodbye to us and passed from the temporal to the eternal,
leaving behind a glorious legacy.

Goodbye, brother
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